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B O K V, mtinueJ. 

FTER a proQ)erous voyage, Narvaez landed b o it 
his men without oppoiition near St. Juan^ _f 

de UUua* Three foldiers, w^oni Cortes hadfent ^h^^^. 
to fearch for mines in that dlftrift, immediately ^n5»«^ 
joined him. . By this accident, he not only re- ^prit 
ceived information concerning the progrefs and 
fituation of Cortes, but as thefe foldiers had 
made fome progrefs in the knowledge of the 
Mexkan lai^uage, he acquired interpreters, by 
whofe means^ he was enabled to hold fome ia- 
tercourfe with the people of the country. But^ 
according to the low cunning of deferters, they 
framed their intell^ence with more attention to 
what they thought would be agreeable, than to 
what they knew to be true; and reprefented 
the fituatiop of Cortes to be fo defperate, and 
yoL.iiu » the 
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HISTOIIY of AMERICA. 

the dHkffeStion of his fcdbwers to be fo gemtHk^ 
as increafed the natural confidence and prefump^ 
^^' tion of Narvjiez. His firft o^miion, however, 
might have taught him not to rely on their par- 
tial accounts. Saving fent to fummon the go«- 
vernor of Vera Cruz to furrender, Guevara, a 
prieft whom he employed in that fervice,'made 
the requifition with fuch infolenc6, that San- 
doval, an officer of high fpirit, and zealoufly at- 
tached to Cortes, inftead of complying wkfa his 
demands, feized him and his attendants, andfebt 
them in chaki^ to Mexiao« 

Corfei CoRtts received them net fifce €li^tiiiw, ftiit 

aUrmed. '^s frietids, ' aftd condemning the fd^rSef of 
Sandoval, fet them immediately ' at' fib^^jf* 
By^this well-timed clemency, fe^bhded'by &f- 
reffes and prefents, he gained their -tohfttieWW, 
and drew from them fuch particulars <^QMfiH|; 
the force and intentions of Napvae«,*M giwte 
him a Vkw of the impending danger* 'm iiilill 
extent. He had not to contend no^ wfeh llalf- 
naked Indians, no match for him m Waf^ ttnd 
ftill more inferior in the artfe of policy^ 'butc* 
take the field againft at^ army in Mt^raga «Ad 
tnahial difciplme equal to bis own^ in AttmbAr 
Tar fupenori aftirig under the fenSibil ^ i^al 
authority,'' jtfJtd commanded by an -<ySc^'^%f 
known bravery. He' was^ inibriiied that Nar- 

• nez> 

s 
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taesi^ ihore, foGdt^us to gratify the rcfentmeiit 

of Velafquea, than attentive to the honour of 

iotereft of his country, had begun his inter* ^^'^' 

c^Qorfe with thd natives, by reprrfenting hitn and 

In followers as fugitives and outlaws, guilty 

of icbdlioin againft their own fovereign, and erf 

inpift^ in invading the Mexican empire j and 

h»d declared that his chief objeft in vifuing the 

wuatry.was tp punifli the Spaniards who had 

ebmnotted th^e crimes, and to refcue.the MexU 

caAS from oppreffion. He foon perceived that 

the fame un&vourabk reprefimtations of liia 

diarafler and afiions had been conveyed ,to 

'Montezuma, and that Narvaez had found means 

ito dSnte him, that as the condu£): of thofe who 

J^^ him under reftraint was highly difpleafmg 

fq the hing his mafter, he had it in charge not 

^yito refcue an injured monarch from confine^ 

)|neiit) but to reinftate him in the pofieifion of 

;lri8jaiicient power and independence. Atiimated 

i^mkh thjs profpeft of being fet free from fubjeo 

tfon to Arangers, the Mexicans in feveral pro*^ 

rmce$ began openly to revolt from Cortes, and 

to Mgard Narvaez as a deliverer no lefs able 

ilMmwiUilig to lave them. NIontezuma hmk- 

felf kept up a fecret intercourfe with the new 

c^mtmmder, and feemed to court him as a 

;pcriba fuperior in powej: i&d dignity to thofe 

'. . . 3 2 Spaniards 
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BOOK Spaniards whom he had hitherto revered '^.th* 

t^^^..^ firft of men \ . : . ji 

1540. • .^ ^,. 

His dciibc- Such were the various -afpefts of danrar and 

rations con* ^ > 

oerninghis tlifficulty which prefented* them&hres to the 
ow^ COB. ^.^^ ^^ Cortes. No fituation can becMccived 
more trymg to the capacity ami firmnefe of ift 
general, or where the choice of the phn which 
ought to be adopted was more difficok* . If :h^ 
ihould wait the approach of Narvaezin M6K)fO» 
deftrudion feemed to be unavoidable ; for V(1^ 
the Spaniards prefled him from without, the in- 
habitEBtSy whofe turbulent fpirit he couJd b^fdly 
•veftrain with all bis authority ai?bd atto^tio^, 
would eagerly lay hold on fuch a favouiable^of- 
|)ortunity of avenging all their wrcmgs* * If rbe 
ihould abandon the capital, fet the ca^piiyfitf:^ 
narch at liberty, and march out to m^t^.^he 
enemy ; he muft at once forego the Imitaof.^ 
his toils and vidories, and relinquifli advait^ 
tages which could not be recoven^d vritbouL ex- 
traordinary efibrts, and infinite djuiger* If, in- 
fiead of employing force, he fliouid liave ;re^ 
courfe to conciliating nieafturesy ^d alb^n^ 
an accommodation with. Narvaez ; the nalwat 
laughtinefs oi that, officer, augmenised by c9i\* 



• Stc NOTE I. 



jfttottfoers 
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ftibafiiefs of his prcfent fupericaity, forbad him bo q k. 
to cheriih any fanguinehope of fuecefs. After i-,-,,.!..,^ 
revolving every fcheme with deep attention, '^^^"^ 
Ciortes^bd upon that which in execution was i 

tnoft haawrdous, but, if fuccefsful, would prove 
laoft tenefickl to himfelf and to his country j 
and whhithe decifive intrepidity fuited to defpe- 
rate fituadoms, determined to make one bold 
eflPdit for tifiory under every difadvantage, 
t^hef tb^ facrifice his own conquefts ani the 
$|>amTh-intereft in Mexico* 

\ BtJT' though he forefaw that the cont«ft miaft Hisnegoci- 

1' • ^ ^ 11 1 • ' t*! » ationswith 

be tettmnated finally by arms, it w6uid 'hafVe thefoiiow- 
Ifeeli nbt only indecent, but criminal, to have v^z, "' 

rifhsirched againft his countrymen, TOthout at- 
tffiif^tJdjj to adjuft matters by an amicable nego- 

^i^tiSiK In this fervice he employed Ohnedo, 

♦hii^i:hSpiain, to whofe charafteV the funftioa was 
'V<ifl ' fuit^d, and who pofleffed, befides, fuch 

• Jiriideiicef and' addrefs as qualified him to carry 
on <he fecfet intrigues in which Cortes placed 
fiis chief confidence. Narvaez rejeSted, with 

'fcom, every fcheme of accommodation that 
Olmedo propofed, and was with difBculty re- • ^ 

ftramed from laying violent hands on hh(n aiid - 

his attendants. He met, however, with a more 
favourable reception among the followers of 
li^tirvaez, to many of whom he delivered letters^ 
1? 3 . either 
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cither from Cortes or his officers, their anelttit^ 
friends and companions. . Cortes artfully ao- 
'5**^* companied thefe with prefents of rings, chaiRS of • 
gold, and other trinkets of value, which inrpired' 
thofq needy adventurers with high ideas of the: 
wealth that he had acquired, and with envy ol* 
their good fortune who were engaged in his 
fervice. Some, from hopes of becoming fi^u'ers 
in thofe rich fpoils, declared for an immedmte 
accommodation with Cortes. Others, from 
public fpirit, laboured to prevent a civif 
war, which, whatever party Ihould prevail, 
mull (hake, and perhaps fubvert the Spanffh 
power, in a country where it was fo imperfectly 
eftablifhed. Narvaez difregarded both, and by 
a public proclamation denounced Cortes and hk 
adherents rebels and enemies to their couMry^ 
Cortes, it is probable, was not much furprifed 
at the un tractable ^ arrogance of Narvaess ; and, . 
after having given fuch a proof of his own paci^* 
fie difpofition as might juftify his recoui^e to 
other means, he determined to advance towards 
ah enemy whom he had laboured in vain to 
appeafet 

Marches He left a hundred and fifty men in the capkaf. 

May. ' under the command of Pedro de Alvarado, an 

officer of diftinguiflied courage, for whom the 

Mexicans had conceived a finguhr degree of 

refpeft. 
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r^^fMills^,- To th^ ci^ody.of this flender ^irrifd^ 
ke coiif|akt6d a gccat cky, w&h all the ^Bveadbit^ 
Ke "bad amafled, and, what was ftill of greater '^^* 

importance, the perfon of the imprifoned mo- 
narch. His utmofl art was empioyed in con- 
cealing from Montezuma the real caufe of his 
march- He laboured to periuade him, that the 
ftrangers who had lately arrived were his friends 
and fellow-fubjefts J and that, after a. fhorc in- 
terview with them, they would depart together, 
and return to their own country. The captive 
prince, unable to comprehend the defigns of the 
Spaniards, or to reconcile what he now heard 
with the declarations of Narvaez, and afraid to 
difcover any fymptom of fufpicion or diftruft of 
ij^ortes^ promifed to remain quietly in the Spanifli 
quarters^ and to cultivate the fame friendflilp 
with Alvarado which he had uniformly main- 
tained with him, Cortes, with feeming confi- 
dence in this promife, but relying principally 
upon the injundions which he had givers Alva* 
rado to guard his prifoner with the moft fcru- 
(|iul0U» Tigitwce, fet ojut from Mexico. 

His ftrength, even after it was reinforced by Number of 
thd j«m^o^ of Sandoval and the garrifeii of Vera 
Cni09 did not exceed two hundred and fi&y 
^Knea. As he hc^ed for fuccefs clm&j frsom thi3 
t)3$ipi^p|jp of his motions, his troops were not 

B 4 ^ incum* 
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B>0KVic^ iocusd^ered either with baggage or artiSUMrju 
Yjrjl-- J But as be dreaded extrea^ly the impreffioii 
>590- which the enemy might m^e wi& their cavsiJbry^ 
he had provided ag^inft this danger w^ tiia 
ferefight and Capacity which diftingivfli a. great 
commander. Having obferved that the iadhm 
in the province of Chinantia iifed fp^urs p£ iB»f 
traordinary length and force, be armed his bin 
diers with thefe, and accuftomed them to tlMl 
deep and compad arrangement which the vfy of 
this formidable weapon, the bed perhapa that 
ever was invented for defence) enabled th^a,tq 
affume, ; 

Continues ^ WiTH tbis fmall but firm batta^on, Co(M 
asho^l^^^ advanced tpwards Zempoalla, of ^hich Nsrvaer 
vanced. j^^^ tik^ pofleffion. Durkig his niardi^ he 
made repeated attempts towards fimieaccomme^ 
dation with his opponent. But Narvaess requirmg 
that Cortes and his followers fhould ipftantly fre» 
cognize his title to be governor of New Spain; 
in virtue of the powers which he derived hom 
Velafquez; and Cortes refufmg to iubmit to 
any authority which was not founded on a com** 
mi0ion from the emperor himfelf, ui^deir vrbofe 
immediate protedion he and h^ adh^^ei^ had 
placed their infant colony; all thefe attemiMis 
proved firuitlels. The int^oHifle, howeim'^ 
which this occafioned btfween the two pasties^ 
• proved 
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proved of no fmaH advantage to Cbtftig, » b4>o<^ 
it affdtded him an (^>portuntty of gaining fome m ■■^w^ 
of Ifervaez^a officers by liberal prefents, of foften- *^^' 
ttbg (Ahets by a femblance of moderation, and of 
iusaAhig all by the appearance of wealth among 
hk troops, moft of his foldiers having converted 
didr fliare of the Mexican gold into chains,^ 
l^acekta, and other ornaments, which they dif- 
jteyed with military oftentation. Narvaez and a 
little junto of his creatures excepted, all the arniy 
kaned . towards an accommodation with their 
cound^rmen. This difcovery of theirinclination 
irritated his violent temper almoft to madnels* 
In a tranfport of rage, he fet a price upon the 
bead of , Gortcs, and of his principal officers ; 
sod' having learned that he was now advanced 
wkbm a^league of Zempoalla A^th his fmaH body 
ofi men^ he coniidered this as an infulc which 
mmced immediate chaftifement, and marched 
0ati9iUk aU his troops to offer him battle* 

•But Cortes was a lea.der of igreater abilities Atuekt 
and experience than, on equal ground, to fight ti^i^T 
aft enemy fo far fuperior in number, and fo 
tMch better appointed. Having taken his ftadon 
oa the oppofite bank of the river de Canoas, 
^Hiere he knew that he could not be attacked, he 
' bdield the approach ^f the enemy without con- 
ctray«)d difiragarded this vain biavade. It was 

then 
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v^o^^K ^i^ the begiimii^ of th^vnt feafenS ailii'tfaei 
^^,^^■0- xam h^d poored down, dmii^ x great partial 
'^*** the day, with the Tiolence peculiar to the txmidl 
aione* The followers of Narraez^unacciifloiii^ 
to the hardibips of militaiy fenrice, tnttrmuraila 
much at bemg thus fruitlef^ expoftd, tfaM^ 
from their unfoldier^like impatience as weU m 
bis own contempt of hm adverfary, theti ge« 
peral permitted them to retire to Zempo^t 
The very circumftance which induced tbem. to 
^it the field, encouraged Cortes to form i, 
{eheme» by which he hoped at once to termiMte, 
tbe war. lis ohferred, that his hardy vstteraaii 
though ilanding imder the torrents, whkh nam 
timied to fall> without a fingle- test ov any Ihritev 
wfaatfoeyer to cover them, were fb far iroQLf<» 
^niag at hardfhips which were become>faihfliMr 
tD diem, that they wefe ftitt frefh aod akefe|Dff 
&nrice« He fetefew that the cmmy wcmld 
naturally give tfaemfehres up t?o repole after, their 
fatigue, and that, judging of the coftdu^ of 
others by their own e&minacy, th^y woulddesm 
fheoaielves perfbdly fecuce at ai feaibn fb unfo 
hr d£&oru He refolved, therefore, to && upoa 
limBi in the dead of night, when thefusprife-aid 
terror of this unexpe^led attack nnght. mmf 
than compen£ttB the inferiority o£ his atHfthetMK 

» Hackluyt, YoL 111.467. Se Zmmi Dtfcr. Ittd. Oseid. 21^^ 

Wis 
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Ifit'fottKers, iiwfiUe that no refoutce remained- vo-qk 
tAst in feme defperate efibrt of courage, approved ^ -^r^ut 
of tbe mcafure with fuch iirarmth, that Cortes, in. ^^^^' 
a nSitary oration which he addreCed to them 
b^oie they began their march, was more fo* 
lieitous to temper than to inflame their ardour* 
He dividedthcm into three parties. At the hea* 
of the firft he placed Sandoval ; cntrufting this 
gftHant officer with the moft dangerous and im- 
{k)rtant fervice, that of feizing the enemy's* 
sa^lery, which was planted before the principal 
te^wer of the temple, where Narvaez had fixed 
fait head-quatters, Chriiloval de Olid com- 
BUnded the fecond, with orders to afiault tbe 
t0W^, and lay hold on the genen^. Cortes 
faimfrlf conduced the third^and fmaUeft divifioir, 
winch was to z& as a body of referve, and xq 
fiippoitthe other two as there fliould be occafion^ 
Uifviag pa&d tbe river de Canoas, whicb was 
nmch fweUed with the rains, not wichont diffi» 
CBlty, ^ water reaching almoft to their chins; 
d»y) advanced in profound fil^nce, without beat 
of drum, or found of any warlike inftrument } 
mth ihan armed with his fword, his dagger, and 
htt Cfaiaan^n ^ar« Narvaez, remils in pro*, 
poftion to his fecurity, had pofted only two 
eenriwels to watch the motions of an enemy 
whom he had fuch good caufe to dread. One 
ol tMe was Uixd by the advanced guard 

of 
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of Cortes's troops, the other made his efcape, 
and hurrying to the town with all the precipita- 
'5*^ tion of fear and zeal, gave fuch timely notice of 
the enemy's approach, that there was full kiftdre 
to have prepared for their reception. But, 
through the arrogance and infatuation of Nai- 
%raez, this important interval was loft. He im> 
puted this alarm to the cowardice of the cexttinel^ , 
and treated with derifion the idea of being 
attacked by forces fo unequal to his own. Tbt 
ihouts of Cortes's foldiers, ru(hing on to the 
^&ult, convinced him at laft, that the danger 
which he deljpifed was real. The rapidicy with 
which they advanced was fuch, that only om 
cannon could be fired, before Sandoval's part!y 
dofed with the enemy, drove them from ihM: 
g^ns, and began to force their way up the Aqpa 
of the tower. Narvaez, no lets brans in zQkm 
tlian prefumptuous in condud, .armed hiiiiiBlf 
in hafte, and by his voice and example ammatad 
his men to the combat. Olid advanced to 
fuftain his companions ; and Cortes hicnlelf rufl)». 
ing to the front, condu£):ed and added new 
vigour to the attack. The compaft order in 
which this fmall body prefied on, and the im- 
penetrable front which they prefented with their 
long fpears, bore down all oppditioa before iu 
and over^ They had now reached the gate, and were ftnign 
glmg to burft it open, when a foldterbaviflg ftt 

fire 
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fire tD the reeds with which the tower was b o o k 
Coyered, coippelied Narvaez to fally out. In the u p ^ "^, 
^rft encounter he was wounded in the eye with a '"^^^^ 
ipear, and falling to the ground, was dragged 
down the fteps, and in a moment clapt in fetters^ 
-The cry of vidory refounded among the troops 
of iCortes. Thofe who had fallied out with theii; 
ibidec nofw maintained the confliA feebly, and 
JKgan to furrender* Among the remainder of 
ids* foldiers, .ftationed in two fmaUer towers 
«f tke <empb, terror and confuiion prevaifed* 
Sbe.daxknefs was fo great, that they could not 
diftingyiftbetvera their fnendsaskdfoes« Thdr 
mm wiiUcry* was pointed againit thenu Where^ 
eW} they turned their eyes, they beheld l^s 
^^kmmg through the obfcurity of night, wHcb, 
^idiigh proceeding only from a Tariety of fbiiung 
■Dfit&, that abound in moift and fukry olimates^ 
^Aenriilffitii^btttl imagjaadons^rqirefecMd && Mk* 
kBfltoiift bMds of mu&eteecs advaocixig wiiji 
Idndleditinalches to the attack. ^ After a.fliort 
jnefiftance^.the ibldiera coiapeUed ihdr ofQ^sfy 
jtoicapkuhites. .an4 b^ore morning all laid down . 
(ttniv acme* wA fubniitted quietly to their con^ 
qiierars» 

1 .ii' .• . ..* . ' 

. :T«ii0 jsom^kte nOory proved more ao^ Theeflrca« 
HsqilaW^/.asjit was gaioed almiift without bloo^- iL'^' ""'*' 
ike4|>eii)y(twi>ip}dmrs lieing killed on the fideof 

Cortes, 
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Cortes, and two officers^ with fifteen privateittttti 
of the adverfe fa£Uon. Cortes tr»ted the vaiu 
*^*** quiflied not like enemies, but as countrymen and 
friends, and offered either to fend. them back^di^ 
refUy to Cuba, or to take them into hb ilenrtcei 
as partners in his fortune, on equal terms PfiiH 
his own foldiers. This latter proportion, feconded 
by a feafonable diftribution of fome prefients front 
Cortes, and liberal promifes of more, :qien9d 
profpeQs fo agreeable to the romantic ejqie&iE^ 
tions which iiad invited them to.etigagc in this 
for? iee, that all, a few partisans of Narraes catk» 
cc^ited, do&d with it, and vied with eacdi adkei 
ialprofeflions of fidelity and attachment to a 
gotieral, whofo ireceat fuccefe had glvm tiKd 
fuch a flriking proof of his abilities for commands 
Itius, by a feries of evetits no left fortunate thatti 
uncommon, Cortes not only efoaped feom pen* 
dkion which fisemed uievitabl^, but^ when he had 
leaft reafon to expert it, was placed at the h^ 
of a thoufand Spaniards, ready to folfewiwlier«k 
€ver he fliould lead them. Wljtoevcr refie£l» 
upon the facility with which this vi Aory was obu 
ts^l&ed, or confiders with what fudd^ Md unafti* 
mous tranfition th; followers of Narvaes nhgei 
thcmfelves under the flandard of his rival, will 
be apt to afcribe both events as much to the 
intrigues as to the arms of Cortes, and ciimot 
but fufpe£t that the rab of Narvaez was o<s 
3 calioned; 
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csifioncd, no k6 by the treachery of his own book 
foUowerSy than by the valour of the enemy ^ ' -1-^ 

' BtJT, in one point, the prudent condufl: and '^'**^***- 
good fortune of Cortes were equally confpicuous. armsagainft 
IF^ by the rapidity of his operations after he ni^^ 
began hk march, he had not brought matters ta 
fech a ipeedy iflUe, eren this decifive vi^ory 
tmnkl have come too late to have faved his coml 
pttntom Xfrhom, he 1^ in Mexico. A few day* 
a^iftr the dtfeom&ure of Nafvaez, a courier 
aqfived with an aiccount that the Meskdm bad 
tnlden i^rms, and having fdzed and ddtroyed tb6 
twobrigantines, which Cortes had built in order 
to ifecure the command of the lake, and attacked 
the<Spaniards in their quarters, had killed feveral 
of them, and wounded more, had reduced tt> 
aAes ^eir magazine of provifions, and carried 
te hoftiKties with fuch fury, that, though Alvar 
fad9 and his men defended themfelves with un- 
diuintedvrefolution, they mull either be foon cut 
9£F by^unine, or fink under the multitude of 
thdr enemies. This revolt was excited by 
modules ni^tcb rendered it ftiU more alartning. 
Q^ tht departure of Cortes for Zempoalla, the 
Itfexicans Battered themfdves, that the long ex^ 

t- p^Cwtes &dat. 24a. D. B. Diaz. c. 110—125. ^^* 
t«raf dec* 2. lib. Ui^ c. iS,,&c, Gomara Cron. c. 97, &c. 

. ' . : peded 
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pcfied opportunity of rcftormg their fover^pi 
to liberty^ and of vindicating their country frost 
'5»o- the odious dominion of ftrangers, was at length 
arrived ; that while the forces of their opprcfford 
were divided, and the arms of one party turned 
againft the other, they nught triumph with 
greater facility over both* Confultations were 
Jield, and fchemes formed with this intention* 
.Tne Spaniards in Mexico, confcious of their owa 
feeble^s, fufpeded and dreaded thofe machina-* 
tions* Alvarado, though a gallant officer, pdf» 
feffed neither that extent of capacity, ucmt d^l»ty 
of mauQers, by which Cortes had acqiiiftd iiich 
an afcendant over the minds of the Mexicans, as . 
never allowed them to form a juft eftimate of 
his weaknefs or of their own ftreiigth. Alvarado 
^ew no mode of fupporting his authority but 
force. Inflead of employing addrefs to dilom* 
cert the plans or to footh the fpirits of the 
Mexicans, he waited the return of oi^ of their 
folemn feftivals, when the principal perlbas in 
the empire were dancing, accpydiiig to cuftom^ 
in the court of the great temple; he feized 
all the avenues which led to it, and, allured partly 
by the rich ornaments which they wore in boncw 
pf their gods, and partly by the £cicility of cuttii^i 
pflF at once the authors of that confpiracy which 
he dreaded, he fell upon them, u|iarmed and 
Ainfufpicious of any daqg^, .pi4 maflaiseed a 

great 
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mvpber^ npoe ^hi^ng but facb^as made o o ic 
tb(dk way ovfr the t)fa(tiements of the temple. ^-^! ^ 
An a^on fo- ci^uel sund treacherous filled not '5><^ 
Qply the cky» but the y^hole empire with indigna- 
tipu ^d rage* Ail called sdoud for vengeance ;. 
494 regardlefs of the fafety of their monarchy 
wboSe Uf^ ^as at the me^cy of the Spaniards^ 
or o£ th^ir own danger in afiaulting an enemy 
who had beej(^ fo long the objeft of thdr terror^ 
th^ coo^mitted all thofe a£ts of violence of 
^hjfih Qotp^ re/c^ved dxi account* 

To him t|ie dapger appeared fo immihenr, as Hemarciiet 
to admit neither ofdeliberation nor delay. He let capitti. 
out inftantly with all his forces, and returned 
^POVi; ^ieQipoaU^ whh no lefs rapidity than he had 
ad.VWC4d tlHth&r. A^ Tlafcala he was joined by 
tw^ tfaowfMd chofisn^ warriors. On entering thd 
MmKMi tigrritQ^ he found that difaffedion to ' 
tbif Spaiiiaids was not confined to the capital. 
Th» |Mfip»jpi4 inhabitants h^d deferted the towns 
ll^^pi^ «^h' he p9jQ[€id ; no perfon of note ap- 
^fmfiog tQ me^t him with the ufusd refped ; no 
ffOfi^i^ wp9 mpdfii &r the fubfiftence of his 
tiopDt} m^ thougjb he was permitted to ad% 
lannsL wlliaatoppefitioH, the folitude d^d filence 
wbkb Wgped in eveiy place, and the horror 
\yyt^ Whyi ^ poQpN avoided all intercourfd 
1^ Imh ^ibP^mk » de^^rooteii aonpathy^ 

yiQ§,.nu € that 
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BP OK that excited the moft juft alarm. But, im- 
c^^yiy,-^ placable as the enmity of the Mexicans was, they 
^^^^ were^ fo. Unacquainted with the fcience of war, 
that they knew not how to take the proper 
'meafures, either for their own fafety or the 
deftruftion of the Spaniards. Uninftrufted by 
their former error in admitting a formidable, 
enemy into their capital, inftead of breaking 
down the caufeways and bridges, by which th^y ' 
might have inclofcd Alvarado and his party, and \ 
June 14. have effeftually flopped the career of Cortes, they 

again fuffered him to march into the city withr ' 

\ out moleftation, and to take quiet poffeffion of . 
his ancient ftation. 

cSa of '^'^^ tranfporjs t>f joy with which Alvarado 
cortcg. and his foldiers received their compamons cannot 
be exprefled. Both parties were fo much elated,- - 
the one vrfth their feafonable deliveraoce, aiid the 
other with the great exploits, which they had 
atchieved, that this intoxication of fuccefs feems 
to have reached Cortes himfelf ; and he behaved 
/ on this occafion neither with his ufual fagacity 
nor attention. He not onjy neglected to vifit 
Montezuma, but imbittered the infult by ex* 
preffions full of contempt for that unfortunate 
prince and his people. The forces of which he 
had now the command, appeared to him fo 
irrefiftible, that he might afiudae aa higher tone# 
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and lay afide the malk of moderation, under b o^o k 
which he had hitherto concealed his defigns. u ^ ,m iMj 
Sothe Mexicans who underftood the Spanifli '^*®* 
language, heard the conte^lptuou8 words which 
Cortes uttered, and reporting them to their 
countrymen, kindled their rage anew. They 
were now convinced that the intentions of the- 
general were equally bloody with thofe pf Alva-^ \ 
rado, and that his original purpofe in vifiting 
their country, had not been, as he pretended, to 
court the alliance of their fovereign, but to 
attenlpt the conqueft of his dominions. They J^^V^^^ 
refuihed their arms with the additional funy thcMcxi- 
which this difcovery infpired, attacked a con- 
fiderable body of Spaniards who were marching 
towai^ds the great fquare in which the public 
miarfcet Was Jield, and compelled them to retire 
with kfme iok. Emboldened by this £mosk^ 
and ddighe^ to find that their oppreflbrs were 
not invindble,' they adv^tficed next day with ex* 
triior^nary martial pomp to aflajalt the Spaniards 
in^hdr.quarters. Their number wa& formidaUe, 
aqd : their undaunted courage ftill more fo. 
Tbt^gh the artill^y pointed againft their nu- 
merous battalions, crowded together in narrow 
ftreets, fwept oflF multitudes at every difcharge ; 
though every- blow of the Spaniih weapoias fell 
with mortal effed upon their naked bodies, the 
impetuofky of tt^ aflault did not abate. Ftefh 
/f-ly^ c 2 mea 
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tnen taChcd feiivaf d to occupy the piaces of the 
flain, and meeting mth the &ine fate* wcr^ fuc- 
'5*^ ' cecded by others nolc& intrepid and eager for 
^ vengeance.* The utmoft effort of Cortes's abili- 
ties and experience, feconded by the difciplmcd 
valour of hi$ troops, were hardly fuffident to dc* 
fead the fortificatioas, that funxnmded the poft 
where the Spaniards were ftatioaed, into wl^ich 
the enemy were morn than once on the point of 
fidrciag cheTr way. 

Diftrefsor CoRT£S behdd^ with wonder^ the implacable 
^rdr fetocity of a people who &emed at firft , to fkbmit 
taitiely to the yoke, and had coniaouedib.long 
paiive uiider i«. The foldieiis of ib^sunraes^ wh^ 
fondly imaginad that they foUowed Cortes to 
fhare in the fpoils of a con^fisesed ^n^re, were 
aftontOied to find that they w^re inv;olv)ed in 
a dangeroM war, with an enemy whofi^ vigour 
was ftlil ni^reken, and loudly execrated their 
e^wn w^knefs, in giving fiich eafy credk to the 
dehvfive protntfes of thdr new leader \ • But 
fof piffe and complaints were of no avail. Some 
immediate and extraordinary cibrt was rcquifite 
to extricate themfelves but of their ptefent: fitua- 
tion. As foon » the approach jof evening 
induced the Mexicans^ to retire, in compliance 

^B. Ciaa. ciatf^ 

with 
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vnth their national cuRom of ceafing from faofti« i o ^ c 
lities with the fetting ftin, Cartes began Co -pre- *- ^^V^ 
|)are for a filly, tiext day, with fuch a confidertWe *f** 
force, ai might either drive the enemy out of iht ' 
city, oi compe! llhem <o liftea to teroii of 
ttccommodatiom 



He cotiduftfed, m toerfon, the tr<K)j>B deiUned Coitwat- 
for this important lervice. Every kivention without 



fucceis. 



"known in the European sot of war, as well a$ 
every precaution, fuggefted by his long acquaints 
ance with the Indian mode of fighting, were 
employed to enfure fuccefe. But he found an 
enemy pi^pared and i^etermiAed to oppofe turn. 
The force of the MexicaM was gvefttiif aug- 
mented by freih troops, which poured in con-» 
"^hitialiy fit>m the country, and their tbunftofity 
'was in no degree abated. They were led by 
theit not)!es,' inflamed by the exhortations rf 
^ihdr priefts, and fought m di^snce of *wr 
"tethptes and iamiBes, under Ae eye ef their 
jgods, tod in prefencex)f then- wives and <AS4ren. 
NotwhhftaftiKng their imnihers, 'andeMhuriaftiq 
contenfipt of danger and death, ^therever Che $pd^ 
rfards could clofe with A^m,* the fi^criodty^ 
iheifxUfcif^^e and arms <^igdd ^lihe Jideaujcans ito 
'give way. But in ^tpfom ilredlB, and ivdieoe 
mmy of the bridges lof ^ommuniatiJoa ^W 
intiken ddwn, 4he Spaniatds ^o\M ikUmacoHisi 
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to a fair rencounter wkh.the enemy, and as they 
advanced, were expofed to ihowers of arrows 
«iio- and ftones from the tops of houfes- After a 
day of inceflant exertion, though vaft numbers 
of the Mexicans fell, . and part of the city 
was burnt, the Spaniards, weary with the 
flaughter, and harafied by multitudes which 
fucceffively relieved each other, were obliged at 
length to retire, with the mortification of having 
accomplifhed nothing fo decifive as to compen- 
fate the unufual calamity of having twelve fol- 
diers killed^ and above fixty wounded. Another 
fally, made with greater force, was not mor? 
effeftual, and in^it the general himfelf wa^ 
wounded in the hand. 

Montfzaaui - CoiiTES now perceived, too late, the fatal 
^**°* ' e?ror mto which he had been betrayed by his 
own contempt of the Mexicans, and was fatisfied 
that he could neither maintain his prefent ftation 
in the centre of an hoftile city, nor retire from i^ 
without the moft imminent danger. One refource 
ftill remained, to try what effeft the interpofition 
of Montfszuma might have to foothe or overawe 
his fubjedls. When the Mexicans approached 
next morning to renew the aflault, that unfortu- 
nate pruice, at the mercy of the Spaniards, and 
reduced to the fad neceffity of becoming the in- 
ftrument of his own difgrace^ atiid of the ilavery 

of 
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of fcis people % advanced to the battlements in his book 
royal robes, and with all the pomp in which he u>- v --^ 
ufed to appear on folemn occafions. At fight of '**^ 
their fovereign, whom they had long been 
accuftomed to honour, and alihoft to revere as 
a god, the weapons dropt from their hands, 
every tongue was filent, all bowed their heads, 
and many proftrated themfdves on the ground.; 
Montezuma addreffed them with every argument / 

that could mitigate their rage^ or perfuade them 
to ceafe from hoftilities. When he ended his 
difcourfe, a fuUen murmur of difapprobation run 
through the ranks ; to this fucceeded reproaches 
and threats ; and the fury of the multitude rifing 
in a moment above every reftraint of decency or 
relpeft, flights of arrows and volleys of ftoiies 
poured in fo violently upon the rampart^, timt, 
before the Spanifli foldiers, appointed to cover 
Montezuma with their bucklers, had time to Jift 
them in his defence, two arrow$ wpunded the 
unhappy monarch, and the blow of a (lone on. 
his temple ftruck him to the ground. On feeing 
him fall, the Mexicans were fo much aftoniflied,. 
that, with a tranfition not uncommon in. popular 
tumults, they pafled in a moment from one ex* 
treme to the other, remorfe fucceeded to infult, , 
and they fled with horror, as if the vengeance of 

« Sec NOTE 11, 

c 4 Heaven 
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Heaten were ^urfoirtg the ^me wWcli tfce^f Ihfed 
committed. The Spini^ds, witSroat moleilidoii^ 
'^^^ tarried Montezuma to his apattnrcnts, stnd Cortes 
haftened thither to confole him under Ws ttii«fbr- 
tune. Btft the unhappy ftticmwdi now pef^ 
cdved how low he was Tuak, and \itt hlugfaty 
^irit whidi feemed to have been fo lon^ idxtiod:^ 
returning, he fcomed to furvive this ii& humi- 
iiation, and to pfotrad an igftomlniotrs life, not 
only as the prifoner and tool of his enerme^, but 
sts the objeft of coxftempt or deteftatidnhmong 
his fubjeds. In a tran^rt of ragb he tore ihc 
l>afidag6S from his wounds, and reAifed, widi 
jueh obftkftQcy, to take any nourifhmem^ that he 
f0on ended his wretched days, rgedtng with 
ififiisdin all thb foHcitations of the Sp&iairds t(^ 
eolBrace the Chriftian faith. 

New con- Upon thfe death of Montezutha, Cortes havw 
ing loft all hppe of bringing the Mexicans to an 
. accommodadon, faw no profpeft of fafety but ta 
atttempting a retreat, and b^ian to prepare for i& 
But a fudd^n modon of the Meisdcahs ei^aged 
him in ncfw conflids. They took pofleflkm of a 
high tower it the great teihple which overlooked 
the Spanifi quarters, and phcii^ there a garrifeft 
of their princtpial warriors, iiot a Spaniard ctfuld 
ftir without being expofed to their mifCIe wea- 
pons. Fronrthis pofl: h was deteiflary to diflodge 
- \ - '■ • (S . them 
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"^I^A « ihy liBt J ^iwl jui!d tie Efbcrhar, *3di 4 fi o^ ti 
^^ttnterous detachme^ df chofdft Totdfera, wak \^^J^,^ 
^)l4emi C6 tnske Ae ttt^dc. Bift Efcobat, "^'o^ 
ttAJOgH, fet gaftafit officer, fefed at ttife h^ad o€ 
t»*p« a€tuftomed t^ toiiqt!^', «flki Ivho noW 
«M%t» 41 Adter the ^yeS tut ^tht^ «oU!^ftito, waSs 
thrice repulfed. Cortes, rchfiMe thsk tioft trtdjr 
the reputation, but the fafety of his zrrx^y de- 
pki(^ db tlte ftidcefs of this aflkalt, oi^red. 
a Ibocitlar to be tiisd to his irm^ ts^ ^ codd 
^mt Wiki^ it ivith his w<Deoiided %alid, ^ 
ttifli«d. wkh his Aa'C^^ ftror^ into the thid:^ ^ 
lite<K)tibfiHia(!its^ Em^ouraged b^ the defence dF 
i^dlr %6fierd, ttife Spaniasfds rettirned to thb 
i^torge With fuch vigour, thSt ^hey ^aduaaiy 
£iTe«d ^hdk- way t^ the ft^s, and drove lihe 
Itfexicsms to ^e platfbhft aft the top of tlie to^mv * 
Theit^ dmuHul ckttMige began, >ti4itti wo yotin^ 
Mbdc^i^ oiF i&^ ttelc, obfer^ifig Cortes as lib 
anima;!^ fob Ibldiefs l>y his Voice '^d exiaMple^ 
T*fol^^ to facrifice their owa liv^ id otd^r t4!i 
f Ut off the author of all the calamities which de^ 
ff^m^i their ^oimtiy. They ^^roadbed him ja 
'^ ^u^Jicstht paftufe, as 'if they Titid intended t6 
lay down fheir arms^ and feizing hun in a 
moment, I^Auried him towards tlie battlemeati, 
0m which they Ktee^ thcroyelves headlong, 
\a ftotres of drag^ng Mh Utong to b« dsdh^ 
in pieceis by the fame fall. But Cortes, by his 

ftr^tb 
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Itrength and agility, broke loofe from tbdf 
grafp, and the gallant youths perifhed in this 
*^**^ generous though unfaccefsful attempt to lave 
their country ^ As foon as the Spaniards became 
mafters of the tower, they fet fire to it, and, 
without farther moleftation, continued the pre* 
parations for their retreat. 

TbeSp^ This became the more neceflary, as the 
doatbtcity] IVIespcans were fo much aftonifbed at the lafi: 
effort of the Spaniih valour, that they began to 
change their whole fyftem of hoflility, and, m-* 
ilead of inceffant attacks, endeavoured, by baiTH 
xading the flreet^, and breaking down the caufie^ 
.ways, to cut off the communV;ation of. the 
Spaniards with the continait, and thus to ftarve 
an enemy whom they could not fubdue. The 
iirfl point to be determined by Cortes and his 
fdllowers, was, whether theyihould march out 
openly in the face of day, when they could dif- 
cern every danger, and fee how to regukte their 

^ M. Clavigero has cenfured mc with aTperity for relatiog 
^thU gallant a6Uon of the two Mexicans, and for fuppofing 
' that there were battlements round the temple of Mexico. I 

related' the attempt to deftroy Cortes on the authonty of 
•Her. dec. 3. lib. x. c. 9. and of Torquemada, lib. 4I c. dgi 
, I followed them likewife in fuppofmg the uppermoft plat> 
form of the temple to be encompaflcd-by a battlement .or 
rail. 

own 
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-0wn morions, as well as how to refill the aflaults 
of the enemy; or, whether they fhould en* 
deavour to retire fecretly in the night ? The '.^a®- 
latter was preferred, partly from hopes that their * . 
national fuperftition wpuld reftrain the Mexicans -'- 
from venturing to attack them in the night, and 
partly from their own fond belief in the pre- 
diaions of a private foldier, who havjng j(^uire4 
-miiverfal credit by a fmattering of learning, an4 
his pretenfions to aftrology, bpldly affured his 
countrymen of fuccefs^ if they made their r.etr$a,t 
in thifr manner; They began to move, towards 
, midnight, in three divifions. Sandoval led tl|e 
van ; Pedro Alvarado, and Velafquez de Leofl, 
. had the conduft of the rear j and Cortes, com- 
manded in the centre, where he placed the 
prifoners, among whom were a fpn an4 two 
daughters of Montezuma, together with j[everal 
Me^cans of diftindion, tjie, artillery, the bag- 
gage, and a portable bridge of timber, intended 
to be laid over the breaches in the caufeway. 
,They marched in profound filence along the 
caufeway which led to Tacuba, bcjcaufe it was 
fhorfer than any of the reft, and lying, moft 
remote from the road towards Tlafcala and the 
feucoaft, had been left ihore entire by the Mexi^ 
cans. They reached the firft breach in it with- 
out moleftation, hoping that their retreat was 
Ijndifcovered. 
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But AeMexicaiis, ttfipcrceivttlj badtiot only 
watched all their motions wi^ attention, but ha^ 
'made propef diil^fitions for a tnofl: formidable 
SL^^Luis. ittack. VS^ile the Spaniaa-ds were iaicnt upoti 
placing theif bridge in the breach, and occupied 
in condufHn^ their horfes and artBlery along if, 
t^y %6re fuddenly atatmed \9hlti a ttemendbTis 
found €^ warlike infttutnents, and a getteral 
"fiiOQtitoTn an inmimerable muttitudeof metpi^s ; 
the lake v^ coverai with canoes ; flights of 
^attam^ and ihowers of ftones poured in upon 
4hem fi-otti ctrery quarter ; the Mca&aBS fufting 
fcrwstrd to the charge with fearldi imp^tuofity, 
as if i!hey hoped hi that moment 40^ be 9v<ag64 
for aB their wtonga. U^fort<inatdy the voodeu 
•Iwridge, by the weight of the Artillery, was 
wddgM fe faft ^b the ftones "b^ tti»d, that 
'it' %as ItnpoSble to^amot^ It. Biftnay^ at thk 
iM^eSdetft, the SpanSardg isAvmcdk with ptedpka- 
'iicfH fcmdgt&B tht feccj&d tfreach* The Mexicans 
iM^miMd themtt on every fide^ aad though th^y 
^MfetKkti chdtairdlvte wich ttbeir nfuad courage, 
if€t «rovded togie*ber «s Ihey wi^re on a aarrow 
eafiCewfty, tiieir dMdplhie and »iiic»y fkill w«iie 
^Bafeavaoly nor did'tbe^oltfcMSity of then^t 
p^^rmit them to derivtf (gvest «kantage £pDtti 
'dtadr ^re^aritt, or the fuperkmty of their yothor 
weapom. All Meadco wasnow in arms^ and £b 
eager were tHe people on the deftn«&ion of their 

oppreflbrs^ 
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>>p{5re(n>rS) that they who we^e not wajr eeough 
to mnoy them in p^^t impau^t pf the deUy^ 
prcSed forward with fe^ g|Hjpur,,2is (Jroyp oijt 'i*^* 
tjjeir oomufymea kt th« froW wkh irrisfiftibte 
-viokiiC9# Frefli wtrriprs inft^ly filled the 
plac^ ^ fiich 93 /Eiilt Tbet Spai^acds, weary 
with flwgbtar, ^ npftfele.ta f^ftam ih^ woight 
of th^ tQf roat t}ia( pmH'ed w upon then^, begaa 
to^ give way« l^ ^ an^a^pi: the conf]iri0(i W9$ 
unireciSUs i^rf^ and ff(»?t, offioer^ aD4 faldwsrs, 
ft^dl aiad €i»eijii^8^ wer^ miagied together; 
^^ 115^1^. *1L foag^i, 5«id mfi?iy HU t^y 
cot^ hwd^y ^wg«yh fxgm wfctat hw¥i the 
ildw <:iutie« 

'^ CoATBs^ ivkh about a hundred &ot IbUiers Thdrdif. 
and a few hocfo, forced his wa/)over the imp re- * *^ 

' tttaining breaches in the caufeway, the bodies of 
dtb dead fierYiBg to fiti up l;be .cfaafms, and 

'\ l^kchcd the main land* Having <fwined fliea^ 
ad^oai ai d^ arrived^ he cetamed wjith iuch ac 
were yet capable of €srviGs^ to affift his ftieads in 
tjheir retreat, and ta^ncouoage thcm^t^ hip pre- 
fence and eica^iple^ to perfe^eere in th^ ^orts / 
i^eqnii&e to eiFaS: it. He met widi pant of hid 
fioddter^, wiiQ had hrok^ through the enecay^ but 
found many more overwhelmed by the multitude 
of theit aggreffors, or pcrifting in the lake.; ^nd 
; heard the piteous lamAitationsAf othei^^-whom 

the 
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the Mexicans, hiaving taken alive, were carrying' 
off in triumph' to h6 facrificed to the god of war.' 
>s^o- Before day, all who had efcaped aifembled at 
Tacuba. Bat when the mommg dawned, and 
difcovered to the view of Cortes his fhatt^ed 
battalion, reduced to lefs than half its nun^ber, 
the furvivors dejefted, and mod of them covered 
with wounds, the thoughts of what they had 
fuffered, and the remembrance of fo many 
' ^ithful friends and gallant followers who had 
fallen in that night of forrow ', pierced his foul 
with fuch anguifh, that while he was forming* 
their ranks, and iffulng fome neceflary orders, 
his foldiers obferved the tears trickling from his 
eyes, and remarked, with much fatis&ftion, that 
. while attentive to the duties of a general, he was 
not infenfible to the feelings of a man, 

^md lofs. Im this fatal retreat many officers of diftin^jon 

periflied ^, and among thefe Velafquez de Leon,, 
who having forfaken the party of his kinfman, the 
governor of Cuba, to follow the fortune of his 
companions, was, on that account, as well as for 
his fuperior merit, refpeded by them as the 
fecond perfon in the army. All the artillery, 
ammunition, and baggage, were loft ; the greater 

z Noche 7rtfte is tlie name by which it is ftiU dillinguiihedf 
In New Spain. 
^ See NOTE III. 
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part of the horfes, and above two thoufand book 
Tlafcalans, were killed, and only a very fmall ^^^^^m^ 
portion of the treafure which they had amaffed '^"^ 
was: faved. This, which had been always their 
chief obje^l, proved a great caufe of their cala* * 
mity^ for many of the foldiers having fo over- 
loaded themfelves with bars of gold as rendered 
them unfit for aftidn, and retarded their flight, 
fell, ignominioufly, the viftims of their own 
inconfiderate' avarice. Amidft fo many difafters, 
it was fome confblation to find that Aguilar' 
and Marina, whofe funftion as interpreters 
was of fach eBentlal importance, had made their' 
cfcapc*. 

Thb iBrft care of Cortes was to find fom^ Difficult re- 
flielter for his wearied troops ; for as the Mexi- spL^Mt. 
cans infixed them on every fide, and the people 
of Tatuba began to take arms, he could not 
continue in his prefent ftation. He directed 
his march 'towards the rifing ground, and having 
fortunately difcovered a temple fituated on an 
eminence, took pofleffion of it. There he found 
not only the Ihelter for which he wiflied, but, 
what was no lefs wanted, fome provifions to 
f efrelh his men ; and though the enemy did 

^ Cortes Rekt. p. 248. B. Diaz. •• 128. Go»art 
Cron. €• 109* Herrera, dec. 3. Ub. z. €. 11, 12. * 
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#aa« n^ mteni>it their attacks throi^ofU; tl>^ 49j^ 
|pt-^JL^ tl»^y v^re With ld$ difl5qvt|ty pr-^yentgd ftroP| 
i»o. pafeiug^iyiinpTeffioiu t^urmg tlU^ ti^e Cp««^ 
va§ ejig^g^d m deep confuUation with hU q% 
cei8, concerning the rppte which they oujjht tc^ 
t^e in tjicir retreat. Th^y \yerc upw 051 tfeci 
weft fide of the l^ke. Tl^fcala, the om|y pla«i 
iKbere tbjey oQuld hope &r a friendly recepuoOji 
lay abgot (Ixty-fQur nailer tp thp e^ft of J4^i^o '^ ; 
Xo tb?it they were obliged to ga rgifud ihq zig^ 
oxd of the lake b^fpre they could fall into thf^ 
Xf^ which led th^ber. A Tlaicalau fpldier im«^ 
^}anoQk to he their gulde^ and coQidi,i£M th^sn^ 
throi^h a country^ in fome places marft^, io^ 
odiers mountainous, in all ill-cultivated and 
tbinlf l»oplfi4. They qiarch^d for, fix 4^y8 
wth liule refpitp, a^d upder cp|itu»ial alafms,, 
9umei:o^3 bodies of the IVkxicans hoveriog 
arpund them> fomethnes harafling them at a. 
4i(lwM:e ypfk thgir wflUe weapcw, ^d ftws* 
time? attac.kieg thew cWely in fro^t, ia x^ar, 
in flank^ with great bojdji^fs, as they iiowknev 
t^at they were not invincible. I^or we^e the fe* 
tigu^ md dapger of tho& iuQ^ant coofljiifl^ the 
"wprft evils tp which they were eacpof(^ ^ thc^ 
l^arren cpyntry through which they JpaflW af* 
forded hardly any provifions, they were reduced 
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tt> feed' on berries, roots, and the ftsdks of greeil b' o^ o R 

maize ; and at the very time that famine wa^ de« t ■^-yl, ^ 

preiHng their* fpirits and wafting iheir ftrength,' '5a»* 
their fituation required the moft vigorous and 
unremitting exertions of courage and aftivity* 
Amidft thofe complicated diftreffes, one circum- 
ftance fupported and animated the Spaniards^ 
Their commander fuftained this fad reverie of 
fortune with unfliaken magnanimity. His pre- 
fence of mind never forfook him ; his fagacity 
forefaw every event, and his vigilance provided' 
for it. He was foremoft in every danger, 
and endured every hardfliip with cheerfblnefs* 
The difficulties with which he was furro'unded 
feemed to call forth new talents ; and his fol- 
diers, though defpairing themfelves, continued 
to follow him with encreafing confidence in hi$- 
abilities. 

On the fixth day they arrived near to Otumba, battle of 
not far from the road between Mexico and 
TIafcala. Early next morning they began to 
advance towards it, flying parties of the enemy 
ftill hanging on their rear ; and, amidft the in- 
fults with which they accompanied their hofti^ 
lities, Marina remarked that they often exclaimed 
with exultation, " Go on, robbers ; go to the 
place where you (hall quickly meet the ven- 
geance due to your crime$." The meaning of this 

V0I4. in. D threat 
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threat the Spaniards did not comprehend, Until 
they reached the fummit of an eminence before 
'5*°* them. There a fpacious valley opened to their 
view, covered with a vaft army, extending as far 
as the eye could reach. The Mexicans, while 
with one body of their troops they haraffed the 
Spaniards in their retreat, had aflembled their 
principal force on the other fide of the lake j 
and marching along the road which led dheftly 
to Tlafcala, ported it in the plain of Otumba, . 
through which they knew Cortes mud pafs. 
At the fight of this incredible multitude, which 
they could furvey at once from the rifing 
ground, the Spaniards were aftoniflied, and even 
the'boldeft began to defpair. But Cortes, with- 
out allowing leifure for their fears to acquire 
ftrength by refleftion, after warning them briefly 
that no alternative now remained but to conquer 
or to die, led them inftantly to the charge. The 
Mexicans waited their approach with unufual 
fortitude. Such, however, was the fuperiority 
, of the Spanifh difcipline and arms, that the 
impreffion of this fmall body was irrefiftible ; 
and whichever way its force was direded, it 
penetrated and difperfed th^ moft numerous 
battalions. But while thefe gave way in one 
quarter, new combatants advanced from an^ 
other, aad the Spaniards, though fuccefsful in 
Qveyy attacks W€i*e ready to fink under thofe re- 
.., ': . peajted 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HISTORY OF AMERICA- 35 

peated efforts, without feeing any end of their b 6 o it 
toil,* or any hope of vidory. At that time t,^ /— j 
Cortes obferved the great ftandard of the empire, '^*^' 
which was carried before the Mexican general, 
advancing ; and fortunately recollefting to have 
heard, that on the fate of it depended the 
event of every battle, he affembled a few of his 
braveft officers, whofe horfes were ftill capable 
of fervice, and placing himfelf at their head, 
puflied forward towards the ftandard with ai;i 
impetuofity which bore down every thing before 
it. A chofen body of nobles, who guarded th« 
ftandard, made fome refiftance, but were foon , 
broken. Cortes, with a ftroke of his lance, 
wounded the Mexican general, and threw him 
to the ground. One of the Spanifh officers 
alighting, put an end to his life, and laid hold of 
the imperial ftandard. The moment that their 
leader fell, and the ftandard, towards which all 
direfted their eyes, difappeared, an univerfal 
panic ft ruck the Mexicans, and, as if the bond 
which held them together had been difTolved, 
every enfign was lowered, each foldier threw 
away his weapons, and all fled with precipitation 
to the mountains. The Spaniards, unable to 
purfue them far, returned to colleft the fpoils of 
the field, which were fo valuable, as to be fome 
, compenfation for the wealth which they had loft 
in Mexico j for in the enemy's army were moft 
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Reception 
of the Spa« 

ntards in 
TiafcaU. 



of their principal wairiors, drefled out in thcif 
richeft ornaments, as if they had been marching 
to affured viftoryr Next day, to their great joy, 
they entered the Tlafcalan territories K 

But amidft their fatisfaSion in having got 
beyond the precinds of an hoRile country, they 
could not look forward without folicitude, as 
they were ftill uncertain what reception they 
might meet with from allies, to whom they re- 
turned in a condition very different from that in 
which they had lately fet out from their dominions. 
Happily for them, the enmity of the Tlafcalans 
to the Mexican name was fo inveterate, their 
defire to avenge the deatlj of their countrymen 
fo vehement, and the afcendant which Cortes 
had acquired over the chiefs of the republic fo 
complete, that, far from entertaining a thought 
of taking any advantage of the diftreffed fitua- 
tion in which they beheld the Spaniards, they 
received them with a teildernefs and cordi- 
' > ality which quickly diflipated all their fufpiciom. 

Ncrw Heii- Some interval of tranquillity and indulgen<:e 

corteT. '^ ' was now abfolutely neceffar)' j not only that the 

' Spaniards might give attention to the cure of 

their wounds, which had been too long ne- 

* Cortes Relat. p. 219, B. Diaz, c. 128.. Gomara 
Cron. c. rio. Hcrrcra, dec. 2, lib. x. c, 12, 13. 

6 ' gleftcd. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HISTORY OF AMERICA. 37 

glefted, but in order to recruit their ftrength, ex- book 
haufted by fuch a long fucceffion of fetigue and ^_ -; . j* 
Jiardfhips. During this, Cortes learned that he ^r^* 
and his companions were not the only Spaniards 
who had felt the effeds of the Mexican enmity. 
A confiderable detachment, which was march- 
ing from Zempoalla towards the capital, had 
been cut off by the people of Tepeaca. A 
fmaller party, returning from Tlafcala to Vera 
Cruz, with the (hare of the Mexican gold 
allotted to the garrifon, had been furprifed and 
deftroyed in the mountains. At a junfture 
when the life of every Spaniard was of im- 
portance, fuch loffes were deeply felt. The 
fchemes which Cortes was meditating rendered 
them peculiarly affliftive to him. While his 
enemies, and even many of his own followers, 
confidered the difaflers which had befallen him 
as fatal to the progrefs of his arms, and imagined 
that nothing now .remained but fpeedily to aban- 
don a country which he had invaded with un- 
equal force, his mind, as eminent for perfeverance 
as for enterprife, was ftill bent on accompliftiing 
bis original purpofe, of fubjefting the Mexican 
empire to the crown of Caftile. Severe and 
unexpefted as the check was which he had 
received, it did not appear to him a fufficient 
reafon for relinquifliing the conquefts which he 
)iad already made, or againll refuming his ope« 
9 3 T»tions 
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rations widi better hopes of fuccefs. The colony 
at Vera Cruz was not only fafe but had re- 
'^*°' mained unmolefted. The people 6f Zempoalla 
and the adjacent diftrids had difcovered no 
fymptoms of defedion. The Tlafcalans continued 
faithful to then- alliance. On their martial fpirit, 
eafily rouzed to arms, and inflamed with impla- 
cable hatred x)f the Mexicans, Cortes depended 
for powerful aid. He had (till the command of 
a body of Spani^ds, equal in number to that 
with which he had opened his way into the 
centre of the empire, and had taken poffeffion 
of the capital ; fo that with the benefit of greater 
experience, as well as more perfeft knowledge 
of the country, he did not defpair^of quickly re^ 
covermg all that he had been deprived of by 
untoward events. 

The mea- FuLL of this idea, he courted the Tlafcalan 
takes ^^ chiefs with fuch attention, and diftributed among 
them fo liberally the rich Ipoils of Otumba, that 
he was fecure of obtaining whatever he Ihould 
require of the republic. He drew a fmail- fupply 
. of ammunition, and two or three fieUrpiecea, 
fr6m his (lores at Vera Cruz. He difpatched 
an officer of confidence with four (hips of Narw 
vaez^s Qeet to Hifpaniola and Jamaica^ to eng^^ 
adventurers, and to purchafe hoifes, gunpowder, 
and othjer military ftores. As he knew that it 

would 
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worrfd be vain to attempt the rcdaftioA of book 
Mexico, unlefs he could kcwe the comtiland m- .(.'^i 
of the lake, he gave orders to prepare, in the ^^' 
niQuntains of Tlafcala, materiapls for building . 
twelve brigantines, fo as they might be carried 
thither in pieces ready to be i^ut together, and 
launched when he ftood in need of theit* 
fervice". 

But while, with provident attention, he was Mutinous 
taking thole neceflaFy lleps towards the execu- troops. 
tion of his meafures, an obftacle arofe in a 
quarter where it was leaft expefted, but moft 
formidable. The fpirit of difcontent and mntiny 
broke out in his own army. Many of Narvaez's 
followers were planters rather than foldiers, and 
had accompanied him to New Spain ^ith 
fanguine hopes of obtaining fettlements, but 
with little inclination to engage in the hardfhips 
and dangers of war. As the fame motives had 
iftduced them to enter into their new engagci- 
ineats with Cortes^ they no fooner became 
acquainted with the nstfure of the fervice, chaa 
they bitterly repented of their choice. Such of 
thctii as had the good fortune to farvive the 
perilous adventures in which their own impru- 
dence had involved them* happy fe having made 

» Cortte^Rdat. p. »53|. E* Gbmara Cfon. c* 1 17. 

p 4 their 
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BOOK fkdr^efcape, trembled at the thoughts of being 

^1 „ ■ eacpoTed a fecoad thne to fimilar calamities 

'5^°' As foon as they difcovered the intaitiott of 

Cortes, they began fecretly to murmur and 

Cdbdly and waxing gradually more audacious^ 

they, in a body, oflfered a remonftrance to their 

general againft tl^ imprudence of attacking a 

powerful empire with his fhattered forces, and 

formally required him to lead them back dircSly 

to Cuba. Though Cortes, long praclifed in 

the arts of command, employed arguments, 

Jntreaties, and prefents, to convince or to 

foothe them ; though hi$ own foldiers, anonated 

-with the fpint of their leader, warmly fecotsidfid 

jiip eodes^VQurs ; he fpund thdr fears too violet 

and deep-rooted to be removed, and the tttmoift 

he could effed was to prevail with them to defer 

their departure for fome time, on a promife that 

he wquWj at a more proper junftpre, difiwSfs 

.fuch as fhould defire it^ 

Means he That tl^ makoutents might have no letfore 

J^fv7thc?r to brood over the caufes of their difaffeftiw, he 

confidence, rgfoived infta^tly tpcaU fprth his troops into 

aftion. He prppofed to chaftife the people of 

Tepeaca £[;h: the outrage which they had com- 

ji^U^j and ^ the detachment which they had 

.cut off happened to be compoied moftly of 

. foldieis who liad.ferved under Narvaez>^eir 

companions. 
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companicos, bom the defire of yengeance^ 
engaged the more triliingly in this war. He 
took the command in perfon, accompsoikd by 
a numerous body of TlaTcalans, and ih the fpoce 
<d a few weeks, after various encounters, witii 
grdat flaughter of the Tepeacans, reduced that 
province to fubje£tion. During ieverai months^ 
while he wahed for the fupplies of men and 
ammunition which he expeded, and was carrying 
on hh preparations for conflruding the brigan- 
times, he kept his troops conftantly employed in 
•various expeditions againft the adjacent provinces, 
all of which were coHdufted with an uniform 
usior of fisccefs. By thefe, his men becatfte 
again aecuftomed to vidory, and refumed thefa* 
Wd&ied fenfe of fuperiority ; the Mexican power 
vM' weakened ; the Tlafcalan warriors acquired 
4he bubit of ading in conjundion with the 
'^aniairds; and the chiefs of the republic de- 
lighted to fee their country enriched with the 
fpoils of all the people around them, and 
.aftoniihed every day with fre& difcoveries of the 
itrdiftible prowefs of their allies, they declined 
no eflbrt requifite to fupport them. 

A1.JL thofe preparatory arrangements, bow- strenstiim- 
ever, though the moft prudent and efiBcacious ^for^ 
which the fituarion of Cortes allowed him to 
;inake> would Jbave been of little avails without a 

reinforce- 
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B o^o K ttifdoTctment of Spanifli foldiers. Of this h* 
was To deeply fenfible, that it was' the chief, 
objcd of his thoughts and wiflies ; and yet his 
only profpeft of obtaining it from the return of 
the officer whom he had fent to the ifles to 
foKcit aidj was both diftant and uncertain. But 
what neither bis own fagacity nor power could 
have procured, he owed to a feries of fortunate 
an4 unforefeen incidents. The governor of 
Cuba, to whom the fuccefs of Narvaez appeared 
an event of infallible certainty, having fent two 
fmall fhips after him with new inftruftibns, and 
a fupply of men and military ftores, the officer 
whom Cortes had appointed to command on the 
coaft, artfully decoyed them into the harbour of 
Vera Cruz, feized the veffels, and eafily pef- 
fuaded the fojdiers to follow the ftandard of 
a more able leader than him whom they were 
deftined to join \ Soon after, jfiree fhips of 
more confiderable force came into ihe harbour 
feparately. Thefe belonged to ah armamtixi: 
fitted out by Francifco de Garay, governor of 
Jamaica, who, being poffeffed with the rage of 
difcovery and conqueft which animated every 
Spaniard fettled in America, had long aimed 
at intruding into fome diftrifl: of New Spain, and 
dividing with ^Cortes the glory and gain of 



• B. Diaz. c. 131. 
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annexing that empire to the crown o£ C^ftile. 

They unadvifedly made t^ieir attempt on the 

northern provinces, where the country was pools '^**^* 

and the people fierce and warlike ; and, after a 

cruel fucceflion of difafters, famine compelled 

them to venture into Vera Cru:^ and caft them- 

felves upon the mercy of their countrymen. 

Their fidelity was not proof againft the fplendid oaoberas.^ 

hopes and promifes which had feduced other 

adventurers, and as if the fpirit of revolt bad 

been contagious in New Spain, they likewife 

abandoned the mafter whom they were bound to 

ferve, and inlifted under Cortes ''. Nor was it 

America alone that furniflied fuch unexpefted 

aid. A fliip arrived from Spain, freighted by 

fome private merchants with military ftpres, in 

hopes of a profitable market in a country, the 

fame of whofe opulence began to fpread ov^r 

Europe. Cortes eagerly purchafed a cargo 

which to him was invaluable, and the crew, 

following the general example, joined him at 

Tlafcala^ 

' From thofe various quarters, the army of 
Cortes was augmented with an hundred and 
eighty men, and twenty horfes, a reinforcement 

^ Cortes Relat. 253. F. B. Diaz. c. 133. 
P Ibid. c. 135% 

too 
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B o^o K iQQ inconfiderable to produce any confequence 

^— ^--^ which would entitle it to have been mentioned in 

*^*^ the hiftory of other parts of the globe. But in 

that of America, where great revolutions were 

brought about by caufes which feemed to bear 

no proportion to their efFefts, fuch fmall events 

rife into importance, becaufe they were, fufficient 

to decide with refpeft to the fate of kingdoms. 

Nor is it the lead remarkable inftance of the 

* fingular felicity confpicuous in many paflages of 

Cortes^s ftory, that the two perfbns chiefly 

mftrumental in furnifliing him with thofe feafon- 

^ble fupplies, fliould be an avowed enemy who 

aimed at his deftrudion, and an envious rival 

who wiflied to fupplant him, . - 

Number of The firft cffcft of the junftion wiUi his jaew 
followers .was to toable him to difmifs fuch 
ei Narvaez's foldiers as remained with reludance 
in his fervice. After their departure, he ftill 
muttered five hundred and fifty infantry^ of 
which fourfcore were armed with mufkets or 
crofs-bows, forty horfemen, and a train of niae 
field-pieces ''. At the head of thefe, accom- 
panied by ten thoufand Tlafcalans and other 
friendly Indians, Cortes began his march towards 
Mexico, on the twenty. eighth of December^ fix 



% Cortes Relat. 255, E. 
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^i^ths after his difaftrous retreat from that book 

<ity\ 4-J^ 

1520. 

.Nor did he advance to attack an enemy un* Prcpara- 
prepared to receive him. Upon the death of Mexicani 
Montez\ima, the Mexican chiefs, in whom the defence.^ 
r^btof elefting the emperor was vefted, had • 
inflatitly raifcd his brother Quetlavaca to the 
throne. His avowed and inveterate enmity to 
lh©iSpaniat*d8 would have been fufEcient to gain 
thair fuffrages, although he had been Ms dif- 
<tihguifiied for courage and capacity. He had an 
.famnediate opportunity of (hewing that he was 
worthy of their choice, by conducing, in perfon, 
thofe fierce attacks which compelled the Spa- 
ntajrdS' to abandon his capital ; and as foon as 
their retreat afforded him any refpite from 
.affabn^i he took meafures for preventing riieir 
iki^tusii to Mexico, with prudence equal to the 
lipint^icfa he had difplayed in driving them out 
"ctf if* . As from the vicinity of Tlafcala, he couJd 
"^^W be iihacquainted with the motions and in- 
tentions of Cortes, he obferved the Aorm that 
was gathering, 'and began early to provide 
kgMiift it* He repaired what the Spaniards had 
tuined in the city, and ftrengthened it with fuch 
new fortifications as the (kill of his fubjefts was 

,, ^ ' Rclat. 256. A. B. Diaz. c. 137. 
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capable of ere6Ung. Befide filling his magazines 
with the ufual weapons of war, he gave direftions 
*^*^* to make long fpears headed with the fwords and 
daggers taken from the Spaniards, in order to 
annoy the cavalry. He fummoned the people in 
every province of the empire to take arms 
againft their oppreflbrs, and as' an encourage- 
ment to exert themfelves with vigour, he promifed 
them exemption from all the taxes which his 
predeceflbrs had impofed \ But what he laboured 
with the greateft earneftnefe was, to deprive the 
Spaniards of the advantages which they derived 
from the friendfliip of the Tlafcalans, by endea- 
vouring to perfuade that people to renounce all 
connection with men, who were not only avowed 
enemies of the gods whom they worfliipped, but 
who would not fail to fubjeft them at laft to the 
fame yoke, which they were now inconfiderately 
lending their aid to impofe upon others. • Thefe 
reprefentations, no iefs ftriking than well founded, 
were urged fo forcibly by his ambafladors, that 
it required all the addrefs of Gortes to prevent' 
their making a dangerous impreffion \ 

But while Quetlavaca was arranging his plan 
of defence, with a degree of forefight uncommon 

• Cortes Relat. p. 253. E. 254. A. B. Diaz. c. 14c* 

* B. Diaz. c. 129. Herrera, dec. 2. lib, x. €.14. 19. 
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k an Amfirican^ his days were <:ut fhort by the 




finall-'ppx. This diftemper, which raged at that 

time in New Spain with fetal malignity, was *5»o* 

unknown in that quarter of the globe, until 

it was introduced by the Europeans, and may ba . 

reckoned among the greateft calamities brought 

upon them by their invaders. In his ftead the 

Mexicans raifed to the throne Guatimozin, 

« 

nephew and fon-in-law of Montezuma, a young 
man of fu^h high reputation for abilities and 
MaJour, that in this dangerous crifis, his country- 
men^ with one voice^ called him to the fupr^m^ 
command ". 

, As foon as Cortes entered the enemy's terrl- i5»t* 

. • 1. IT 1 • • Cortes*ad* 

tones, he aucovered various preparations to vancesio* 
qbftrudt his progrefs. But his troops, forced ZZ * 
their way with little difficulty, and took pofleffion 
of Tezeuco, the fecond city of the empire, 
filiated on the. banks of the lake about twenty 
miles from Mexico'*'. Here he determined to 
•eftablifli his head-quarters, a3 the moft proper 
ftation for launching his brigantines, as well a^ 
for making his approaches to the capital. In 
or4er to render his refidence there more fecure, 
he depofed the cazique or chief, who was at the 

" 5. Diaz. c. 1 30. 

' ^ Villa Scnor Theatro Americano, 1*. 156; 

head 
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head of that community, under pretext of fome 
defeft in his title,, and fubftituted in his place a 
'^*'* perfon whom a faftion of the nobles pointed out 
as the right heir of that dignity. Attached 
to him by this benefit, the new cazique and 
his adherents ferved the Spaniards with inviolable 
fidelity'. 

Hisc^ra. As the preparations for conftrufting the brig- 
and cau- antines advanced flowly under the unfkilful 
. hands of fpldiers and Indians, whom Cortes was 
obliged to employ in affifting three or four 
carpenters who happened fortunately to be in his 
fervice, and as he had not yet received the rein* 
forcement which he expeded from Hifpaniola, 
he was not in a condition to turn his arms 
diredly againft the capital. To have attacked, 
at this period, a city fo populous, fo well pre- 
pared for defence, and in a fituation of fuch pecu- 
liar ftrengtji, muft have expofed his troops to 
inevitable deftruftion. Three months elapfed 
before the materials for the brigantines were* 
. finiflied, and before he heard any thing with 
refpeft to the fuccefs of the officer whom he had 
fent to Hifpaniola. This, however, was not a 
feafon of ina&ion to Cortes. He attacked fuc« 

* Cortes Rclat. 256, 8cc. B» Diae, c. 137. Gomaia. 
Cron. c. 121. Herrcra, dec 3. c. i. 

ccffively 
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ceffively fcveral of the towns fituated around the 
lake; and though all tlie Mexican power was 
exerted to obftruft his operations, he either '5**" 
compelled them to fubmit to the Spaniih crown, 
or reduced' them to ruins. The- inhabitants of 
other towns he endeavoured to conciliate by 
more gentle means, and though he could not 
hold any intercourfe with them but by the 
iatervention of interpreters, yet, under all the 
disadvantage of that tedious and imperfed mode 
of communicadon, he had accjuired ftich thorough 
knowledge of the ftate of the country, as well as 
of the difpofitions of the people, that he con- 
dudedfJhis negociations and intrigues with afto- ^ 
ntfliing dexterity and fudcefs. Moft of the cities 
adjacent to Mexico were originally the capitals 
of fmall independent ftates ; and fome of them 
having been but lately annexed to the Mexican' 
empire, ftill retained the remembrance of their 
ancient liberty, and bore with impatience the 
rigorous yoke of their new mafters. Cortes 
having eariy obferved fymptoms of their dif- 
affe£don, availed himfelf of this knowledge to 
gam their confidence and fnendfhip. By offer- 
ing, with confidence, to deliver them from the 
odi^as dominion of the Mexicans, and by liberal 
promifes of more indulgent treatment, if they 
would unite with him againft their oppreffors, he 
prevailed on the people of feveral confiderable 
i^OL. ui. s diftridsy 
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BOOK diftrifts, not only to acknowledge the king of 
t-^^^ Caftile as their fovereign, but to fupply the 
'5*'- Spanifh camp wkh provifions, and to ftrengthen 
his anny with auxiliary troops. Guatlmoziny 
on the firft appearance of defection among his 
fubjeSs, exerted himfelf with vigour to prevent 
or to punife their revolt ; but in f|»te of his 
efforts, the fpirit continued to fpread. The 
Spaniards gradually acquired new allies, and 
with deep concern he beheld Cortes arming 
againft his empire thofe very hands \^icb ought 
to havt been a6live in its defence j and ready to 
advance againft the Capital at, the h^ad of a 
numerous body of his own fubjefts ^« 

While, by thofe varfous methods, Cortes wa$ 
gradually circumfcriKng the Mexican power ia 
fiich a maimer that bis profpe£l of ovaturning 
it feemcd neither to be uncertain nor remote, atl 
his fchemes were well nigh defeated, by a con- 
fpiracy nolefs unexpefted than ^angerous^. ' The 
foldiers of Narvaez had never united perfeftly 
with the originaf companions of Cortes, nor did 
they enter into his toeafures wfth the fame cordial 
zeal. Upon every occafion that reqmred any 
extraordinary effort of courage or of patience, 

r Cortes Relat. 256—260. B.Diaz, c. 137— J40. feo- 
mara Cron. c. 122, 1^3. Hctterai^dec^ 3. Iib» k o« i%t* 
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thar fpirits were apt to fink ; alid novr^ on at 
tiear view of what they had t6 encounter^ in 
attempting to reduce a city fo inacceffible aS i5*>* 
Mexico, and defendied by a numerous army, the 
refolution even oi thofe among them w.ho had 
adhered to Cortes when he was deferted by thehr 
aflbciates, began to hx\. Their fears led them 
to prefumptuous and unfd[dier*like difcuffions 
concerning the propriety of their general's mea- 
fures, and the improbability of theh: fuccefs* 
From thefe they proceeded to cenfure and in* 
ve^iveSy and at lafl: began to deliberate how they 
might provide for their own fafety, of which they 
deemed their commander to be totally negligent. 
Antonio Villefagna, a private foldier, but bold^ 
intriguing, and ftrongly attached to Velafquez^ 
artfully fomented tins growing fpirit of dif* 
aSed^n* Ifis quarters became the rendezvous 
of the malcontents, where, after many confult- 
aticms, they could difcover no method of checking 
Cortes in his career, but by aflaffinating him and 
his mod confiderable officers, and conferring the 
command upon fome perfon who would relin* . 
quiih his wild plans, and adopt meafures more 
confiftent with the gaieral fecurity* Defpair 
infpired them with courage. The hour for 
perpetrating the crime, the perfons whom they 
deftined as victims, the officers to fucceed them 
in command, were all named ; and the c<hi- 
fi 2 fpirators 
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BOOK fpirators figiied an a£Ebciation, by which they 
^ . -^1- / bound themfelves widi moft folemn oaths to 
'^'' ^ mutual fidelity* But on the evening before the 
appointed day, one of Cortes's ancient followers, 
who had been leduced into the confpiracy, 
touched with compundion at the imminent 
danger of a man whom he had long been 
accuftomed to: revere, or ftruck with horror 
at his own treachery, went privately to his 
general, and revealed to him all that he knew. ^ 
Cortes, though deeply alarmed, difcerned at once 
what conduft was proper in a fituation fo critical. 
He repaired inftantly to Villefegna's quarters, 
accompanied by fome of his moft trufty officers. 
The aftonifhment and confufion of the man at 
this unexpeded vifit anticipated the confeffion of 
his guilt. Cortes, while his attendants feized 
the traitor, fnatched from his bofom a paper 
containing the aflbciation, figned by the confpi- 
rators. Impatient to know how far the defection 
extended, he retired to rc/td it, and found there 
names which filled him with furprifa and forrow.^ 
But, ^ware how dangerous a ftrift fcrutiny. 
might prove at fuch a jundure, he confined his 
judicial inquiries to Villefagna alone. As the 
proofs of his guilt were manifeft, he was con- 
demned after a fhort trial, and next morning he 
was feen hanging before the door of the houfe 
in which he h^d lodged* Cortes called his 

2 troops 
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troops togethier, and having explained to them rook 
the atrocious purpofe of the confpirators, a& ^ -/-_i 
well as the juftice of the punifliment inflifted on '5*'* 
Villefagna, he added, with an appearance of 
fatisfa£iion^ that he was entirely ignorant with 
refpeft to all the circumftances of this dark 
tranfadion, as the traitor, when arrefted, had 
fuddenly torn and fwallowed a paper which 
probably contained an account of it, and under 
the fevered tortures pojflTeffed fuch conftancy as 
to conceal the names of his accomplices. This 
artful declaration reftored tranquillity to many a 
breaft that was throbbing, while he fpoke, with 
confcioufnefs of guilt and dread of deteftion ; 
and by this prudent moderation, Cortes had the 
advantage of having difcovefed, and of being 
able to obferve fucli of his followers as were 
difaflfeaedj while they, flattering themfelves 
.that their paft crime was unknown, endeavoured 
to avert any fofpicion of it, by redoubling their 
' a<ftivity and zeal in his fervice ''. 

Cortes did not allow them leifure to rumi- Hwfingu- 

larprepara- 

nate on what had happened ; and as the moil tions for 

eTL^rs ' * r • 1 r building 

cfieaual means of prevcntmg the return or a brigantinM, 
mutinous fpirit, he determined to call forth his ^ 

"^ fcortes Rclat. 283, C. B., Diaz. c. 146.' Herre^, 
ddijf/lib.i-ci. . 

' * ^ • E 3 troops 
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BOOK troops immeidiately to adion. Fortunately, a 
\^,^~ ^ proper occafion for this occurred without his 
'5*J- feeming to court it. He received intelligencc 
t^at the materials for building the br^gaiUmefi 
were at length completely finifhed, and waited 
pnly for a body of Spaniards to condufl them to 
Tezeuco* The command of this convoy, com 
fiftmg of twt> hundred foot foldiers, fifteen 
horfemen, ^d two field-pieces, he gave to 
Sandoval, who, by the vigilance, adivity, and 
courage which he manifefted on every occafion, 
was growing daily in his confidence)^ and in the 
^flimadon of his fellow-foldiers* The fervice 
was no lefs fingular than important ^ the beams, 
the planks, the mails, the cordage, the fails, the 
iron-work, and all the infinite variety of articles 
requifite fpr the conflrudion of thirteen brigan- 
tines, were to be carried fii^ty miles over land^ 
through a moiintainous country, by people who 
were unacquainted with the miniftry of domeftic 
* animals, or the aid of machines to facilitate any 
work of labour^ The Tlafcalans furnifhed eight 
thoufand Tamenes, an inferior order of men 
deftined fpr feryile talks, to carry the materials 
on their fhoulders, and appointed fifteen thoufand 
warriors to accompany and defend them. San* 
doval made the difpofirion for their progrefs 
with great propriety, placmg the Tamenes in the 
centre, one bofiy of warriors in the front, another 

in 
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in the rear, vitfa cdn0derable parties to cover book 
the fla&ks. To each of diefe he j<^ned fome u^yii— ^ 
Spaniards, not only to affift them in danger, '^*** 
but to accttftom them to regularity and fubordi** 
nation. A body fo numerous, and fo much 
encumbered, advanced leiTurely, iym in excettent 
^er ; tod in ibme places, where it was con*^ 
fined by the woods of mountams, the line 
of march extended above fix mites. Parties of 
Me^dcans frequently a|q>eared hovering around 
them on the high grounds ; but perceiving no 
pTofp^ of fuccefs in attacking an enemy con^ 
tinually on his guard, and prepared to receive 
them, they did not venture to moleft him ; and 
Sandoval had the glory of condu^g lafely to 
Tezeuco, a convoy on which all the future 
operations of his countrymen depended \ 

This was followed by another event of no lefs Reecivw a 
moment. Four ifliips arrived at Vera Cruz forccmen^. 
from HiTpantola, with two hundred fiDldiers', 
aghty horfes, two battering cannon, and a con- 
fiderabie fuppiy of ammuntdon and arms\ 
Elevated with obfisrraig that all his preparatory 
fchemes, either for recruiting his own army, or 
impairbig die force of the enemy, had now 

« Cortes Relat. 260. C E. B. Diaz. c. 140. 

> Corteji Relate ^59. F. 26?. D, GoiHara Cron. c. 129. 

s 4 produced 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



56 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

produced their full eflfeft, Cortes, impatient to 
begin the fiege in form, haftened the launching 
'^*'* of the brigantines. To facilitate this, he had 
employed a vaft number of Indians ^r two 
months in deepening the fmall rivulet which runs 
by Tezeuco into' the lake, and in forming it into 
a canal near two miles in length ' ; and though 
the Mexicans, aware of his intentions, as well 
as of the danger which threatened them, en- 
deavoured frequently to interrupt the labourers, 
or to burn the brigantines, the work was at laft 
Thebri. completed**. On the twenty eighth of April, 
Punched, all theSpauifli troops, together with the auxiliary 
Indians, were drawn up on the banks of the 
canal; and with extraordinary military pomp, 
rendered more fdemn by the celebration of the 
moft facred rites of religion, the brigantines were 
launched. As they fell down the canal in order. 
Father Olmedo bleffed them, and gave each its 
name. Every eye followed them with wonder 
and hope, until they entered the lake, when 
they hoifted thfeir fails, and bore away before 
the wind. A general fhout of joy was raifed j 
all admiring that bold inventive genius, which, 
by means fo extraordinary that their fuccefs 
almoft exceeded belief, had. acquired the con^- 
mand of a fleet, without the aid of which Af exico 

« Sec NOTP IV. «>.B. Diaz. c. 140. 
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vbuid have conthiued to fet the Spanifli power book 
and arms at defiance % Kmmm^^ . ^ 



Cortes determined to attack the city from Difpofitiops 
three diflferent quarters; from Tepeaca on the 



north fide of the lake, from Tacuba on the weft, 
and from Cuyocan towards the fouth. Thofe 
towns were fituated on the principal caufeways 
which led to the capital, and intended for their 
defence. He appointed Sandoval to command 
in the firft, Pedro de Alvarado in the fecond, 
and Ghriftoval de Olid in the third ; allotting to 
each a numerous body of Indian auxiliaries, 
together with an equal divifion of Spaniards^ 
who, by the junftion of the troops from Hif- 
paniola, amounted now to eighty-fix horfemen, 
* and eight hundred and eighteen foot foldiers ; of 

whom one hundred and eighteen were armed 
f' with mu&ets or crofs-bows. The train of artil- 

^ lery confifted of three batteriag cannon, and 

fifteen field-pieces ^ He referved for himfelf, as 
the ftation of greateft importance and danger, 
' the conduft of the brigantines, each armed with 

' one of his fmall cannon, and manned with 

.' twenty-iive Spaniards. 



« Cortea Relat. 266. C* Herrera, dec^ 3. Hb. i. c. 5. 
Gomara Cron. 9 129. ' 



' Cortes Relat. 266. C. 
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BOOK As Alvarado and Olid proceeded towards the 
T^r-^V,^ ports affigned them, they broke down the zcfacn 
i5*»- duds which the ingenuity of the Mexicans had- 
ereded for conveying water into the capitai^ and 
by the diftrefs to which this reduced the m^* 
habitants, gave a beginning to the calamities 
which they were dertined to fu&r^. Alvarado 
2Hid Olid found the tovms of which they were 
ordered to take polfeflion dcferted by their 
inhabitants, who had fled for fafety to the capital^ 
where Guatimozin had coUeded the chief force 
of his empire, as there alone he could hope to 
make a fuccefsful ftand againft the ibrmidaUe 
enemies who were approfeiching to aflault him. 

Mexicans The firft efiort of the Mexicans was to deftrby 
brigantines, the flcct of brigantincs, the fatal effefts of whofe 
operations they forefaw and dreaded. Though 
the brigantines, after all the labour and merit 
of Cortes in forming them, were of iacpn- 
iiderable bulk, rudjsly con(tru£ted, and manned 
chiefly with landmen, hardly poflefied of fkiU 
enough to conduct them, they mufl have been 
objefis of terror to a people unacquainted with 
any navigation but that of thdr bJ^e, and pofr 
feffed of no veffel larger than a canoe. Neceffity, 

« Cortes Rclat. 267. B, B. Dia;p. c. 150. Herrem, 
dec. ^. lib. i. c. 13. 

however. 
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however, utged Guatimozm to hazard the at* b o o k: 
t4ck; and hoping to fupply by numbers what ^^-.^L^ 
he wanted in force, he affen^bled fuch a multi- '**'• 
tude of canoes as covered the face of the lake. 
They rowed on boldly to the charge, while the 
brigantines, retarded by a dead calm, could ' 

fcarcely advance to meet them. But as the Rcpuifcd. 
enemy drew near, a breeze fuddenly fprung up ; 
in a moment the fails were fpread, the brigan- 
tines, with the utmoft eafe, broke through their 
feeble opponents^ overfet many canoes, and dif- 
iipated the whole armamait wilh fuch (laughter, 
as convinced the Mexicans, that the progrefs of 
the Europeans in knowledge and arts rendered 
their fuperiority greater on this new element, 
than they had hitherto found it by land \ 

From that time Cortes remained mafter of singular 
the lake, and the brigantines not only preferved duaing^T 
a communication between the Spaniards in their ^'^^* 
different flations, though at confiderable diftance 
from each pther, but were employed to cover 
. the caufeways on each (ide, and keep off the 
canoes, when they attempted to annoy the troops 
as they advanced towards the city. Cortes 
formed the brigantines In three divifions, ap.- 

/ 

* Cortes Relat. 267. C. B. Diaz. c. 150. Gomara 
<Jron. c 131. Hcrfera, dec. 3. Ub. i. c. 17. 
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pointing one to cover each of the ftations from 
which an attack was to be carried on againft the 
>5*»* city, with orders to fecond the operations of the 
officer who commanded there. From all the 
thr^e ftations he pufhed on the attack againft 
the city with equal vigour ; but in . a manner 
fo very different from the condud of fieges in 
regular war, that he himfelf feems afraid it would 
appear no lefs improper than Angular, to perfons 
unacquainted with his fituation '. Each morning 
his troops affaulted the barricades which the 
enemy had erefted on the caufeways, forced 
their way over the trenches which they had dug 
and through the canals where the bridges were 
broken down, and endeavoured to penetrate 
into the heart of the city, in hopes of obtaining 
fome decifive advantage, which might force the 
enemy to furrender, and terminate the war at 
once ; but when the obftinate valour of the 
Mexicans rendered the efforts of the day in^ 
effeftual, the Spaniards retired in the evening 
to their former quarters. Thus their toil and 
danger were, in forae meafure, continually re- 
newed; the Mexicans repairing in the night 
what the Spaniards had deftrbyed through th^ 
day, and recovering the poft^ from which 'they 
had driv^en them. But neceffity prefcribed this 

* Cortes Rdat. 270, Y. 
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flow and untoward mode of operation. The 
number of his troops was fo fmall, that Cortes 
durft not, with a handful of men, attempt to "5»«- 
make a lodgment in a city where he might be 
furrounded and annoyed .by fuch a multitude of 
enemies. The remembrance of what he had 
already fufFered by the ill-judged confidence 
with which he had ventured into fuch a dan- 
gerous fituation, was ftill frelh in his mind. 
The Spaniards, exhaufted with fatigue^ were 
unable to guard the various polls which they 
daily gained ; and though their camp wa$ filled 
with Indian auxiliaries, they durft not devolve 
this charge upon them, becaufe they were fo 
little accuftomed'to difcipline, that no confidence 
could be placed in their vigilance. Befides this, 
Cortes w^s extremely folicitous to preferve the 
city as^ much as poffible from being deftroyed, 
both becaufe he deftined it to be the capital of 
* his conquefts, and wifhed that it might remain 
as a monument of his glory. From all thefe 
confiderations, he adhered obftinately, for a 
mont^ after the fiege was opened, to the fyftem 
which he had adopted. The Mexicans, in their 
own defence, difplayed valour which was hardly 
inferior to that with which the Spaniards attacked 
them. On land, on water, by night and by day, 
one Furious confliflL fucceeded to another. Several 
Spaniards were killed, more wounded, and all 

were 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



6t HISTORY Of AMERICA. 

were ready to fink under the toils of unintermit'* 
ting fervice, which were rendered more intolerable 
'sai. , by the injuries of the feafpn, the periodical ridns 
being now fet in with their ufual violence *". 

tmieavoufs ASTONISHED and difcoucerted with the length 
city by and difficulties of the fiege, Cortes determined to 
make one great effort to get poffeffion of the 
city, before he relinquifhed the plan which he 
had hitherto followed, and had recourfe to any 
other mode of attack. With this view, he fent 
inftrudions to Alvarado and Sandoval to advance 
with their divifions to a general affault, and 
took the command in perfon of that pofted 
July 3. on the caufeway of Cuyocan* Animated by his 
prefence, and the expeftation of fome dedfive 
event, the Spaniards pufhed forward with irre- 
fiftible impetuofity. Thej broke through one 
barricade after another, forced their way over 
the ditches and canals, and having entered the 
city, gained ground inceffantly, in fpite of the 
multitude and ferocity of their opponents* Cortes, 
though delighted with the rapidity of his pro- 
grefs, did not forget that he might ftill find 
it neceffary to retreat ; and in order to fecure it, 
appointed Julien de Alderete, a captain of chief 
note in the troops which he had received from 



^ B. Diaz. c. r^i. 
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HUpanidb, to f^Il up the canals and gaps in the book 
caufeway as the main body advanced. That ._ -.-, u^ 
c^cer, deeming it inglorious to be thus em- *5*'* 
ployed, while his companions were in the heat of 
adkion and the career of viftory, neglefted the 
important charge committed to him, and hurried 
on, inconfidersitely, to mingle with the com- 
batants. The Mexicans, whofe military attention 
and fkill were daily improving, no fooner ob- - 
ferved this, than they carried an account of it to 
their monarch. 

GuATiMOZiN inftantly difcemed the confe- Repuifcd 
quence of the error which the Spaniards had 
committed, and, with admirable prefence of 
mind, prepared to take advantage of it. ^ He 
commanded the froops ported in the front to 
flacken their efforts,, in order to allure the . 
Spaniards to pufh forward, while he difpatched 
a large body of chofen warriors through diflferent 
ftreets, fome by land, and others by water, 
towards the great breach in the caufeway, which 
had been left open. On a fignal which he gave, 
the priefts in the piincipal temple ft ruck thv2 
great drum confecrated to the god of war. No 
fooner ^did the Mexicans hear its doleful folemn 
fpund, calculated to infpire them witii contempt 
of death and enthufiaitic ardour, than they 

ruftied 
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ruflied upon the enemy with firspatic rage. Tlie 
Spaniards, unable to refift men urged oa no ie& 
H^^' by religious fury than hope of fuccefs, began to 

^ xetire, at firft leifurely, and with a good couste- 

nance ; but as the enemy prefled on, and their 
own impatience to efcape increafed, the terror 
and confufion became fo general, that when they 
arrived at the gap in the caufeway, Spjaniards 
aiitd Tlafcalans, horfemen and infantry, plunged 
in promifcuoufly, while the Mexicans ruihed 
upon them fiercely from every fide, their light 
canoes carrying them through ihoals yfhidx the* 
l^^iga9tines could not approach* In vain did 
Cortes . attempt to flop and rally his flying 
troops^ fear rendered them rf^gardlel^ of hi; 
eptreaties or commands. Finding all his en- 
dj^aypi^rs to renew the combat fruitlefs, his next 
care yfz& to fave fome of thofe who had thrown 
theoifelyes into the water ; but while thus em* 
plo;i^ed, with more attention to th^ fituation 
than to h^ own, fix Mexican captains fuddenly 
laid hold of hiqi, and were hurrying him off in 
triumph ; and though two of his officers refcued 
him at the expence of their own lives, he re- 
ceived feveral dangerous wounds before he could 

dc^^h^**^' break loofe. Above fixty Spaniards periflied 
in the rout; and what rendered the difa^er 
more affliding, forty of thefe fell ^ve into the 

hands 
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hands of an enemy never known to fhew mercy 
to a captive \ 

1521. 
The approach of night, though it delivered Thofe who 
the dejeded Spaniards from the attacks of the ^l^rTfice/to 
enemy, ufliered in, what was hardly lefs grievous, ^5* ^^ 
the noife of their barbarous triumph, and of the 
horrid feftival with which they celebrated their 
viftory. Every quarter of the city was illumi* 
nated ; the great temple (hone with fuch peculiar 
fplendour, that the Spaniards could plainly fee 
die people in motion, and the prieils bufy in 
haftening the preparadons for the death of the 
prifoners. Through the gloom, they fancied 
that they difcerned their companions by the 
whitenefs of their ikins, as they were ftript 
naked, and compelled to dance before the images 
of die god to whom they were to be offered. 
They heard the fhrieks of thofe who were 
iacrificed, and thought that they could diftinguifli 
each unhappy viftim, by the well-known found 
of his voice. Imagination added to what they 
really faw or heard, and augmented its horror. 
The moft unfeeling melted into tears of com- 
paffion, and the ftouteft heart trembled at the 
dreadful fpedacle which they beheld "« 

' Coftei Rdat. p. 273. B.Diaz* c. 152. Gomars Clou. 
c« 138* Herrera, dec. 3. lib. i. c. zc* 
. * Sec NOTE V. 
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New 
fchemes 
and efforts 
of the 
Mexicans. 



Cortes, who, befides all that he &H jinii 
common with his foldiers, was oppreflfed'witfc, 
the additional load of anxious refledions natural 
to a general onJuch an unexpe^ed calawfy^ 
could not, like them, relieve his mind by giving 
vent to its anguifli. He was obliged to affum? 
an air of tranquillity, in order to revive the fpitit 
and hopes of his folio wers. The junAure,! 
indeed, required an extraordinary exertion pC 
fortitude. The Mexicans, elated with . thei^, 
vidory, fallied put next morning to attack Wra. 
in his quarters. But they did not r^ly ptk 
the efforts of their own arms alone. They iieatf 
the beads of the Spaniards whom they rha^ 
fecrificed, to the leading men in the adjaq^fj 
provinces, and aflured them that the godof wafjf 
appe^afed by the blood of their invader$, wh^^Jfe 
bad been fKed fo plentifully on his altars^. h?rf 
declared with an audible voice, that in p^g|>t 
days time thofe hated enertiies ihould be flnallj; 
deftroyed, and peace and profperity re-eftablifhed 
in the empire. 



Cortes de- 
fertcd by 
many oi his 
Indian 
allies. 



. A PREDICTION Uttered with fuch confidence, 
and in terms £0 void of ambiguity, g^^Df^ 
univerfal credit among a people prone to fop^^ 
ftition. The zeal of the provinces, which ha4 
already declared againft the Spaniards, aug- 
mented-j and feveral which had hitherto remained 
^ • - inaftive. 
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iiiadJvc, took arms, with enthufiaftic ardour, to b o d k - 

execute the decree of the gods. The Indmn * -,r ^' 

aiixlUaries who had joined Cortes, accuftomed to ^^^ 

venerate the fame deities with the Mexicans, and 

t6 receive the refponfes of their priefts wkh the 

fartie implicit feith, abandoned the Spaniards as 

a race of men devoted to certain deftruftion. 

Evesi the fidelity of the Tlafcalans was fhaken, 

and the Spanifli troops were left almofl: alone 

lA their ftations. Cortes, finding that he 

attempted in vain to difpel the fuperftitious fears 

of his confederates by argument, took advantage, 

from the imprudence of thofe who had framed 

the prophecy, in fixing its accomplifhment fo 

near at hand, to give a ftriking demonftration of 

its ftilfity. He fufpended all military operations 

during the period marked out by the oracle^ 

tJ^do' cover of the brigantines, which kept the 

crieniy at a diftance, his troops lay in fafety, 

and the fetal term expired without any difafter \ 

Many of his allies, afhamed of their own He regains 
credulity, returned to their ftation. Other tribes, aap, ^^^^ 
judjging that the gods who had now deceived the 
Mekkans, had decreed finally to withdraw their 
prbteftion from them, joined his ftandard ; and 
foch was^the levity of a fimple people, moved by 

•"' ' * * B. Draz. c. 153. Gomara Cron. c. 13S. 

. { * . F j2 every 
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every flight impreflion, that in a fhort time after 
fuch a general defedlion of his confederates, 
'5^»- Cortes faw himfelf, if we may believe his ojy^ 
account, at .the head of a hundred and fifty 
andadoptsa thoufand Indians. Even with fuch a numerous 
of attack, army, he found it neceflary to adopt a new an4 
more wary fyftem of operation, Ihftead of 
renewing his attempts to become mafter of the 
city at once, by fuch bold but dangerous efforts 
of valour as he had already tried, he made his 
advances gradually, and with every poffible 
precaution againft expofing his men to any 
calamity fimilar to that which they ftill bewailed. 
As the Spaniards puflied forward, the Indians 
regularly repaired the catifeways behind them^ 
As foon as they got pofleflion of any part of. the 
town, the houfes were inftantly levelled wifh tKc 
ground. I5ay by day, the Mexicans, forced to 
retire as their enemies gained ground, were 
Hemmed in within more narrow limits. Guati- 
mozin, though unable to flop the career of the 
enemy, continued to defend his capital with 
* obftinate refolution, and difputed every mckpf 

ground. The Spaniards not only varied ttieff 
mode of attack, but by orders of Cortes, chjuiged 
the weapons with which they fought. They 
were again, armed with the long Chiaattrian 
fpe^rs, which they had employed with fuch 
fuccefs s^gainft Narvaez ; and, by the firm' sfiiay 

in 
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in which this enabled them to range themfelves, 
vthey repelled, with little danger, the loofe affault 
of the Mexicans: incredible numbers of theai 
fell in the canflidls which they renewed every 
day^ While war wafted without, famine began 
to confume them within, the city. The Spanifh 
brigantines, having the entire command of the 
lake, rendered it almoft impoflible to convey to 
the befieged any fupply of provifions by water. 
The immenfe number of his Indian auxiliaTies 
enabled Cortes to (hut up the avenues to the , 
city by land. The ftores which Guatimozin 
had laid up were exhaufted by the multitudes 
which had crowded into the capital to defend 
their fovereign and the temples of their gods- 
NoE only the people, but perfons of the higheft 
rank, felt the utmoft diftreffes of famine. What 
they fuffered, brought on infeftiou^. and mortal 
dirtempers, the laft calamity that vifits befieged 
cities, and which fiHed up the meafure of their 
woes' ^» 

But, under the preffure of fo many and fuch coongemd 

various evils, the Ipirit of Guatimozin remained ciSLtinxK^ 

firm and unfubdued. He rejefted, with fcorn, *'"•' 
every overture of peace from Cortes j and, 

. ** epitci Relat. p. 275. C. 276. F. B. Diaz. c. 153. 
;. Pportes Rclat. 276. E. 277. F. B, Diaz, 155. Gomara 
Cron. c. 14U ^ 

' ' "-••-'• P 2 difdaining 
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difdalning the idea of fubmitting to theoppreffoiB 
of his country, determined not to furvive it$ 
ruin. The Spaniards continued their progrefs. 
Atleugth all the three divifions penetrated into the 
great fquare in the centre of the city, and made 
a fecure lodgement there. Three-fourths of the 
city were now reduced, and laid in ruins. The 
remaining quarter was fo clofely prefled^ that it 
could not long withftand aiTailants, who attacked 
it from their new ftation with fuperior advantage, 
and more affured expeftation of fuccefs. The 
Mexican nobles, folicitous to fkve the life of 
a monarch whom they revered, prevailed oa 
Ouatimozin to retire from a place where refift- 
ance was now vain, that he might roufe the more 
diftant provinces of the empire to arms, and 
maintain there a more fuccefsful ftrugglc with 
the public ^nemy. In order to facilitate the 
execution of this meafure, they endeavoured to 
amufe O^rtes with overtures of fubmiffion, that> 
while his attention was employed in adjufting the 
articles of pacification, Guadmozin might elcape 
tinperceived. But they made this attempt upon 
a leader of greater fagacity and difcernment than 
to be deceived by their arts. Cortes fufpefting 
their intention, and aware of what moment it 
was to defeat it, appointed Sandoval, the officer 
on whofe vigilance he could moft perfeftly rely, 
to take the command of the brigantines, with 

ftria 
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ftriiJl injundions to watch every motion o£ the * ? 9, S 
^nemy. Sandoval, attentive to the chafge^ ob- ^. j ^^l.^ 
ietving fome large canoes crowded with people ^^*'' 
rowing acrofs the lake with extraordinary rapi- 
dity, inftantly gave the fignal to chaee. Garcia 
Holguin^ who commanded the fwifteft-failing 
brigantine, foon overtodk them, and' was pre- 
paring to fire on the foremoft canoe, which 
feetned to carry fome perfon whom all the reft 
followed and obeyed. At once the rowers dropt "f^»« ^^^^ 

- , . . prnoncr. 

thdr oars, and all on board, throwing down 
their arms, conjured him with cries and tears to 
fe^-beapTy as^ the emperor was there. Holguia 
eagerly feized hiis prize, and Guatimozin^ with 
» dignified compofure, gave himfelf up ijito his 
.teunds, requefting only that no infult might 1^ 
iD^ed to the emprefs or hk children. Whea 
oonduded to Cortes, he appeared; neither with 
thd fttUen.fiercenefs of a barbarian, ^or with the 
dejisdion of a fdpplicant. " I have done,^^ &i4 
he, aridrefling himfelf to the Spanifc general, 
^'what became a monarch. I have defended 
my people to the laft extremity. Nothing npw 
temains but to diet Take this dagger,'* laying 
hfe harid^on one which Cortes wore, " plant it ia 
my breaft, and put an end to a life which can no 
longer be of ufe ^." 

' ^ Cortes Relat. 279. B. Diaz. c. ij/J. Goinara Cron. 
x. J42. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. li. c. 7. 
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As.foon as the fate of their ibvereigii was 
known, the refiflance of the Mexicans ceafed y 
Au|"i3. attd CoTtes took poffeflion of that fmall part of 
The city. ^^ capital which yet remained und^ftroyed* 
Thus terroinated the fiege of Mexico, the mofl; 
memorable event in the conqueft of A^ric^, 
It cbntinued feventy-five days, hardly one of 
which pafled without fome extraordinary e^ort 
of one party in the attack, or of the othe^ in the 
defence of a city, on the fate of which both 
knew that the fortune of the empire dependi^d* 
As the ftruggle here w^as more ohftinate, it was 
likewiie more equal, than any between the. 
inhabitants of the Old and New Worlds. The 
great abilities of Guatimozin, the number of hi? 
trpc^S) the peculiar fxtuation of his capitgJ^ fy 
far counterbalanced the fuperiority of the 8par 
niards in arms and difcipline, that they rowil 
bBivp relinquiihed the enterprife, if they h^ 
trufted for fuccefs to themfelves alone. But 
Mexico was overturned by the jealoufy of neigh^ 
bouTs who dreaded its power, and by the revolt 
of fubjefts impatient to fliake off its yoke. By 
their effeftual aid, Cortes was enabled to accom* 
plilh what, without fuch fupport, he would hardly 
have ventured to attempt. How much foever 
this account of the redudion of Mexico may 
detraft, on the one hand, from the marvellous 
gelations of fpme Spanifh writers, by afcribing 
that to fimple and obvious caufes which they 

attribute 
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aUKtbote to tl^ romantic valour of thdr country- 
man; it adds, on the other, to the merit and^ 
abilities of Cortes, who, under every dSadv&iW 
lage, acquired fuch an afcendant over unkuowa 
nations, as to render them inftrumcnts towards 
<^rt^5!mg his fchemes into execution \ 



The exultation of the Spaniards, on accom* SmaUnefsoC 

. ^ ^ the booty, 

plifhihg this arduous enterprife, was at firfl anddifap. 

. pointincBt 

exceflivc. But this was quickly damped by the ofthcSp.. 



cruel ififtppointment of thofe fanguine hopes, 
i?rfHch had animated them amidft fo many hard- 
ftips 'aiid dangers. Inftead of the inexhauftiblc 
wdilth which they expcfted from becoming 
ihifterJ of Montezuma's treafures, and the oma*- 
rilents of fo many temples, their rapacioufneft 
Aiiild coUeft only an inconfiderable booty amidft 
liffiils arid defolation*. Guatimoziii, aware of 
hfsj impending fate, had ordered what remjuned 
dr'the riches amafled by his anceftors to be 
'tntc5wri into the lake. The Indian auxiliaries^ 
wnue the Spaniards were engagecT in conflift 
With the enemy, had carried off the moft valuable 
part of tlie fpoU. The fum to be divided among 

» See NOTE VI. 

» The gold sind filver, according to Cortes, arapunted 
only to 120,000 pefos, Rclat. 280. A. a fum much inferior 
to that which the Spaniards had formerly divided in Mexico. 

' * the 



luards. 
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B^o Of TO the conquerors was fo fma!l, that many of them 
1. V >_r difdained to accept of the pittance which fettito 
'5*^' their fhare, and all murmured and exclaimed-; 
fome, againft Cortes and his confidents, whom 
they fufpeftcd of having fecretly appropriated tii 
their own ufe a large portion of the riches which 
fliould have been brought into the common 
ftock ; others, againft Guatimozin, whom they 
accufed of obftinacy, in refufing to difcover the 
place where he had hidden his treafure. 

oiia^:Mo2:n Arguments, intreaties, and promifes were 
- •* employed in order to footh them, but with' fd 
little effdft, that Cortes, from folicitude to checfc 
thi& growing fpirit of difcontent, gave way to a 
deed which ftains the glory of all his great 
aftions. Without regarding the former dignitjn 
' 6f Guatimozin, or ,feeling any reverence for 
fhofe virtues * which he had difplayed, ■ he 
fobjefted the unhappy monarch, together with 
his chief favourite, to torture, in order to fotc^ 
from them a difcovery of the royal treafureji 
which it was fuppofed they had contcdledl 
Guatimozin bore whatever the refined crtielty 
of his tormentors could inflift, with the invin- 
cible fortitude of an American warrior. His 
fellow-fufFerer, overcome by the violence of the 
anguifh, turned a dejefled eye towards his 
niafler, which feemed to implore his permiflion 

to 
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to revaal all that he knew. But the high-fpirited 
prince, darting- on him a look of authority 
mingled with fcorn, checked his weaknefa by '5*^» 
aflcing, *^ Am I now repofing on a bed of 
flowers ?'* Overawed by the reproach, the 
favourite perfevered in his dutiful filence, and 
expired. Cortes^ afhamed of a fcene fo horrid, 
refcued the royal viQim from the hands of his 
torturers, and prolonged a life referved for new 
indignities and fufferings ^ 

The fate of the capital, as both parties had au the pro- 
forefeen, decided that of the empire. The empire fub. 
provinces fubmitted one after another to the "^^' 
(Conquerors. Small detachments of Spaniards 
marching through them without interruption^ 
penetrated in different quarters to the great 
Southern Ocean, which, according to the idew 
of Columbus, they imagined would open a fliort 
as well as eafy paflage to the , Eaft Indies, an4 
fecuxe. to the crown of Caftile all the envied 
wealth of thofe fertile regions " ; and the adivq cortw 
inind of Cortes be^n already to form fchemes fch"'4sof 
j5or attempting this important difcovery \ 



n«*w dilco- 
verics. 



* B. Diaz. c. 157. Gomara Cron. c. 146* Hen era, 
(dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 8. Torqucm. Vion. Iiid. i. 574. 
" Cortes Relat. 280. D. .^c. B. Diaz. c. 157. 
^ Herrcra, dec. 3. lib. li c. 17. 'Gomara Cron, c, 14'.). 
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BOOK He did not know, that during the progrefs of 

V -,-t^ his viftorious arms in Mexico, the very fcheme, 

\'!^' of which he beeran to form fome idea, had been 

winch are o ' - 

«onjp'eic<i undertaken and accoraplifhed. As this is one 
of the moft fplendid events in the hiftory of the 
Spanifh difcoveries, and has been produftive of 
efFeSs peculiarly interefting to thofe extenfivc 
provinces which Cortes had now fubjefted to 
the crown of Caftile, the account -of its rife 
and progrefs merits a particular detail, , 

Ferdinand Magalhaens, or Magellan, a 
Portuguefe gentleman of honourable birth, 
having ferved feveral years in the Eaft Indies, 
with diflinguifhed valour, under the famous 
Albuquerque, demanded the recompence whidh 
he thought due to his fervices, with the bold- 
nefs natural to a high-fpirited foldier. ' But as' 
his general would not grant his fuit, and he 
expe6ted greater juftice from his fovereign, 
whom he knew to be a good judge and a: 
generous rewarder of merit, he quitted India 
abruptly, and returned to Lifbon. In order to 
induce Emanuel to liften more favourably to his 
claim, he not only ftated his paft fervices, but 
offered to add to them by condudHng his 
countrymen to the Molucca or Spice Iflands, by 
holding a wefterly courfe ; which he contended 
would be both fhorter and lefs hazardous than 
6 th« 
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that which the Portuguefe now followed by th^ 
Cape of Good Hope, through the immenfe 
extent of the Eaftern Ocean. This was the »5»»^ 
original and favourite projeft of Columbus, and 
•Magellan founded his hopes of fuccefs on the 
ideas of that great navigator, confirmed by many 
obfervations, the refult of his own naval expe- 
rience, as well as that of his countrymen in their 
intercourfe with the Eaft» But though the 
Portuguefe monarchs had the merit of having 
firft awakened and encouraged the fpirit of 
difcovery in that age, it was their deftiny, in the 
courfe. of a few years, to rejeft two grand 
fchemes for this purpofe, the execution of which 
would have been attended with a great acceflion 
of. glory to theinfelves, and of power to their 
kingdom. In confequence of fome ill-founded 
prejudice againft Magellan, or of fome dark 
intrigue which contemporary hiftorians have not 
^plained, Emanuel would neither beftow the 
recpippence which he claimed, nor jy^prove of 
t^ fcheme which he propofed ; and difmifled 
Ijipi with a difdainful coldnefs intolerable to a 
man confcious of what he deferved, and animated 
TOth the fanguine hopes of fuccefs peculiar to. 
thofe who are capable of forming or of conduft- 
iftg new and great undertakings. In a tranfport 
orfefeatment, Magellan formally renounced hii 1517, 
. . allegiance 
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aooK allegiance to an ungrateful mafter^ and floii 
-L„,-.'- .f. to the court of Caftile, where he cxpeftcd that • 
'^'- his talents would be more juftly eftiniated. He 
endeavoured to recommend himfelf by offermg 
to execute, under the patronage of Spain, that 
fcheme, which he had laid before the court 
of Portugal, the accomplilhment of which, he 
knew, would wound the monarch againft whom 
he was exafperated in the moft tender part* 
In order to eftablifli the juftnefs of his theory, he 
produced the fame arguments which he had 
employed at Lifbon ; acknowledging, at the 
fame time, that the undertaking was both arduous 
and expenfive, as it could not be attempted 
but with a fquadron of confiderable force, and 
victualled for at lead two years. Fortunately, 
he applied to a minifter who was not apt to* 
be deterred, cither by the boldnefs of a deflgn^ 
or the expence of carrying it into execution. 
Cardinal Ximenes, who at that time direfted the 
affairs of Spain, difcerning at once what an in- 
creafe of wealth and glory would accrue to his 
country by the fuccefs of Magellan's propofal, 
liltened to it with a moft favourable ear* 
Charles V. on his arrival in his Spanifli domi- 
nions, entered into the meafure with no lefs 
ardour, and orders were iffued for equipping 
a proper fquadron at the public charge, of which 

the 
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tke cotntnaud was given to Magellan, whom the boo k 
king honoured with the habit of St. Jago and u g'-^j 
the title of Captain-General "". '^*- 

.On the tenth of Auguft one thoufand five hij voyage, 
hundred and nineteen, Magellan failed from 
Seville with five fhips, which, according to the 
ideas of the age, were deemed to be of con- 
fiderable force, though the burden of the largefl 
did not exceed one hundred and twenty tons. 
TJbd crews of the whole amounted to two^ 
hundred and thirty-four men, among whom 
were fome of the mofl: Ikilful pilots in Spain^ 
and feveral Portuguefe failors, in whofe expe- 
rience, as more extenfive, Magellan placed ftill 
greater confidence. After touching at the 
Canaries, he flood direftly fouth towards the 
equinodial line along the coaft of America, but 
was fo long retarded by tedious calms, and fpent 
fomuch time in fearching every bay and inlet 
foj; that communication with the Southern Ocean 
which he wiflied to difcover, that he did not 
reach the river De la* Plata till the twelfth of 
January. 1 hat fpacious opening through which 15x0. 
its vaft body of water pours into the Atlantic 

allured him to enter ; but after failing up it for 

* Herrera, dec. 2. lib. 11. c. 19. lib. iv, c. 9. Gomara 
Hifi; €. <)i . Dalr)'mple's Colled, of Voyages to the South 
Pacific Ocean, vol. 4. p. i, kc* 

fome 
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B o^o K fome days, he conclud^d^ from the fhallowneft 
v.-...., ^ of the ftream and the frefluiefs of the water, that 
'^^*' the wiflied-for ftrait was not fituated there, and 
continued his courfe towards the fouth. On the 
thirty. firft of March he arrived in the port of 
St. Julian, about forty-eight degrees fouth of the 
line, where he refolved to winter. In this un- 
comfortable ftation he loft one of his fquadron, 
and the Spaniards fuffered fo much from the 
^exceffive rigour of the climate, that the crews of 
three of his (hips, headed by their officers, rofe 
' in open mutiny, and infifted on relinquifliing 
the vifionary projefl: of a defperate adventurer, 
arid returning direftly to Spain. This dangerous 
infurreftion Magellan fuppreffed, by an effort 
of courage no lefs prompt than intrepid, and 
inflifted exemplary punifliment on the ring- 
leaders. With the remainder of his followers^ 
overawed but not reconciled to his fcheme, 
he continued his voyage towards the fouth, 
and at length difcovered, near the fifty-third 
degree of latitude, the mouth of a ftrait, into 
which he entered, notwithftanding the murmurs 
and remonftrances of the people under his 
cdmmand. After failing twenty days in that 
winding dangerous channel, to which he gave 
his own name, and where one of his ihipa 
deferted him, the great Southern Ocean opened 
to his view, and with tears of joy he returned 

thanks 
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thaAks'to Heaven for hswring thus fiw: croTpaed b oct ^ 
^h endeavours mth fuccefe ^» / 




Birr he was ftiU at a greater diftance than he 
imagined from the objeft of his wiflies. He 
failed durii^ three months and twenty days tn 
an uniform diredion towards the north-weft^ 
without difoovering land. In this voyage, the 
lohgeft that had ever been made in the un- 
bounded ocean, he fuffered incredible diftrefs* . 
£Bs ftock of provifions was almoft exhaufted^ 
the water became putrid, the men were reduced 
lo the ilhorteft allowance with which it i^ras 
poffible to fuftain life, and the fcurvy, the moft 
dreadful of ^1 the maladies with whictt fea* 
faring people are afHifted, began to fpread among 
the cfew. " One circumftance alone aflForded 
them fome confolation ; they enjoyed an unin« 
terrupted coiirfe of fafr weather, with fuch 
favourable winds, that Magellan beftowed on - 
that ocean the name of Paci^Cj which it ftili 
retains. When reduced to fuch extremity that 
they mu(V have fuilk under their fuflferings, they - 
fell m with a cliifter of fmall but fertile iflands, Marcb« 
which afforded them refrelhments in fuch abund- 

^ Herrera, dec. 2. lib. iv. c; lo. lib. ix. c. 109 &c. Go» 
maitt Hift. c. 92. Pigafetta Viaggio ap. Ramuf. ii. 
p. 3!5«»''fe<^* 

Ypi[.» III. o ance, 
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6 o^o K «ice, that their hcahh was foon rc-^ftablifficdt 

V ^^.\_f From thefe ifles, which he called De los Ladrc^s^ 

'5**- he proceeded on his voyage, and foon made 

a mofie ra^rtant difcovery bf the iflatads hoV 

known by the name of the Philippines. lUi on^ 

of th^dfe \tt got into an unfortunate quarrel witfi 

thfc natives^ who attacked hiin irith a numerous 

body of troops well armed y and while he foiigM 

at the head of his men with his ufual yalotxr, hd 

Apra»6- fell by the hands of thofc barbaritos, to^cthtf 

with feveral of his principal officers. 

Thje expedition was profecuted under other 
Commanders. Aft^r yifiting many of the fiflaUer 
ifles Mattered in the eaftern part of the In&tt 
Nov. s. ocean, they touched at the gneat ifland c^Bottted^ 
and at length landed In Tidore^ one of iS^ 
Moluccas, to the aftonifhment of thePortugttelej 
who could not comprehend how the Span&il^^ 
by holding a wefterly courft, had arrived Jrt thiflf 
fequeftered feat of their moft valuable cdmi 
niercc, which they themfelves had difcovered'IS^^ 
falling in an oppofite direction. There, and' iti 
, the adjacent ifles, the Spaniards found a people 

acquamted with the benefits of extenfive tradd^ 
and willing to open an intercourfe with a'iie^;^ 
nation. They took in a cargo of the precious 
fpices, which ar^ the diftinguifhed produdion of 
thofe iflands; and with that, as well as with 

• fpedmtens 
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ipedmens of the rich commodities yielded by book 
the other countries which they had vifiteci, *the -' -jr^^ 
F/^<?ry, which, of the two fhips that temsune^ of '^^ 
the fqiftdron, was moft fit for a long Voyage, fet 
£dl fdt Europe, under the command of Juan Jan. 
Sebaftian del Cano. He followed the courfe 6f 
the Portuguefe, by the Cape of Good Hope, 
and, after many difaftets and fuflfetings, he 
arrived at St. Lucar on the feventh of September 
one thoufand five hundred and twenty-two, 
having failed round the globe in the fpace of 
three years and twenty-eight days *• 

Though an imtimely fate deprived Magellan . 
of die fatbfftjftion of accomplifhing this great un* 
dertaking, his contemporaries, juft to his memory 
affd talent$> afcribed to him not only the honour 
of having formed the plan, but of having fur* , 
tnounted almpfl: every obftacle to the completion 
of it^ and in the prefent age his name is ftill 
ranked among the higheft in the roll of eminent 
^Xkd (uccefsful navigators. The naval glory of 
Spain now eclipfed that of every other nation ; 
and by a fingular felicity (he had the merit, in 
the courfe of a few years, of difcovering a new 
continent ahnoft as large as that part of the 

■ Hcrrera, ffcc. 3. lib. i. c. 3. 9. lib. iv. c. i. Gomara 
Cton, €. 93t &c. Pigafetta ap Ramuf. ii. p. 361, ^c. 

Q 2 earth 
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BOOK earth ^hich was formerly known, and of ^cf* 
^V,^_^ tainin^ by esiperience the form and extent of the 
>5"» ivhole terraqueous globe* 

The Spaniards were not fatisfied whh the 
glory of having firft encompafled the eai'th ; 
they expefted to derive great commercial advan- 
tages from this new and bcJdeft effort of their 
maritime fkill. The men of fcience among them 
contended, that the fpice iflands, and fereral 
of the richefl; countries in the Eaft, were fo 
lituated as to belong of right to the crown 
of Caflile, in confequence of the partition made 
by Alexander VI. The merchants, withont 
attendhig to this difcuffion, engaged eagerly in 
that lucrative and alluring commerce, which 'w^is 
. now opened to them. The-Portuguefei alarmed 
at the intrufion of fuch formidable rivals, remok- 
ftrated and negociated in Europe, while in Afia 
they obftrufted the trade of the Spaniards by 
force of arms. Charles V. not fufficiently in- 
ftrufted with refpeft to the importance of this 
valuable branch of commerce, or diftrafted by 
the multiplicity of his fchemes and openttions, 
did not afford his fubjedls proper protedioir. 
* At laft, . the low ftate of his finances,' exhaufted 
by the efforts of his arms in every part of 
Europe, toother with the dread of^dding a new 
war with Portugal to thofe in which be was 

ab-eady 
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aUjes^dy engaged, iuduced him to make over Eis book 
claim of the Moluccas to the Portuguefe for \_ -J-^ 
three hundred and fifty thoufand ducats. He '^*^ 
Teferved, however, to the crown of Caftile the 
xight of reviving its pretenfions on repayment of 
that fum ; but other objefts engroffed his atten- 
tion and that of his fucceflbrs ; and Spain was 
finally eKcluded from a branch of commerce 
in which it was engaging with fanguine expedt- 
. ations of profit % 

Though the trade with the Moluccas was 
rdmquiflied, the voyage of Magellan wa& fol- 
lowed by commercial eflfefts of great ►moment to 
Spain, Philip 11. in the year one thoufand five 
liundred and fixty-four, reduced thofe i (lands 
which he difcoVered in the Eaftern Ocean to 
.fubje^ion, and eftablifhed fettlements there; 
-^between which and the kingdom of New Spain, 
t regular intercourfe, the nature of which (hall 
he explained in its proper place, is flill carried 
on. i return now to the tranfa^lions in New 
Spain. 

^ • At ,^e time that Cortes was acquiring fuch Anonierto 
1^ cj^pnfivc territories for his native country^ and ollm, * 
1 .preparing. the way for future conquefts, it was 

T» <•/' Ifr*^*^? dec. 3. lib. vi. c. 5, Sec. dec. 4* lib. v. c, 7, &c. 

: : ^3 his 

/ 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



M HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

BO OK Ills fingular fate not only to be delKttite of My 

'riMi- p Lf cdbimfflon or authority from the fova'eigii 

^^*^' ^hom he was ferving with fuch fucdefi^I »a!, 

but to be regarded as an undutiful and feditidus 

fubjed. By the influence of Fonfeca, bi(hop of 

^ Bui^g^9 his condud in afluming the government 

of New Spain was declared to be an Irregolttr 

^furpation, in contempt of the royal authorky ; 

and Chriftoval de Tapia received a commiffion» 

impowering him to fuperfede Cortes, to feijie his 

perlbn, to confifcate his e6fe£ls, to make a &n& 

fcrutiny into hi^ proceedings, and to tranfmit the 

re&lt of all the enquiries carried on ia New 

Spain to the council of the Indies, of whiah^tfac 

bHhop of Burgos was prefident* A few weeks 

.^er the redu^on of Mexico, Ti^ hniifid 

Ht Vera Cruz with the royal mandate to ftiip hg 

conqn^eror of his power, and to treat him as 

9> criminal. But Fonfeca had cho£ea a very 

improper inftrument to wreak his vengeance on 

Cortes* Tapia hsd neither the rq>utati(m nor 

the talents that fuited the high command to 

which he which he was appointed. Cortes, while he 
publicly expreffed the moft refpectfui veneradon 
for the emperor's authority, fecretly look mea* 
fures to defeat the effeft of his commiiEon ; 
and having involved lapia s^d his followers m 
a multiplicity of n^ociations and conferences^ 
{q which h^ fometime^ had recourfe to threats, 

but 
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Iwit ^mor^ ftequea^y employod \mim u4 pro« ^ b^<M^jk 
flWlf^'.he at les^l) prevaik4 on that w^ man i_ fZ-uT 
to absAdom a province which he wis ttamntlif ^^^ 

• 
But Rotwithftandiog the fortuaate AcxMakf ^ppi*«* 

' again to tM 

'With ^ich he had eludied this danger^ Cortes court. 
was fo fenfible of the precarious tenure by 
wiMtth he held his pover, that he difpatched 
deputies to Spain, inch a pompous account 
a£ the foGoefs of his arms, with fardief fpecimeftt 
cf the. pMduftions of the cottntry 9 and with- ridi 
fodbttB to the enqteror^ as the earaeft of fiacove 
joonteibodons from his new conquefts ; reqoeft* 
'ii^^i0t recompeace for all hia (erticei, Ibe 
Iwpfgob^tstan of his proceedings, and that he 
toiijbt be entgttfted with the goTemment of thdh 
^dominioais^ which his condu^ and the vadonr of 
im foUowers, had added tb the crown of Caftik^ 
sVheKJitiiflnre in which his deputies readied the 
jcourt.was &vourable. The internal commotiona 
in Spain» which had difquieted the begfaming of 
Chakkai^s rcign^ were juft appealed ''. Thtf 
had leifutfe to turn their attenooot 



. ^JBcrren^ d«e. 3. lib. itu c. f6. dec* iv. c. i* Con. 
M|L«hu a8i« S- B. Diaz. «• 159. ' 

f iij& of Cfaarla V. to!, il b. IS. 

..^ ' .04 towards 
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and nap- 
pointed 
, cap^in. 
general and 
governor of 
|f(w Spain* 



tdwards foreign affairs. The account of Cortes's 
vJftorie^ filled his countrym^ with admtralicaii/ 
The ^Ktent and value of his conquaftd i)ecattu^ 
the objeft of vaft and interefting hope^ Whbt^' 
ever ftain he might have contraSed, by #he 
irregularity of the fteps which he took in order 
to attain power, was fo folly effaced by tbv 
fplendor and merit of the great adions whidi 
this had enabled him to perform, that every^ 
heart revolted at the thought of inivfting %af 
ccnfure on a man, whofe fervices entitled Itfm to 
the higheft marks of diAindion. The public 
voice declared warmly in favour of his pnsten^ 
fionS) and Charles arriving in Spain about t^ 
time, adopted the fentiments of his fubjeds with: 
a youthful ardour, Notwithftanding die claimsi 
' of Velafquez, and the partial repreientations of 
the bilhop of Burgos, the emperor appoin«4 
Cortes captaibrgeneral and governor of New 
Spain, judging that no perfon was fo capable of ^ 
mamtammg the royal authority, or of eftablifli- 
ing good order both among his Spanifh and 
Indian fubjefts, as the viftorious leader whom thtf 
former had long been accuftomed to obeyy and 
the latter had been taught to fear and to refped % 



* Hcrrcra, dec. 3. lib. iv, c 3. 
165* B.Dia^ i67t i$8. 



Gomara Croiu c. 1 64^ 
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' -EvEJT before his jurifdi£lion received this kgal. bjo.^Ki 
fmdEhn^ Cortes ventured to exercife 51II 5\c . ^' ^; 
posters of a governor, and, by various arrange-^ m**-' 
ipie»?t5, endeavoured to render his conqueit a andar- 
iJecure and beneficial acquifition to his country. J^^ 
He determined to eftablifli the feat of govern- 
ment in ks ancient flat ion, and to raife Mexico. 
^^ask from its ruins ; and having conceivedi 
high ideas concerning the future grandeur of the 
ftatg of wMch he was laying the foundation, 
he b^^ to rdjuUd its capital on a plan which 
hath gradually fornved the moll .magnificent city, 
iiv :,tbe New World. At the fam,e time,, he. 
employed fkilfiil perfons to fearch for mines, in 
dSfl^rent pans of the country, and opened, 
fome' which were found to be richer tha^.wy^^ 
%fhich the Spaniards had hitherto difcove^ed if^ 
uj^QHerica, He detached his principal cif^ce;^^ 
ifKa the remote provinces, and encouraged thexi\ "^ - m 
to fettle there, not only by bellowing upon them, * - > \ 
l^rge ttafts of land, but by granting them the 
feme dominion over the Indians, and the fame 
right .to their fervice, which the Spaniards hadr 
affumed in thq iflands. 

It was not, however, without difficulty, that infyrreai- 
the Mexican empire could be entirely reduced Mexicans 
into the form of a Spanifh colony. ■ Enraged and of the s^, 
rendered defperate by oppreflion, the natives "*^'^* 

often 
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often forrgot the fGperiority of their enemies, 
and ran to arms in defence of their liberties. In 
every contcft, however, the European valour 
and difcipline prevailed- But fatally for the 
honour of their country, the Spanbrds fullied 
the glory redounding from thefe repeated vic- 
tories, by their mode of treating the vanquished 
people. After taking Guadtnozin^ and becoming 
matters of his capital, they fuppofed that the 
king of CaHile entered on poffef&on of all the 
rights of the captive monarch, and affefted to 
confider every effort of the Mexicans to aflert 
their own independence, as the rebellion of 
vadali againft their fovereign, or the mutiny of 
flaves againft their mafter. Under the fan&'on 
of thofe ill-founded maxims^ they violated every 
right that fliould be held facred between hoftlle 
nations* After each infurreftion, they reduced 
the common people, in the provinces which they 
fubdued, to the moft humilliiting of all conditions, 
that of perfonal fervitude- Their chiefs, fuppofed 
^i^o be more criminal, were punilhed with greater 
feverity, and put to death in the moft igno- 
minious or the moft excruciating mode, that the 
infolence or the cruelty of their conquerors 
could devife. In almoft every diftri£t of the 
Mexican empire^ the progrefs of the Spanilh 
arms is marked uith blood, and with deeds fo 
4trociou5, as difgrace the enterprifing valour 

that 
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that conduced them to fuccefs. In the OQuntry book 
of Panucoy Cxty caziques or leaders^ and /our * ' ^ 
hundred nobles, were burnt at on^ tm^ Nqr **^* 
was this (hocking barbarity perpetrated lA 9.n^ 
fudden fklly of rage, or by a comoiander qf 
inferior note. It waa the aA of 3andoval, ap 
officer whofe name is entitled to the fecond rank 
in the annals of New Spain, and executed aft^r 
a folemn confultation with Corte$ ; and to conf- 
plete the horror of the fcene, the children and 
relations of the wretched viftims were aflfembled, 
and compelled to be fpedators of their dying 
agonies ^. It feems hardly pofHble to exceed in 
horror this dreadful example of feverity ; but it 
was followed by another, which affefted, the 
lyiexicans dill more fenfibly, as it gave them a 
Bioft feeling proof of their own degradation, 
and of the (mall regard which their haoghjy 
inafters retained for the ancient dignity and 
i|>lendor of their ftate. On a flight fufpicion, 
confirmed by very imperfeft evidence, that 
Gaatimo;^in had formed a fcheme to ihake o^ 
the yoke» and to excite his former fubjeds to 
take arms, Cortes, without the formality of a 
trial, ordered the unhappy monarch, together 
with the caziquetf of Tezeuco and Tacuba, the 
two perfbns of greatefl eminence in the empire, 

• Cortes Re{at. 291. C. Goxnara CroD. c. 155* 

to 
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to l^e hanged ; and the Mexic^s, with aftontfl^ 
ment and horror^ beheld this difgraceful puniflK 
ment inflift^d upon perfons, to whom they werfe 
accurtomed to look up with reverence, hardly 
inferior to that which they paid to the gods 
themfelves ^. The example of Cortes and his 
principal oiGcers encouraged and judified perfons 
of fubordinate rank to venture upon committing 
greater excefles. Nuno de Guzman, in parti- 
cular, ftained an illuftrious name by deeds of 
peculiar enormity and rigour, in various expe* 
ditions which he conduced ^ 



Firftobjeft One circumftance, however, faved theMexi^ 
am^g th^ cans from farther confumption, perhaps from one 
conquerort. ^g complete as that which had depopulated the 
iflands. The firft conquerors did not attempt 
to fearch for the precious metals in the bowels 
of the earths They were neither fufficiently 
wealthy to carry on the expenfive works, which 
are requifite for opening thofe deep recefles, 
where nature has concealed the veins of gold and 
filver, nor fuflGiciently {kilful to perform the 
ingenious operations by which thofe precious 
metals are feparated from their reli)eftlve ores. 
They were fatisfied with tne more limplc 

' Gojnara Cron. c. 170. B.Diaz, c. 177. Herrcrai 
dec. 3. lib. via. c. ^. S^ N0T5 VW, ; 
. ^ s H^rrcra, dec. 4 & 5 paflim. 

methodi 
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. m^kocl, pra£Ufed by the Indians, of walhing S Q ft l^ 
^e.^th carried down rivers and torrents from ^cgryty^^ 
I^C; mountaiiis, and coUefting the grains of ^5-*- 
native m^tal depofited there. The rich mines oi 
New Spain, which have poured forth their 
treafures with fuch profufion on ever^ quarter 
of the globe, were not difcovered for feveral 
years after the conqueft ^. By that tirae^ a more is5*» *«• 
orderly government and police were intro- 
duced into the colony j experience, derived 
ffom former errors, had fuggefted many ufeful 
and humane regulations for the proteftion and 
prefervation ©f the Indians j and though it then 
becj^e neceflary to increafe the number of thofe 
employed in the mines, and they were engaged 
J:p ^ fjpecics of labour more pernicious to the 
'human conftitution, they fuffered lefs hardfliip 
jiS?; ^ipiimtion than from the ilKjudged^ but lefs 
^ ^tenftye, fchemes of the firft conquerors, ^ 

..While it was the lot of the Indians to fuffer. Their pa- 
j their new mafters feem not to have derived any 
" ^bnfidera wealth from their ill-condufted 
.fjffc^ches^ According to the ufual fete oif firft 
^fcttlers in x^ew colonies, it was their lot to 
, .encounter danger, and to ftruggle with diffi- 
culties; the fruits of their vidories and toils 

* Herrcra, dec* B, lib. x. c. 21. 

were 
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& o o K were referved for times of tranquillity, and 
L^^^l^ reaped by fucceirors of greater induftry, but of 
'^^^' iDt'erior merit. The early hiftorians of America 
abound with accounts of the fufferings and of 
the poverty of its conquerors ^ In New Spain^ 
their coiidiiion was rendered more grievous by a 
peculiar arrangetneiU. WlienCharlesV, advanced 
Cortes to the government of that country, heat 
the fame time appointed certain commiffioners to 
receive and adminifter the royal revenue there, 
with independent jurifdiflion*'. Thefe men, 
chofen from inferior Nations in various depart- 
ments of public bu/inef:i at Madrid, were fo 
much elevated widi their promotion, that they 
thought they were called to ad a part of the firft 
confequence. But being accuftomed to the 
minute formalirics of office, and having con* 
traclcd the narrow ideas fuited to the fphere ia 
which they hnd hitherto moved, they were 
<5*^ altonifiied, on arriving in Mexico, at the high 
authority which Cortes exercifed, and could not 
conceive that the mode of ad mini fl ration, in a 
country recently fubdued and fettled, muft be 
different from what took place in one where 
tranquillity and regular government had been 
long eftablifted. In their letters, they repre* 
femed Cortes as an ambitious tyrant, who having 

' Cortca Rchu jfi^. F. B. Diiz. c- zog- 
^ Hcrrtra, dec. 3. lil«iv, c- 3, 

ufuTpeJ 
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frfmpod a jurifaiaion fuperior to law, afpirdd at b da k' 
mdependeiure, and by his exorbitant wealth^and - \-mj 
extcnfive influence might accomplifli thofe *i**^ 
difloyal fchemes which he apparently meditated ^ 
Thefe infinuationt made fuch deep impreffion 
upon the Spanilh minifters, mofl of whom had 
been formed to bufinefs under the jealous and 
rigid adminiftration of Ferdinand, that, unmind- 
ful of all Cortes's paft fervices, and regardleft 
of what he was then fuffering in conducing that 
extraordinary expedition, in which he advanced 
fiotn the lake of Mexico to the weftern extre-^ 
itatki of Honduras"", they infofed the fame 
{t^fpicibns kitd the mind of their mafter, and / 
prevailed on him to order a folemn inqtiefl: to be 
made into his conduft, with powers to the 
EcOTtiate Ponce de Leon, entrufted with that 
coiAotitflion, to feize his perfon, if he fliould ^s*s* 
find that expedient, and fend him prifoner to 
Spain \ 

TriE fudden death of Ponce de Leon, a few Cortcsre. 
liays after his arrival in New Spain, prevented Spain. 
the execution of this commiffion. But as the 
objeft of his appointment was known, the mind 
of Cortes was deeply wounded with this unex- 
pefted return for fervices, which far exceeded 

J Herrcra, dec. 3. liU v. c. 14. "» See NOTE yiUl 

• V » .Hcrrera, dec. 3. Hb. vin. c. 14, 15. 

* "^ ' whatever 
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BOOK whatever any fubjeft of Spain had rendered to 
Mmvmm^'m ^^ his fovereign. He endeavoured, however, to 

*5** maintain his ftation, and to recover the confix 
dence of the court. But every perfon in pffice^ 
who had arrived from Spain fince the conqueA, 
was a fpy upon his conduct:, and with malicious 
ingenuity gave an unfavourable reprefentaticm of 
all his adions. The apprehenfions of Cbarki 

ipg. and his minillers increafed. A new commiificm 
of inquiry was iffued, with more extenfive 
powers, and various precautions were taken in 
order to prevent or to puniOi him, if be IhouU 
be fo prefumptuous as to attempt what was 
inconfiftent with the fidelity of a fttbjcft^4 
Cortes beheld the approaching crifis of his 
fortune with all the violent emotions natunil to 
a haughty mind> cotifcious of high defert, aa4 
receiving unworthy treatment. But though 
fome of his defperate followers urged bim to 
aflert his own rights againft his ungrateful 
country, and with a bold hand to feize that 
power which the courtiers meanly accufed bim 
of coveting % he retained fuch felf-command, 
or was aSuated with fuch Centiments of loyalty, 
as to rejed their dangerous counfeU, and to 

^ Herrera, dec. 3. lib. vili. c. 15. dec. 4. lib. ii. cx^ 

lib. iv. c. 9, 10.,, B. Diaz. c. 172. 196. Gomaia Cron. 
c. i66. 

p B*^ Diaz. c. 194, p ^ 

cbufc 
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f^fe the only courfe in which he could fecuf e book 
Ms cfwn dignity, without departing from his c-^j^i^ 
dmy4 lU r^folved not to es:pofe himfelf to the '^*'* 
^gnominy'of a trial, in that country which had 
been thfe fcene of his triumphs; but without 
"Watting for the arrival of bis judges, to repair 
dlrc6:ly to Caftile, and commit himfelf and his 
cwfe to the juftice and generofity of hi^ fove* 
Tcign^ 

•CotrYis topcared in his native country ipwth «««««o«i>* 

- n m J, t #••-•• ». ^^^'^ there, 

the/^lendoiir that itnted the conqueror of a 
migkt/ Wngdom. He brought viith him a great 
part? of ^ys weakh, many jewels and ornaments 
c^vgreat vahie, feveral curidus produdHons of " * 
thtt oouiitry % and was attended by fdme Mexi^^ 
caM of 'ikp firjR: rank, as well as by the moft 
col^difabte of his own officer^. His arrival iii 
Spain* temoved at once evfery fufpicion and fear 
thk Jtotbeen entertained with refpcft to his 
intra^o&s. "The emperor^ havmg now nothing 
to I apprehend from the defigns of Cortes^ 
rei^dnred ihim Jiikea perfon whom confcioufnefs 
of Im own iimocence had brought into the 
prefisnm.of hismafter, and who was entitled, by 
the eminence of his fervices, to the higheft 
marks of diftin£tion and refpe6:. . The order 

« Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 8. ' Sc« NOTE IX. 

^m>L.uu K of 
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BOOK of St Jago, the title of Marquis del Valle dc 
\^l^^ Guaxaca, the grant of an ample territory io 
«5^^' N^w Spain, were fucceffively beftowed upcai 
him ; and as his manners were correft and 
elegant, although he had pafled the greater part 
of his life among rough adventurers, the emperor 
admitted him to the fame familiar intercourfe 
with himfelf, that was enjoyed by noblemen of 
the firft rank \ 

smiemem BuT, amidft thofe externd proofs of regard, 

Yernmcntin fymptomsof remaining diftruft appeared. Tbbi^ 

pain. Q^^j^^^ earncftly folicited to be reinftated in the 

goYcrnment of New Spain, Charles, too fag*-, 

ciqus to commit fuch an important charge to a 

man whom he had once fufpefted, peremptorily 

refufed to inveft him again with powers which 

1530. he might find it imppffible to controul. Cortes, 

though dignified with new titles, returned to 

Mexico with diminifhed authority. The nrili* 

tary department, with powers to "attempt new 

difcoveries, was left in his hands; but the 

fupreme dire£lion of civil aiSurs was placed in a 

board, called The Audience of New Spain. At 

B fubfequent period, when, upon the increafe of 

the colony, the exertion of authority mpre 

• Herreniy dec. 3. lib. iv. c i. lib. vi. c. 4« B. Diaz, 
c. 1 96* Gm. CroQ. c. 192. 

ufiited 
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tinited and extehfive became nedeflaty, Antoni6 b o r: 
ide Mendoza, a nobleman of high rank, was fent 



•— y* 



thither as Viceroy^ to take the government into *53^« 
hishands* ' 

This divifion of power in New Spain proved j New 
as was unavoidable, the fource of perpetual orewtcf 
diffention, which embittered the life of Cortes, 
-and thwarted all his fchemes. As. he had now 
no opportunity to difplay his aflive talents but in 
attfempting new difcoverics, he formed various 
i^bemes for that purpofe, all of vs^hich beal: 
iihpireffibns of a genius that delighted in what 
Was bold and fplendid. He early entertained an 
Idea, that, either by fleering through lYit gulf of 
yidrida along the eaft coaft of North AmeiicJt, 
fome ftrait would be found that communicated 
irith the weftern ocean ;, or that, by examining 
the ifthmus of Darien, fome paflage would be 
difcovered between the North and South Seae^ 
But having been difapix)inted in his expe^ations 
with refpeft to both, he now confined his views 
to fuch voyages of difcovery as he could make 
Irom the ports of New Spain in the South Sea. 
There he fitted out fucceffively feveral fmall 
Iquadrons, which either periflied in the attempt, 
or returned without making any difcovery of 

< Cortes Relat. Ram. iii 294. 6. 

; - H2 moment. 
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moment. Cortes^ weary of entrufting iht coa^ 
duQ, of his operations to others^ todl( t^ com? 
mand of a new armament in perfon^ and| fijiter 
enduring incredible hardihips, and encountermg 
dangers of every fpecies, he difcovered the large 
peninfula of California,^ and farveyed the greater 
' part of the gulf which feparates it from New 
Spain. The difcovery of a coimtry of fudj 
extent would have refleded credit on a.comip;>9 
adventurer ; but it could add )ittle new ,honouf 
to the name of Cortes, and w^ far froqi iatjis^ 
ing the fanguine expedations which he. had 
fprmed". Difgufted with ill fuccefs, to which 
he had not been accuftomed, and weary of cof>- 
tefting with adverfaries to whom he confideredit 
1540. a« adifgrace to be oppofed, he once m6re firogbt 
ibr redrefs in his imtivc country. 

His death. BuT his fcception there was rerf difierait 
from that which gratitude, and even decmcy, 
ought to have fecured for. him. The m|^ of 
his ancSent exploits was already, in a great mea- 
fure, forgotten, or eclipfed by the feme of 
recent and more valuable conquefts in another 
quarter of America. No fervice of moment 
was now expeded from a man of decliaing 

• Hcrrcra, dec. 5. lib. ▼111. c. 9, 10. dec. 8. lib. vi. c. 14.^ 
Vcnegas Hift. of Californ. i. 125. Lorenziana Hid. p. 32a, 
Jcc. ' • ' *■ * 

'i !:-.," year?. 
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years, and vrho began to be unfortunate. The book 
emperor behaved to him with cold civility ; his y^-j-^ 
minifters treated him, fometimes with negleft, ^^^ 
fometimes with infolence. His grievances re- 
ceived no redrefs ; his claims were urged without 
eflPed ; and after feveral years fpent in fruitlefs 
application to minifters and judges, an occupa- 
tion the moft irkfome and mortifying to a man 
of high fpirit, v/ho had moved in a fphere 
where he was more accuftomed to command 
than to foUcit, Cortes ended his days on the 
lecond of December one thoufand five hun- 
dred and forty.feven, in the fixty-fecond 
year of his age. His &te was the fame with 
that of all the perfons who diftinguifhed them- 
fehres in the difcovery or conqueft of the New 
World. Envied by his contemporaries, and ill 
requited by the court which he ferved, he has 
been admired and celebrated by fucceeding ages* 
Which has formed the moft juft eftimate of his - 
charadier, an impartial conlideration of his 
nations muft determine. 
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BOOK VI. 



T7R0M the time that Nugnez de Balboa difco- ^ ^o ^ 
■*■ vered the great Southern Ocean, and * — ^^-«^ 
received the firft obfcure hints concerning the schemes for 
opulent countries with which it might open a ^^^o^wing 
communication, the wiflies and fchemes of every 
enterprifing perfon in the colonies of Darien 
and Panama were turned towards the weahh of 
thofe unknown regions. In an age when the 
fpirit of adventure was fo ardent and vigorous, 
that large fortunes were wafted, and the moft 
alarming dangers braved, in purfuit of cdifco* 
veries naerely poffible, the fainteft ray of hope 
was followed with an eager expeftation, apd the 
flighted information was fufficient to infpire fuch 
H 4 perfeft 
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perfect confidence, as condu£t^ nca to the 

mod arduous undertakings \ 
1543. 

unfuccefs- AccoRDiNOLV, fevenJ armaments were 
time. fitted out in order to explore and take pofleifion 

of the countries to the eaft of Panama, but 
under th^ condud of leaders whofe talents and 
refources were unequal to the attempt \ As the 
excurfions of thofe adventurers did not extend 
beyon4 the limits of the province to which thd 
Spaniards have given the name of Tlerra Firm^, 
a mountainous region covered with woodsy 
thinly inhabited, and extremely unhealthy, they 
' returned with difmal accounts concerning the 
diftrefles to which they had been expofed, and 
the unpromiiing afpe£t of the places which they 
had yifited. Damped by thefe ti<&igs, the rag6 
foK diCcovery in that direfUon abated; and it 
became the general o}nnion, that Balboa bad 
founded vifionary hopes, on the tale of an 
ignorant Indian, ill undailpod, or calculated to 
deceive. 



^ »5H- Bui* there were three perfons fettled in Pa^ 

Undertaken * 

bypizanro, fiama, on whom the circimiftances which 
aadLuquc. deterred others made fo little impreilion, that at 

•See NOTE X> ^ Calancha Coronicav p. 100. 

the 
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fU^e ve?y mcmeoi; vhen all confidered Balboa's. 
expefUdons of difcovering st rich country, by 
fteering towards the eaft, as chimerical, they 
refelTed to attempt the execution of his fcheme* 
The oasies of tho& extraordinary men "were 
FrancificK> Fizarro, Diego de Almagro, and 
Hernando Luque* Pizarro was the natural foa 
oS a gentleman of an honourable family by a 
Tcry .low woman, and, according to the cruel 
£ate which often attends the (^spring of unlawful 
kiTCy had been fo totally negleded in his youth 
Iqf. the avdior of his birth, that he feems to 
Itiave deftined him -never to ijfe beycmd the- 
condition of his mother. In confequence of this 
ungenerous idea, he fist him, ^when bordering 
ootiinanhood, to koep hogs* But the- affnring 
wmd of yottAg Pisarro dtfdaioiiig that ignoble 
Qccupation, he abruptly abandoned his charge^ 
§^lfced a4 a ,fi)}dier, and, after ferving fome 
5/sas$^ in Italy, embarked for America, ^hich, 
.by opening inch a boundlefs range to a^ve 
talents, allured every adventurer whofe fortune 
was not equal to his ambitious thoughts. There 
FiearrO; early diflanguiflied himfelf. With a 
temper qf mind no lefs daring than the confti. 
tution of his body was robufl;, he ym» foremcA 
in every danger, . patient under the greateft 
bardihips, and unfubdued by any fsudgne. 
.Though fo illiterate that he could not even read, 

he 
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^^ ^ h* was foon confidered as a man form^ to com^ 
mand. Every operation committed to his conduA 
proved fuccefsful, as, by a liappy but tare con«^ 
junction, he united perfeverance with ardour, 
and was as cautious in executing, as he was bold 
ia forming his plans. By engaging early ia 
a^ive life, without any refource but his owm 
talents and induftry, and by depending on hini<^ 
felf alone in his ftruggles to emerge from 
obfcurity, he acquired fuch a thorough k&owu 
ledge of affairs, and of men, that he was fitted to 
affume a fuperior part in conducing the fcnmer^ 
and in governing the latter *'. 

A.LMAORO had ^ little to boaft of his 4erceQt 
as Pizarro. The one was a baftard^ the oth^r a. 
foundling. Bred, like his companion, in the^ 
camp, he yielded not to him in any of the 
foldierly qualities of intrepid valour^ indefatigable 
aftivity, or infurraountable conftancy in emlur^ 
ing the hard/hips infeparable from military 
fei'vice in the New World. But in Aknagro 
thefc virtues were accompanied with the open- 
nefs, generofity, and candour, natural to men 
wlaofe profeffion is arms ; in Pizarro, they were 
united with the addrefs, the craft, and the 

A 

* Hcrrera; dec. i 8c 2, paffim. dec. 4. lib. vi, c 107. 
Ooiftara Hift.c 144. Zaratc, lib. ir. c 9. 

diflimulation 
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di^mulalion of a politician, with the art of con^ b o^o k 
aealing his own purpofes, and with fagacity * -. "' lij 
to penetrate into thofe of other men. '^*^ 

Hernakdo d^e Luque was an ecclefiaftic, , 
•o^ho afted both as prieft and fchoolmafter at 
Panama, and, by means which the contemp6rary 
writers have not defcribed, had amafled riches 
tb^ infpired him with thoughts of rifing to 
greater eminence. 

Such were the men deftined to overturn one rcrmci 
of the moft extenfive empires on the face of the at^i,*^^ 
earth. Their confederacy for this purpofe was 
sttithorifed by Pedrarias, the governor of Panama. 
Each engaged to employ his whole fortune in 
the -adventure. Pizarro, the leaft wealthy of the 
thwe, as he could not throw fo large a fum 
as&is aflbciates into the common flock, engaged 
to; take the department of greatcft fatigue and 
danger, and to command in perfon the armament • 
^hicb.wfts to go firft upon difcovery. Alrriagro 
offered to condud the fuppHes of provifions and 
reiafpr^cementa of trooos, of which Pizarro might 
ftaA4. i^ need. Luque was to remaih at Panama 
to negociate with the governor^ and fuperintend 
whatever was carrying on for the general iiitereft. 
As the fpirit of enthufiafm uniformly accom- 
panied tbat of adventure in the New World, and 

by 
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by that ftrange union both acquired an increafe 
of force, this confederacy, formed by ambition 
^^ and avarice, was confirmed by the moft folemn 
aft of religion. Luque celebrated mafs, divided 
a confecrated hoft into three, and referving one 
part to himfelf, gave the other two to his 
aiTociates, of which they partook ; and thus, ia 
the name of the Prince of Peace, ratified a 
contrafl of which plunder and bloodfhed were 
the objefts \ 

TiMh-ifii The attempt was begim with a force more 
^'^^^"^ fuited to the humble condition of the three 
aflbciates, than to the greatnefs of the enterprife 
Kov. 14. m which they were engaged. Pizarro fet iail 
from Panama with i fingle veflel, of finalt 
burden, and a hundred and twelve men. But 
in that age, fo little were the Spaniards acquainted 
with the peculiarities of climate in America, that 
the time which Pizarro chofe for his departure 
was the mod improper in the whole year; 
the periodical winds, which were then fet in, 
being direftly adverfe to the courfe which he 
purpofed to fleer*. After beating about for 
feventy days, with much danger and inceflant 
fatigue, Pizarro's progrefs towards the fouth-eaft 

* Hcrrera, dcc^ 3. Kb. vi. c. 13. Zarate» Kb. 1. c. i. 
« Hcrrera, dec. > lib. ii. c. 8. X^z, p. 179. 

was 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HISTORV op AMEllICA. 109 

\iras not greater than what a fkilful navigator will book 
now make in as many hours. He touched at i_ /- _j 
feveral places on the coaft of Tierra Firm^, but ^s*i* 
found everywhere the fame uninviting country 
which former adventurers had defcribed; the 
low grounds converted into fwamps by an over- 
flowing of rivers; the higher, covered with 
impervious woods ; few inhabitants, and thofc 
fierce and hoftile. Famine, fatigue, frequent 
rencount^s with the natives, and above all, the 
diflempers of a moift, fultry climate, combined 
fli waflmg his flender band of followers. The Attenrfed 
tmdaunted refcHution of their leader continued, fuoceis. 
however, for fome time, to fuftain their i^irits^, 
although no fign had yet appeared of difcoveriilg 
diofe golden regions to which he had promifed to 
condud them. At length he was obliged to 
abandon that inhofpitable coaft, and retire to 
Chuchama, oppofite to the p?arl iflands, where 
he hoped to receive a fupply of pro^fions and 
troops from Panama. 

But Almagro having failed from that port 
wth feventy men, ftood direftly towards that 
part of the continent where he hoped to meet 
with his affociate. Not finding him there, 
he landed his foldiers, who, in fearching for 
thdr companions, underwent the fame diftreffes, 
and were expofcd to the feme dangers, which 

had 
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BO o K had driven them out of the country. Repulfed 
4— ^'-w at length by the Indians in a fharp conflift, id 
'^*^' ti^hich their leader loft one of his eyes by the 
wound of an arrow, they likewife were compelled 
to reimbark. Chance led them to the place of 
Pizarro's retreat, where they found fome confola^ 
tion in recounting to each other their adventui;es, 
jttDes4. and comparing their fufFerings. As Almagro 



\ 



had advanced as far as the river St. Juan, in the 
province of Popayan, where both the country 
and inhabitants appeared with a more promifing 
zfye&i^ that dawn of better fortune was fuffident 
to ddtermine fuch fanguine projedors not t6 
abandon their fcheme^ notwithftanding all that 
they had fuffered in profecuting it^. 

»5*^ ALMAdRo repaired to Panama, in hopes of 

fomt the recruiting their fhattered troops. But what he 
aog. and Pizarro had fuffered, gave^ his countrymen 

fuch an unfavourable idea of the fervice, that it 
was with difficulty he could levy fourfcore men '. 
Feeble as this reinforcement was, Almagro took 
the command of it, and having joined Pizarro, 
they did not hefitate about refuming their 
operations. After a long feries of difafters and 
difappointments, not inferior to thofe which they 

' Hcrrera, d<c. 3, lib. ^iii. c. 11, 12. Sec NOTE XI^ 
t Zarate, lib. i c. u 

had 
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h94 ^^dy experienced, part of the armament rook 
reached the Bay of St. Matthew, on the coaft of y,.-/-?.^ 
(^itOj and landing at Tacamez, to the fouth of '^^' 
the river of Emeraulds, they beheld a country 
inore champaign and fertile than any they had ' 

ym difcovered in the Southern Ocean, the 
Batives clad in garments of woollen or cotton 
iiuff, a^d adorned with feveral trinkets of gold 
and filver. 

^.■■' • ^ ' 

xjriJ&W.9 aotwithftaiiding thofe favouiahle appear- 
smfii* .xnagJaified beyond the truth, both by the 
^{inity of the perfons who brought the report 
f^9(i^\ Tacamez, a^d by the fond imagin^tkm. of 
thofe who liilened to. them, Fizarro and Almagro 
durft not venture to invade a country fo populous 
l^itk a hjEindful of men enfeebled by fatigue and 
difejt^^^ . They retired to the fmall ifland of 
^allo,, where Pi:iarro remained with part of ^e 
Ux^bps^ and his aifociate retuaied to Pan^jai, in 
liopes of bringing fuch a reinforcement as might 
^able them to take pofleffion of the opulenf 
territories, whofe exiftence feemed to be no 
longer doubtful ^. 

But fome of the adventurers, lefs enterprifing, Pizarro re. 
or lefs hardy than their leaders, having fecretly governor of 



Panama. 



* Xerez, i8i. Hcrrcra, dc«. 3. liU viJi. c. ij. - 

conveyed 
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BOOK conveyed lamentable accounts of th^ futf«rbigt 
w<«v^ ^^^ lofTes to their friends at Panama^ AlmagfO 
'5*^ met with an unfavourable reception from Pcdrd 
de Iqs Rios, who had fucceeded Pedrarifls in the 
government of that fettlement. After weigfaiii|( 
the matter with that cold ceconomical prudence 
which appears the firft of all virtues to perfiDms 
whofe limited faculties are incapable of conceiv'* 
ing or executing great defigns, he concluded an 
expedition, attended with fuch certain wafte of 
men, to be fo detrimental to an infant and fed^ 
* colony, that be not only prohibited the raifingoC 
new levies, but difpatched a veflel to bring home 
Pizarro and his companions from the iflaml 
^ of Gallo. Almagro and Luque, though d^ly 

afieded with thofe meafures, which thepcouU 
, not prevent, and durft not oppofe, found meaitt 
« of communicating their fentiments privately to. 
Pizarro, and. exhorted him not to relioquifk 
an enterprife that was the foundation of all their 
hopes, and the only means of re-eftablifhiiiqg 
their reputation and fortune, which were both 
on the decline. Kzarro's mind, bent with 
inflexible obftinacy on all its -purpofes, needed 
Perfiftsln HQ incentive to perfift in the fcheme* He- 
lm dcfigii. peremptorily refufed to obey the governor of 
Panama's orders, and employed all his addrefs 
and eloquence in perfuading his men not to 
abandon him. But the incredible calamities 

to 
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to which they had been expofed were ftill fo * ^^ ^ 
recent m thdr memories, and the thoughts 
irf revifiring their femiKes and friends after a 
long abfence, ruflied with fuch joy into their 
muids, that when Pizarro drew a line upon the 
land with his fword, permitting fuch asr wiflied to 
return home to pafs over it, only thirteen of all 
the daring veterans in his fervice had refolution 
to remain with their commacnder K 

This fmall, but determined band, whofe 
names the Spanifhhiftorians record with deferved 
praife, z$ the perfons to whofe perfevering forti- 
tude their country is indebted for the moft 
vahiable of all its American poffeffions, fixed 
their rcfidence in the ifland of Gorgona. This, 
as it Was ferther removed from the coaft than 
Gallo, . atid uninhabited, they confidered as a 
more fecure retreat, where, unmolefted, they 
might wait for fupplies from Panama, which they 
trufted that the aftivity of their affociates would 
be able to procure. Almagro and Luque were 
ncrt inattentive or cold folicitors, and their 
inceffimt importunity was feconded by the 
general voice of the colony, which exclaimed 
loudly againft the infamy of expofmg brave 

* Herrera, dec. 3. lib. x. c. 2, 3. Zaratc, Ub. 1. c. 2. 
Xorez, 181. Gomara Hift. c. 109. 
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men, engaged in the publk fervice, arid 
chargeable with no error but what flowed from 
-t5^6. an excefs of zeal and courage, to pcrifh \dsit the 
mod odious criminals in a defert ifland. Orer- 
conie by thofe entreaties and expoftulaitionfi^ the 
governor ^at laft cottfented to fend a fraalLvefi^ 
to their relief. But that he might not ibem 
to entourage Pizarro to any new enterpnfe, he 
would not permit one landman to embark on 
board of it. 

HardjipR • By this time, Pizarro and his companions bad 
remained five months in an ifland, infamous Tor 
the tnod unhealthy climate^ in that region of 
America''. During all this period, their cyda 
were tun^ towards Panama, in hopes of 
fiKcour from their countrymen j but worn ouA 
at length with fruitleis expedation$, and difpirUed 
with fti^Sering hardfliips of which they hw no 
end, they, in defpair, came to a refoluticm of 
committing themfelves to the ocean on a float, 
rather than continue in that deteftable abode» 
But, on the arwval of the vcflel from Panama^ 
they were tranfported with fuch joy, that all 
their fufferings were forgotten. Their hopef 
rjevived, and, with a rapid tranfitioh, not un- 
natural among men accuftomed by their mode 

^ Sed NOTE XII. , 

of 
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. of: life to fiidden vicifEtudes of fortune, high^ book 

eonfideuce fucceeding to extreme dejeftion, \ ^m^ ym mi 

Kzarro eafily induced not only his own followers, ^^*^* 
bat the crew bf the veffel from Panama, to 
refume bis- former fcheme with frefli ardour. 
Inflead of returning to Parlama, they flood 
towards the foutb-eaft, and more fortunate in 
this than in any of their paft efforts, they, on 
the twentieth day after their departure from 
Gorgona,' difcovered the coaft of Peru. After oifcovcrs 
touching at feveral villages near the (hore, which 
|h#y fo\md to be no wife inviting, they landed 
at T^mbe:^, a place of fome note, about three 
degree? fouth of the line, diftinguiflied for its 
ftately tsemple, and a palace of the Incas or 
fcvereigns of the country K There the Spaniards 
fesft^' rheir eyes with the fir ft view of the 
dpA'lenfce and civilization of the Peruvian empire. 
They beheM a country fully peopled, and cuiti* 
vated *ith an appearance of regular induftry ; 
the itatives decently clothed, and poffefled of 
ing^mtity fofar furpafling the other inhabitants 
of the New World, as to have the ufe of tame 
domeffic animals. But what chiefly attraded 
their notice, was fuch a fhow of gold and filver, • 
ntit only in the ornaments of their petfons and 
tebples, Tjut In feveral veffels and utenfils 

^ Caltindia, p. ipj. 
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* o a K for common ufc, formed of thofc. preciow 
\_ / uj* metals, as left no room to doubt that they 
'^*^' . abounded with profufion in the country. Fizarxo 
and his companions feemed now to haire aittained 
to the completion of their mod fanguiiie ho^^ 
and fancied that al! their wiibes and dreams 
of rich domains, and inexhauftible treafures, 
would foon be realised. 

Returns to BuT With the flcnder force then under his 
ccwnmand, Pizarro could only view the rich 
country of which he hoped hereafter tQ o)Ditain 
pofleflion* He ranged, however, for foRi^ tipie 
along the^ coail, maintaining ev^rywh^ne a 
peaceable intercourfe with the natives, Ho, lefs 
aftoniftied at their new vifitants, than the 
Spaniards were . with the uniform appejfffftice 
of opulence and cultivation which .they b^ld. 
J. ,7. Having explored the country as fa;* aa^was 
requifite to afcertain the^ importance of the dif- 
covery, Pizarro procured from the inhabitants 
fome of their Llamas or tame cattle, to which 
the Spaniards gave the name of fheep, fome ' 
veflels of gold and filver, as well as fome 
fpecimens of their other works of ingenuity, and 
two young men, whom he propofed to inftruft 
in the Caftilian language, that they might fcrve 
as interpreters in the expedition which he medi- 
tated. With thefe he arrived at Panama, towards 

the 
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the clofe .of the third year from the time of book 
his departure thence ". No adventurer of the y, . ,'^ 
age ittSered hardfliips or encountered dangers '^7* 
which equal tbofe to which he was expofed 
during this long period. The patience with 
vUcb.he endured the one, and the fortitude 
with which he furmcmnted the other, exceed 
wiimtever is recorded in the hiftory of the New 
World, ^here fo many romantic difplays of 
thofe virtues occur. 

* Neither the fplendid rehtion that Piflarro 152s. 
gave of the incredible opulence of the country fchTmes 
whkfh he had difcwered, nor bis bitter com- ^lafes/^^" 
pfeints on account of that unfeafomible recal of 
his forces, which had put it out of his fow^ to 
attempt making any fettlement there, could 
zhovethe governor of Panama to f«%rve from 
hts fotttter prlan of comhid:. He ftill cometided, 
'that the colony was not in a condition to invade 
Tach a mighty empire, and refufed to authorife 
an expedition which he forefaw would be fo 
alluring that it mfght ruin the province in which 
he prefided, by an efibrt beyond its ftrength. 

IBs coldnefs, however, did not in' any degree 

-» ' 

"" Hcrrera, dec. 3. lib. x. c. 3 — 6. dec. 4. lib. ii. 1:17^ 8. 
Vega, 2. lib. i. c. 10 — 14. ^Zarate, lib. i. c. 2« Bcnzo 
Hift. Novi 0riiia,lib. iii. e, $. • 

, I J abate 
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BOOK abate the ardour of the three aflbciates ; but 
V -,-,_f they perceived that they could not carry their 
'5«*"- fcheme irito execution without the countenance 
of fuperior authority, and mufl folicit their 
fovereign to grant that permiflion which they 
could not extort from his delegate. With thi^ 
view, after adjufling among themfelves, that 
Pizarro fhould claim the ftation of goverflor, 
Almagro that of lieutenant-governor, and Luque 
the dignity of bifhop in the country which they 
purpofed to conquer, they fent Pizarro as tbei^'. 
^gent to Spain, thougli their fortune .wi^re ^ow 
{p ipucji exhaulled by the repeated Q^aa^ts. wUck 
they. had nqiade, that they fqund (ou^e di^viCy 
in borrowing the fmall fum requilit^ tQwar^l^ 
©qiWptog bw for th$ voyage % 

P»^rwfent PxzARRo loft HO time lu repairing to courts. 

negoci4te. jmd i^w as the fcene might be to hiqi, be 
speared before the emp?;ror with the unemh 
barra0ed dignity of a man cpnfcious of what hw 
ferviqes mierited; and he conduced his nego-^ 
patipps with an infinuati^g dexterity of addref^^ ' 
which cou^d not have beqn ejcpefted either from 
)us educatioa or former Iiabits of life. His 
feeling defcription of his own fuStprings, and his 
pomppus account of the country which be had 

• Herrenii dec. 4. lib. iii. c. r. Vega, 2. lib. i. c. 14. 

difcovered. 
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difcov^ed, confirmed by the fpecimens of its boo k 
produftions which he exhibited, "made fuch an w -».- mjk 
impreffion both on Charles and his minifters, *^**' 
that they not only approved of the intended 
expedition, but feemed to be intereded in the 
fuccefs of its leader. Prefuming on thofe difpo- 
Ikions in his favour, Pizarro paid little attention 
to the intereft of his aifociates. As the prefen- Neguasi.u 
fions of Luque did not interfere with his own, 
he obtained for him the eccledfiaftical dignity to 
which: he afpired. For Almagro, he claimed 
(mlj the command of the fortrefs which Ihould 
be erefted at Tumbez. To himfelf he fecured 
whatever his boundlefs ambition could defire. 
He was appointed governor, captain-general, jujyi6. 
and adelantado of all the country which he had ""^.^^hc 
difcovered, and hoped to conquer, with fupreme ^"^^ 
authority^ eivii as well as miKtary; and with tobmu^df.. 
full rijght to all the privileges and emolumentsr 
ufoaUy granted tQ adventurers in the New 
World. JJis jurifdiftioQ was declared to extend' 
two hundred leagues along the ct^afl to the 
fouth of the river St. Jago ; to b? independent 
of the governor of Panama ; and he had power 
to nomkiice all the bffkers wbo-wei^e to fcrve 
under him* In return for thofe copict^on^, 
yphtch colt' the cc^rt of Spain nothing, as the 
enjoyment of them depend^ upon the fuccefs of 
1 /f ' Ti'zSVro's 
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B^ o o k Pizatro^s own efForts, he engaged to mife two 

i_ -^ _f Imndred and fifty men, and to provide the 

'5**' fhips, arms, and warlike ftores requifitef towards 

fubjefting to the crown of Caftile the country 

of which the government was allotted hiih. 

Slender lNco>^siDrRABLE as the body of mctt leas 

forcehewas • . , t^. i , , , .r t • 

abietoraife. which Pizarro had undertaken to raiie, his 
'^*^* funds and credit were fo low that he could 
hardly complete half the number ; and tiftiv 
Staining his patents from thexrown, he Uffts 
obliged to fteal privately out of the port: <rf 
Seville, in order to elude the fcnstiny of the 
officers who had it in charge to^ e»amiae, 
whether he had fulfilled the ftipuladbns ill Us 
contraft^ Before his departure, howiever, he 
received fome fupply of money from Cortss^ wfa9 
having returned to Spain abc^it diis tifn£» w^s 
willing to contribute his aid towards enablmg an 
ancient companion, with whofe . talents aad 
courage he was well acquainted, to be^ a 
career of, glory fimilar to that which he 'bimtyf 
hadfiniflled^ 

H£ landed at Nombre de Dios^ and marched 
acrois the ifthmus to Panama, accompanied by 
his three brodiers, Ferdinand^ Juan, and Gonzs^f , 

• HfirreWjdcc. 4. lib. vii. c. 9. p Ibid. lib. vii. c. 10. 

' • of 
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of whom th« firft \vas bom in lawful wedlock, b o o ic 
the two latter^ like himfdf, were of illegitimate w-v^ 
bktliy and by Francifco de Alcantara, his mother's *^*^ 
brother. They were all in the prime of life, and 
of fuch abilities and courage, as fitted them to 
take a diftinguilhed part in his>fubfequent tranf- 
adioas. 



On his arrival at Panama, Pizarrp fbund ^'^^^ 

Hisrccon. 

Alms^o fp much exafperated at the manner in ciiiation 
wiucii he had conduced his negociation, that he magm. ' 
not <Nily tefttfed to a£l any longer in concert 
with a man by whofe perfidy he' had l^een 
e»9i»ded from the power and honours to whidi 
be had a '^ c)ahn, but laboured to form a joew 
afiqoiaikHiy in order to thwart' or to rival, his 
fenner confederate ia his difcoveries. Pi^sarxo, 
htfwevetf had more wifdom and addrefe tbau to 
fttffisr a ruptnis fo fatal to all bis fch^mes, to 
become irreparable. By offering voluntarily to 
rdinqtuifli the office of adelantado^ and {nto- 
n^ng to conc&r.in foliating that title, with an 
independent government, for Almggro, be 
gradually mitigated the rage of an opeijhhearted 
foldler, which had been violent, but was not 
implacable. Luque, highly fadsfied with having 
b^en fuccefsful in all his own pretenfions, 
cordially fec<mded Pizarro's endeavours. A 
reconciliation was efieded, and the confede- 
racy , 
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BOOK racy renewed on its oi;igmal terms^ that the 
enterprize fhouI4 be carried on at the common 
expence of the affociates, and the profits^ aocru- 
ing from it (hould be equally divided among 
them '• 



*53» 



Tf'rirarmr- 
ineat. 



15^,1. 

February* 



Lanctsln 
Poru. 



Even after their re-union, and the otmoft 
efforts of their intereft, three fniall veffels, with 
a hundred and eighty foldiers, thirty •fix of mhhm 
nvere horfemen^ compofed the armament whicfi 
they were able to fit out. But the zOxmUhing 
piogiefs of the Spaniards in America bad infpir^d 
tbcfh with'fuch ideas erf", their own fiofperiorrty, 
that Pizanro did not hefitate to fail with tfri$ 
contemptible force to invade a great empire. 
AlmagTOwas kft atPankma,a8 formerly, to foHoW 
him. with what reinforcement of men he Ihould 
be aUe to muQer. As the feafon for embaHcihg' 
wa& properly chofen, and the courfe of nan^s 
gation between Panama and Beru wa$ ncur 
better known^ Pizarro compieted the voyage in 
thirteen days ; though, by the force of the 
-winds and currents,, he was carried abo\'e a 
hundred leagues to the north of Tumbez, the 
place of bis d^ination, and obliged to lamtfais 
troops in the bay of St. Matthew. Without 



1 Hcrr^ra, dec. 4. Itb. ^. c. 9. 



Zaratr, 12b. 1. c. ^. 

lofing 
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Jdfing b moment, he began to advance towards B o o jc 
l4be fouth^ taking care, however, not to depart u— v — ^ 
far from the fea-fliore, both that he might eafily '^^'* 
eiFed a jundion with the fupplies which he 
expefted from Panama, and fecirre a retreat in 
cafe of any difafter, by keeping as neai^ as/ 
polTible to his (hips. But as the country in 
fcveral parts on the coaft of Peru is barren, 
viihcalthful, and thinly peopled ; as the Spa- 
niards had to pa{s all the rivers near their month, 
ijiiiere.tbe body of water is grcateft , and as the 
if^prud^qce of Pizarro, in attacking the natives 
w^n jbe fliould have ftudied to gain their confi- 
dqacej bad forced th^m to abandon their habit- 
:atipQ$^ faoriinje, fatigue, and difeafes of various 
liJAdss, brought upon him and his followers 
x^lap^i^ies hardly taferior.tothofc which they had 
^3y4w^ io their former expedition. What they 
nawje;Hperieaced correfponded lb ill with the 
aUwfjng defcriplion of the country given by 
Pifarro^ that many, began to reproach him, and 
ev^ tfpldi^ muft have become cold to the 
fervic^, if evfen in this unfertile region of Peru 
thi^ had not met with fome appearances of 
wealth and cuhivation, which feemed to juftify 
the report of iheir leader. At length they Apriii4. 
^'cached the province of Coaque j and, having 
furprifed the principal fettlement of the natives, 
they feized their veOels and ornaments of gold 

an4 
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BOOK and filver, to the amount of thirty thpufend 
x_ -/- . ^ pefps, with other booty of fuch value, as difpelled 
^SV' fiU their doubts, and infpired the moft defpond- 
ing with fanguine hopes \ 

His mca- > PizARRo hittifelf was fo much delighted with 

obtaining this rfch fpoil, wHch he confidered as the firft 

mcnt. ^'^^ fruits of a land abounding with treafure, that he 

inftantly difpatched one of his fhips to Panama 

with a large remittance to Almagro ; and another 

to Nicaragua with a confiderable fum to feveral 

perfons of influence in that province, in hppes 

of alluring adventurers, by this early difplay of 

the wealth which he had acquired. Meai^while, 

he continued his march along the coaft, and 

difdaming to employ any means of reducing the 

•natives but force, l\e attacked them with fuch vio- 

.lencc in their fcattered habitations, as compelled 

them either to retire into the interior country, 

or to fubmit to his yoke. This fudden appisar- 

ance of invaders, whofe afpeft and manners were 

fo ■ ftrange, and whofe power feemed to \>p fo 

irrefiftible, made the fame dreadful impreffion as 

in other parts of America. Przarro hardly met 

with refiftance until he attacked the ifland of 

Puna in the bay of Guayquil. As that was 

better peopled than the country through which 

' Herrera;^ dec. 4. lib. vii. c. 9.. lib. ii. c i. Xeres 182. 

- • he 
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he had paffed, and its inhabitants Ifiercer and book 
lefs civilized than thofe of the continent, they ^ ^'^_f 
defended themfelves with fuch obftinate valour, tsiy 
that Pizarro (pent fix months in reducing them 
to fubjeftion. From Puna he proceeded to 
Tumbez, where the diftempers which raged 
among his men compelled him to remain for 

three months \ 

» 

While he was thus employed, he began to 
reap advantage from his attention to fprcad the 
fame of his firft fuccefs at Coaque. Two differ- Recenrs 
ent detachments arrived from Nicaragua, which, continues 10 
though neither exceeded thirty men, he coDfi- * ^^"^ 
dered as a reinforcement of great confequeiice 
to his feeble bandj efpecially as the one was 
under the command of Sebaftiaa Benai(yazar, 1^1%^ 
and the other of Hernando Soto, officers not 
inferior in merit and reputation to any who had 
ierved in America* From Tumbez he proceeded Mjy i6« 
to the river Piura, and in an advantageous 
Ration near the mouth of it, he eftabliflied the 
firft Spanifh colony in Peru ; to which he gave 
the name of St. Michael. 

» P. Sancho ap. Ramuf. liu p. 371. F. Hcrrerat 
Ucc. 4. lib. vii. c. i8. lib. ix. c. i. Zatate^ lib.ii. e. 2, 3. 
Xeres, p. 182, &c. 
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BOOK As PizJtf ro continued to advance towards^ the 
y_ -_'- _f centre of the Peruvian empire, he gradually 
^53i- received more full information concerning itB 
extent and- policy, as well as the fituatiopQ of it$ 
afl'airs at that jundure. Without fome know* 
ledge of thefe, he could not have conduced bis > 
operations with propriety ; and without a fuh:- 
able attention to them, it is impoffible to account 
for the progrefs which the Spaniards had alrej^ly 
made, or to unfold the caufes of their fubfe* 
quent fuccefs. 

Stttcofthc At the time when the Spaniards invad^ 
empifi. Peru, the dominions of its fovereigns extended 
in length,^ from north to fouth, above fiitee^, 
hundred miles along the Pacific ^ Ocean. It^ 
breadth, from eaft to Weft, was much lefs coa* 
^ fiderable j being uniformly bounded by the vaft 
ridge of the Andes, ftretching from its on<5 
extremity to the other. Peru, like the feft ef 
the New World, was originally poffefled by fmall 
independent tribes, diflPering from each other ia 
manners, and in their forms of rude policy.. 
All, however, were fo little civilized, that, if 
the traditions concerning their mode of life^ 
preferved among their defcendants, deferve 
credit, they muft be claffed among the- moft 
unimproved favages of America. Strangers to 

every 
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eierj fpecies^of cuhivation or regular induftry> book 
without any fixed refidence, and unacquainted c -S-^ 
^th. thofe fentiments and obligations which 'sa^- 
form the firft bonds of focial union, they are 
faid to have roamed about naked in the forefts, 
with which the country was then covered, more 
like wild beafts than like^ men. After they had 
ftruggled for^ feveral ages with the hardfliips 
ahd calamities which are inevitable in fuch a 
ftate, and when no circumftance feemed to 
indicate the approach of any uncommon effort 
towards improvement, we are told that there 
appeared, on the banks of the lake Titiaca, a 
itian and woman of majeftic form, and clothed 
itt decent garments. They declared themfelves 
t6 be children of the Sun, fent by their bene- 
ficent parent, who beheld with pity the miferies 
dE the human race, to inftruft and to reclaim 
them.' At their perfuafion, enforced by reve- 
rfeiloe for the divinity in whofe name they were 
foppofed to fpeak, feveral of the difperfed 
lavages united together, and receiving theif 
cominands as heavenly injunftions, followed 
them to Cuzco, where they fettled, and began 
to lay the foundations of a city. 

Manco Capac and Mama OcoUo, for fuch 
were tl.e niraes of thofe extraordinary perfon- 

ages, 
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^ages,. having thus collefted fome wandering 
tribes, formed that fecial union, which, by mul- 
'53^- tiplying the defires, and uniting the efforts of 
the human fpecies, excites induftry, and leads to 
improvement. Manco Capac inftru^ed the 
men in agricuhure, and other ufeful arts. 
Mama Ocollo taught the women to fpin and to 
weave. By the labour of the oAe fex, fubfift* 
ence became lefs precarious ; by that of the 
other, life was rendered more comfortable. 
After fecuring the objedls of firft neceffity in an 
infant ftate, by providing food, raiment, and 
habitations, for the rude people of whom he 
took charge, Marico Capac ttimed his attention 
towards introducing fuch laws and policy as 
might perpetuate their happinefs. By his infU- 
tutions, which fhall be more particularly explained 
hereafter, the various relations in private life 
were eftablifhed, and the duties refulting from 
them prefcribed with fuch propriety, as gradu- 
ally fdrmed a barbarous people to decency of 
manners. In public adminiftration, the func- 
tions of perfons in authority were fo precifely 
defined, and the fubordination of thofe imdcr 
their jurifdidlion maintained with fuch a fteady 
hand, that the fociety in which he prefided, 
foon affumed the afpeft of a regular and well- 
governed ftate. 

Thus, 
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Thus, according to the Indian tradition, was 
founded the empire of the Incas or Lords of 
Peru. At firft its extent was fmall. The '"*• 
territory of Manco Capac did not reach above 
eight leagues from Cuzco. But within its 
narrow precindis he cxerdfed abfolute and uncon- 
trolled authority. His fucceffors, as their domi- 
niong extended, arrogated a fimilar jurifdiftion 
over the new fubjeSs which they acquired j the 
defpotifm of Afia was not more complete. The 
Incas were not only obeyed as monarchs, but 
rerered as divinities. Their blood was held to 
be facred, and, by prohibiting intermarriages 
with the people, was never contaminated by 
mixing with that of any other race. The family, 
thus feparated from the reft of the nation, was 
jdiftinguiflied by peculiarities in drefs and orna- 
ments, which it was unlawful for others to 
afliime. The monarch himfelf appeared with 
enfigns of royalty referved for him alone ; and 
received from his fubjeds marks of obfequious 
homage and refped, which approached almoft to 
adoration. 

But, among the Peruvians, this unbounded 
power of their monarchs feems to have been 
uniformly accompanied with attention to the 
good of their' fubjeds. It was not the rage 
of conquefl, if we may believe the accouuts 

VOL. HI. K of 
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of their xrbuntryiwen, that prompted the Ift^as to 
extend their doff^feionsi, but the defire of diffufi»g 
'^^* Ae bleffings of civilifearion, and the knowkdge 
of the arts which they pcffeffed, atnong the 
barbatotrs people who^ they reduced. During 
a fuccefTion of twelve monarchs, it is faid that 
not one deviated from this beneficent AaraderS 

Whten the Spaniards 'firft vifited the coaft of 
Peru, in the year one thoufand five hundred and 
twenty-fix, Huana Capac, the twelfth monarch 
from the founder of the ftate, was feated ofi the 
throne. He -is reprefented as a prince diftiiK 
guiftred not only for the pacific virtues peculiar 
' to the race, but eminent for his martial talents. 
By his viftotiaus ai^irs ^e kingdom of C^ito was 
fubjefted, a compieft of fudi extent and im- 
portance as almoft doubled thie power of thfe 
Peruvian empire. Ke was fond of redding 
in the capital of that valuable province, Which 
he had added to his domimons ; and, notwith- 
ftanding the ancient and fundamental law of the 
monarchy againft polluting the royal blood by 
any foreign alliance, he married the daughter of 
the vanquiflied monarch of Quito. She bore 
him a fon named Atahualpa, whom, on his 

* * Cieca de Leon,Chron. c. 44. Hcrrtra, dec. 3. Ub. x. 
c. 4. dec 5i» lib, iii. c, 1 7. 

death 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Iiat8T0*.Y OF AMERICA. v ijt 

desith at 'Quito, which feems to have happened book 
^Ut th^e .year o»e thoufa»d five hundred and ^ r-,^ 1 
tsu^nty-nin^, :hc appointed his fucce'ffor in that '^^** 
femgdom, : leaving the reft of his dominions to 
Huaicar, his eldeft fon, by a mother of the royal 
race. Greatly as the Peruvians revered the 
memocy of a monarch who had reigned with 
greater reputatbn and fplendour than any 
of bis predecefibrs, the deftination of Huana 
Capac concerning the fucceflipn, appeared .fo 
r^Mignant to a ma&im coeval with the empire^ 
»k1 founded on authority deemed iacred, that it 
was & fooner known at Cu:^o than it excited 
geoer^il di%uft« Encouraged by thofe fentiments 
of im A»b}ed6, Huaicar required Ims brother to 
r^ouQ^^ the government of Quito, and to 
acknowledge him as.his lawful fuperior. But it 
had been the firft care of Atahualpa to gain 
a large body of troops which had accompanied 
his father to Quito. Thefe were the flower 
of the Peruvian warriors, to whofe valour 
Huana Capac had been indebted for all his 
viftori^s. Relying on their fupport, Atahualpa 
firft eluded his brother's demand, and then 
marched againft him in hoftile array. 

Thus the ambition of two young men, the 

title of the one. founded on ancient ufage, and 

that of the oiher aflerted by the, veteran tfoopg, 

K 2 involved 
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BOOK involved Peru in civil war, a calamity to which, 
under a fucceffion of virtuous prince8> it had 
hitherto been a ftranger. In fuch a conteft the 
iffue was obvious. The force of arms triumphed 
over the authority of laws. Atahualpa remain^ 
viftorious, and made a cruel ufe of his viftory. 
Confcious of the defeft in his own title to 
the crown, he attempted to exterminate the royal 
race, by putting to death all the children of the 
Sun defcended from Manco Capac, whom he 
could feize either by force or ftratagem. From 
a political motive, the life of his unfortunate 
rival Huafcar, who had been taken prifoner in a 
battle which decided the fate of the empire, was 
prolonged for fome time, that, by iffuing orders 
in his name, the ufurper might more eafily 
eftablifh his own authority ^. 



Favourable 
to the pro- 
^fefs oJ 
Fizarro. 



When Kzarro landed in the bay of St. Mat- 
thew, this civil war raged between the two 
brothers in its greateft fury. Had*he made any 
hoftile attempt in his former vifit to Peru in the 
year one thoufand five hundred and twenty- 
feven, he muft then have encountered the force 
of a powerful ftate, united under a monarch, 
poflefled of capacity as well as courage^ and 



« Zarate, lib. 1. x. 15. Vega, i. Ub. ix. c. 12 and 32— 
40. Herrera, dec. 5. lib. i. c. 2. lib. iii. c. 17. 
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unembarraffed with any care that could divert boor. 
him from oppofing his progrefs. But at this y, ^— ^ 
time, the two competitors, though they received '^^*' 
early accounts of the arrival and violent prpceed- 
ings of the Spaniards, were fo intent upon the 
operations of a war, which they deemed more 
interefting, that they paid no attention to the 
motions of an enemy, too inconfiderable in 
number to excite any great alarm, and to whom, 
it would be eafy, as they imagined, to give 
a check when more at leifure* 

By this fortunate coincidence of events, hc avails 
whereof Pizarro could have no forefight, and of h^Jd ad- 
which, from his defeOive mode of intercourfe '^*"'^^*" 
with the people of the country, he remained 
long ignorant, he was permitted to carry on his 
operations unmolefted, and advanced to the 
x:entre of a great empire before one effort of its 
power was exerted to flop his career. During 
their pr6grefs, the Spaniards had acquired fome 
imperfeft knowledge of this ftruggle between 
the two contending fadions. The firft complete 
information with refpeft to it, they received 
from meflengers whom Huafcar fent to Pizarro,. 
In order to folicit his aid againfl: Atahualpa, 
whom he reprefented as a rebel and an ufurper ''. 



"" Zarate,.lib. ii. c. 3? 
K3 
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B- cr o K Pizarro perceived at bUce tfie importaftce of tfcfe 
\m<r/ ^ intelligence, and fore&w fo clearly all- the advan*' 
'^^ ta^ea which might be derhred from fhir cfividerf 
ftate of the kingdom, which he had inva<fed, 
that,* without waiting for the reinforcement 
^hich he expefted from Panama, he determmccf 
to ptifli forward, while inteftrne dtfcord put it 
cut of the power of the Peruvians to ittack hitti 
with their whole force, and while, by taking 
part, as circumftaAces ffiouM incline him, with: 
one of the competitors, he might be enAferf 
with greater eafc to crulh both. Enterprifing as 
the Spaniards' of that age were in atl tbdr opera- 
tions againft Americans, anfd diftii^g^ifiitd as 
Pizarro was among his eountryttei^ f6r daring 
courage, we can hardly fuj^ofe, that afteV baring 
proceeded hitherto jQowly, and with much catK 
tion, he would have changed at once his fyftemt 
of operation, and have ventured upon a mea- 
fure fo hazardous, without fome new motive or 
profped to juftify it. 

sutcofhis As he was obliged to divide his tfbopB^ 
^"'""'^ in order to leave a garrifon in St. Michad, 
fufEcient to defend a ftation of equal importance 
as a place of retreat in cafe of any difaftef, an4 
as a port for receiving any fupplies which ihpuld 
come from Panama, he began his march with a 
very flender and ill-accouired train, of followers. 

They 
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They confifted of fixty-two horfomcn% and 
a hundred am} two foot^ifoldiers^ of whom twenty 
were armed wkh cro6-bows^ and three wfeh *^^ 
mulkets. He direfted his courfe towkrds Caxa-> 
malca, a fmall town at the diflance of twelve 
days march from St. Mich^^I, where Atahualpa 
was encamped with a confideraU^ body of 
troops. Before he had proceeded far, a^ officer 
difpatched by the Inca met him with a valuabk 
prefent from that prince, accompanied with ^ 
proffer of his alliance, and affurances of a frieaidly 
reception at Caxamalca. Rzarro, according to 
the ufual artifice of his countrymen ha America, 
pretended to come as the ambaflfador of a very 
powerful Rionarch, and declared tli^t he was 
now advancing with an intention to afitsr 
Atahualpn hk aid againft thofe enemies who ^ 
disputed his title to the throne ^, 

As the objefl: of the Spaniards in entering ideas of the 
their country was altogether incomprehehfible to concIm?ne 
the Peruvians, they had formed various con- ffj'ns.*^*" 
jeftures concerning it^ without being able to 
decide whether they fliould confider their new 
guefts as beings of a fuperior nature, who had 
vifited them from fi>me beneficent motive, or as 

« See NOTE XIH. 
^ y Herrera, dec. 5. libt U c. 3. Xcres, p. 189. 
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BOOK formidable avengers of their crimes, and enemies 
\^r-,-- i_i to their repofe and liberty. The continual pro- 
'^3*- feffions of the Spaniards, that they came to 
enlighten them with the knowledge of truth, 
and lead them in the way of happinefs, fcivoured 
the former opinion ; the outrages which they 
committed, their rapacioufnefs and cruelty, were 
awful confirmations of the latter. While in this 
ftate of uncertainty, Pizarro's declaration of his 
pacific intentions fo far removed all the Inca's 
£§ars, that he determined to give him a friendly 
reception. In confequence of this refolution, 
the Spanisprds were allowed to march in tran* 
quillity acrofs the fandy defert between St. 
Michpel and Motupe, where the moft feeble 
effort of an enemy, added to Ae unavoidable 
diftreifes which they fuffered in paffing through 
that comfortlefs. region, mud have proved fatal 
to them ^. From Motup^ they advanced towards 
the mountains which encompaffed the low 
country of Peru, and paffed through a defile 
fo narrow and inaccefiible, that a few me|i 
might have defended it againft a nupierous 
army. But here likewife, from the fame in- 
confiderate credulity of the Inca, the Spaniards 
met with qo oppofition, and took quiet pof- 
fefQon of a fort erected for the fecurity of that 
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im|>ortant ftation. As they now approached 
near to Caxamalca, Atahualpa renewed his pro- 
feffions of friendfliip ; and as an evidence of their 'S3»- 
lincerity, fent them prefents of greater value ' 
than the former* 

On entering Caxamalca, Pizarro took pot Arrive at 

Caxamaka. 

feffion of a large court, on one fide of which 
was a houfe which the Spanifh hiftorians call a 
palace of the Inca, and on the other a temple of 
the Sun, the whole furrounded with a ftrong 
rampart or wall of earth. When he had polled 
his troops in this advantageous ftation, he dif- 
patched his brother Ferdinand and Hernando 
Soto to the camp of Atahualpa, which was 
about a league diftant from the town. He 
inftrufted them to confirm the declaration which 
he had formerly made of his pacific difpofitioh, 
and to defile an interview with the Inca, that he 
might explain more fully thj2 intention of the 
Spaniards in vifiting his country. They were 
treated with all the refpeftful hofpitality ufual 
among the Peruvians in the reception of their 
moft cordial friends, and Atahualpa promifed to 
vifit the Spanifh commander next day in his 
quarters. The decent deportment of the Peru- 
vkm monarch, the order of his court, and the 
reverence with which his fubjefts approached 
his perfon and obeyed his commands, aftoniihed 

thofe 
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thofe Spaniards, who had never met in America 
wkh any thing more dignified than the petty 
»5J»* cacique of a barbaroas tribe. But their eyes 
were ftill powerfully attracted by the vaft profu- 
fion of wealth which they obferved in the Inca's 
camp. The rich ornaments worn by him and 
^ Iris attendants, the veffds of gold and lUver 
In which the rcpaft cffercd to them was ferved 
up, the multitude of utenfils of every kind 
formed of thofe precious metals, c^ned profpeft3 
for exceeding any idea of opulence that a Euro- 
pean of the fixteenth- century could form. 

Perfidions On their retum to Caxamalca, while thar 
Fizarro. minds were yet warm with admiration and defire 
of the wealth which they had beheld, they gave 
fuch a defcription of it to their countrymen, as 
confirmed Pizarro in a refolution which he had 
already taken. From his own obfervation of 
American manners during his long fervice in the 
New World, as well as from the advantages 
which Cortes had derived from feizing Monte- 
zuma, he knew of what confequence it was to 
have the Inca in his power. For this purpofe, 
he formed a plan as daring as it was perfidious. 
Notwithftanding the charafter that he had 
afiumed of an ambaflador from a powerful 
monarch, who courted an alliance with the Inca, 
and in violation of the. repeated offers which he 

had 
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had made to him of hi» own frfendftip and 
afliftance, he determmed to arvail himfelf of the 
unfafpicious fitnidicity with which Atahoal^a 'ss** 
fdied on his profeflions, and to feize th€ perfon 
of the Inca during (he interview to which he 
had invited him. He prepared for the execution 
of his fcheme with the fame deliberate arrange- 
ment, and with as little compundion, as if it 
had reflefted no difgrace on himfelf or his^ 
(Country. He divided his cavalry into three 
fm:all fquadrons, under the command of his 
brother Ferdinand, Soto, and Benalcazar ; his 
infantry were formed in one bodyi except twenty 
of moft tried courage, whom he kept near his 
own perfon to fupport him in the dangerous 
fervice which he referved for himfelf; the 
artillery, confifling of two field-pieces * and the 
crofs-bowmen, were placed oppofite to the 
Avenue by which Atahualpa was to approach. 
All vrcre commanded to keep within the fquare, 
and not to move until the fignal for aftion was 
jgiven. 

Early in the morning the Peruvian camp Nor. 16. 
W2is all in motion. But as Atahualpa was foli- tiic inl*?^ 
dtoiis to appear with the greateft fplendour and 
magnificence In his firft interview with the 
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BOOK ftrangers, the preparations for this were fa 
%__ - - _j tedious, that the day was far advanced before he 
'53*- began his march. Even then, left the order of 
the proceffion (hould be deranged, he moved fo 
ilowly, that the Spaniards became impatient, and 
apprehenfive that fome fufpicion of their inten- 
tion might be the caufe of this delay. In order 
to remove this, Pizarro difpatched one of his 
officers with frefli afTurances of his friendly 
difpofition. At length the Inca approached. 
Firft of all appeared four hundred men, in an 
uniform drefs, as harbingers to clear the way 
bisfore him. He himfelf, fitting on a throne or 
couch, adorned with plumes of various colours, 
and almoft covered with plates of gold and filver 
enriched with precious ftones, was carried on 
the fhoulders of his principal attendants. Behind 
him came fome chief officers of his court, carried 
in the fame manner. Several bands of fingers 
and dancers accompanied this cavalcade ; and 
the whole plain was covered with troops, amount- 
ing to more than thirty thoufand men. 

Strange ha. As the luca drew near the Spanifli quarters, 
Sthc^'/vai. father Vincent Valverde, chaplain to the expe- 
dition, advanced with a crucifix in one hand, 
and a breviary in the other, and in a long 
difcourfe explained to him the doctrine of the 
creation, the fall pf Adam, the incarnation, the 

fufferings 
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fufferings and refurreaion of Jefus Chrift, the » 0^0 k 
appointmeiit of St. Peter as God's vicegerent on \^^^^ 
earth, the tranfmiffion of his apoftolic power by '^^** 
fucceffion to the popes, the donation made to the 
king of Caftile by pope Alexander of all the 
regions in the New World. In confequence of 
all this, he required Atahualpa to embrace the 
ChriftiJin faith, to acknowledge the fupreme 
jurifdiaion of the pope, and to fubmit to the 
king of Caftile as his lawful fovereign ; promifing, 
4f he complied inftantly with this requifition, that 
the Caftilian monarch would proted his domi- 
nions, and permit him to continue in the exer- 
cife of his royal authority ; but if he (hould 
impioufly refufe to obey this fummons, he de- 
nounced war againft him in his matter's name, 
and threatened him with the moft dreadful effefts 
of his vengeance. 

This ftrange harangue, unfolding deep myfte- Repiyofthc 
ries, and alludbig to unknown fafts, of which no 
power of eloquence could have conveyed at once 
a diftindt idea to an American, was fo lamely 
tranflated by an unfldlful interpreter, little ac- 
quainted with the idiom of the Spanifh tongue, 
and incapable of expreffing himfelf with pro- 
priety in the language of the Inca, that its 
general tenor was altogether incomprehenfible 

to 
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to Atahualpa. Some parts in it, of more 
obvious meaning, filled him with aftonifliment 
*53*- and indignation. His reply, however, was tem- 
perate. He began with obferving, that he was 
lord of the dominions oyer which he reigned by 
hereditary fucceffion ; and added, that he could 
not conceive how a foreign prieft fliould pretend 
to difpofe of territories which did not beloi^ to 
him } that if fuch a prepofterous grant had 
been made, he, who was the rightful pofleffor, 
refufed to confirm it ; that he had no inclinatioii 
to renounce the religious inftitutions eftablifhed 
by his anceftors ; nor would he forfake the 
fervice of the Sun, the immortal divinity whom 
he and his people revered, in order to worfliip 
the God of the Spaniards, who was fubje£t 
to death; that with refpeft to other matters 
contained in his difcourfe, as lie had never heard 
of them before, and did not now underftand 
their meaning, -he defired to know where .the 
prieft had learned things fo extraordinary. " Ba 
this book,'* anfwered Valverde, reaching out to 
him his breviary. The Inca opened it eagerly, 
and turning over the leaves, lifted it to his ear.z 
" This,** fays be, " is filent; it tells me 
jaothing;** and threw it' with difdain to the 
ground. The entaged monk, running 'towawfes 
his countrymen, cried out, " To arms, Chrift- 

ians. 
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ians, to arms ; the word of God is infulted 1 b*o o k 
avenge this profanation on thofe impious dogs *'." ■ -,- ..^ 

.PiZARRo, who, during this long conference, pirarroat- 
had with difficulty reftrained his foldiers, eager pet^uyan«, 
to feize the rich fpoils of which they had now fo 
near a view, immediately gave the fignal of 
afiault. At once the martial mufic ftruck up, 
the cannon and mufeets began to fire, the horfe 
falHed out fiercely to the chaTge, the infantry 
rufticd on fword in hand. The Peruvians, 
aftonifhed at the fuddennefs of an attack which 
they did not expeft, and difmayed with the 
deftruftive eflfefts of the fire-arms, and the 
ii»refiftible impreffion of the cavalry, fled with 
univerfal conflernation on every fide, without 
attempting either to annoy the enemy, or to 
defend themfelves. Pizarro, at the head of his 
chofen band, advanced diredly towards the 
:Inca; and though his nobles crowded around 
him with officious? a:eal, and fell in numbcus 
at his feet, while they vied one with another in 
facrificing their own lives, that they might cover 
the facred perfon of their fovereign, the Spaniards 
foon penetrated to the royal feat ; and Pizarro and fci«s 
feizing the Inca by the arrh, dragged him to the 
ground, and carried him as a prifoner to bis 

*» See NOTE XV. 
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*^i^^ quarters.' The fate of the monarch mereafed 
*• — ^-— » the precipitate flight of his followers. The 
'^^** Spaniards purfued them towards every quarter, 
and with deliberate and unrelenting barbarity 
continued to Daughter wretched fugitives, who 
never once offered to refift. The carnage did 
not ceafe until the clofe of day. Above four 
thoufand Peruvians were killed. Not a (ingle 
Spaniard fell, nor was one wounded but Pizarro 
himfelf, whofe hand was flightly hurt by one of 
his own foldiers, while ftruggling eagerly to lay 
hold on the Inca \ 

The plunder of the field was rich beyond any 
idea which the Spaniards had yet formed coti* 
cerning the wealth of Peru, and they were 
fo tranfported with the value of the acquifition^ 
as well as the greatnefs of their fuccefs, tt^t 
they pafled the night in the extravagant exulta- 
tion natural to indigent adventurers on fuch an 
extraordinary change of fortune. 

Dcjtaionof At firft the captive monarch could hardly 

^^ ""' believe a calamity which he fo little expefted to 

be real. But he foon felt all the mifery of 

his fate, and the dejeftion into which he funk 

was in proportion to the height of grandeur from 



« Sec NOTE XVI. 
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wiuch he had fallen. Piaaf ro, afraid of lofing t6 o 
all the advantages which he hoped to derive y ^' ^ 
from the pofleffion of fuch a prifoncf, laboured '^^* 
to confole him with profeilions of kindnefs and 
refpedy that correfponded ill with his a£lions4 
By redding among the Spaniards^ the Inca 
quickly difcovered their ruling paffion^ which^ 
indeedy they were no^wife.lblicitous to conceal^ 
and by applying to that, made an attempt to 
recover his liberty/ He offered as a ranfom his offer of 
what aftonifhed the Spaniards, even after all they 
now knew concerning the opulence of his king- 
dom. The apartment iq w;hich he was cpnfined 
was twenty-two feet in length and fifteen in 
breadth ; he undertook to fill it with vefiels of 
gold as high' as he could reach* Pi^arro clofed 
eagerly with this tempting propofal, and a line 
was drawn upon the walls of the chamber^ 
to mark the flipulated height to which the 
treafure was to rife. 

Atahualpa, tranfported with having ob* 
tained fome profpe£t of liberty^ took meafures 
inflantly for fulfilling his part of the agreement, 
by fending mefiengers to Cuzco, Quito, and 
other places, where gold had been amaflfed in 
largeft quantities, either for adorning the temples 
of the gods, or the houfes of the Inca, to bring 
what was neceffary for completing his ranfom 

VOL* III. L direftly 
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B ^ 9 K dire^ly to Caxamalcsu Though Atahualpa WS9 

i_ t_* t * now in the otftody of his enemies, yet fo mii^li 

' *«*• were the Peruvians aocuftoHied to refpeft every 

maidate iiued by their fovieFeign, that his orders 

were executed with the greateft alacrity. Soothed 

vdth hopes of recovering im Kberty by this 

sheaiis, the fabje£tB of the Itica were 'afraid of 

eodangeitog his Ufe by Ibrming any other 

fclieme for his relief; "^d though the force of 

th« empire wafc Ml enrire^ no preparations were 

made, ahd no army aflfemMed to avenge their 

own wrongs or thofe of their monarch ^^ The 

Spaniards remained in 'Caxamaica tranquil and 

^he Spa. tmmolefted. Small dctac:!hments of their num- 

d^c4nt '^ ber mardied into remote provmces of the empire, 

i)rovince8. ^^^^ inftcad of meeting with any oppofition^ 

were everywhere received with marks of the 

ttioft fabmiffive r^fped % 

Aimagroar- INCONSIDERABLE as thofc parties wcrc, anj 

J^nf^^' defirous as Pizarro might be to obtain fome 

^^'^^' knowledge of the interior ftate of the country^ 

he could not have Ventured upon Iny diminutioii 

Dtdcmi^cr. of ^is main body, if he had not about this fime 

leceived an aecount of Almagro^s ha^ng landed 

at St. Michael with fuck a reinforcement as 

would almoft double the number of his fol- 

* Xcf««t apj. • 8cc NOTE XVIl* 

loiRrers. 
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totvers^ The arrival of thU long-expefted 
fuccoor was not fnore agreeable to the Spaniards, 
than alarming to the Inca. He faw the power '53^- 
of his enemies increafe ^ and as he knew neither 
ihe fource whence they derived their fupplies, 
nor the means by which they were conveyed to 
iPeru, he could not forefee to what a height the 
inundation that poured in upon his dominions 
tnight rke. While difquieted with fuch appre# jj^'pJ- 
henfions, he learned that fome Spaniards, in to death. 
thw: way to Cuzco^ had vifited his brother 
Husifcar in the place where he kept him con- 
feed, and that the captive prince had teprefented 
to them the juftice of bis own caude, and as ail 
Inducement to efpoufe it, had promifed them a 
quantity of treafure greatly beyond that which 
Atahualpa had engaged to pay for his ranfonu 
If the Spaniards fhould liftcn to this propofal> 
Atahualpia perceived his own deftruftion to be 
inevitable j and fufpefting that their infatiable 
thirft for gold would tempt them to lend a 
fevourable ear to it, he deta'mined to facrifice 
fijs brother's life, that he might fave his own ; 
and his orders fw this purpofe were executed, 
like alt his other commands, with fcrupulouii 
punauafity K 

, ^ Xerez, 204* HerrerR» dec. 5. lib. uu c. ift» 
« Zarate, lib. ii. c. 6, Gomara Hill. c. 1 15. Herrem, 

dec 5. lib. in, c. a. 
^" h 2 Mean- 
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Meanwhile, Indians daily arrived at Cars^ 

malca from different parta of the kihgdofn, 

TbJspa- loaded with treafure* A great part^of tfie. 

nitrds make ftipulated quantity was now amafled* aia^ Ati- 

atie fpoii. nualpa auured the Spaniards, that the. og|y tlung 

;which prevented the whole from tfeing brought 

in^ was the remotenefs of the provinces wh^e il 

was depofited. But fuch vaft {Hies of gold 

prefented continually to the view of. i^eedy 

ibldiers, had fo inflamed their avarice, that it 

was impoflible any longer to reftrain their^lin- 

patience to obtain poffdfion of this rich booty. 

Orders were given for melting down the wbol^ 

except fome pieces of curious fabric, referv^ as 

a prefent for the emperor. After fetting apart 

the fifth due to the crown, and a hun^fd 

thoufand pefos as a donative to the lotd^fs 

which arrived with Almagro, there remytt^' 

one million five hundred and twenty-eigfat ti&>i2- 

fand five hundred pefos to Pizarro ziM'^Wi 

jwiy »5, followers. The feftival of St. James, the pinroA 

faint of Spain, was the day chofen for the^pai^ 

tion of this, enormous fum, and the tmUifi^of 

conducing it ftrongly marks the (Irange alluttl^ 

pf fanaticifm with avarice, which I have^mcire" 

than once had occafion to point out as a (h4kifi$f 

feature in the charafter of the conquerort 6f the* 

New World. Though affembled to divide the 

fpoils of an innocent people, procured by deceit^ 

extortion. 
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extortion^ and cruelty, the tranfa£Hon began with 
a folenin invocation of.the name of God^, as if 
ihey could have expe£le4 the guidance of '^33* 
Heaven in diftributmg thofe wages of iniquity. 
In this divifion above eight thoufand pefos, at 
that time not inferior in effeAive value to as 
many pounds fterling in the prefent century, fell 
to the (hare of each horfeman, and half that fum 
to each foot foldier. Pizarro himfelf, and his 
oiEcers, received dividends m proportion to the 
dxgmty of their rank. 

There is no example in hiftory oT fuch a Th«etfed 
fiidden acquiiition of wealth by military fervice^ 
nor was ever a fum fo great divided among 
fo fmall a number of foldiers. Many of them 
having received a rteompence for their fervices 
hx beyond their moft fanguine hopes, were fo 
impadent to retire from fatigue and danger, 
in order to fpend the remainder of their days in 
tbeir native country, in eafe and opulence, that 
t^y demanded their difcharge with clamorous 
inipc^fknity^ Pizarro, fenfible that from fuch 
l^e^ he c^ttld esq)e£t neither enterprife in a£lion 
nof iQrti|u4/e in fu^bring, and perfuaded that 
wherever they^ent, the difplay of their riches 
would allure adventurers, lefs opulent bat more 

^ HerDCFay dec. 5. lib. lii. c. 3. 

1-3 hardy. 
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hardy, to his ftandard, granted their fuit witb« 
out reludance, and permitted abov^ fi«ty. of 
'53 > them to accompany his brother Ferdinand* whbia 
he fei^t to Spain with an account of. his fucceffy 
and the prefcnt deflined fot the emperor V 

iThcinct The Spaniards having divided among them 

liberty ia thctrcafuTe amaiTed for the Inca^s ranfom^ ho 
^"' infifted with them to fulfil their pr6mife,of 
fettmg hun at liberty. But nothing was farther 
from Pizarro'^ thoughts. . During bis lonjg 
fervice in the New World, he had imbibed thofe 
ideas and maxims of his fellowffoldiers^ which 
led them to coniider its inhabitants as an inferior 
tace, neithclr worthy of the name, tior entitled ta 
the right^^ of men. In his compad with Ata« 
hualpa, he had no other objefl than to amufe his 
captive with fuch a profped of recoy^ing his 
litKn*ty, as might induce him to lend all, the aid 
of his authority towards coUefting the wealth of 
his kingdom* Having now accompliihed this, 
he no longer regarded his plighted faith ; and at 
the very time when the credulous prince hoped 
to be replaced on his throne, he had fecretly 
refolvcd to bereave him of life. Many circum^ 
ft^ces Jeem tp have concurred ^in prompting 
him to this afUon, the mod criminal and atrocioqs^ 

* Herrera, dec, 5. lib. Hi. c. 4. Vegai p. S. lib. i. c 38. 

that 
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that (l^uas the Spanifh nam^ amidft all tbt ie«dft ^%^^ 
of violence oommltted in carrying en die QOt^ 
queft of the New World* 



I533* 



Though Pizlrro had feized the laca^ in ^^^^* 
imitatiMt of Cortea's. conduQ: towards the Mcxi^' mutually 

'^ jealous. 

can monarch, he did not pofTefs talents m carry- 
ing on the fame artful plan of policy^ Deftitute of 
the temper and addrefi requUite for gaining the 
confidence of his prffoner, he lierer reqied all 
the advantages which might have beeti derived 
from being maftor of his perfon ixid authority^ 
Atahualpa was, indeed, a prince of ffmiut 
abilities and difcemment than Montezuma, and 
feems to hav^ penetrated more thoroi^ily into 
the cbara^r and intentions of the Spaniardc* 
Mutual fafp^bn and ^ftruft at0(»^gfy took 
placi between them. The ftrift attentkni with 
^i^ch it was neceflary to guard a captive <tf fiieh' 
in^rtahce, greatly iiicreafed the fat^oe of 
mihtary duty; Tb^ utility of keeping him 
appeared inconfiderable ; and Pizarro felt hun 
as an incumbrance, from which he wiihed to be 
ddiftred ^. 



AjufAORo and his followers had mad* a ^F?. 

and his foU 

demand of an equal fhare in the Inca's ranfom ; lowers dc 

* ' mtiulhis 



life. 



^ Hcrrera^ dec 5. lib. iii. c. 4. 

h 4 and 
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B^ Tc^ and though Pizarro had beftowed upon' tht^ 
ifc 11^ nBi# private ' men the large gratuity which I have 
*^^^* meritioned, and endeavoured to footbtheir leader 
by prcfents of great value, they ftfll continued 
diflktisfied. THcy were apprchenfive, that ais 
long as Atahualpa remamed a prifoner, Hzarro's 
feldiers would apply whatever treafure fliouEi be 
acquired, to make up what was wanting of tfie 
quantity ftipulated for his ranfom, and under 
ibat pretext exclude them from any part of it. 
They mfifted eagerly on putting the Inca tb 
dcodi, that all the adventurers iq P^ru/mkti( 
(lieafqifeer bepfltail^u^£xktingf« v ^ 

wWchlL ' PiZAitRo himfidf began to be alarmed ubkh 
diiced pi. accoiints of forces aflembKng in .the > tmoaik 
cQi4ci)|. provinoe3 of the emjure, imitfufpeded jSctahualpa 
of having iflfued orders for that purpofe. : Thefe 
fears and fufpici<m$ were artfiitty incteafed try 
l^IqppiUo, one of Ae Indians vdiom Pbifirro 
!)ad carried off fpom^Tumbest in the your one 
thoH&id five hpndr^d and twfifEity*r€!vin» and. 
;whofn he ^Euployed as an intf^rp^ifterv ISke 
f(indiofi which ||e performed adnstting'this nm 
to familiar imercourfe mth the cs^tibe mooardij^ 
J^ pcefumisd, i^ptTiilifiynfKiig the^i^^ of 

•> * Zsixatc, lib. ii* c ?• Veg^at ^ t. lib* i. c. 7, Hfl1»cnijj 
^cc !• Ijb. iii. p. i^ ^ 
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Ub \Anh^ to raife his affedions to a Ctiya^ 
or defcendant of the Sun, one of Atahualpa's 
wives ; and fiseing no profpeft of gratifying that 'iJ^ 
paffion during the life of the monarch, he 
endeavoured to fill the ears of the Spaniards 
with fucfa accounts of the Inca's fecret diefigna 
aosd p^eparatiops, as might awaken their jealoufy,, 
and incite them to cut him o£ 

* While AJmagro and his followers openly 
denumded the life of the Inca, and Philippill5 
lalmired 1:0 ruin him by private machinations^ 
that unhappy prince inadvert^itly contributed to 
haften his own fate. During his confinement ha 
had attached himfelf with peculiar affedion to Fer- * * 
^biand Piaana and HismaiKlo Soto ; who^ as they 
wece pecfbns t)f larth and ^ucation iiiperior to 
the' rough adventurers with whom they ferved^ 
9fem accuftomed to bdiave witl^ more decency 
and attendon to the captive monarch. Soothed 
norith dus.refped; from perfons of fuch high 
xaak, he dd^hted in their fociety« But ia 
jMk prefence of the governor he was always 
.Hieafy and.orerawed. Hiis dread foon came to 
,He 'Buagled with contempt. Among all the 
EuropCBii arts, what he admhred mod was that 
of reading and writing } and he long deliberated 
^h himfdf, whether he fhould regard it as 
^ natural or acquired tdH^U In order to 
^ determine 
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determine this, he defired one of the fbldiert, 
who guarded him, to write the name of* God o^ 
I533- the nail of his thumb. This he fbewed fuc^ 
Ceflively to feveral Spaniards, aikuig its meamng; 
and to his amaz^nent, they all, without hefita^ 
tion, returned the fame anfwer. At length 
Pizarro entered ; and on prefenting it to him, he 
bluflied, and with fome confufion was obliged to 
acknowledge his ignorance. From that moment, 
Atahualpa confidered him as a mean perfon, lefs 
intruded than his own foldlers; and he had 
not addrefs enough to conceal the lentiments, 
with which this difcovety infpired him. To, be 
the objed of a barbarian's fcofn, not only- 
mortified the pride of Pizarro, but excited fuch 
tefentment in his breaft, as added force to all the 
other confiderations which prompted him to put 
thelnca to death". 

His trial BuT in Order to give Ibme colour, of juftice to 
this violent adion, and that he himfdf might be 
exempted from ftandlqg fingly refponfible fpr 
the commiffion of it, Pizarro refojved to try tl^ 
l^nca with all ^ the formalities obferved in the 
criminal courts of Spain. Pizarro himfelf, and 
Almagro, with t,wo. affiftapts, were appoint^ 
judges, with full power to aqquit or to condenMl j. 

••»Herrera,d<c,jr.Ub,ui.c.4. Vega,p. »i. Eb.i.e. 38. 

an 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HISTORY OF AMERICA, 155 

gn attorney-g^eral was named to carry on the ^ o o k 
profecution in the king's name; coimfellors 
wcfe chofeu to affift the prifoner in his defence j '^^^ 
and de^ks were ordained to record the proceed- 
ings of court. Before this ftrange tribunal^ 
a charge was exhibited ftill more amazing. It 
confifted of various articles; that Atabualpa^ 
though a baftard, had difpofieiled the rightful 
owner of the throne^ and ufurped the regal 
power; that he had put his brother and lawful 
fovere^a to death ; that he was an idolater, and 
bad not only permitted, but commanded th^ 
offering of human facrifices ; that he had a great 
»umber of concubines ; that fmce his imprifon- 
ment he had wafted and embezzled the royal 
treafures, which now belonged of right to the 
conquerors ; that he had incited his fubjefts to 
take arms againft the Spaniards. On thefe 
heads of accufation, fome of which are fo ludi^ 
cipus, others fo abfurd, that the effrontery of 
Pizarro, in making them the foundation of a 
ferious procedure, is not lefs furprifmg than his 
injuftice, did this ftrange court go on to try the 
foyereign of a great empire, over whom it had no 
jurifdiftion. With refpefl: to each of the articles^ 
witneffes were examined ; but as they delivered 
thfcir evidence hi their native tongue, PhiHpipillo 
had it in his power to give their words whatever 

turn 
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turn beft fuited his malevolent intentions. To 
judges predetermined in their opinion, this evu 
He'iscon- dcnce appeared fufficient. They pronounced 
demflcd, Atahualpa guihy, and condemnied him to be 
burnt alive. Friar Valverde proftituted the 
authority of his facred fiinftion to confirm this 
ftntence, and by his fignature warranted it to be 
juft. Ailtonifhed at his fate, Atahualpa en« 
deavoured to avert it by tears, by promifes, and 
by entreaties, that he might be fent to Spain, 
where a monarch would be the arbiter of his lot. 
But pity never touched the unfeeling haut of 
Pizarro. He ordered him to be led inflantly to 
execution j and, what added to the bitternefs of 
N his laft moments, the fame monk who had juft 
ratified his doom, oflfered to confoTe, and at? 
tempted to convert Him. The mofl powerful 
argument Valverde employed to prevail with 
him to embrace the Chriflian fidth, was a 
promife of mitigation in his punifhment. TTie 
dread of a cruel death extorted from the 
trembling vi6Hm a defire of receiving baptifm. 
The' ceremony was performed ; and Atahualpa, 
jn^iexc- iiiftead of being burnt, was flrangled at' the 

.* 2i»rat?* lib. a* c 7. Xcrcz, p* 2j$. Vega> p, ii. 

lib* i. c j6, 3jt, Gooiara Hitt. c. 117. Herpcm, dec. t. 

}xh. m, c. 4, 

Happily 
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, HAPWLy for^ the credit of the Span^h j[iation, book 
even among the profligate adventurers which it i^m^^^ 
fent forth to conquer and defolate the New , sevl?^^' 
World, there -were perfons who retained feme p^^^*^ 
tin^ure of the Caftiliaii generofity and honour. ^%^^ ^ 
Though, before the trial of Atahualpa, Ferdi- 
nand Pizarro had fet out for Spain, and Soto wa3 
fent on a feparate command at a diftance from 
Caxamalca, this odious tran{a£tion was not 
carried on without cenfure and oppofition. . 
Several officers, and among thofe fome of the 
greateft reputation and mod refpedable families 
in the fervice, not only remonftrated, but pro* 
tefted againft this meafure of their general, as 
difgraceful to. their country, as repugnant to . 
every maxim of equity, as a violation of public 
faith^ and an ufurpation of jurifdiftion over w^ 
independent monarch, to which they had no. 
title. But their laudable endeavours were vain. 
Nupibers, and the opiiiion of fuch as held every . 
thing to be lawful which they deemed advanta- 
geous, prevailed. Hiftory, however, records, 
even the unfuccefsful exertions of virtue with- 
apptaufe; and the Spanifli writers, in relating ^ 
events where the valour of their nation is more, 
qonfpicuous than its humanity, have not failed 
to prelierve the names of thofe who made 
this laudable effort to fave their country 

from 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



t5« HISTORY Ot AMERICA. 

from the infamy of having perpetrated fuch Si 
crime \ 

Biiroiution On the death of Atahualpa, Pizarro iQ^ 
nic^''^d' vefted one of his fons with the enfigns of 
P^V" royalty, hoping that a young man without 
experience might prove a more paflive in* 
(Irument in hifi hands^ than an ambitious 
monarch, who had been accuftpmed to inde- 
pendent command. The people of Cuzco, and 
the adjacent- country, acknowledged Manco 
Capac, a brother of Huafcar, as Inca**. But 
neither poffeffed the authority which belonged 
to a fovereign of Peru. The violent convul* 
fions into which ihe empire had been thrown, 
firft by the civil war between the two brothers, 
and then by the invafion of the Spaniards^ had 
not only deranged the order of the Peruviaa 
government, but aimoft diflblved its frauiew 
When they beheld their monarch a captive io 
the power of ftrangers, and at lad fufFering an 
ignominious death, the people in feveral pro<» 
vinces, as if they had been fet free from every 
reftraint of law and decency, broke out into th^ 
iQoft licentious excefies \ So nuuiy defcendantf 

^ Vega^ p. 1 1. lib. i. c. 37. Xcrez, L 335. Htrren^ 
dctf. 5. bl). iii. c. f. 

^ Vega, p. f I. lib^ ii. c. 7. 

9 Herren, dec. 5. lib. il. c. X3. lib. iii. c. ^ 

oT 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HISTOHY OP AMERICA^ 159 

of llid Sun^ after being treated with the utmoft book 
indigaity, had been cut oiF by Atahualpa, that \^^^ 
aot only then: influence in the ftate diminiflied '5S3- 
%irith their number, but the accuftomcd reve- 
rfenoe for that facred race fenfibly decreafed. 
fa confcquence of this^ ftate of things, ambitious 
men m different paits of the empire afpired to 
independ^t authority, and ufurped jurifdiaioa 
to whicb they had no title. The general who 
commanded for Atahualpa in C^ito, feized the 
brother and children of his mafter, put them 
to a cru^ d^alh, and ditclaiming any connexion 
with either Inca, endeavoured to eftablifli a fepa- 
rate Idngdom for himfelf '. 

The Spaniards, with pleafure, beheld the Pizairo^u 
Ipiritofdifcord difl^-ufing itfdf, and the vigour cuTcSl'' 
of government relaxing among the Peruvians. 
They eonfidered thofe diforders as fymptoms of 
a ftaite haftening towards its diflblution. Rzarro 
no longer hefitated to advance towards Cuzco 
and h? had received fuch confiderable reinforce- 
meRts, that he could venture, with Kttle danger, 
. to. penetrate fo far into the interior part of the 
country. The account of the wealth acquired 
at Ca»amalca operated as 'he had forefeen. No 
fooner did his brother Ferdinand^ with the o& 

' Zaratc, Kb. ii. c. 8. Vega, p. 1 1. lib. if. c. 3, 4. 

cers 
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cers and foldiers to whom he had given fhdf 
difcharge after the partition of the Inca's ranfom, 
*st> arrive at Panama, and difplay their riches in the 
view of their aflonifhed countrymen, than &me 
fpread the account with fuch exaggeration 
through all the Spanifh fettlements on the 
South Sea, that the governors of Guatimala, 
Panama, and Nicaragua, could hardly reftrain 
the people under their jurifdidion, from aban- 
doning their pofleflions, and crowding to that 
inexhauftible fource of wealth which feemed to 
be opened in Peru •. In fpite of every check 
^d regulation, fuch numbers reforted thither^ 
that Pizarro began his march at the head of five 
hundred men, after leaving a confiderable gar- 
rilbn in St. Michael, under the conmiand of 
Benalcazar. The Peruvians had aflembled fome 
large bodies of troops to oppofe his progrefs. 
Several fierce encounters happened. But they 
terminated like all the aftions in America j 
a few Spaniards were killed or wounded ; the 
natives were put to flight with incredible ilau^ter. 
At length Pizarro forced his way to Cuzco, 
and took quiet pofieffion of that capital* The 
riches found there, even after all that the natives^ 
bad carried ofi^ and concealed, either from a 

* Gomara Hid. c, 125. Vega, p. ti. lib. ii. c. L 
Iferrerai dec. 5. lib. ill. c. 5. 

(uper« 
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fuperftitibus veneration for the ornaments df book* 
their temples, or out of hatred to their rapacious v.^i*> v»^ 
conq^ierors, exceeded in .value what had been *^^^ 
received as Atahualpa's ranfom. But as the 
Spaniards were now accultomed to the wealth of 
the country, and it came to be parcelled out 
among a greater number of adventurers, this' 
dividend did not excite the fame furprife, either 
from ndvelty, or the largenefs of. the fum that 
fell to the Ihare of each individual \ 

During the march to Cuzco, that fon of 
Atahualpa whom Pizarro treated as Inca, died ;' 
and as the Spaniards fubftituted no perfon in bis 
place, the title of Manco Capac feems to have 
been univerfally recognized ". 

While his fellow-foldiers were thus employed, Quito con. 
Benalcazar, governor of St, Michael, an able and Se^aw. 
enterprifing officer, was aihapied of remaining 
inadive, and impatient to have his name diftin- 
guifhed among the difcoverers and conquerors of 
the New World* The feafonable arrival of a 
frefh body of recruits from Panama and Nica- 
ragua, put it in his power to gratify this paffion. 
Leaving a fufficient force to proteft the infant 
fettlement entrufted to his care, he placed Wmfelf 

« Se^ NOTE XVIII. » Hcrrcra, dec. 5. li|b. v. c. 2. 
VOL. III. M at 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



i6» HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

BOOK at the head of the reft, and fet out to attempt the 
^— ^-1^^ redudion of C^ito, where,v according to the 
'^^^* report of the natives, Atahualpa had left the 
greateft part of his treafure. Notwithftanding 
the diftance of that city from St. Michael, t|ie 
difficulty of marching through a mountainous 
country covered with woods, and the frequent 
and fierce attacks of the beft troops in Peru, 
commanded by a fkilful leader, the valour, good 
conduft, and perfevcrance of Benalcazar fur- 
mounted every obftsicle, and he entered Quito 
with his vidkorious troops. But they met with a 
cruel mortification there* The natives, now 
acquainted to their forrow with the predominant 
paflion of their invaders^ and knowing how 
to difappoint it, had carried off all thofe treafures, 
the profped of which had prompted them to 
undertake this arduous expedition, and had fup- 
. ported them under all the dangers and hardfliips 
wherewith they had to ftruggle in carrying 
itonV 



A^arado's Ben ALCAZAR was not the Only Spanifh leader 
* ''^ * * * who attacked thekingdom of C^ito. The fame 

of its riches attracted a more powerful enemy. 

Pedro de Alvarado, who had (Uftinguifhed him- 

* ZaratC) Ub. iu c. 9. Vega, p. 1 1. lib. 11. c. 9. Hcr- 
rcm, dec. 5. lib. iv. c. 1 1, 12. lib. v. c. 2, 3. lib. tI c 3. 

felf 
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fclf fo eminently in the conqueft of Mexico, book' 
having obtained the government of Guatimala as ^..^^^J.^ 
a recompence for his valour, foon became dif- '"2* 
gufted with a life of uniform tranquillity, and 
longed to be again engaged in the buftle of 
military fervice. The glory and wealth acquired 
by the conquerors of Peru heightened this paflion, 
and gave it a determined direftion. Believing, 
or pretending to believe, that the kingdom of 
(^ito did not lie within the limits of the province 
allotted 'to Pizarro, he refolved'to invade it. 
The high reputation of the commander allured 
volunteers froni every quarter. He embarked 
with five hundred men, of whom above two 
hundred were of fuch diftin&ion as to ferve 
on horfeback. He landed at Puerto Viejo, and 
without fufficient knowledge of the country, 
or proper guides to conduA him, attempted to 
inarch direftly to <^ito, by following the courfe 
of the river Guayquil, and crofling the ridge of 
the Andes towards its head. But in this route, 
one of the moft impra^cable in all America, 
his troops endured fuch fatigue in forcing their 
way through forefts and marflies on the low 
grounds, and fuffered fo much from excef&ve 
cold when they began to afcend the mountains, 
that before they reached the plain of Quito, 
a fifth part of the men and half of their horfes 
died, and the reft were fo much difpirited and 
M 2 worn 
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BOOK worn out, as to be almbft unfit for fervice*. 

t_ -/-^ There they meet with a body, not of Indi2^ns but of 
'533' Spaniards, drawn up in hoftile array againft them. 
Hzarro having received an account of Alvarado's 
armament, had detached Almagro with fome 
troops to oppofe this formidable invader of his 
jurifdiftion ; and thefe were joined by Benalcazar • 
and his vidorious party. Alvarado, though 
furprifed at the fight of enemies whom he did not 
expeft, advanced boldly to the charjge. But, by. 
the interpofition of fome moderate men in each 
party, an amicable accommodation took place ; 
tnd the fatal period, when Spaniards fufpended 
their conquefts to embrue their hands in the 
blood of their countrymen, was poftpon^d a few 
years. Alvarado engaged to return to his 
gov.ernment, upon Almagro 's paying him a 
hundred ihoufand pefos to defray the; expence • 
of his armament. Moft of his followers re- 
mained in the country ; and ah expedition, 
which threatened Pizarro and his cplony with 
ruin, contributed to augment its ftrcngth ^ 



' See NOTE XIX. 

y Zarate, lib. ii. c. ic — 13. Vega, p. 11. Kb. Ii. c. i, 
2. 9, &c. Gomara Hift. c. 126, &c. Remeikl Hift. 
Guatimal, b'b. iii* c, 6. Hcrrera, dec 5. lib. ?i. c* i» 
2. 7, 8. 
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Bv this time Ferdinand Pizarro had landed in 
Spain. The immenfe quantities of gold and 
filver which he imported*, filled the kingdom 
with no lefs aftonifhment than they had e^tcited 
in Panama and the adjacent provinces. Pizarro 
\^^a8 received by the emperor with the attention 
due to the bearer of a prefent fo rich, as to 
exceed any idea which the Spaniards had formed 
concerning the value of their acquifitions in 
America, even after they had been ten yearfe 
mafters of Mexico, In recompence of his 
brother's fervices, his authority was confirmed 
with new powers and privileges, and the addition 
of feventy leagues, extending along the coaft, to 
the fourhward of the territory granted in his 
former patent. Almagro received the honours 
which 'he had fo long defired. The title of Ade- 
lantado, or governor, was conferred upon hirti, 
with jurifdidlion over two hundred leagues of 
rountry, ftretching beyond the fouthern limits of 
the province allotted to Pizarro. Ferdinand 
himfelf did not go unrewarded. He was ad- 
mitted into the military order of St. Jago, a 
diftinftion always acceptable to a Spanifli gentle- 
man, and foon fet out on his return to Peru, 
• accompanied by many perfons of higher rank 
than had yet ferved in that country *. 

« Sec NOTE XX. 

» Zarate, lib. iii. c. 3. Vega, p. 11. lib. il. c 19. . Her- 
' rcra, dec. 5. lib. vi. c. 13. 

M 3 Some 
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BOOK Some account of his negociations reached Pfeni 
V 1 - _. before he arrived there himfelf, Almagro no 
Beginning ^onet learned thaFhe had obtained the royal 
Sl^l^'*' grant of an independent government, than, pre- 
twcen Fi- tending that Cuzco, the imperial refidence of the 
Almagro. Incas^ lay within its boundaries, he attempted to 
render himfelf mafter of that important ftation. 
Juan and Gonzalez Pizarro prepared to oppofe 
him. Each of the contending parties was fup- 
ported by powerful adherents, and the difpute 
was on the point of being terminated by the 
fword, when Francis Pizarro arrived in the 
capital. The reconciliation between him and 
Almagro had never been cordial. The treachery 
of Pizarro in engroffing to himfelf all the 
hotiours and emoluments, which ought to have 
been divided with hiis aflbciate, was always prefent 
in both their thoughts. The former, confcious 
of his own perfidy, did not expedl forgivenefs ; 
the latter, feeling that he had been^ deceived, was 
impatient to be avenged ; and though avarice and 
ambition had induced them not only to diffemble 
their fentiments, but even to aft in concert while 
in purfuit of wealth and power, no fooner did 
they obtain poffeflion of thefe, than the fame 
paflions which had formed this temporary union, 
gave rife to jealoufy and difcord. To each of 
them was attached a fmall band of interefted 
dependents, who, with the malicious art peculijtr 
to fuch men, heightened th^ir fufpicion^, and 

magnified 
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magnified every appearance of offaice. Put 
with all thofe feeds of enmity in their minds, 
and thus aifiduoufly cherifhed, each was fo '^^^ 
thoroughly acquainted with the abilities and 
courage of his rival, that they equally dreaded 
the confequences of an open rupture. The 
fortunate arrival of Pizarro at Cuzco, and the 
addrefs mingled with firmnefs which he mani« 
fefted in his expoftulations with Almagro and his 
partizans, averted that evil for the prefent. A 
new reconciliation took place ; the chief article 
of which was, that Almagro fhonld attempt the 
conquefl: of Chili; and if he did not find in 
that province an eftablifhment adequate to his 
merit and expedations, Pizarro, by way of in« 
demnification, fhould yield up to him a part of 
Peru. This new agreement, though confirmed jimc i»l 
with the fame facred folemnities as their firft 
,contraft, was obferved with as little fidelity \ 

Soon after he concluded this important traiJ- RrguUtioM 
adion, Pizarro marched back to the countries on ^ *'*"*' 
the fea-coaft, and as he now enjoyed an interval 
of tranquillity, undifturbed by any enemy, either 
Spamihor Indian, he applied himfelf with that 
perfevering ardour, which diftinguifhes his cha«> 

^ 21aiate, Ub. ii. c. 13. Vega, p. xi. lib. ii. ^. 19. Benzo, 
lib. ill. c. 6. Herrersii dec. 5. lib. yii. c. 8. 

M 4 fader. 
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nt^r, to introduce a form of regular goVefHSMM 
into the cactenfive provinces fuh^fl: to his authtw 
»5S4 ,ity. Though in qualified by his education ta 
enter into any difquifition concerning the prim 
ciples of civil policy, and little accuftonied byhift 
former habits of life to attend to its arranges 
menfs^ his* natural fagacity Aippliad die want 
both of fcicnce and experience. He diftribut^ 
the country into various diftriAs ; he appoiDte4 
proper magiftrates to prefide in each; /and 
eftabliflied' regulations concerning the adminiftra^ 
tidn of juftice, the coliedion of the xoyal revenue, 
the working 6f the mines^ and the treatment of 
the Indians, extremely fimple, but well calculated 
to promote the public profperity. But, though^ 
for the prefent, he adapted his plan to the infant 
ftate of his colony, his afpiring mind looked 
forward to its future grandeur. He confidered 
Foundation himfclf as laymg the foundation of a great 
empire, and deliberated long, and with much 
fblicitude, in what place he ihould fix the feat of 
government. Cuzco, the imperial city, of th^ 
Incas, was fituated in -.n corner of the empire^ 
above four hundred sales from the fea, and 
much farther from Qj^to, a province of whofe 
value he had formed an high idea* No other 
fettlemcnt of the Peruvians was fo confiderable as 
to merit tbe name of a town, or to aUnre the 
Spaniards ta-fix their refidence in it. But, 

in 
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in marching through the coQmry, Pmattohad 
been ftruck \iith the beauty and fertility 6{ the 
valley of Rimac^ one of the moR extenfive and *^^^ 
beft cultivated in Peru. There, on the banks of 
jst fmaU river, of the fame name with the vale 
which it waters and enriches, at the diftance of 
fist miles from Callao, the moft commodious 
harbour in the Pacific Ocean, he founded a city 
which he deftined to be the capital of his . 
government. He gave it the name of Ciudad de 1535. 
lo^ Reyes, dthcr from the circumftanceof having ^^"""^^ '** 
ftfld the firft ftone, at that feafon when the 
church celebrates the fcftival of the Three Kings, 
dr, as is more probable, in honour of Juana and 
Charles, the joint fovereigns of Caftiie. This 
name it ftill retains among the Spaniards, in aH 
legal and formal deeds ; but it is better known 
to foreigners by that of L/;;;^, a corruption of thi 
ancient appellation of the valley in which it is 
•lituated. Under his infpeftion, the buildings 
advanced with fuch rapidity, that it foon affumed 
the form of a city, which, by - a magnificent 
pabce that he ereftcd for himfelf, and by the 
{lately houfes built by feveral of hts ofiicers, gave, 
even in its infancy, fome indication of its fiil> 
fequenl grandeur \ 

* Herrera) dec. 5. lib. vi. c. 11. lib. vtL c« 13. Calancho 
Caromcsif lib« u c. yj* Baroeuvo, Lima fundatai ii. zg^* 
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In conTequence of what had been agreed with 
Pizarro, Almagro began his march towards 
Aimfgroin. Qhili; and as he pofleffed in an eminent degree 
iradcuchiu. thg virtues mod admired by foldiers, boundlefs 
liberality and fearlefs courage, his ftandard was 
followed by five hundred and feventy men, the 
greateft body of Europeans that had hitherto 
been affembled in Peru. From impatience to 
finifli the expedition, or from that contempt of 
hardfhip and danger acquired by all the Spaniards 
who had ferved long in America, Almagro, 
inftead of advancing along the level country on 
the coaft, chofe to march acrofe the mountauis by 
a route that was (horter indeed, but almoft 
impraflicable. In this attempt his troops were 
cxpofed to every calamity which men can fuffer, 
from fatigue, from famine, and from the rigour 
of the climate in thofe elevated regions of the 
torrid zone, where the degree of cold is hardly 
inferior to what is felt within the polar circle. 
Many of them perilhed ; and the furvivors, when 
they defcended into the fertile plains of Chili, 
had new difficulties to encounter. They found 
there a race of men very different from the 
people of Peru, intrepid, hardy, independent, 
and in their bodily conftitution, as well as vigour 
of fpirit, nearly refembling the warlike tribes in 
North America. Though filled with wonder at 
the firft appearance of the Spaniards, and (till 

more 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HISTORY OF AMERICA, 171 

more aftoniihed at the operations of their cavalry 
and the effects of their fire-arms, the Chtlefe foon 
recovered fo far from their furprize, as not only '^^5* 
to defend themfelves with obflinacy, but to 
attack their new enemies with more determined 
fiercenefs than any American nation had hitherto 
difcovered. The Spaniards^ however, continued 
to penetrate into the country, and colleSed fome 
confiderable quantities of gold ; but were fo far 
from thinking of making any fettlement amidil 
fuch formidable neighbours, that, in fpite of all 
the experience and valour of their leader, the 
final iflfue of the expedition (till remained ex- 
tremely dubious, when they were recalled from 
it by an unexpected revolution in Peru "". The 
caufes of this important event I Ihall endeavour 
to trace to their fource. 



So many adventurers had flocked to Peru Anmfcr- 
from every Spanifh colony in America, and all the fc" n. 
with fuch high expeftations of accumulating ^''"*' 
independent fortunes at once, that, to men 
poffefled with notions fo extravagant, any mention 
of Acquiring wealth gradually, and by fchemes 
of patient induflry, would have been not only a 

^ Zarate, lib. lii. c. i- Gomara IJifl. c. 131. Vega, p. j. 
lib. 11. c. 20. Ovalle Hift. de ChQe, Itb. iy. c. 15, &c» 
Herrera, dec. ^.^lib* vi. c. 9. lib. z. c. i, 5cc. 
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1 o o K difappointment, but an infult. In order to find 
s^mm^L^ occupation for men who could not with fafety be 
"^^^ allowed to remain inaAive, Pizarro encouraged 
forne of the moft diftinguilhed officers who had 
lately joined him, to invade different provinces of 
the empire, which the Spaniards had not hitherto 
Tifited. Several large bodies were formed for 
this purpofe ; and about the. time that Almagro 
fet out for Chili, they marched into remote 
In life, diftjifts of the country. No fooner did Manco 
Cap^c^ the Inca, obferve the inconfiderate fecu- 
rity of the Spaniards in thus difperfing their 
troop$, and that only a handful of foldiers 
remained in Cuzco, under Juan and Gonzalez 
Rzarrb, than he thought that the happy period 
was at length come for vindicating his own 
rights, for avenging the wrongs of his country, 
and extirpating its oppreffors. Though ftriftly 
watched by the Spaniards, who allowed him to 
refide in the palace of his anceftors at Cuzco, he 
found means of communicating his fcheme to 
the perfons who were to be entrufted with 
the execution of it. Among people accuftomed 
to revere their fovereign as a divinity, every hint 
• of his will carries the authority of a command ; 
and they themfelves were now convinced, by 
the daily increafe in the number of their in- 
'vaders, that the fond hopes which they had long 
entertained of their voluntary departure were 

altogether 
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altogether vain. All perceived that a vigorous book 
^eflFort of the whole nation was requifite to expel s^^ ^Lmj 
them, and the preparations for it were car- *^^^* 
ried on with the fecrecy and filence peculiar to 
Americans. 

After fome unfuccefsful attempts of the Inca »nd pro- 
to make his efcape, Ferdinand Pizarro happening* 
to arrive at that time in Cuzco, he obtained per»» 151^ 
miflion from him to attend a great feftival which 
was to be celebrated a few leagues from the 
capital. Under pretext of that folemnity, the 
great men of the empire were affembled. As 
foon as the Inca joined them, the ftandard of , 
war was erefted ; and in a (hort time all the 
fighting men, from the confines of Quito to the 
frontier of Chili, were in arms. Many Spaniards, 
living fecurely on the fettlements allotted them, 
were maflacred. Several detachments, as they 
marched carelefsly through a country which 
feemed to be tamely fubmiffive to their dominion, 
were cut off to a man. An army amounting (if 
w6 may believe the Spanifh writers) to two 
hundred thoufand men, attacked Cuzco, which 
the three brothers endeavoured to defend with 
only one hundred and feventy Spaniards. ^ An- 
other formidable body inverted Lima, and kept 
the governor clofely fliut up. There was no 
longer any communication between the two 

cities ; 
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Cities; the numerous forces of the Peruvian* 
fjpreading over the country, intercepted every 
'5^^ meffenger; and as the parties in Cuzco and 
Lima were equally unacquainted with the fate of 
their countrymen, each boded the worft con* 
ccrning the other, and imagined that they them- 
felves were the only perfons who had furvived 
the general extindion of the Spanifh name 
in Peru % 

siege pf ix was at Cuzco, where the Inca commanded 

in perfon, that the Peruvians made their chief 
effort. During nine months they carried on the 
fiege with inceffant ardour, and in various forms ; 
and though they difplayed not the fame un- 
daunted ferocity as the Mexican warriors, jhey 
conduced fome of their operations in a manner 
which difcovered greater fagacity, a^d a genius 
more fufceptible of improvement in the military 
art. Tliey not only obferved the advantages 
which the Spaniards derived from their difcipline 
and their weapons, but they endeavoured to 
in^itate the former, and turn the latter againft 
them. They armed a confiderable body of their 
braved warriors with the fwords, the fpears, and 
bucklers, wHich they had taken from the Spaniih 

* Vega, p. 11. lib. 11. c. 28. ZaratCy lib/ iii. c. 3. 
Ckca de Leon, c. 83. Gomara Hift. c. 135. Hcrrera, 
dec. 5* lib. tiii. c. 5* 

foldiers 
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foldiers whom they had cut oflf in diflFerent parts 
Qf the country. Thefe they endeavoured to 
marfhal in that regular compaft order, to which 
experience had taught them that the Spaniards 
were indebted for their irrefiftible force in 
adion* Some appeared in the field with Spanifli 
muikets, and had acquired ikill and refolution 
enough to ufe them. A few of the boldeft, 
among whom was the Inca himfelf, were mounted 
on the horfes which they had taken, and ad«. 
vanced btiikly to the charge like Spanifh cavaliers, 
with their lances in the reft. It was more by 
their numbers, however, than by thofe imperfeft 
effays to imitate European arts and to employ 
European arms, that the Peruvians annoyed the 
Spaniards ^ In fpite of the valour, heightened 
by defpair, with which the three brothers de- 
fended Cuzcb, Manco Capac recovered poffeflioa 
of one half of his capital ; and in their various 
efforts to drive him out of it, the Spaniards loft 
Juan Pizarro, the beft beloved of all the brothers, 
together with fome other perfons of note. Worn 
out with the fatigue of inceffant duty, diftreffed 
with want of provifions, and defpairing of being 
able any longer to refift an enemy whofe i^um- 
bers daily increafed, the foldiers became impatient 
to abandon Cuzco, in hopes either of joining 

' Sec NOTE XXL 
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B o Q K their countrymen, if any of them yet furvived,' 
y_ -,^ -'-__■ or of forcing their way to the fea, and finding 
*^^^' fome means pf efcaping from a country ^idt 
had been fo fatal to the Spanifli name K While 
they were brooding over thofe defpondiai^ 
thoughts, .which their officers laboured in vain 
to dirpeU Almagro appeared fuddenly in the 
neighbourhood of Cuzqo. 

Arrival of The accounts traufmitted to Almagro. con* 
and"motWef ceming the general infurreftion of the Peruvians^ 
duft* ^**"" vere fuch as would have bduced himj without 
hefitation, to relinquiOi the conquefl of Chili, 
and haden to the aid of his countrymen. But 
, in this refolution he was confirmed by a motive 
lefs generous, but more interefling. By the 
fame meflenger who brought him intelligence of 
the Inca's revolt, he received the royal patent 
creating him governor of Chili, and defining the 
limits of his jurifdiftion. Upon confidering the 
tenor of it, he deemed it manifefl beyond con- 
tradiction, that Cuzco lay within the boundariea 
of his government, and he was equally folicitous 
to prevent the Peruvians from recovering pof- 
feflion of their capital, and to wrefl it out of the 
hands of the Pizarros. From impatience to 
accomplifh both, he ventured to return by a new 

« Herrcra. dec. 5. lib. viii. c. 4. 
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timit ; and in marching through the fandy plains 
en the coaft, he fUffered, fr(>m heat and drought, 
calamities of a new fpecies, hardly inferior to '^^^ 
f hofe in which he had been involved by cold and 
lamine on the fummits of the Andes. 

His arrival at Cuzco was in a critical momenta hu o^w. 
The Spaniards and Peruvians fixed their eyes *"»»• 
upon him with equal folidtude. The former, as 
he did not ftudy to conceal his pretentions, were 
at a lofs whether to welcome him as a deliverer, 
or to take precautions againft him as an enemy. 
The latter, knowing the points in conteft between 
him and his countrymen, flattered themfelves 
that they had more to hope than to drekd from 
his operations. Almagro himfelf, unacquainted 
with the detail of the events which had happened 
in his' abfence, and folicitous to learn the precife 
pofture of affairs, advanced towards the capital 
flowly, and wirfi great circumfpedlion. Various^ 
negociations with both parties were fet on foot. 
The Inca conduced them on his part with much 
addrefs. At firft he endeavoured to gain the 
frioidfliip of Almagro ; and after many froitlefr 
overtures, jdefpairing of any cordial union with a 
Spaniard, he attacked him by furprife with a 
numerous body of chofen troops. But the 
SpaniOi difcipline and valour maintained theit 
wonted fuperiority. The Peruvians were re- 

vx)L. ui. H pulled 
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BOOK pulled with fuch* flaughter, that a great part 

^ -/-^f of their army difperfed, and Almagro proceeded 

"^^ to the gates of Cuzco without interruptioiu ; 

Tj^w pof. The Pizarros, as they had no longer to make 
Cuzco, head againft the Peruvians, direfted all their 
attention ' towards their new enemy, and took 
meafures to obftruct his entry into the capitaU 
Prudence, however, rcftrained both parties foi[ 
fome time from turning their arms againft oo^ 
toother, while furrounded by common enemies^ 
, who would rejoica in the mutual flaughter^ 

Pifferent fchemes of accommodation were, pro* 
pofed. Each endeavoured to deceive the other, 
or to. corrupt his followers. The generoufiii 
open, affable temper of Almagro gained many 
adherents of the Pizarros, who were difgufted 
with their harfli domineering manners. Encour 
raged by this defeftion, he advanced towards the 
city by night, furprifed the centinels, »or was 
admitted by them, and invefting the houfe where 
the two brothers refided, compelled them, after 
an obftinate defence, to furrender at dilcretios. 
Almagro*s claim of jurifdiftion over Cuzco. was 
univerfally acknowledged, and a form of ad4 
miniftration eftabliflied in his name ^. 



^ Zarate, lib. iii. c. 4« Vega» p. ii, Hb. iu c 29. 31, 
Gomara Hlft. c. 134. Henera> dec. 6. lib. u. c. i — $• 

Two 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HISTORY OP AMERICA. 179 

It wo or three perfons only were killed in this book 
fitR, a£k of civil hoftility ; but it was foon fol- w^y-i 
lowed by fcenes more bloody. Francis Pizarro civu^war 
having difperfed the Peruvians who had invefted ^^^^^^^ 
Lima, and received Tome confiderable reinforce- Aimagto, ^ 
riients from Hifpaniola and Nicaragua, ordered 
five hundred men, under the command of Alonfo 
de Alvarado, to march to Cuzco, in hopes of 
relieving his brothers, if they and their garrifoa 
were not already cut off by the Peruvians. This 
body, which, at that period of the Spamfh power 
in America, muft be deemed a confiderable force, 
advanced near to the capital before they knew 
ithstt they had any enemy more formidable than 
Indians to encounter. It was with aftonlfhcnent 
that rhey beheld their countrymen polled on the 
banks of the river Abancay to oppofe their 
ptogrefs. Almagro, however, wilhcd rather to 
gain than to conquer them, and by bribes and 
promifes endeavoured to feduce their leader. 
The fidelity of Alvarado remained unfhakenj 
bcit his talents for war were not equal to his 
virtue. Almagro amufed him with various 
movements, of which he did not comprehend 
th« meaning, while a large detachment of July 11. 
chofen foldiers paffed the river by night, fell 
upon his camp by furprife, broke his troops 
before they had ^time to form, and took 
N 2 him 
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him prifoner, together with his primdpa! 
officers \ 

'537- 

but does not fly {j^q fudd^h rout of this body, the conteft 

improve his , ■; ^ . i • 

ad^^ntages. between the two rivals mud have been decided, 
if Almagro had known as well how to imprbve 
ds how to gain a vidory, Rodrigo Orgognez, 
an officer of great abilities, who having ferved 
under the conftable Bourbon, when he led the 
Imperial army to Rome, had been accuftoriied 
to bold and dccilive meafures, advifed .him 
inftantly to iffiie orders for putting to death 
Ferdinand and fconzalo Pizarros, Alvarado, 
and a few other perfons whom fie could not 
hope to gain, aild to march direflly with Ms 
vidorious troops to Lima, before the governor 
had time to prepare for his defence. But 
Almagro, thou^ he difcerned at once tile 
utility of the counfel, and thou^ he had 
courage to have carried it into execution, Tuf- 
fered himfelf to be influenced by fentimaifs 
unlike thofe of a foldier of fortune grown old 
in fervice, and by fcruples which fuited liot 
the chief of a party who had drawn his fword 
in civil war. Feelings of humanity reftraiiied 

1 

* Zarate, lib. iii. c. 6. Gom. Hift. c. 138. Vega, p. li. 
Kb. ii. c. 32. 34. Hcrrcra, dec. 6. lib. 11. c. 9. 
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him from iheddiag tl)e bipod of his opponent^ ; book 
^nd the dre^d of bemg deei^e4 ^ rebel,. deterred w^^,^— ^ 
him from entering a province which the king '^37- 
hfid allotted to another. Though he knew that 
grms muft terminate the difpute between him 
5^nd Pizarro, and refolved not to Ihun that mode 
^f decilion, yet, with a timid delicacy pre- 
pofterou? at luch a jundure, he was fo fplicicous 
that his rival fliould be confidered as the aggref- 
fijf, that he marched quietly back to Cuzco, to 
w^ttt his approach ^. , 

; PizARRO was ftill unacquainted with all the Diftrefsof 
int^refting events which had happened near 
^^Cuzco. Accounts of Almagro's return, of the 
, J[oft pf the capital, of the death of one brother, 
pi the imprifonment of the other two, and of the 
,4f feat of Alvarado, were brought to him at once. 
J^uch a tide of misfortunes almoft overwhelmed 
I ^ fpirit which had continued firm and ereft 
under the rudeft fliocks of adverfity. But the 
, T^gcefljity of attending to his own fafety, as well 
j^s the defire of revenge, preferved him from 
, ^nJsLiijg under it. He took njeafures for both His artful 
^jyith hj3 wonted fagacity. As he had the com- 
mand of the fea-coa^, and expeded confiderable 
fupplies both of men and military ftores, it was 

^ Hcrrcra, dec. 6. lib. ii. c. xo, ii. 
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no left his ihtereft. to gain time, and to avoid 
aftion, than it was that of Almagro to precipitate 
operations, and bring the contcft to a fpeedy 
iffiie. He had recourfe to arts which he had 
formerly praftifed with fuccefs; and Almagfa 
was again weak enough to fuffer himfelf to 
be aitiufed with a profpeft of terminating their 
diflFeretices by fome amicable accommodation, 
By varying his overtures, and ftiifting his ground 
as often as it fuited his purpofe, fometimes feem- 
ing to yield every thing which his rival could 
defire, and then retracing all that h6 had 
granted, Pizarro dexteroufly protradted the nego- 
ciation to fuch a length, that though every day 
was pjrecious to Almagro, feveral months elapfed 
without coming to any final agreement. While 
the attention of Almagro, and of the officers 
with whom he confulted, was occupied in deteft- 
ing and eluding the fraudulent intentions of the 
governor, Gonzalo Pizarro and Alvarado found 
means to corrupt the foldiers to whofe cuftody 
they were committed, and not only made thtit 
efcape themfelves, but perfuaded fixty of the 
men who formerly guarded them to accompany 
their flight K Fortune having thus delivered one 
of his brothers, the governor fcrupled not at one 
aft of perfidy more to procure the releafe of the 

* Zaratc, lib. lii. c. 8. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. ii. c. 14. 
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^hfiir*. H^ propofed» that every |ioi9t in coa^ 
tTfxyj^xty betwew AimaigxQ aad himfelf fliould k^ 
fuhiDitted to the decifion of their fovereign } that ^^37: 
iUftil his award was known, each fhould retain 
^diilurbed polTeilion of whatever part of > the 
.^qntry be now occupied; that Ferdinand Pizarro 
ihould be fet at liberty, and return inftantlytp 
$pain, together with the officers, whom Almagro 
jpjixrpofed to fend thither to reprefent the juftioe 
gf hiii claims. Obvious as the defign of Pizarro 
^as in tbofe propoiitions, and familiar as his 
•^rtihces might . now have been to his opponent^ 
^magro, with a credulity approaching to infa* 
.^uatipn^ relied on bis fmcerity, and conclude W 
.^g^ement on thefe terms ", 

. The moment that Ferdinsmd Pizarro recovered His preiwi* 
his liberty, the governor, no longer fettered ifk war. ** 
his operations by anxiety about his brother's life, 
threw off every difguife which his concern for it 
had obliged him to affume^ The treaty was for* 
gotten i pacific and conciliating meafures were 
no more mentioned; it was in the field he 
Oij^esly declared, and not in the cabmet; by 
arms, and not by negodation; that it muft now 
)>e determined who fhould be mafter of Peru. 

"^ Herrera, dec. 6, lib, iii, c. 9. Zarate, lib. iii. c. 9. 
CovfOTZ Hift. c, 140, Vega, p. i\. lib. ii c. 3^. 
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s'a^ic The rapidity ^f his preparadoBg faked fuch a 
%^—^-mj dedfive refblution. Stytta hundred men werd 
»5^- fooA ready to march towards Cuzco; The 
Cdmmand of thefe was given to his two brothers, 
in w^om he could perfedly eonfide fdr tbd 
executbn of his moft vicdent fchemes^ as they 
i»cr6 urged on, not only'by the enmity fldwiiig 
from the rivaUhip between their famfly atld 
Ahnagro^ but animated with the defire of ven^ 
geanee, excited by recoUedion of their own recent 
.difgrace and fufferings. After an unfucceftful 
attempt to crofs the mountains in'the direft road 
between Lima and Cuzco, they marched to^itdi 
the fomh ^long the coad as far as Nafea, and 
then turning to the left, penetrated through the 
defiles in that branch of the Andes which lay 
between them and the capital, Almagro, in* 
(bead of hearkening to fome of his officers, who 
advired him to attempt the defence of thoft 
difficult pafies, waited the approach of the enemy 
in the plain of Cuzcck Two reafons feem to 
hare induced him to take this refolution. His 
followers amounted hardly to iive hulidred, aiid 
he was afraid of weakening fnch a feeble body 
by fending any detachment towards the moutt» 
tains. His caralry far exceeded that of the 
^verfe party, both in number and difcipline, and 
it was only in an open country that he could avail 
himfelf of that advantage. 

Th* 
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. Tk£ JMaatTOi adva]U3cd without apy ob*- ^oo ki 
ftni&iom but what arofe from the nature of die s« -> ^^— ^ 
idkn and horrid, r^ions t}m)ugh which they: uk^y 
mrched; As foon as \hey reached die plain, S^'^; 
both iadionfr were equally impadent to bring ^ 
thifl ilmig^protra^ed conteft to an iffue. Though 
Country m(Sn and friends, the fubje£ts of the hsmii 
fovereign^ and each with the royal (landard di{i 
f^yed ; and though they behdd the mountains 
that funrounded the plam in which they were drawn - 
np, covered with a vaft multitude of Indians, 
l^embled to enjoy the fpe£):acle of their mutual 
f arnag^) ^uid prepared to attack whatever party 
remained mafter of the field; fo fell and im« 
placable was the rancour which had taken 
poffeflion of every breaft, that not one pacific 
i^nfel, not a fmgle overture towards accom^ 
l3^adon proceeded from either fide. Unfortu^ 
aat^ly for Almagro, he was fo worn out with the 
feugues of fervice, to which his advanced agtt 
V^as unequal, that, at this crifis of bis fate,^ he 
could not exert his wonted adivity ; and he was 
obliged to commit the leading of his troops 
to Orgognez, who, though an officer of great 
jjoerit, did not poiTeis the fame afcendant either ' 
pver the fpirit or affedions of the foldiers, as the 
jchief whom they bad longed been accuftomed to 
follow and revere, 

THfe 
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fooK The conflift was fierce, and maintained, by 
%__ -/- _f each party with equal courage. On the fide of 
" a'^1% -AJmagro, were more veteran foldio's, and a 
Aimagro larger proportion of cavalry; but th^fe were 
counterbalanced by Pizarro's fuperiority in nunv- 
bers, and by two companies of well-diCpipline^ 
muiketeers,- which, on receiving an account of 
the infurrection of the Indians, the emperor had 
' fent from Spain ". As the ufe of fire-arms \yas 

not frequent among the adventurers in America *", 
haftily equipped for fcrvice, at their own ex-» 
pence, this fmall band of foldiers, regularly 
trained and armed, was a novelty in Peru, and 
decided the fate pf the day. Wherever it ad- 
vanced, the weight of a heavy and well-fuftaine^ 
fire bore down horfe and foot before it ; and 
Drgognez, while he endeavoured to ^ rally and 
animate his troops, havjng received a dangerous 
wound, the rout became general, The barbarity 
of the conquerors ftained the glory which they 
acquired by this complete viidlory. The vibjencj^ 
of civil rage hurried on fome to flaughter theii? 
countrymen with indifcriminate cruelty ; ' the 
meannefs of private revenge inftigated others to 
'fingle out individuals as the objeds *of theii? 



» Herrera, dec. 6. lib. iii c. 8. 
^ Zarate, lib. iii. c. 8. 
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vengeance. Orgognez and feveral officers of 
diftiu£Hon were maffacred in cold blood ; above 
a hundred and forty foldiers fell in the field j a ^^^ 
large proportion, where the number of com- 
batants were few, and the heat of the conteft 
foon over. Almagro, though fo feeble that he 
could not bear the motion of a horfe, had 
infifted on being carried in a litter to an eniinence 
which overlooked the field of battle. From 
thence,' in the utmoft agitation of mind^ he 
viewed the various movements of both parties, 
and at laft beheld the total defeat of his own 
troops, with all the paflionaie indignation of 
a' veteran leader long accuftomed to viftory* 
He endeavoured to fave himfelf by flight, but andukem 
was taken prifoner, and guarded with the ftrifteft 
vigilance'. 

The Indians, inftead of executing the refolu- 
tion which they had formed, retired quietly after 
the battle was over ; and in the hiftory of the 
New World, there is not a more ftriking 
inftance of the wonderful afcendant which the 
Spaniards had acquired over its inhabitants, than 
that ^fter feeing one of the contending parties 
luined and difperfed, and the other weakened 

P Zarate, lib. iii. c. 1 1^ 12. Vega, p. 1 1. lib. ii. c. 36 — 
j8. Hcrrera^ dec. 6. lib. iii. c. ic — 12. lib. iv. c. j— ^6. 

and 
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B ^o K and fat^ued, they had not courage to fall upott 

Up>'w>".-i their enemies, when fortune prefented an o^por^ 

'''*• ' tunity of attacking them with fqch advantaged 

J[^«pe- Cuzco was pillaged by the viftorious troc^s, 
who found there a confiderable booty, confifting 
partly of the gleanings of the Indian treaj|ire$t 
and partly of the weakh an^aifed by their antal^ 
gonifts from the fpoils of Peru and CbiU« fitt 
fo far did this, and whatever the bounty of tfaetr 
leader could add to it, fall below the high ideas of 
the recompence which they conceived to be due to 
their tnerit, that Ferdinand Pizarro, unable tp 
gratify fuch extravagant expeflations, hadrg- 
courfe to the fame expedient which his brpther 
had employed on a fimilar occalion, and endeg- 
voured to find occupation for his « turbulent 
afluming fpirit, in order to prevent it from 
breaking out into open mutiny* With this 
view, he encouraged his moft adUve oflicets to 
attempt the difcovery and reduftion of various 
provinces which had not hitherto fubmitted to the 
Spaniards. To every flandard ere^ed by the 
leaders who undertook any of thofe new expedi- 
tions, volunteers refort^d with the ardour and 
hope peculiar to .the age. Several of Almagro's 
foldiers joined them, and thus Pizarro had the 

< Zarate, lib. iiL c. ii. Vega, p. ii. lib.!!.!:. 38. 

latis- 
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fiidajaflion of being delivered both from the im- i o o k 

portuxuty of his tfifcontenied friends^ and the <i -^..^ij 

4kead of his ancient enemies '• ^^^^' 



, ALMAGRohimfelf remained for feveral months Ajmagio 
in cirflody, under all the anguifh of fufpence. ' ' 
Va ahiioiig^i his doom was determined by the 
Pitiarro^ from the moment that he fell into then: 
hands, pmdence conftrained them to defer grati- 
fjmg their vengeance, until the foidters who had 
ierved under him, as well as feveral of their own 
fbliowers in whom they could not perfedlly con- 
fide, had left Cuzco. As foon as they fet out 
'upon their different expeditions, Almagro was 
impeached of treafon, formally tried, and coi^- coodomed, 
. damned to /lie; The fentence aftoniihed him ; 
' and though he had often braved death with 
widaunted fpirit in the field, its approach imder 
tliis ignominious form appalled him fo much, 
that he had recourfe to abjeft fupplications, 
teworthy of his former fame. He befought the 
Pizarros^ to remember the ancient friendfhip be* 
tween their brother and him, and how much he 
had contributed to the prosperity of their family ; 
he reminded them of the humanity with which, 
in oppofition to the repeated remonftrances of 

' Zarate, lib. tii. c. J 2. Gomara HifUc. I4X« Herrcn, 
dec. 6. lib. IT. c. 7. 

his 
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lus own mod attached friends^ be had {patted 
their lives when he had ibem in his power j hie 
^si^ conjured them to pity his age and infirmities, aood 
to fufier him to pafs the wretched remainder of 
his days in bewailing his crimes^ and in making 
. his peace with Heaven. The entreaties, fays it 
Spanifli hiftori^n, of a man fo much betov«d) 
touched many an unfeeling heart, and dre# 
tears from many a (tern eye. But the brotheftf^ 
remained inflexible^ As foon as Almagro kaeM^ 
his fate to be inevitable, he met it wkh tht^ 
MHipfQtto digpity and fortitude of a veteran* He wa^* 
(Irangled in prifon, and afterwards publieiy^ b^ 
headed. He fuflfered in the feventy-fiftb year ofi 
his age, and left one fon by an Indian woman df 
Panama, whom, though at that time a prifonef' 
in Lima, he named as fucceflbr to his govejroent, 
purfuant to a power which the emperor had* 
granted him '• 

1539. .As, during the civil dilTentions in Peru, all 
tiont S\ht intercourfe with Spain was fufpended, tjie detaot '• 
s^ilt^n- o£ the extraordinary ttan&Aions there did not 
flSS^Sf*^ fopn reach the court. Unfortunately for the i 
P€in. vidorious faSion, the firft intelligience was 

brought thither by fome of Almagro's officers; 

* Zfuate, lib.iiuc. is. Gomara Hift. c. 141. Vega, 
p. I x« lib. iim c. 39. Htrrerai dec. 6. lib. iv, c 9. lib. y. c. i. 

who 
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^aiho left the country upon tke ruin of their tf o p fe 
^mk'9 and they related what had happened, w^--— -i 
y^^ every, ciicumftance unfavourable to Pizarro • *^^** 
wdbi^.bf others. Their ambition, their breach 
;Qf,,tji«,m9{tfoJenm engagements, their violence 
%nd cruelty, were painted with all the malignity 
^nd etsaggeration of party hatred. Ferdmand 
Wiz^XTOj who arrived foon after, and appeared in 
court with extraordinary fplendor, endeavoured 
-to jefl&ce the imprelTion which their accufations 
Jiad made, and to juftify his brother and himfelf 
by repjrefenting Almagro as the aggreflbr. The 
emperor and his minifters, though they could not 
pronounce which of the contending faflions was 
moft criminal, clearly difcerned the fatal ten- 
dency of their diflentions. It was obvious, thdit 
while the leaders, entrufted with the condud of 
two infant colonies, employed the arms which 
fhould have b^en turned againft the common 
enemy, in deftroying one another, all attention 
to the public good mud ceafe, and there wa$ 
re^ilon to dread that the Indians might improve 
the advantage which the difunion of the Spaniards 
prefented to them, and extirpate both the vidors 
and vanquiflied. But the evil was more ap- 
parent than the remedy. Where the information 
tvhich had been received was fo defedive and 
fufpicious, and the fcene of adion fo remote, it 
was aimoft impofTible to chalk out the line 

of 
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BOOK of condud that ought to be ftJIowed ; an# 

i^^^-_f before any plan that (hould be approved of 

'53'- in Spain could be carried into execution, the 

lft«ation of the pardes, and the drcumftaMesxc^ 

^Syr8, might alter lb entirely as to raider iti 

effeds eattremely pernicious. 

vacade MoTHiNO therefore remain^ but to fimd- 

thither with a pcrfon to Per^i, veftcd with extennve and' 
powers. difcretionary power, who, after viewing defibb-' 
rately the pofture of afiairs with his own eyes^* 
and enquiring upon the fpot into the conduft of 
the different leaders^ fhould be authoriftd'^o 
eftaliifli the government in that form which 'lit ^ 
, deemed moft conducive to the inter^ft- of *frt' 
parent ftate, and the welfare ci the cotonyi'* 
The man fdefted fof this important cterge-^a^ > 
Chriftoval Vaca de Caftro, a judge in the c^rt** 
of r<yyal audience at Valladol^d ; and bt^ abilitios,^ ' 
integrity, and firmnefs, juftified tbetChcHda^l 
Hk mftru^ions, though ampfe, were^W)! iadh ' 
ai to^&tter him in his operations. Acoordin^ to ^^ 
the different afped of affairs, he had pov^v 
to^ tak^ jLipon him different chara^er^u Jf h^^ 
found the governor ftill alive, be was to afliioie ^ 
only the title of judge, to maintain th^cappegi^. . - 
ance of ading in concert with hiin, and to guarit 
againft giving any juft caufe pf offeQce t;o a man 
who had merited fa highly of hi$ country* But 

if 
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if Fizarro were dead, he was entrufted with^'a book 

' VI. 

commiffioa that he might then produce, by K^m^^mmj 
which he was appomted his fucceflbr in the '^^^' 
goveinment of Peru. This attention to Pizarro^ 
however, (eems to have flowed rather from dread 
of his power, than from any approbation of his 
meafures ; for at the very time that the court 
fe^med fo folidtous not to irritate him, his 
brother Ferdinand was arrefted at Madrid, and 
confined to a prifon, where he remained above 
twenty years '. 

Whil£ Vaca de Caftro was preparine for his 1540. 
voyage, events of great moment happened m YidesPeni 
Peru, The governor, confidermg himfelf, upon ^^^Jl^* 
the death of Almagro, as the unrivalled pofleirar 
of ths^ vaft empire, proceeded to parcel out its 
ttnitoritB among the conquerors ; and had this 
divifion been made with any degree of im* 
partiality, the extent of country which he had to 
beftow, was fufficient to have gratified his friends, 
and tO'hafve gained his enemies., Bat Pizarro 
cooduded this tranfafbion, not with the equity 
and candour of a judge attentive to difcover and 
to reward merit, but with tht illiberal fpirit of a 
party leader. Large diftri£ts, in parts of the- 

* Oomara Hilb c. 142. Vega^ p. ii« lib. iu c. 40. 
Hentra» dec 6. lib. viii. c. 1O9 tt. lib. x. c i. 
VOL. ium q country 
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ccrtihtty mod cultivated atkl poptjlcns," wefe fef 

apart as his own property, or granted t© his 

^^'^' brothers, his adherents and fatourites. *To 

others, lots lefs valuable and invMn^ -tetre 

s affigned. The folfo^ets of Almagro, am^ti/^ 
whom were many of the origins! adventurers to 
whofe valour and perfeverance Pkarro wfets^ in- 
debted for hrs fuccefs, were totally exctotfcd 
from any portion in thofe lands, towards Ihe 
acquifition of which they had contriWitedfo 
largely. As the vanity of every individual let in 
immoderate value upon his own fervices, arid tfie 

. ide^ xsf each concerning the recompence due to 
tJlem rofe gradually to a more exorbitant h^i|ht 
in proportion a§ their conquefts extended, ^^11 
who were difappointed in their expe^atibtis Jfi- 
daitnsed loudly againft the rapaeioufAefs and' 
partiality of the governor. The partffihs of 
Almagto murmured in fecret, and meditated 
revenge*. 



the Spanifll 



iheXi^m R^^Pi^ ^s the progrefs of the Spaniards m 
South America had been fince Pizarro landed in 
Peru, their avidity of dominion was not yet 
fttisfied. ■ l^he officers to whom Ferdinand Pi- 
ztirro gave the command of difierent detachihents, 

• Vega, p, II. lib. iii. c. i. Hcrrcra, dec. 6. 
lib. viii a 5. / 

lA - - penetrated 
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penetrated into fevenJ mw proYinces, and though book 
fome of (hem were €:$:pofed to great hardfliips in - \.i>.iyL^ 
the c;ol4 ^»d barreft regiona of the -Aiides^ and ^^ 
. <)^er& faffi^red diflrefe not inferior amidft the 
:^opd8 and .marflies of the plains, they made 
diJS^Qveri^ and conqwefts which not only ex* 
tead^ r t^ir knowledge of the country, but 
^dii^ con^derably to the territories of Spain in 
the N^W World. Pedro de Valdivia rc-afliuned 
yUi^grp's Scheme of invading Cbili^ and not- 
..jfit^fta^dic^ the fortitude of the natives in de- 
fei^^^g th^r pofleffions, made f^ch prjKftgcdifl in 
the coufi^jeft pf the country, that he fcainded the 
ipity pf ^t. Jago, and gave a b^inning to tbe 
eAahliA>^^t ^f the Spamfh donunioa.ia that 
province \ ,^ But of all the o^^terprifiss undertakon Remarkable 
^^bout this period, that of GonzaloPizarro.was ofcon^ 
rfie xnpft rejm^rHable. The governor, who.feems ^***"^' 
^o I^yejefo^ved that no perfon in Pesu ihouid 
poflfefs any ftation of diftinguiflied eminence or 
authority but thofe of his own family, had 
deprived Benalcazar, the conqueror of Quito, of 
hi^ command in that kingdom, and appointed 
his brother Gonzalo to take the government qf 
iy He inftrufted him to attempt the dUcovery 
and conqueft of the country to the eaft oT 
the Andes, which, according to the information 

"" Zar^te, lib. iii. c. 13. Ovallc, lib. ii. c 1, &c 
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^.QJ^X of the Indians, abounded with cinnamon and 
^-;**^ otKer valuable fpicc9. Gonzalo, not inferior to 
'^^ any of bis brothers in courage, and no lefs 
ainlpatious of acquiring .diftin£tion, eagerly erir 
gaged in this difficult fervice. Ji^fel out from, 
Q«ito at the head of three hundred, and fprty. 
fqldiers, near one half of whom were horfemen^ 
with, four thoufand Indians to carry their prpvi- 
fions. In. forcing their way through the defile^^ 
or over the ridgea of the Andes, exeefs off ,cold 
and,, fatigue, to neither of which .«t]i^y j^^if^l 
acf;^ftqme,d, proved fafal^ to the; g^aj:pr, ^jirt 
Hardihips of ^iT wretcbed ,^ttendants. - The. Spamarqs, 
' ^P9.^gf?;9>o^^ T^buft, ^qd, mured to a yarietx 
^f^jir^^tes, fuflfered cQi;ifiderahIy, ,^nd loft (ox^ 
tapx^'y ,pnt whea they defcended into the low 
country their diftrefs increafed. During two 
months it rained inceffantly, without any interval 
of ^fiur weather long enough to dry their plothes \ 
II. .' Tfhe imfrienfe plains upon which they were how 
^jitering, either altogether without inhabitants, or 
occupied by the rqdeft and leaft induftrious tribes 
in the New World, yielded little fubfiftence. 
They could not advance a ftep but as they cut a 
road through woods, or made it through marlh^. 
Such inceflant toil, and continual fcarcity ^of 

food I fcem more than fufficicnt to have exhaufted 

' ' ''* 

\_ * Zantc, lib* iv, c. 2. 

and 
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and difpirked any troops. But the fortitude and ^ ^^ ^ 
perleverance of the Spaniards in the fixteeiitn' u.^vr^ 
century were infuperable. Allured by frequent •-^^'— - 
biit'falfe ai:counts of rich countries before thenij 
they perilled ih ftruggliiig on, until they reached 
the tanks' of ithe ^oca or Napo, one of thd large' 1 

rJver^ Whble ^ters pour into the Maraghoo, 
slnd corifribute' to its grandeur. There, with 
irifinlfe labour, they built a baxk, which the/ 
cxpfe^ed would prove of great utility, in convey- 
ing '^tliem over rivers, in procuring provifions, 
^Adln ^ploting the country. This was.thanned 
wt^ ^ftf foEdiers, under the command of Ff anci jf 
breilaiia, the officer next in rank to Piiarrcfi .^/'.;;^ 
¥He ftream carried them down witli fucli ;ra^l^ 
MUft that' they were foon for a-head 6f their 
coiintrvmen, who followed flowly - tittd ^HtR 
difectiuy by land. • ^-t/i;/; 

, ^T this diftance from his comraanderj Oi;el- Defertwiby 
lana, a'young man of an afpiring mind, began to ^^ ^^ 
feAcy hinifelf independent, and tranJported \v'ith 
the predominant pdlion of the age, he formed 
the 'Icheme of diflinguiftiing himfelf as a dlf- 
coverer, by following the courfe of the Marag- 
non, untH it joined the oc^an, and by furveytng 
^d^e vVft 'regions through which it flows. This 
'Tciieme of Orcllana's was as bold as u -^vns 
treacherous, for, if he be chargeable with the 
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guilt of having violated his duty to his com- 
mander, and with having abandoned his fellow- 
»540' foldicrs in a pathlefs defert, wfcere they had 
hardly any hopes of fuccefs, or even of fafety, 
but what were founded on the fervice which 
they expefled froni the bark / his crime i$, iH 
fome meafure, balanced by the glory "of having 
ventured upon a navigation of near two thoufiild 
leagnefi, through unknown nations, in a vdffel 
haftily conftrufted, with green timber, and 'by 
very unfkilful hands, without provifions, witlwitft 
a compafSj or a pilot. • But his courage' '^ci 
Sails down . alacTity fupplied every defeft. Commirtriig HiiS- 
n^?**"^" ^^^^ fenilefsly to the guidance of the' ftrea8ij''t'hie 
Napo bore him along to the fouth, until He 
reached the great channel of the Maragn'citt. 
Turning with it towards the coaft, he held on 
his courfe in that direftion. He made frequtfftt 
dcfcents on both fides of the river, fometimes 
feizing by force of arms the provifions of the 
fierce fayages feated on its banks ; and f^rae- 
times procuring a fupply of food by a friendly 
intercourfe with more gentle tribes. After a 
long feries of dangers^ which he encountered with 
amazing fortitude, and of diftreffes which he 
fapported^with no left magnanimity, he reached 
the ocean'', where new perils awaited him. 

y See NOTE XXII. 
^ . Thefe 
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Thefe he likevife funnooiitcdy and ^ot fafo Book 

to the Spanifli fettlement in the iflandCahagtia'^ C Vr.^ 

from thence he failed to Spain. The vatlicjr -'^^" 

natural to travellers who vifit regions unkniowtt 

to the reft ^ of mankind, and the art of ataL 

adventurer, foUcitous to magnify his otm merit, 

concurred in prompting him to mingle an dc* 

traordiaary proportion of the niarve1l6u& In' the 

narrative of his voyage. He pretended t<y have 

difopyered nations fo rich, that the roofs of theftr 

.(^JinfJ^s were covered with plates of gold; and 

t^iefcribed a republic of women fo w'atlike *and 

po>y^t-ful^ as to have extended their d^miiiidti 

pver.a confiderable tra£l of the fettye plaiiis 

whipb he had vifited. Extravagant as thofe 

tales were, they gave rife to an opinion, that a 

4"pgK)n aboiinding with gold, diftinguitfied ^ 

, the name of El Dorado, and a commrunlty 'of 

Anxazons, were to be found in tbU j^tv of 

j^e. New World ; and fuch is the pfbpenflty 

of mankind to believe what is wonderful, > that it 

, has been flowly and with difficulty that rfeafdn 

.and obfervatlon have exploded thofeisftrf^fi. ' "Xfic 

, voyage, however, even when ftripp^d bf/evri^ 

fomantic embellifliment, deferves to be rec6rd^ 

not only as one of the moft merDorable acctir- 

repces in that adventurous* age, but as the 

ffrft event which led to any cer^in knowledge 
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DiOrefsor . Ko ivords con deCco&e. the oonftermtioiHif^ 
''^^' Fkeacio, iviien he did not. fih4 ihe! >btupk;tat{^ 
the cottiuence of the Napo and MavafgkioiViRrjtme 
he had ordered Ocellana to wait £pr hknl>iiftir^ 
w6ald Jiot allow himfelf to iiifped tbati Qi4Qy 
whom he bad entrufted with foch 2,n iaspodtiai. 
command^ eould be fo bafe and ib> tMileeUagv^a&« 
to defers him at fuch a junCkure. But : iqqmQpg 
bis abibnce ftom the place of rendezTous^itfij 
foAe unktxown ' accident, he advanc^ lisbctaie 
fifty leagues along ihe banks of the Managoqa, 
ekpe^Bg erery moment to fee the bark ^p^se^ 
iS4«* iHtfi' a ftipply of provifions. At kngth be csQlfi^ 
lap wit^ an officer whom Oreltena hid left^^toi 
p^fii in' the defert, becaufe he had the coun^ 
to reinohftrate againft his perfidy. From html iid 
learned the extent of Orellana's crime, and.iUi^ 
followers perceived at once their own defperate 
fihsatk)!!,' wh^ deprived of their oiUy refource. 
The fpirit of the ftonteft hearted vetetan funk 
^thki' fahn, and all demanded to be led 'back 
ihftanfly. Pizarro; though be affinned a^ 

« Zarate, lib. !▼. c. 4- Gomara Hift. c. 86. Vega, p. 1 1 . 
Ubk ill. c, 4* Hctnprajd^c^ti^ Ublxi* Q. a— 5.^ J^odrigucz 
]^l Mangnon.7 AinazQjia8j.Ub«.i. C..3. . - . { ^ * 

-' - . w'.. . .i . . . : ^ appeafr- 
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apptarfuec of danqiliUky^ 'M-^TMopjpuk their B^onQ^. 
inclination. But be «b8 bow twelyelmodmi. «rr::5^:^ 
miles from Quito ; and m that long march the '^^^ 
S^saniards encmntssted hordihips greater than , 
tbofeMdchihey h^dendored in their prpgrefe 
outwimd^'iri^odtr. the alluring hopes which then 
foiiAed I laajdi animated. them under their iuffer-* \ 
ing&f'r Htoljf^er compelled them to feed .on tOQ(» 
and berries^ ta eat all their doga atid hpr^; 
touderodi the mod; loathfoifte reptilea, ^nd even 
tprgnafE the leather of their iaddlcs. and: fw^^dr* 
bslts* ; Four thou&nd Indiaiis, and tw<>Mitdred 
aafid lien Gpaooiardis, periihed in thiaiwild d^ftrom- 
qope^tttoxii \|ihich continued ae^r two y«ar«i: ^»^ 
aftfifty men .were aboard the bark, with Qvei|ai^%„ 
oniyifQurfcore got back to Quito, ;T,|^e wpffr 
xaked. likd /avages, and fa emaciate^, ^fnfff, 
haaoff^ or worn out with fatigue, th$it ^ibfiy. 
had more the appearance of fpe^res (h^. (^ 

, BuTriaftead of returning to enjoy th^ t^ffiCp Number of 
skUch his condition required^ Pi2ar):o, on ent^xp unv!^\n 
ing Quito, received accounts of aj^t^l ev^nt thu 
threatened calamities more dreadful to hitt) th)ifi 
thofe through which he had pafied. From the 

•Zatatt, lib. i^. e. 2—5. Vega; pri t . Kb. iii; c.^3, 4, 5. 
14. Herrcra, dec. 6. lib. tiii. cj f, 8. Kb- ix. c. b'-i- J. 
deci 7; lib. ill. c 14. Pizar. Vaionci, Illuftr. 549, &c. 

time 
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BOOK tloiJe that bis brother made that partial divifion of 

u i^^.i ■,^> his conquefts which has been mentioned, the 
*54»' adherents of Almagro, confidering themfelves as 
p'rofcribed by the party -In power, no longer 
(entertained any hope of bettering their con- 
dition. Great numbers in defpair refbrted to 
Xima, where the hoi>fe of young AhnagroS^ 
always open to tHem, and the flender portion bf 
his father's fortune, which the governor alFo^ed 
him to enjoy, was fpent in affording them fiA* 
iiftence. The warm attachment with whi^h 
every perfon who- had ferved under the elAit 
-Almagro devoted himfelf to his interefe', Wdfe 
quickly transferred to his fon, who was Hdw 
grown up to the age of manhood, and poffelI5^d 
all the qualities which captivate the affedlioA^'t^f 
ConfiHer foldiers. Of a graceful appearance, dexterous kt 
magroas' all martial excrcifes, bold, open, genierous, he 
their leader, .jfegj^^j ^q f^^ formed for command ; arid as hfe 

fatber, confcious of his own inferiority, from tfee 
total want of education, had been extremefy 
attentive to have him inftruded in every fcience 
becoming a gentleman; the accompliflimients 
which he had acquired heightened the refpefl: of 
his followers, as they gave him diftinclion and 
eminence among illiterate adventurers.' In this 
young man the Almagrians found a point of 
union which they wanted, and looking up to him 
as their head, were ready to undedake juiy thing 
6 for 
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for his advancement. Nor was affeftion for 
Almagro their only incitement j they were urged 
on by their own diftreffes. Many pf them, /^^^' 
deftitute of common ncceffaries **, and weary of 
loitering aw^y life, a burden to their chief, or to 
fuph of their aflbciates as h^td faved fome remnant 
of iheit fortune from pillage and confifcation, 
longed impatiently for an occafion to exert theif 
aftivity and courage, and began to deliberate 
how they might be avenged on the author of 
all their mifery. Their frequent cabals did not confpire 
pafs uQobferved ; and the governor was warned fife'on>i-^ 
to be on his guard againft men who meditated ^*^^ 
Some defperate deed, and had refblution to 
lexecute it. But either from the native in- 
trepidity gf his mind, or from contempt of 
perfons whofe poverty feemcd to render iheir 
ipachmations of little confequence, he difre- 
gatded the admonitions of his friends. ^^ Be 
in. np pain," faid he , carclefsly, "about my 
life ; it is perfedily fafe, as long as every man in 
Peru knows that I can in a moment cut of any 
head which dares to harbour a thought againft 
It.** This fecurity gave the Almagrians full 
I§ifure to digeft and ripen every part of their 
'fchemc; and Juan de Herrada, an officer of 
great abilities, who had the charge of Almagro 's 

• ^ See NOTE XXIIL ' ; 

education, 
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education, took the* dfareftioii ^f. their conftiUaib' 

tiotts, with all the zeal which thift ^oimeftbti' 

'54<* infpired» and with' all the aothotity which* tfab/ 

a&ebdant that he wa^ knowa to hjLve ^verJchei 

.mind of his pupil gave hio^.r > i . '. .;; i 

Ok Sunday, the twenty^fixtfai'of Juhe^jotf 
x&id-day, the.feafon of tranquillicy and.iiep9fer>9l( 
all fultry climates, Hernub, at/, the hea«lfio£ 
eighteen of the moft determined c<^fix9t(Hfb 
iaUiod out of Almagro's houfe /m^ coojipletf: 
anhom- y and drawing their fsvard^visiste^ 
^ adirimeed hailily towards thegovecnor^js ptIdCCi 
cried put^ ^^ Long, live the king^nbut l^jji^ 
tyranidie !'^ Their afibciaites, .wftn»d of.ftM? 
motions by a fignal, were in arm! ^t\^i^lfifPKfi 
fbtdoM ready to fupport them. Xbotigh Fii9^Jfi 
viBt' ufually furrouoded by ft^ch ii> rifMl^Df 
train of attendants as fuited the magr(i£c(|i^($>f 
the tnoft opulent fubjeA of tbe.^ge ibfWhiciji,)^^ 
lived, yet as he was jud rifen from table^ ^^^ 
mod of bis..dpme(Ucs Iiad reui:ed,tOttbeif;Oi^ 
apartments, the oonfpirators pafied tbroi^gl^ ^e 
two ou^r courts of the [^ace u^ob^rv^ 
They were at the bottom of the ftair-Cftfe^ ^gfefic 
a page in waiting could give the alarni tl^.j^ 
mafter, who was converfing with. a fet^. fr^4s 
in a large hall. The governor, whof^ (teady 
mind no form of danger could appal; (tarting iip, 

called 
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cattedf for aralt,.wd c^oiiAaod^d FraoaHbe ide sDOdc 
Giifty».»» sa^fc* &ft ttwB dpor. But that offiear, -^^^Z n 
who dUitiot vnetaio io much prefeoce of mind as *w* 
to(i{>bcy:tihi^/|)tui}eiiit. order, running to the lop. 
of the (lair-cafe, wildly aficed the coofpiratora 
what they meant, and whither they were going ? 
luft^u^f lanfiteritig, they flabbed him to the 
litts^t9imd).iAiTfl! 'imo the haii^ Some of Uke 
jlerfi^iiwbciwea'e.tlMie ihrew theinfelves from. 
ite>i|fta0<yw^;^' others attempted to flf; and 
«jc|^udrar«ring their fwords, followed theiit 
lfailfer>:i&to an inner apartment* Tha oonipL* 
HMhy diitmated wkb hamig the <}bje£fcx>f tii^r 
^(iAg^Ti^t fnQ}» in vi^w, ruflied forwaxd bftcr 
fin^k.' Ffetwiro, with no other arms lihanifah 
f^afi and buiskler, defended the entry, and 
(ttf^ted by his half-brother Alcantl^ira, and ikU 
littte knot of fri^ids,' he maintained the 4iae({ual 
b6Ateft with intrepidity worthy of his paft^ex- 
{iloS^y imd wkh the vigour of a yonthfeleofH^ 
^tanr, ^ Gotirage/* cried he, •* compaafon^, 
tvfe^re yet? enow to make thofe traitors repent of 
iiitir audadty.*' But the armour of the con- 
orators j^otefted them, while every thruft they 
ttiijde took tSt&. • Alcantara fell dead at his 
bfothet'fr feet } his other defenders were mortally 
w6ttnded. The governor, fo weary that he 
iiould hardly wield his fworJ, and no longer 
able to parry the manv weapons Fufioufly aimed 
i^ ■ ' at 
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BOOK at him, received, a deadly thruft full in hid 
throat, funk to the. ground,, and expired. 

As foon as he was flain, the affaffins ran ofit 
into the ftreets, and waving their bloody fwords, 
proclaimed the death of the tyrant. Above two 
hundred of their affociates having joined thwtf 
they conducted young Almagro in folemn pro* 
ceSoa through the city, and affembling the 
magldrates and principal citizens, coiiipel)l«d 
thetu to acknowledge hini as lawful fucxeffor to 
his father nn his government. The palace pf 
Pizarro, together with the houfea of fev^alof 
^^^iiatlhecents, were pillaged by the foldiers, f^dlo 
had ithc; iatisfadion at once of bei^g.^yenged^on 
ih^r enemies, and of enriching themfelvttr by 
the tj>oils of diofe through whofe hand^^ali the 
jteaiib ot Pel u had pafled \ 

New ap. The boldnefs and fuccels of the copifpiracy, 

otdikorri, 3s well as the name and popular qualifies qi 
Almagro, drew many foldiers to his ftandard« 
Every adventurer of defperate fortune, all who 
were diffatisfied with Pizarro, and from the 
rapacioufnefs of his government in the latter 
years of his life, the number of malcontents w«s 

' <^ Zarate,- lib. iv. c. 6 — 8. Gomara Hift. c. 144, 14^. 
Vege, p. I f. lib. Hi. c. 5 — 7. Hcrrcra, dec. 6. lib. x.c. 4—7. 
Eizfino Yar. Uluft. p. 1S5. 

coa- 
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ionfiderable, decbtred withbut hefitation in favour book 

VI 

of Almagro, and he was foon at the head of .^.-^ "^ 
eight hundred of the moft gallant veterans in '^'* 
*f^U. As his youth and inexperience difqualified 
' hirri fVc>m taking the command of them himfelf, 
"fie appointed Herrada to aQ: as general. But 
though Almagro fpeedily coileded fuch a re-^ 
Tptftabte force, the acquiefcence in his government 
Was far iVom being general. Pizarro had* left 
' »«any friends to whom his memory was dear ; 
Ihe barSaroui aflSffination of a man to whom his 
■'totoatry' was fo highly indebted, filled every 
Iftn^artial perfon with horror. The ignominious 
birth of Aknagro^ as well as the doubtful title on 
'sarbich he founded his pretetifions, led others to 
tbnfider him as an ufurper. The ofEcei:s who 
tbnfimanded in fomc provinces refufed to recog- 
nize his authority, until it was confirmed by 
the emperor. In others, particularly ^t Cu2co, 
tile royal ftatidard was erefted, and preparations 
were begum in order to revenge the riiurder of 
their ancient leader. 

' Those feeds of difcord, which could hot have Arrival of 
fetm 'lon^ dormant, acquired great vigour andi caftro/ 
a!iaivity, when the arrival of Vaca de Caftfo was 
known. After a long and difaftrous voyage, he 
was driven by ftrefe of weather into a fhiall har- 
bofir in tfei pirovince of Popayaa j and proceed- 
ing 
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mg from thenee by land, after a journey no le6 
tedious than diiEcult, he reached Quito, In his 
»54'- way he received accounts of Pizarro's death, and 
vvhoaf- of the events which followed upon it. Htt 
ti"ti!^*oV ^ immediately produced the joyal commiffion ap- 
sflyernor. pointing him governor of Peru, with the fame 
privileges and authority ; and his jurifdiftion was 
acknowledged without hefitation by Benalcazar, 
adelantado or lieutenant-general for the emperor 
in Popayan, and by Pedro de Puelles, who, in 
the abfence of Gonzalo Pizarro, had the com- 
mand of the troops left in Quito. Vaca dc 
Caftro not only affumed the fupreme authority, 
but fhewed that he pofleffed the talents which 
the exercife of it at that junfture required. By 
his influence and addrefs he foon aflembled fuch 
a body of troops, as not only fet him above all 
fear of being expofed to any infult from the 
adverfe party, but enabled him to advance from 
Quito with the dignity that became his charafter. 
By difpatching perfons of confidence to the dif- 
ferent fettlements in Peru, with a formal notifi- 
cation of his arrival and of his commiffion, he 
communicated to his countrymen the royal 
pleafure with refpeft to the government of the 
country. By private emiflaries, he excited fuch 
officers as bad difcovered their difapprobatiom 
of Almagro^s proceedings, to manifcft their duty 
to their fovereign by fupporting the peifcn 

honoured 
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fatiiK)Ufed'\vith his commiffloh. Thofe meafiii€8 
vrere produftive of great eflfeSa* Encouraged by 
the approach of the new governor, or prepared '^^ 
b^^his nlachination9^ the loyal were confirmed in 
th«ir principles, and avowed them with greattr 
boldnefs ; the timid ventured to declare their 
fenrimeiits ; the;, neutral and wavering, finding it 
neoefl&ry to chufe a fide, began to lean to that- 
whi^h now appeared to be the fafefl, as well aH 
the moft juft ^ / 

Almagro obf$rved the rapid progtefs of -this Conduaof 
fpirit of dttsiffedion to his caufe, and in order to- 
give an effeilnal check to it before the arrival of 
Vaca de Ga(bo, he fet out at the hicad of his is*** 
troops for Cuzco, where the moft confideirJibte 
body of opponents had erefted the royal ftanrfard, i 

under the command of Pedro Alvarez Holguhii 
During^ his march thither, Herrada, the &Uful 
guide of bis ycRith and of has counfels, ^flted^ 
and from that time his meafures w^re confpcuou^ 
for thdr violence, but coiicerted with little faga* 
city, and executed with no addrefe. Holguin^i 
who, with forces far inferior to thofe of the 
oppofite patty, was defcending towards thexoaft 
at the v«ry time that Almagro was cm his, way) 

' > "* 

^ Benzon, lib; iii. c. 9» Zarate, lib. jv. c li« GofO^aran 
c. 146^ 147. Hcrrcra, dec. 6. lib. x. c. J^ 2j, 3. 7* &c, ^ ., . , 
VOL. IIU P to 
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BOOK to Cuzcjo, deceived his unexperienced' adverfary 

^,^J^^ by a very fimple ftratagem, avoided an engagc- 

'■54*-^ ment, and cSefted a jundion with Alvarado, an 

officer of note, who had been the firft to declare 

againft Almagro as an ufurper. 

Progrcfsof SooN after, Vaca de Caftro entered theif 
CilSo. camp with the troops which he brought from 
Quito, and erefting tlie royal ftandard before his 
own tent, he declared, that as governor, .he 
would difchaige in perfon all the fundions of 
general of their combined forces. Though 
formed by the tenour of his paft life to the 
habits of a fedentary and pacific profeffioir, he at 
once affumed the adivity and difcovered the 
deoifion of an officer long accuftomed to com- 
mand. Knowing his ftrength to be now far 
fuperior to that of the enemy, he was impatient 
to terminate the conteft by a battle. Nor did 
the followers of Aimagro, who had -no hopes of 
obtaining a pardon for a crime h atrocious 
as the murder of the governor, decline that 
Sept. i6. mode of deoifion. They met at Chupaz, about 
two hundred miles from Cuzco, and fought with 
all the fierce animofity infpired by the violence 
of civil rage, the rancour of private epmity, the 
eagernefs of revenge, and the laft efforts of 
Pefcaty defpatT. Viftory, after remaining long doubtful, 
declared at laft for Vaca de Caftro. The fuperior 

number 
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number of his troops, his own intrepidity, and b o o ic 
the martial talents of Francifco de Carvajal, i_. -^-_f 
a veteran officer formed under the great captain '544» 
in the wars of Italy, and who on that day laid 
the foundation of his future fame in Peru^ 
triumphed over the bravery of his^ opponents, 
though led on by young Almagro with a gallant 
f{Mrit, worthy of a better caufe, and deferving 
another fate. The carnage was great in propor- 
tion to the number of the combatants. Many 
of the vanquifhed^ efpecially fuch as were 
confcious that they might be charged with being 
accefibry to the aflfaffination of Pizarro, ruihing 
on the fwords of the enemy, chofe to fall like 
£^diers, rather than wait an ignominious doom* 
Of fourteen hundred men, the total amount of 
combatants on both fides, five hundred lay dead 
on the field, and the number of the wounded wai 
ftill greater ^ 

If the military talents difplayed by Vaca de sarcrftyof 
Caftro, both in the council and in the field, ingf.'^** * 
furprifed the adventurers in Peru, they were flill 
more aftoniflied at his conduct after the vidory* 
As he was by nature a rigid difpenfer of juftice^ 
and perfuaded that it required examples of 

« Zarate, Ub. iv. c. 12—19. Gomara, c, 148. Vega, 
p. 1 1, lib. iii. c. 11—18. Hcrrcra, dcci 7. lib. i. c. i« 2, 3. 
Kb. ill. c. I— II. •* 

P 2 extra- 
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extraordinary feverity to reftrain the licentious 
fpirit of foldiers fo far removed from the feat of 
»54*- government, he proceeded direftly to try his 
prifoners as rebels. Forty were condemned 
to fuffer the death of traitors, others were 
baniflied from Peru. Their leader, who made 
his efcape from the battle, being betrayed by 
fome of his officers, was publicly beheaded in 
Cuzco ; and in him the name of Almagro, and 
the fpirit of the party, was extinft ^ 



Confulta* 
tions of the 
emperor 
concerning 
his domi- 
nions in 
America. 



During thofe violent convulfions in Peru, the 
emperor and his niinifters were intently employed 
in preparing regulations, by which they hoped 
not only to re-eftablifli tranquillity there, but to 
introduce a more perfeft fyftem of internal 
policy into all their fettlenfients in the New 
World. It is manifeft from all the events 
recorded in the hiftpry of America, that rapid 
and extenfive as the Spanifli conquefts there had 
been, they were not carried on by any regular 
exertion of the national force, but by the 
occafional efforts of private adventurers. After 
fitting out a few of the firft armaments for dif- 
covering new regions, the court of Spain, during 
the bufy reigns of Ferdinand and of Charles V., 



' Zarate, lib. iv. c. 2i. Gomara, c ijo. 
dec. 7. lib. ill. c. i2« lib. vi. c. i. 



Herrera, 

the 
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the former the moft intriguing prince of the age, 
and the latter the moft ambitious, was encumbered 
with fuch a multiplicity of fchemes, and involved '54«- 
in war with fo many nations of Europe, that he 
had not leifure to attend to diftant and lefs 
interefting objefts. The care of profecuting dif- 
covery, or of attempting conqueft, was abandoned 
to individuals ; and with fuch ardour did men 
pufli forward in this new career, on which 
novelty, the fpirit of ad\^enture, avarice, ambi- 
tion, and the hope of meriting heaven, prompted 
them with combined influence to enter, that in 
lefs than half a century almoft the whole of that 
extenfive empire which Spain now pofleifes in the 
New World, was fubjefted to its dominion. As 
the Spanifli court contributed nothing towards 
the various expeditions undertaken in America, 
it was not entitled to claim much from their 
fuccefs. The fovereignty of the conquered pro- 
vinces, with the fifth of the gold and filver, 
was referved for the crown ; every thing elfe waa 
feized by the affociates in each expedition as 
their own right. The plunder of the countries 
which they invaded fervid to indemnify them 
for what they had expended in equipping them- 
felves for the fervice, and the conquered territory 
was divided among them, according to rules 
which cuftom had introduced, as permanent efta- 
t>Ufliments which their fuccefsfvil Vctlour merited, 
p 3 la 
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BOOK In the infancy of thofe fettlements, when their 
^_ „-^ , - J extent as well as their value were unknown, 
'54»- many irregularities efcaped obfervation, and it 
was found neceffary to connive at many exceffef ,. 
The conquered people were frequently pillaged 
with deftruftive rapacity, and their country- 
parcelled out among its new matters in exorbi- 
tant fhares, far exceeding the higheft recompence 
due to their fervices. The rude conquerors of 
America, incapable of forming their eftablifh- 
ments upon any general or extenfive plan of 
policy, attentive only to private intereft, unwilling 
to forego prefenf gain from the profpeft of 
remote or public benefit, feem to have had no 
objedl but to amafs fudden wealth, without 
regarding what might be the confequences of the 
means by which they acquired it. But when 
time at length difcovered to the Spanifh court 
the importance of its American poffeffions, the 
neceffity of new-modelling their whole frame 
became obvious, and in place of the maxims and 
pradices, prevalent among military adventurers, 
it was found requifite to fubftitute the inftitutions 
of regular government. 

One evil in particular called for an immediate 
remedy. The conquerors of Mexico and Peru 
imitated the fatal example of their countrymen 
fettled in the iflands, and employed themfelves in 

fearchr 
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fearching for gold and filler wkh the &me incoa- 
fiderate eagernefs. Similar tfk€ts followed. The 
natives employed in this labour by matters, who '^* 
in impofing taiks had no regard eitJier to what 
they felt or to what they were able to perform^ 
pined away and periihed fo faft, that there was 
reafon to apprehend that Spain, hiftead of pofleflT- 
iag countries peopled to fuch a degree as to be 
fufceptibbs of progreflive improvement, would 
foon remain proprietor only of a vafl uninhabited 
defert. 

The emperor and his minifters were fo 
fenfible of this, and fo folicitous to prevent the 
cxtinftion of the Indian race, which threatened 
to render their acquifitions of no value, that 
from time to time various laws, which I have 
mentioned, had been made for fecuring to tha€ 
unhappy people more gentle and equitable treat-- 
ment. But the dittanee of America from the 
feat of enipire, the feeblenefs of government b* 
the new colonies, the avarice and audacity of 
Ibldiers unaccuftomed to reftraint, prevented 
Ihefe firiutary regulations from operating with 
any conGderable influence» The evil continued 
to grow, and at this time the emperor found an* 
interval of Icifurc from the affairs of Europe to . 
take it into attentive confideration. He confulted' Theperfont 

1 • t_ 1 • • •/! 11 r with whom 

not only with his mimlters and the members of he advifcs, 
V 4 , the 
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BOOK the council of the Indies, but called upon fisverai 
^ - ' ^ perfons who had redded long in the New World, 
'54** to aid them with the refult of their experience 
and obfervation. Fortunately for the people of 
America, among thefe was Bartholomew de las 
Cafas, who happened to be then at Madrid on a 
million from a Chapter of his order at Chiapa K 
Though, fince the mifcarriage of his former 
ichemes for the relief of the Indians, he had 
continued fliut up in his cloifter, or occupied in' 
religious funftions, his zeal in behalf of the 
former objefts of his pity was fo far from 
jibating, that, from an increafed knowledge of 
their fufferings, its ardour had augmented^ He 
feized eagerly this opportunity of reviving his 
favourite maxims concerning the treatment of the 
Indians. With the moving eloquence natural to 
a man on whofe mind the fcenes which he 
bad beheld had made a deep impreilion, he 
defcribed the irreparable wafte of the human 
fpecies in the New World, the Indian race almoft 
totally fwept away in the iilands in leis than 
fifty years, and haftening to exiinAion on the 
continent with the fame rapid decay. With the 
decifive tone of one flrongly prepoflefled with 
the truth of his own fyftem, he imputed all 
(bis to a fmgle caufe, to the exadions and cruelty 

s Remefal Hift. de Chiapa, p. 146. 

of 
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of his countrymen, and contended that nothing book 
could prevent the depopulation of America; but , ^^' ,^ 
the djBclaring of its natives to be freemen, and *54«. 
treating them as fubjefts, not as flaves. Nor did 
he confide for the fuccefs of this propofal in the 
powers of his oratory alone. In order to enforce 
them, he compofed his famous treafife concern- 
ing the deftruftion of America **, in which he 
relates, with many horrid circumftances, but 
with apparent marks of exaggerated defcriptipn, 
the devaftation of every province which had 
been vifited by the Spaniards. 

The emperor was deeply afflifted with the Hisforici- 
recital of fo many adions fhocking to humanity, troduce a 
But as his views extended far beyond thofe of formatiwa' 
Las Cafas, he perceived that relieving the Indians ^^^^^ •"' 
from oppreffion was but one ftep towards render- 
ing his pofleffions in the New World a valuable 
acquifition, and would be of little avail, unlefs he 
could circumfcribe the power and ufurpations of 
his own fubjeds there. The conquerors of 
America, however great their merit had been 
towards their country, were .moftly perfons of 
fuch mean birth, and of fuch an abject rank in 
fociety, as gavp no diftinftion in the eye of 
a monarch. The exorbitant wealth with which 

*» P.emefal, p. 192. igg*. 

fome 
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BOOR fome of them returned^ gave umbrage to an age 
^ — ^_ , ^ not accuftomed 'to fee men in inferior condition 
»54»- elevated above their level, and rifmg to emulate 
or to iurpafs the ancient nobility in fplendour. 
The territories which their leaders hail af^ro* 
priated Co therafelves were of fuch encn-mous 
extent ^, that if the country fliould ever be 
improved in proportion to the fertility of the fcriJ, 
they muft grow too wealthy and too powerful 
Sor fubje£l;s. It appeared to Charles that thk 
abufe required a remedy no Icfs than the other, 
and that the regulations concerning both muft 
be enforced by a mode of government more 
v^orous than had yet been introduced into 
America. 



pofe. 



Kewregtt. With this view he framed a body of laws^ 

Jations lor ^ , , ' , 

thisfpur- containing many falutary appointments with 
relpcft to the conftitution and powers of the 
fupreme council of the Indies j concerning the 
ftation and jurifdiflion of the royal audiences in 
different parts of America j the adminiftration of 
juftice; the order of government, both eccle- 
fiaftical and civil. Thefe were approved of by 
all ranks of men. But together with them were 
iffued the following regulations, which excited 
univerfal alarm, and occafioned the moft violent 

* See NOTE XXIV. 

con- 
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cbnvulfions : ^' That as the repariinuenioi dr 
{hares of land feized by feveral perfons appeared 
to be cxccffive, the royal audiences are empowered *^** 
to reduce tbeni to a moderate extent : I'hat upon 
the death of any conqueror or planter, the lands 
and Indians granted to him fliall not defcend to 
his widow or children, but return to the crown : 
That the Indians fhall henceforth be exempt 
from perfonal fervice, and (hall not be compelled 
16 carry the baggage of travellers, to labouc 
in the mines, or to dive in the pearl fifheries : 
That the ftated tribute due by them to thdc 
fuperior &all & afcertained, and they ihall be 
paid as fervants fior any work they voluntarily 
perform: That all perfons who are or have 
been in public offices^ all ecclefiaflics of every 
denomination, all hofpitals and monafteries, &aU 
be deprived of the lands and Indians allotted 
to them, and thefe be annexed to ther crown : 
That every perfon in Perfa, who had any criminal 
concern in the contefts between Pizarro and 
Almagro, fhould forfeit his lands and Indians "•" 



All the Spanifli minifters who had hitherto Hitminif- 
been entrufted with the direftion of American ftratf t- 
affairs, and who were beft acquainted with ,the ^"^ 



^ Herrera, dec. 7. lib, vi. c. 5. Fernandez Hlft. lib. i. 
c. I, t. 

ftate 
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BOOK ftate of the country, retnonftrated againft thofe 
y_ ^' _f regulations as ruinous to their infant colonies. 
»54*- They reprefented, that the number of Spaniards 
who had hitherto emigrated to the New World 
was fo extremely fmall, that nothing could be 
expefted from any effort of theirs towards im- 
proving the vaft regions over which they were 
fcattered; that the fuccefs of every fcheme 
for this purpofe muft depend upon the miniftry 
and fervice of the Indians, whofe native indo- 
lence and s^v^rfion to labour, no profpeft of 
benefit or promife of reward could furmount ; 
that the moment the right of ifiipofing a tafk, 
and exading the performance of it, . was taken 
from their mafters, every work of induftry 
muft ceafe, and all the fources from which 
wealth begun to pour in upon Spain muft be 
ftopt for ever. But Charles, tenacious at all 
times of his own opinions, and fo much im- 
preffed at prefent with the view of the diforders 
which reigned in America, that he was willing 
to hazard the application even of a dangerous . 
remedy, perfifted in his refolution of publifhing 
the laws. That they might be carried into 
execution with greater vigour and authority, he 
authorifed Francifco Tello de Sandoval to repair 
to Mexico as Vijitador or fuperintendant of that 
country, and to co-operate with Antonio de 
Mendoza, the . viceroy, in enforcing them. 

He 
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He appointed Blafco Nugnez Vela to be book 

governor of Peru, with the title of Viceroy ; l. -^ ■- j 

and in order to ftrengthen his adminiftration, he ^ viwroy 

eftablifhed a court of royal audience in Lima, in *!^^^ 
which four lawyers of eminence were to prefide 
as judges \ 



The viceroy and fupermtendant failed at the Effeasof 
lame time ; and an account of the laws which tions in 
they were to enforce reached America before ^^^p**"** 
them. The entry of Sandoval into Mexico was 
viewed as the prelude of general ruin. The 
unlimited grant of liberty to the Indians aflfefted 
every Spaniard in America without diftinftion, 
and there was hardly one who might not on 
fome pretext be included under the other regu- 
lations, and fuffer by them. But the colony in 
New Spain had now been fo long accuftomed to 
the reftraints of law and authority under the 
fteady and prudent adminiftration of Mendoza, 
that how much foever the fpirit of the new 
ftatutes was detefted and dreaded,- no attempt 
was made to obftruft the publication of them by 
any a£l of violence unbecoming fubjefts. , The 
magiftrates and principal inhabitants, however, 
prefented dutiful addreffes to 'the viceroy and 

' Zarate, lib. iii. c. 24. Gomara, c. 151. Vega, p. 2. 
13)% ill* c. 2p« 

fuper* 
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BOOK fopenntendant^ reprefenting the fatal confc* 
^ ^* _j quences of enforcing them. Happily for them^ 
J54> Mendoza, by long refidence in the country, was 
fb thoroughly acquainted with its (late, that he 
knew what was for its intereft as well as what it 
could bear ; and Sandoval, though new in office^ 
difplayed a degree of moderation feldom poffeffed . 
by perfons juft entering upon the exercife of 
power. They engaged to fufpend, f6t fome 
time, the execution of what was offenfive in the 
new laws, and not only confented that a deputa- 
tion of citizens fhould be fent to Europe to 
lay before the emperor the apprehenfions of his 
fiAjefts in New Spain with refped to their 
tendency and effects, but they concurred with 
them in fupporting their fentiments. Charles^ 
inoved by the opinion of men whofe abilities and 
integrity entitled them to decide concerning 
what fell immediately under- their own view^ 
granted fuch a relaxation of the rigour of the 
laws as re-eftablifhed the colony in its former 
tranquillity". 

lo.Peru. In Peru the ftorm gathered with an afpeft 

ftill more fierce and threatening, and was not fo 
loon difpelled. The conquerors of Peru, of 

« Fernandez Hift. lib. i. c. 3, 4, 5. Vega, p. 1 1. Iib..iii4 
e. 21, 22. Herrera, dec. 7. lib. v. c. 7. lib. vii. c. 14, i^, 
Torquem. Mond. Ind.lib. v. c. fj. 

a raiik 
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a rank much inferior to thofe who had fubjefted rook 
Mexico to the Spaaifli crown, fctrther removed u.-/ ^ 
from the infpeftion of the parent ftate, and '^3* 
intoxicated with the fuddeu acquifition of wealth, 
carried oh all their operations with greater 
licence and irregularity than any body of adven- 
turers in the New Worfd. Amidft the general 
fubverfion of law and order, occafioned by two 
fuccefEve civil wars, when each individual was at 
Uberty to decide for himfelf, without any guida 
but his own intereft or paffions, this turbulent 
Ipirit rofe above all fenfe of fubordination. To 
men thus corrupted by anarchy, the introduftion 
of regular government,^ the power of a viceroy, 
and the authority of a refpe£lable court of 
judicature, would of themfelves have appeared 
formidable reftraints, to which chey would have 
fubmitted with reluftanqe. But they revolted 
with indignation againft the idea of complying 
with laws, by which they were to be dripped at 
once of all they had earned fo hardly during 
many years 6f fervice and fuflfering. As the 
account of the new jaws fpread fucceffively 
through the different fettlements, the inhabitants 
ran together, the women in tears, and the men 
exclaiming againft the injuftice and ingratitude 
of their fovereign in depriving them, unheard 
and unconvifted, of their poffeffions. ** Is this,** 
cried they> " the recompence due to perfons, 

who. 
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B o Q K vrho, without public aid, at their own expencej 
^■-^ . .^ and by their own valour, have fubjefted to the 
^^*^* crown of Caftile territories of fuch immenfe 
extent and opulence? Are thefe the rewards 
beftowed for having endured unparalleled diftrefs^ 
for having encountered every Ipecies of danger 
in the fervice of their country ? Whofe merit 
is fo great, whofe conduft has been fo irreproach- 
able, that he may not be condemned by Ibme 
penal claufe in regulations, conceived in terms 
as loofe and comprehenfive, as if it had be(Hi^ 
intended that all Ihould be entangled in their 
fnare ? Every Spaniard of note in Peru has 
held fome public office, and all, without difc 
tin£tion, have been conftrained to take an adive 
part in the conteft between the two rival chiefs; 
Were the former to be robbed of their property 
becaufe they had done their duty ? Were the 
latter to be punifhed on account of what they 
could not avoid ? Shall the conquerors of this 
great empire, anftead of receiving marks of 
diftinftion, be deprived of the natural confoki* 
tion of providing fot their widows and children, 
and leave them to depend for fubfiftence on the 
fcanty fupply they can extort from unfeeling 
courtiers " ? We are not able now, continued 
they, to explore unknown regions in queft of 

" Hcrttni,xicc. 7. Hb. vii. c. 14, 15. 

more 
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Iwol-e fecure fettlements ; bur conftitutions debi- book 
litated with age, and our bodies coviered with ^ -^r^^ 
Wounds, are no longer fit foi: aftive fervice j but '543- 
ftill we poffefs vigour fufficient to aflert our juft 
r%hts, and wc will not tamely fuflfer them to be 
wrefted from us ".^ • 



By difcourfes of this fort, uttered with vehe- An infur- 

. , . region pre- 

mence, and liftened to with univerfal approbation, vented by 
their paffions were inflamed to fuch a pitch, raUonof 
that they were prepared for the rnoft violent ^^ ^'^^ 
meafures ; and began to hold confultations in 
different places, how they might oppofe the 
entrance of the viceroy and judges, and prevent 
not only the execution but 4he promulgation oiF 
the new laws. From this, however, they were 
diverted by the addrefs of Vaca de Caftro, who 
flattered them with hopes, that, as foon as 
the viceroy and judges fhould arrive, and had 
leifure to ^examine their , petitions and remon^ 
ftrances, they would concur with them in endea- 
vouring to procure fome mitigation in the rigour 
of laws which had been framed without due 
attention either to the (late of the country, or to 
the fent^ments of the people. A greater degree 
of accommodation to thefe, and even fome con- 

• Go'mara, c. 152. Herrera, dec. 7. lib. vi. a. 10, ir< 
V^ga, "p, II. lib. iii. c. 2o. 22. lib; iv. c. 39 4. 

Vol. iih Q^ ceflions 
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ccflions on the part of governmcajt, vffitc now 
become requifue to compofe the prefent fei;ment> 
^^^' and to foothe the colonifts^ into Ija^iiyfliop^ by 
infpiring them with confidence ipjl^eir J[\ip^ftrs. 
But without profound difcernmeiilj qofic^iatipg 
manners J and flexibility of temper, fuchi.a plaa 
Thcfpirit could not be carried on. 'fhe viceroy poffeffed 
Son'[f'" none of thefe. Of all the qualities that ^u; njien 
^t'vl^crey, ^^^ high command, he was epdpwed pnly with 
integrity and courage } the former ha^fh .fljad 
uncomplying, the lattqr bordering fo freqjj^i^t^y 
on rafhnefs or obftinacy, that in his fituatiflm;tjiey 
Mar-ti4. wcfc defefts rather than virtues, ^ro^^ji^ 
moment that he landed at Tumbez, l^wg|^$z 
Vela feem^s to have confider^ himfejf ^Apffftly/a-SL. 
an executive officer, withqi^t suay difci^l^piwrty 
power ; ancjji r^gardl^fs. of whaXeyer hje obfcrvjtd 
' or heard concernmg the ftate. of the couijtry* he 
adhered to the letter of the regulations with 
tinrelenting rigour. lo all the towDis thrpugh. 
which he pafled, the natives were declared to be. 
free, every perfon in public office was. depnv^ 
of his lands and fervants j and as an jexa^i^ o£ 
obedience to others, he would not fuffij}- a filiglc 
Indian to be employed ia carrying .bis o^. 
baggage in his march towar4s Lima. An^;^p- 
ment and confternation went before ^im as he 
approached ; and fo little fglicitpus was h^ to 
prevent thefe frpm ajagm^ting, that> oa enter- 
ing 
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tag tii^ capital, he openly avoixned that he came ^ ^ ^ 
t6 obey the orders of his fovereign, not to u / ^ 
dtfi)lBnfe with his laws. This harfli dedaraticHi **«? 
Was accompanied vtdtfa what rendered it Ml 
more intolers^Ie, haughtinefs in deportment, 
a tone of arrogance and dediion in difcourfe, 
and an infolence of office grievous to men Gtde 
aetuftoitaed to hold civil authority in high refpe&# 
Every attempt to procure a fufpenfion or mit^ai* 
tion of the new laws^ the ^ceroy confidei^ed as ^ 
flowing from a fpirit of diTaffe&ion that tended 
to rebbljion. Several perfons of rank were coti* 
£ned, and fome put to death, without any form 
of triaL Vaca de Caftro was arrefted, and not- 
withflanding^ the dignity of his former rank, and 
Ks merit, in having prevented a general infuiw 
re6tion in the cofoxiy, he was loaded with chains^ 
and ihut up in the common jail ^ 

' But hdwever general the indignation was Themai* 
asgwnft fuch proceedings, it is probable the hand SSfc ol»- 
of a^nthority would have been ftrolig enough to S^^JtST 
(hffprcfs it, or to prevent it burfting out with *«*<*«'- 
open violence, if the malcontents had not been 
provided vrixh a leader of credit 2nd eminence ft> 

unite and to dke€t their efforts. Frraa the 

ft 

I' ZaratCy lib. iV. 0. 13^ 24, 15. Gomara) c ^SS'^^SS* 
^h^9 p. 1 1, lib* IT. c^ 4, 5. Fernandez, lib* L g* S^'^^ 
0^2 time 
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B.QQK jtba&Ahzt the pso-portof the new regulatiortt 

u n , *_f wKknowa in Peru, every Spaniard there turned . 

'^♦^' his. eyer towards Gonzalo Pizarro, as the only 

perfoa able to avert the ruin .with which they 

threatened the colony. From all quarters, letters * 

and addrefles' were knt to him, conjuring him to ^ 

lltind forth as their common protedor, and o&r-; 

ing to fuppert' him in the 'attempt with their 

litQB andfortunes. Gonzaloi though inferior in * 

taientsitbhis otikex brother^) was equally amhi« 

iiaas^ aa4 of courage no tefs daring. The- 

behaviour' of an ungrateful court towards hb 

. broibeirs and himfelf, dwelt ^continually on his. 

mind» F^dinand a flate prifoner in Europer, 

theichil^rea of the governor in cuflody of the 

vfoeipyian^ fent aboard his fleet, himfelf reduce^ 

19 ;thjB' vendition of a private citizen in a couiitiy, 

for. the difcovery and conqueft of which Spain 

was. indebted to his family. Thefe thoughts 

pCWP^pd him to feek for vengeance, and to 

' aflejrt the rights of his. family, of which he now. 

Qonfidered himfelf as the guardian and the heir. 

But as no Spaniard can eafily furmount that 

v^eration for his fovereign which feems tO' 

be interwoven in his frame, the idea of marching 

in aims againil the royal (landard filled him 

with horror. He hefitated long, and was ftill 

unrelblved, when the violence of the viceroy, the 

tiiMver&l call of his countrymen, and the certainty 

of 
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of becoming fopn a viaim himfelf to the\feverity B o o k^ 
of the iiew laws, moved him to quit his refide^jc© i_ -/^.if- 
at Chuquifaca de la Plata, aiid repair to Cuzco. \s^V. [ 
AH: the inhabitants went out to meethkn, and '• 

received hith with tranfports of joy ^s the 
deliverer of the colony. In the fefvounof their^ - 
zeal, they'elefted him procurator^eneral of th«« 
Spanifli nition in Peru, to folidt the repeal of 
the late regulations. They empowered him to- 
lay their remonftrances before the royal audieAce 
in Lima, and upon pretext of danger. from the 
Indians, auj:horifed him to march thither^ in 
arms. Under fan£lion of this nomination Pizarro ,5^^ 
took poireffion of the royal treasure, appointed 
officers, levied foldiers, feized a large train of 
artillery which Vaca de Caftro had depofuedin 
Gu manga, and let out for Lima, as if he had been? 
advancing againft a public enemy. DifafffefiioH 
having now affllimed a regular forni, and being 
united under a chief of fuch diftingtiifhed name^ 
many perfons' of note reforted to his ftaildard i 
and a coi^fiderable part of the troops, raifed by 
the viceroy to oppofe his progrefs, deferted to 
Kim in a body \ 

- ■> . ' * ■ • • ■ " 

.<! Zarate, lib. v. c. 1/ Gomar?, c. 156, 157., Vega, p. i !• 
lib. IV. c. 4 — 12. Fernandez, lib. 1. c. 12— 17. Hcriera, 
4ec. 7. lib. vii. c. 18, &c. lib. Vili. c. 1—5. 
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BsFiMtz Piano rested Unut, z Tevofaiti<x| 
ha4 happened there, which encouraged htm tc^ 
proceed with almoft certainty of fucceft. The 
Tiplence of the viceroyH adminiftratbn wu$ io% 
more formidable to the Spaniards of ipbru, than 
his over-bearing haughtineft was odibiM to hi9 
aflbciateSy the judges of die roysd audiehce. 
During their voyage from Spam, fome fymptbmt 
of coldnefs between the viceroy and (hem began 
to appear'. But as fpon as they entered upon 
the exercifc of their relpeftive offices, botfc' 
parties were fo much exafperated by frequent 
contefts, arifing from interference of jurifdiftion,- 
and contrariety of opiiuon, that their mutual 
difguft ibon grew into open enmity. The judges 
thwarted the viceroy in every meafure, fet af 
liberty prifoners whom he had confined, juftifiedf 
the malcontents, and applauded their remon- 
ilrances. At a time when both departments 
of government ihould have united againft the 
apprbachmg enemy, they were contending with 
each other for fuperiority. The judges at 
length prevailed. The viceroy, imiverfalfy 
odious, and abandoned even by his own guards, 
was feized in his palace, and carried to a. 
defert ifland on the coaft, to be kept there 
until he could be fent home to Spain. 



^Gomara, c, X7K 



The 
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Th£v judges, in> confe^^ueiwe of this, hawftg *%^^^ 
aflfutqed the fuprjeine dire^on of afiairs in^ y ^^ ^ 
thw own hand?, iflijicd a prodamation fufpend- vicwt^V 
iog jbe ^fo^cuAm of the obnoxic^s laws, and P'^^^* 
feM a me^ge to Pizarro, requiring him, as they 
h^ akeadjf'/granted whatever he could requeft^ 
to diipiip; his troops*^ and to repair to Lima witft 
fifteen or twenty attendants* They cpuld hardly^ 
e^ped that a man fo daring and ambitious would 
tamely comply with this requifition* It was • 

^ade, probably, with no fuch intention, but 
Only to th:;^w a decent veil over their own 
condufl: j for Cepeda, the prefident of the court 
of audience, a prngmatical and afpiring lawyer, 
feeras to have held a fecret correfpondence with 
Pizarro, and had already formed the plan, 
which he afterwards executed, of devoting him- 
felf to his fervice. The imprifonment of the 
viceroy^ the ufurpation of the judges, togethe|r 
with the univerfal cpnfufion and anarchy con- 
fequent upon events fo lingular and unespedled, 
opened new and vafl: profpecls to Plzarro. He 
now beheld the fupreme power mthin his reach. 
Nor did he want courage to pufti on towardi^ 
the obj^£t which fortune jprefented to his view. 
Carvajal, the prompter of his refolutiohs, and 
guide of all his anions, had long Ifixed his eye 
ppon it as the only end at which Pizarro ought 
^9 aim* Inftead of* the inferior function of 
>T 9^4 procu- 
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1 a Q n pif0curatx>r. for the ^anHh ftttl^sMfliB m^i^niii 

%^^mm^ be openly demanded to be governor, and xaplaiivi 

'^^ general of the whole prormce, dnd' reqwred die 

court of audience to grant hsm a conuniifiMe vo 

that effpQ:. At the bead of twelve buiHltp4 

pien, \yithin a mile of Lima, wh«r^ diier^ ^N^ 

neither leader nor army to oppofe, hUn,r iucb 

a requefl: carried with it the auth^ity .g^iift 

fommand. But the judges, either from uawil^ 

, Jingnefs to rdinquiih power, or froox a dcfi^ 

of preferving fome attention tp appearaoce^ 

^ heiitated, or feemed to helitate, about oomplyib^ 

He affumes yofh what he demanded. Caryajal, impatient df 

^c^govcm- ^^]^y^^ jmj impetuous in alU his operati^nsi^ 

flsarchcd.jyato the city by night, feized feveral 

epc^rs^of diftinftion obnoxious to Pizarro^ and[ 

Ijanged them without the formality of a tmU 

J^pgtt paoining the court of audience iffu^ i 

cpm^a^on in the emperor's name,, appqinim|f 

Piz^rrp governor of Peru, with fuU p9:w^,Sp 

civil Jis \^ell a$ railita^ry, and heeftttcTg^tfj^p 

town :.^hat day with extraordinjiry ppnjpa^lft l^ke. 

|)effeffion of his new di^ni^y ". v i n ) 

oa. at. Bujr . aunj^ft t)^ difordgr apd turbulence whic|k 
mov^'rshis K<5ompai]^d t^. tptaj dfflfolutipn of the frame 

liberty. 

• Zarate, lib^v. c. 8 — lo. Vega, p. ii. lib. iv. c. 13 — 
ipr'Gomara, c; 159^1^3.* Ftmandcz, Hr. L c. i8*-25. 
Herrci?, dec 7. lib. 7m. c. io«-26. " * - 

-:■■ -'' : of 
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of gbtermnMt^ die minds of men, fet loofi} book 
from the ordinary reftrainu of law and authority^ 
aAed with ftich caprtdons irregularity, that '544^ 
wems no 'lefs extraordinary than unexpeded i 

followed in a rapid fucceffion* Pizarro had 
fcarcely begun to exercife the new powers with 
which he was invefted^ when he beheld for* 
ttiidable enemies rife up to pppofe him. The 
viceroy having been put on board a veflel by 
the judges of the audience, in order that he 
might be carried to Spain under cuftody of Juan 
:AlvvLrezy one of their own number ; as Ibon at 
they >;(^e out at fea, Alvarez, either touched 
with pemorfe or moved by fear, kheeled down 
to his prifoner, declaring him from that moment 
to be free, and that he himfelf, and every 
perfon in the fhip, would obey him as the lejgai 
reprefentative of their fovereign. Nugnez Vda 
<>rdered- the pilot of the veiTel to ihape his 
courfe towards Tumbez, and as foon aa he 
landed there, ered:ed the royal ftandard, and 
refumed his functions of viceroy. Several per* 
fons of note, to whom the contagion of tht 
fedidous fpirit which reigned at Cuzco and 
Lima had not reached, inftastly avowed their ^ 
refolution to fupport his auAority^. The 

* Zarate» Ub. y. c. 9. GoDaTa^c 165. Fcxpa^ndcaa Hb, j. 
C- 23. Kcrrcra, dec. 7. lib. WiL c. 15. 

violence 
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BOOK Violence of Pizarro's government, who obferVfe4 

^ ^ * P every individual with the jealoufy natural to 

^544- ufurpersj and who punifhed every appearance of 

difaffeftion with unforgiving fcverity, foon j^ug* 

mented the number of the viceroy's adherents, as 

it forced foine leading men in the colony to fly 

to him for refuge. While he was gathering 

fuch ftrengch at Tumbez, that his forces began 

to affume the appearance of what was coji- 

fidered as an army in America, Diego Centeno, 

a bold and aflive officer, exafperated by the 

cruelty and oppreffion of Pizarro's Ueutenant- 

! governor in the province of Charcas, formed di 

confpiracy againft his life, cut him o^, and 

jieclared tor the viceroy "• 

PiilJro ' PlZARRo, though alarmed with tbpfe appear*. 

'"*^AhiM ^^^^ ^ hoftility in the pppofite extremes of the 
empire, was not difconcerted. He prepared ta 
aflert the authority to which he had attained^ 
tj^ith the fpirit and Condud of an officer accuf^ 
tomed to command, and marched dire£lly 
againfl; the viceroy as the enemy who waa 
neareft as well as moft formidable. As lie 
was mafter of the public revenues in Peru^ 
and molt of die military men were attached 

* Zaiate» lib. v. e. i8. Gomara, c. 169. Hcireni, 
dec 7. lib. ix. c. 27. 

to 
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to his family, fats troops were fo numerous, ths^ 
the viceroy, tmaUe to face them, retreated 
towards C^ito. Pi»rro followed him; and *^^ 
in that long march, through a wild mountainous 
country, fuffered hardflnps and encountered diffi* 
(cuhies, which no troops but thofe accuftomed 
to ferve in America could have endured or 
furmounted ''. The viceroy had fcarcely reached 
(^ito, when the van-guard of FIzarro's forces 
appeared, led by Carvajal, who, though near 
fourfcore, was as hardy and adive as any young 
foldier under his command. Nugnez Vela in* 
ftantly abandoned a town incapable of defence, 
and with a rapidity more refemblmg a flight 
than a retreat, marched into the province of 
Fopayan. Fizarro continued to purfue; but 
jSnding it impoflible to overtake him, returned 
to (^to« From thence he difpatched Carvajal 
to oppofe Centeno, who was growing formidable 
}n the fouthem provinces of the empire, and he 
htmfdf remained there to make head againft the 
yiceroy *. 

Bt his own adivity, and the alliftance of Thevicnof 
IBeAalcazar, Nugnez Vela foon aflembled four *^"*'^** 

^ Sec NOTE XXV. 

* Zar»te,lib. v. c. 15, 16—24. Gomara,c, 167. Vega 
{k II. lib. ir. c. 25 — 26. Fernan<|ez» lib. i. c. 34. 40. 
Hcrrcra, dec. 7. Ub, viix. c. 16. 3^0—27, 

hundred 
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^ o o K l^viadred men in Popayan. As be retained^ 
^_^^^'- _j arakift all his difaftcrs, the fauje elevation of 
i545* piind, and the fame high fenfe of his own 
dignity, he rejefted with difdain the advice of 
' fomc of his followers, who urged him to make 
overtures of accommodation to Pizarro^ declaring 
that it was only by the fword that a contef^ with 
rebels could be decided. ' With thi« intention 
he marched back to Quito. Pizarro, relying, 
on the fuperior number, and ftill more on th^ 
difcipline and valour of his troops^ advanced 
refolutely to meet him. The battle was fiefcf. 
and bloody, both parties fighting like men who 
knew that the pofleffion pf ^ great empire, the 
f^te of their leaders, and their own future 
fortune, depended upon the iflue of that day, 
Bpt Pizarro's veterans pufhed forward with fiicli 
regular and well-directed force, that they foon 
began to make impreffion on their enemies. 
The viceroy, by extraordinary exertions, \x^ 
which the abilities of a commander and the 
courage of a foldier were equally difplayed, 
held victory for fome time in fufpence. At 
length, he fell, pierced with many wounds ; and 
the rout of his followers became general. They 
were hotly purfued. His head was cut off, and 
placed on the public gibbet in Quito, which 
P?zarro entered in triumph. The troops affem- 
bled by Centcno were difperfed foon after by 
^ Carvaja^ 
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Carvajal, and he himfelf compelled to fly to the 
mountains, Where he remained for feveral months 
concealed in a cave, tvery perfon in Peru, '5**'' ^ 
from the frontiers of Popayan to thofe of Chili, 
fubraitted to Pizarro ; .and by his fleet, under 
Fbdro de Hinojofa, he had not only the un- 
rivalled command of the South-Sea, but had 
taken pofTedlon of Panama, and placed a garrifon 
in Nombre de Dios, on the oppofite fide of the 
itthmus, which rendered him mafter of the only 
avenue of communication between Spain and 
I^eru, that was nfed at that period '. 

After this decifiye viSoiy, Pizarro and his' Pizarro ad- 
followers remained for fome time at Quito, and fume the 
durmg the firft tranfports of their exultation, of plrlT^' 
they ran into every excefs of licentious in- 
dulgence, with the riotous fpirit ufual among^ 
low adventurers upon extraordinary fuccefs. 
But amidd this diflipation, their chief^ and his 
confidents were obliged to turn their thoughts 
fometimes to what was ferious, and deliberated 
with much folicitude concerning the part that he 
ought now to take. Carvajal, no lefs bold and 
decifive in counfel than in the field, had from 

Y Zarate, lib. V. c. 31,32. Gomara,c. 170. Vega, p. it. 
lib. iv. c. 33, 34. Fernandez, lib. L c. 51-^54. Hcircni* 
dec. 7. Kb. X. c. la. 19 — 22. dec. S. lib. u c. i-r3» Benzo, 

the 
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BOOK the beginning warned Fizarro^ tlmt ia die 
. - - ^ career on which he was entering^ ^ it was vain to 
^54^' think of holding a middle courfe ; diat he muft 
either boldly aim at all, or aoempt noduog. 
From the time that Piurro obtained pofleffion of 
the government of Peru, he inculcated the famer 
maxim with greater eameftnefs. Upon receiving i 

an account of the vidory at Quito, he remob* 
(brated with him m a tone ftill more peremptory. 
«^ You have ufurped (fidd he, in a letter >vmtten 
to Pi2auTo on that occafion) the fupreme power 
in this country, in contempt of the cmpcrot'r 
commiffion to the viceroy. Tou have marched, 
in hctlHle array, againft the royal ftandard ; you 
hav^ attadked the repreiSentative of your fovereign - 
ia the field, have defeated him, and cut off big 
head. Think not that ever a monarch wi!I 
forgive fuch infults on his dignity, or that 
any recoxKiliation with him can be cordial or 
fmcere* Depend no longer on the prec2R;ious 
favour of another. Aflume yourfelf the fovc- 
reignty over a country, to the domimon of 
which your £unily has a title founded on the 
rights both of difcovery and conqueft. It is in 
your power to attach every Spaniard in I^r^l 
of any confequence inviolably to your interefl by 
liberal grants of laoids and of Indians, or by 
inftituting ranks of nobility, and creating titles 
of honour fimilar to thofe which are courted 

with 
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^ith fo much eagemefs In Europe. By cftabllfh- 
iag orders of knighthood, with privfleges an* 
d^fixons refknWing thofe in Spain, you may '^^ 
beftM^ a gt'atiScation upon the officers in your 
iervke; ibited to the ideas of military men* 
Nor is it to- y^r countrymen only that yovt 
gught to attend ; endeavour to gain the natives* 
•S)r siarryiug the Goya, or daughter of the Sun 
nfai^t in Ricccffion to the crown, you will induce 
iboibidtaiu, out ci veneratidn for the blood' 
of lh$ir a,Qti^t princes, to unite wi^h the* 
^poniands in fuppore ef your authority. Thus, 
at :the bea4 of the antient inhabitants of-FctB^ 
as weU as <rfthe>new fettters there, you may ' 
Xef at' defismce the power of Spain, acid repel 
w4ik eafe any feeble force which it can fend 
•at iuch a diftance.'* Cepeda, the lawyer, who 
was now Pfaarro^s confidential counfellor, warmly 
feconded Carvajai's exhortations, and employed 
\ybateyer learning he pofleflfed in demonftrating, 
that ail the founders of great monarchies had 
l)een ndfed to pre-eminence, not by the antiquity 
of their lineage, or the validity of their rights, 
but by their own afpiring valour and perfonal 
merh \ 



'*f Vega, p. 1 1, lib. IV. c. 40, Fernandez, lib, w c. 34. 
Jib* iH c. X* 49* . Herrcni» dec 8'« Ub. iu c 20. 

PiZARRO 
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PrzARRO liftened attentively to both, and 
could not conceal the fatisfaQion with which he 
Bu'dl^fcs contemplated the obje^ that they prefented ta 
*** ''h^ h"*^*^ hi* view. But happily for the tranquillity of the 
court of world, few men poflefs that fuperior ftrength of 
' mind, and extent of abilities, which are capable ' 

of forming and executing fuch darbg fchemes, 
as cannot be accompKihed without oyerturaifig 
the eftabliflied order of foci«ty, and violating 
tbofe maxims of duty which men are accuftomed 
to hold facred. The mediocrity of Kzarro's 
talents circumfcribed his ambition within more 
narrow limits. Inftead of afpiring at inde- 
pendent power, he confined his views to the 
obtaining from the cpurt of Spaia a confirmation 
of the authority which he ,now;poffefled} and 
for that purpofe, he feiit an officer of di^^on 
thither, to give fuch a reprefcntatioa of his 
conduft, and of the ftate of the country, as 
might induce the emperor aiyi his tniniftcrs, 
ejther from inclination or frpm neceflity, to 
continue him in his prefent ftation. ^ 

confuita. While Pizarro was deliberating with refpeft- 

^iflimi! to the part which, he ihould take, confultations 

■^^* wcye held in Spain, with no lefs folicitude, 

concerning the meafures which ought to. he 

purfued in order to re-eftabUft the. wipcror?s 

authority 
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•(Qthority in Pbru. Though uiuicqusuiittd wfch book 
the bft excefies. of outrage to vUck the iiial- ^. pmai 
cootooutt^ iud proceeded in that coontry, the *^' 
court b^ received an account of the inAir« 
jeftiiM againil the viceroy, of his imprtfonment^ 
iMM^ the ufurpadon of the government by Pizarro. 
A fievoktion ib alarming called for an imme^te 
imapofilaoii df the emperor's abilities said dotbo« 
ricy. But as he vas fully occujMed at that time 
ia G&mmff in condaftingthe war againft the 
^uoott^ kague c£ Smalkalde, one of the moft 
Jnteceftiijg aad arduous enterprifes in his rdgOt 
the carcTof providing a remedy for the difordfiit 
in. Pestt devolved, upon his Ton Philip, and the 
CQitfifieUort whom Charles had appointed to 
aCft him in the government of Spain during 
hia afafisace. Ac firfl: view, the anions of 
Pittnoand his adherents ai^>eared fo repugnant 
to tfa^ daty of fubjefts towards their fovereign^ 
diat dbe.gieacer part of the mimfters infifted on 
dedarii^ lliem mftantly to b^ guilty of rebellion^ 
and on proceeding to punifli them with exemplary 
rigour. But when the fervour of their zeal and« 
indigaatton begafn to abate, innumerable obftacles 
to the.atecatbnof this meafure prefented them* 
{dvttu The veteran bands of infantry, the 
ftiragdi and glory of the Spanifh armies, were 
then employed in Germany. Spain, exhaufted 
VQU in. R of 
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<>{ men and money by a long feties of wars, fft 
ttrhkh fhe had been involved by the riQ^s 
*s*^ 4Mnbidon of two fuccefEve nronarcfas, coaidd not 
eafily equip an aitnammt of fi3£cicii[t Ibrde 
to reduce PJzarro. To trairfport any tefp^able 
body of troops to a country b ree^eiasPertiy 
appeared j^Imoft impoffible* While Piaarro 
continued mafter of the South Sea^ the <iNd 
route by Nombre de Dios and Panama wal 
iinpra6licable« An attempt to m^-ch to Quito 
by land through the new kingdom of Granada^ 
ftnd the province of Popayan, acrofs rd^oiil of 
firodigious extent, defolate, unhealthy^ -4r in^ 
liabked by fierce and hoftile tribes,- wotfd.be 
^tended with unfurmountable dang^ and hand*, 
ftips. The paffage to the South Sw> by flM;' 
Straits of Magellan was fo tedious, Ibiineertaui^ 
and fo little known in that age, that na (bm^ 
fidence could be placed in any effort carrii^d oil 
In a courfe of navigation fo remote and'pi:^** 
cark)us. Nothing then remained but to rdiik* 
quift the fyftem which the ardour of tbdt 
^loyalty had firft fuggefted, and to attempt by 
lenient meafures what could not be €flk£l^d by 
force. It was manifeft, from Pizarro*s folicitu^e 
lo reprefent his conduft in a &voucable light t9^ 
tht emperor, that, notwithftanding the excefibs 
of which he had been guilty, he ftill retained , 

.fcnti- 
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feiuiments of veneration for his fovereign. By 
a {>roper application to thefe, together with forae 
fiich ooiicdBons as fhould difcover a fpirit of 
tnoderation and forbearance in government, there 
Iwts ftill roottt to hope that he might be yet 
redaimed,"^ or the ideas of loyalty natural tb 
Spafiiaids might fo far revive among his fol- 
low^t^ that they would no longer lend their aid 
t0 uphold his tifurped authority. 

; TKK-fuccds, however, of this negociation, no ^a'ca ap^ 
kft delicate than it was important, depended repair to 
taJtirely on the abilities and addrefs of the prcfidcnt. 
peribn tc> whom it fhould be committed. After 
tw^hiAg with much attention the comparative 
mtnt of ^ various perfons, the Spanifh minifl:er$ , 
fixed with unanimity of choice upon Pedro de la 
QflfcU, a pried in no higher ftation than that of 
coonfellof to the Inquifition. Though in no 
publtt office, he had been occafionally employed 
by government in affairs of truft and confe- 
quence, and had condudted them with no lefs 
Ikill than fuccefs ; difplaying a gentle and 
infinuating temper, accompanied with much 
firmnefa ; probity, fuperior to any feeling of 
private intereft ; and a cautious circumfpeftion 
in concerting meafures, followed by fuch vigour 
in executing them, as is rarely found in alliance 
R 2 with 
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BO^^x. with the other. Thefe qualities marked hhrf 
^ , -/- _, out for the funclion to which he was deftined* 
»546- The emperor, to whom Gafca was not unknown, 
warmly approved of the choice, and commu- 
nicated it to him in a letter containing exprefiiQn* 
pf good-will and confidence, no^ lefs honourable 
to the prince who wrote, than to the fubjeft who 
re€ei^^ed it* Gafca, notwithftanding his advwced 
age and feeble conftitution, and though, fronit 
the apprehenfions natural toa man, who, during, 
the coiirfe of his life, had never been out of.hi^ 
Own country, he dreaded the eSefts of a long^ 
voyage, and of an imhealthy climate % did. not 
hefifete k moment about complying with thg 
^ismodc- ^1 of his fovereign* But as a proof that it was 
froih this principle alone he afted, he refufod-si 
bHh6pric which was offered to him, m order thai 
lie anight appear in Peru with a more dignified 
cbarafter j he would accept of no higher title 
than that of prefident of the court of audience. in 
Lima,; and declared that he would receive no 
falary on account of his difcharging jthe duties of 
that office. All he required was, that the 
expmice of fupporting his family vihould be 
defrayed by the public, and as he was to go like 
a minifter of peace with his gown and breviary, 

* Fernandez, lib. li. C !?• 

J and 
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and without any retinue but a few domeftics. b o o le^ 

VI 

this would not lo^d the rtxtnyj^ with any T_r-i,^rct/: 
enormous burden ^ '$♦•* 

But while he difcovered fuch diikuterefted: The powers 
moderation with refpeft to whatever relatjed- whim, 
perfonally to himfelf, he demanded bis official 
powers in a very different tone. He iaiift/edt as 
be was to be employed in a country fp reqaotQ, 
from the feat of government, where he could 
not have recourfe to his fovereign for new« 
inftruftions on every emergence; and as the 
whole fuccefs of his negociatioo^s muft depend 
upon the confidence which the people with 
whom he had to treat could place in the extent 
of his powers, that he ought to be inve/led with 
unlimited authority ; that bis juri£di£Uon muft 
reach to all perfons and to all caufea ; that he 
mud: be empowered to pardpn, to poni(b» pr 
to reward, as circumftances and the behayiptiraf 
4ifierent men might require; that in cafe of 
' refiltance from the malcontents, he mighty be 
authorifed to reduce them to obedience by fioirce 
pf arms, to levy troops for that purpofe, and to 
call for afCftance from the governors of a11. the 
Spaniih fettlements in America* Thefe ppwers^ 

s 

^ Zarate, lib. vi. c. 6. Gomara» c. 174. Fernanifezy 
lib. ii. c. 14^16. Vega, p. if. lib. y. 6 I* Herrerat 
. d£C. 8. lib. i. c^ 4» d;c. . 

R 3 though 
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Jt-Q OK, tbough msinifeftly conduciira to the great objects 
\_^J^^ o£ his tniifioQ, appeared to the Spaniih mimfters 
'546« ^to be inalienable prerogatives of royalty,, which 
ought not to be delegated to a fubjeft, a^nd they 
rrfufed to grant them. But the emperor's views 
were more enlarged. As, from the nature of 
his employment, Gafca mud be entrufted wiA 
difcretionary power in feveral pointsi and all his 
efforts might prov^ ineffeftual if he was circum- 
fcribed in any one particular, Charles fcruple4 
tm% to kiveft him with authority to the full 
extent that he demanded. Highly fatisfied with 
this firefli proof of his mailer's confidence, Gafca 
haftened his departure^ and, without either 
money or troc^s, fet out to quell a formidable 
rebellion % 

July 17- * On his arrival at Nombre de Dios, he found 

Hisarrival »« . m r nit 

at Panama. Herman Mexia, an officer of note, polled there, 
by order of Kzarro, with a confiderable body of 
men, to oppofe the landing of any hoftile forces* 
But Gafca appeared in fuch pacific guife, with ^ 
train fo little formidable, and with a title o£ no 
fuck dignity as to excite terror, that he was 
received with roudi refpedl. From Nombre de 
Dios' be advanced to Panama, and met with 
a fimilar reception from Hinojofa, whom Pizarro 

c Fernandez, lib. u. c. i6— 18. 

had 
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iiad entrufted with the government of/ that 9 o o ii 
town, and the command of his fl^et ftatifiiad u-^^ 
' there. In both places he held the fwaae Iwi* 'i3^: 
gu^ge^ dedaring that he was &nt by their 
jbvereign as a meSenger of peace, not as 4 
imnifter of vengeance ; that he apue td redrds 
all th^ir grievances, to revoke the laws wbioh 
liad eKi^tted alarm', to pardon pad offences, aad 
to re*eft^bli3i order and juftice in the govern^ 
ment of Peru. His mild deportment, the 
iiidplicity of his mam^rs, .the fan£Uty of fais 
profcffion, and a wintiing appearance of candour^ 
gained credit to his declarations. The venera* 
lion due to a ^rfon ckxhed with legal authori^, 
and ading in virtue of a rdyal commaffion^ began 
to revive among men accnftomed for fome tkne 
to nothing more refpeftable than an ufurpid 
jurifdiftion. Hinojofa, Mexia, and feveral other 
ofiicers of diftindion, to each of whom Oafca 
applied feparately, were gained over to his 
jntered, and waited only for Ibme de^mt oocaficm 
of declaring openly in his favour \ 

This the violence of Pi^arro foon afforded violent 
them. As foon as h^ heard of Gafcu's afriYid ofpiLn^^ 
at Panama, though he received, at the fimie 
time, an account of the imture of hiscommiffion^ 

^ Fernandez, lib. iL c, 21, &c. Zarate, lib. vi. c, 6, 7, 
/ Gpmarai c. 175. Vega, p. 11. lib. v. c. 3. 
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90 on: andtnsiiifcmiiedof huofiensnm^i^^ 
i^r-/ jj cmry Bplniard in Feru eafy c<mceTDing< whii 
?!^ tvas paft, by an aft of general oblivkm$ bat 
fecure with reljieft to the future by ^rep^^dklg 
fhe obnoxious laws ; inftead of acc^pting^ wit& 
^titxjdc his fdvereign's gracbus ^ontcflfens, ho 
was fo much exafperated on fin^tig that he wad 
not to be continued in bis ftation a^ govifemor of 
the country^, that he inflantly refolved to oppofil 
the prefident's entry into Peru, *and to prevent 
his exercifing any jurifdiftion there. To thi? 
^fperate refplution be added iaK>ther higWjF 
]ir^)Dfierous. He fent a new deputation i4X| 
Spain to juftify. this conduft^. and ito infiil,. ia 
name of all the communities in Peru^ hrs^ 
eonfirmation of the government to himfelf dui^og 
]i&, as the. only means of preferving tr2u:H}uilUt]f 
diere* The perfons entrufted with this ftrange 
Qommiffion, intimated the intention of Piz&rro to 
the pcdident, and required him, in his name, to 
ckepan^lrom Panama and return to Spain. Th^ 
carried likewife fecret inftruftions to Hinojofa^ 
direfting him to oflGer Gafpa a prefeiu of fifiy 
diou&nd pefbs, if he would comply voluhtarflj 
witfa what was demanded of him; and if !^ 
fliould continue obftiaate, to cut him off either 
by aflalfination or poifon \ > 

« ZaratCy lib. vi. c. 8. Fernandez, Jib. ii, c. 33, 34. 
Hcrrera, dec. 8» lib. ii. c. 9, 10. 

Many 
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1 ^ MbfKMT drcumftaaces concttrred to pufting.oa b. a a Jk 
K^arro to dK^ wild m^aftires. Having bodi -, -.mlJ 
4Mice accuftomed to fopreme command, he could os!^%n$ 
!^be?if-the- thoughts of defcending to a privailft ^^^^^ 
ftadoiu Confdous of his own demerit, hs 
fofpefted that the emperor ftudied only to 
deoeiye b^^ and would never pardon ihe au(» 
tages D^ch he bad committed* His chief com 
fidents, no lefa guilty, entertained the iame 
ipprehenfions. The approach of Gafca mth^ 
out any military force excited no terror. There 
were noinr above fix thoufand Spaniards fettled m 
Pferu^; and at the he^d of theJe he doubted nof 
to maintain his own independence, if the court 
of Spain fhouW refufe to grant what he required* 
Vktt he knew not that a fpirit of defedHon had 
already began to fpread among thofe whom he 
t(u(kd mod. Hinojofa, amazed at Pizarro^j 
precif^tate refolution of fetting himfelf in oppo# 
fition to the emperor's commiffion, and dtfidaia^ 
ktg to be his inftrument in perpetratkig the 
odious crimes pointed out iti bis fecret in* / 

fttuftions, publicly recognized the title of the 
prefident to the fupreme authority fai Fenti 
^e officers mider his command did the ia(me» 
Such was the contagious influence of the 
pcample, that it reached even the dqiuties who ^ 



^ Herrera, dec. 8. Iib» lii. c u 
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^ VL ^ had been fent from Peru ; and at the time when 

w^■■^^,^w Pizarro expefted to hear either of Gafca^s return 

*^^* to Spain, or of his death, he received an account 

of his being mafter of the fleet, of Panama, and 

of the troops ftationed there. 

1547. Irritated almoft to madnefs by events fo 

foivM oiT* unexpefted, he openly prepared for war ; and 
^^^' in order to give fome colour of juftice to hi|s 

^rms, he appointed *the court of audience ia 
Lima to proceed to the trial of Gafqa, for 
the crimes of having feiz^d his fhips, feduced his 
officers, and prevented his deputies from pro- 
ceeding in their voyage to Spain. Cepeda, 
though ading as a judge in virtue of the royal 
commiffion, did not fcruple to proftitute the 
dignity of his funftioh by finding Gafca guilty 
of treafon, and condemning him to death on 
that account ^ Wild, and even ridiculous as 
this proceeding was, it impofed on the low 
illiterate adventurers, with whom Peru was 
filled, by the femblance of a legal fanftibn 
warranting Pizarro to carry on hoftilities againfl 
a convided traitor. Soldiers accordingly re^ 
forted from every quarter to his ftandard, and 
he was foon at the head of a thoufand men, the 

5 I'ernandez, lib. il. c. S5' Vega, p. n. Uh. v. c. 7, 
Herrera, dec. 8. lib. iii. c. 6. 

beft 
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Ibefl: equipped that had ever taken the fieUJ book 
in Peru. ^_n^^--_i 

1547- 

Gasca, on his part, perceiving that force Prepam. 
muft be employed in order to accompliOi the cafc*. 
purpofe of his miffion,' was no Jefs affiduous in 
collefting troops trom Nicaragua, Carthagena, 
and other fettlements on the continent ; and 
with fuch fuccefs, that he was foon in a condition 
to detach a fquadron of his fleet, with a con- * 

fiderable body of foldiers, to the coaft of Peru. 
Their appearance excited a dreadful alarm ; and April 
though they did not attempt for fome time 
to make any defcent, they did more effeflual 
' fqrvice, by fetting afhore in different places 
perfons who difperfed copies of the a£l of general 
indemnity, and the revocation of the late edifts ; 
^d who mad^ known everywhere the pacific 
intentions, as well as mild temper, of the pre- 
fident. The effeft of fpreading this information 
was wonderful. All who were diffatisfied with 
Pizarro's violent adminiftration, all who retained 
any fentiments of fidelity to their fovereign, began 
to meditate revolt. Some openly deferted a 
caufe which they now deemed to be unjuft* 
Centeno, leaving the cave in which he lay con- infurreaion 
cealed, affembled about fifty of his former ^^c^"^^"^' 
adherents, and with this feeble half-armed band 
advanced boldly to Cuzco. By a fudden attack 

in 
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in the night-time, in trfiich he difylayed no )e(t 
military Ikill than valour, he rendered himfelf 
*547- maffer of that capitd, though defend^ by 
a garrifon of five hundred men. Moft of thefe 
having ranged themfelves under his banfi€9r$9 he 
had foon the command of a re^)e€babte body of 
troops ^. , 

•gainft PjZARRo, though aftoniflied at beholding' (Xic 

^r^ *' enemy approaching by fea, and another by land, 
^^"^^f at a time when he trufted to the union of all 
Peru in his favour, was of a fpirit more un« 
dirtifflted, and more accuftomed to the vicifl^udes 
ci fortune, than to be difconcerted or appalled* 
ib the danger firom Centeno's operations wa^ 
the moft urgent, he inftantly fet out to oppofe 
him. Having provided horfes lor ail his foldierst, 
' he marched with amazing rapidity. But evety 
morning he found his force diminifhed, by 
numbers who had left him during the night.; 
and though he became fufpicious to excefs, and 
puniihed without mercy all whom he fufpeded, 
the rage of diefertion was too violent to be 
checked. Before he got within fight of the 
enemy at Huarina, near the lake Titiaca^ he 
could not niufter more than four hundred 

* Zshnte^ lib.' Ti. c. 13—16. Gomara, c. 180, 181. 
f ernsuidez, lib. n. c. 28. 64, kc, 

foldiers. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 




HISTORY OF AMERICA, tjt 

foidiers'. ' But thefe he jtiftly tonfidered as men 
of tried attachment, on whom he might depend. 
They were indeed the boldeft and moft defperate 
olF his followers, confcious, like hinrfglf, of crimes 
for which they could hardly expeft forgivenefe,. 
and without any hope but in the fuccefs of their 
arms. With thefe he did not hefitate to attack oaobcrao. 
Centdno's troops, though double to his own in 
number. The royalifts did not decline the 
c<Mtibat. It was the moft obftinate and bloody* 
that had hitherto been fought in Peru. At anddefem 
length the intrepid valour of Pizatro^ and *""*' 
thfe fuperiority of Carvajal's military talents,^ 
triumphed over numbers, and obtained a com- 
plete vidory. The booty was imraenfe ', and 
the treatmem of the vanquiflied cruel. By this 
£gnal fuccefs the reputation of Pizarro was re* 
^ftabliflied, and bdng now deemed invincible 
In the field, his army increafed daily in 
number^. , - 

But events happened in other parts of Peru, 
ijvhich more than counterbalanced the fplendiJ 
viftory at Huarina. Pizarro had fcarcely left 
Lima, when the citizens, weary of his oppreffive 

* Sec NOTE XXVI. 

* Zarate, lib. vii. c. 1, 3. Gomara, c. i8r. Vega, p. ii. ^ 
lib. V. c. 18, &c. Fernandez, Kb. li, c. 79. Herrew, dec. 8. 
lib, iv. c- l» 2. 

dominion. 
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dominion^ ereflted the royal ftandard, and Aldahai^ 
with a detachment of foIdier« from the fleet, 
GafiiVands ^^^^ poffcffion of the towfl. About the fame 
at Peru. tiiiic *, Gafca landed at Ttlmbez with fire 
hundred men. Encouraged by his prefence^ 
every fettlement in the low country declared for 
the king, The fituarion of the two patties was 
now perfeftly revcrfed ; Cuzco and the adjacent 
provinces were poffeffed by Pizarrof ; all the r^fl: 
of the empire, from Quito fouthwardi acknow- 
ledged the jurifdiaion of the prefident. As his 
numbers augmented faft, Gafca advanced into 
the interior part of the country. His behaviour 
ftiU continued to be gentle and unatfuming ; he 
expreffed ot every occafion, his ardent wife 
of terminating the conteft without bloodfhedw 
More felicitous to reclaim than to punifli, he 
upbraided no man for paft offences, but received 
them as a father receives penitent children re- 
turning to a fenfe of their duty. Though 
defirous of peace, he did not flacken his pre- 
Advanccs patatious for war. He appointed the general 
o]Iko.^ rendezvous of his troops in the fertile valley of 
Xauxa, on the road to Cuzco". There he 
remained for fome months, not only that he 
might have time to make another attempt 

' Zarate, lib, vi. c. 17, 

« Zarate, lib. vli. c. 9. Fernandez, lib. 11. c. 77. 82. 
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toW2^& an accommodfttion with Pi^arro, but 
that he might train his new foldiers to the Ufa of 
arms, and accuftom them to the difcipline of a 
camp, before he led them againft a body 6f 
vi^korious vetCTans. Pizarro, intoxicated with 
the fuccefs which had hitherto accompanied his 
arms, and elated with having again near a 
thoufzmd men under his command, refufed to 
liften to any terms^ ahhough Cepeda, together 
with feveral of his officers, and even Carvajal ^ 
himfelf ", gave it as their advice to clofe with the 
prefidcnt^s offer of a general indemnity, and the 
revocation of the obnoxious laws \ Gafca 
haying tried in vain every expedient to avoid 
imbruing his hands in the blood of his country- 
men, began to move towards Cuzco^ at thd Dec. 29. 
head of iixteen hundred men* 

Pizarro, confident of viftory, fu£fered th^ fiothpartieg 
toyalifts to pafs all the rivers which lie between tattle. 
Guamanga and Cuzco wihout oppofitioHt and '54^* 
to advance within four leagues of that capital, 
flattering himfelf that a defeat in fuch a fituation 
as rendered efcape imprafticable would at once, 
terminate the war. He then marched out to 
meet the enemy, and Carvajal chofe his ground, 

« Sec NOTE XXVII. 

o Zarate, lib. vii. c. 6. Veg?., p. 11. lib. v. c. 27. 

and 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



a|« HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

,B o o fc 2nA made the difpofuion of the troqis with the 

1^ -^— ,_r difcerning ^ye, and profound laiowledge in the 
«S48- art of war confpicuous in all his pperations. As 
April 9, the two armies moved forwards flowjy to the 
charge, the appearance of e?ich,.was fingular. 
In that of Pizarro, compofei of men enriched 
with the fpoils of the moft opulept country 
in America, every officer, and almpfl: all the 
private men, wqre clothed in fluffs of (ilk, or 
brocade, embroidered with gold and filvj^r j . and 
their horfes, their arms, their ftandards, were 
adorned mih all the pride of milijary pwip ^ 
That of Gafca, though not fo fplendid^ exhibited 
what was no lefs ftriking. He himfelf^ accom* 
panied by the archbifhop of Lima» the ^ihppt 
V ^r Q^ito and Cuzco, and a great number of 
ecclefiaftics, marching along the lin^, blejfling 
the men, and encouraging them tp a refolute 
difchaxge of their duty. 

PijtuTo dc- When both armies were juft ready to engage^ 
bi?treops, Cepcda fet fpurs to hTs horfe, galloped oft*, and 
Surrendered himfelf to the prefident, Garcjlaflb 
»de la Vega, and other officers of note,, followed 
his example. The revolt of perfons in fuch 
high rank ftruck all with amazement. The 
mutual confidence on which the union and 



P Zarate, lib. vi. c if. 

ftrength 
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of armies depend^ . ceafed at once; book 
t)iftruft and confternaticm fpread from rank ^^/"^ 
to rank. Some fikntly flipped away, others »54'* 
threw down their arms, the greateft number 
Vrent over to the royalifts. Pi«arro, Carvajal, 
and fome leaders, employed authority, threats, 
and entreaties, to ftop them, but in vain* la 
lefs than half an hour, a body of men, whid^ 
might have decided the &te of the Peruvian 
empire, was totally difpearfed, , Pizarro, fedngall 
irretrievably loft, cried out in amazement Do a 
few oficers who ftiU faithfully adhered to hitn, 
** What remains for us to do ?" *' Let us 
rufti**^ replied one of them, " upon the enemy's 
firmed l3at^alion, and die like Romans." Dejeded 
with fuch a reverfc of fortune, he had not Ipirit 
to follow this foldierly counfel, and with a tiame* 
nefs dilgraceful to his^ former fame, he furren* *«keoj 
dered to one of Gafca's officers. Ctrvajal, 
endeavouring to efcape, viras overtak^i and^ 
fei2c4. 



Ga3Ca, happy in this bloodies vifioly* did ^^^ 
not ftain it with cruelty. Pizarro, Carvajal, and 
a fmall number of the moft diftingui(bed or 
notorious offenders, were puniflied capitally. 
Pizarro was beheaded on the day after he 
furrendered^ He fubmitted to his fate with a 
cof^npofed dignity, and feemed de&ipus to atont 

vol.. in. s ' by 
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By r^pcntaitc^ ftr the crimes whith ht Intd C6m- 
ihiftedv -"the cndt>f €arvkjal tirai ftiitaWe to his 
Kfev ^Oiihfetrfe! fie^offlrcd ho defetice. Whkii 
the fcrfteiice ^d^uaging' Tiim to be handed v^zi 
ptdnonrtceAy'hi fcarelefslyr^pMed,' " One cafi' 
die-t)Ut once.** During the interval betvj^eii 
*fte fentiinc^ /and eitedtitlon, he difcdvered tio 
^6gn feirftw- h( rettiorTeTor the paft, of of foKci- 
tnde^-^boQt thfe frffufe; fcoffing at kll who 
irifitcd hiih, in his'tifual fat<iaftic veiA of iliirth, 
'^vith the fame qmcknds of repartee and grofs 
pleafaittry as at any other period of his life. 
Cepfedi, more criminal than ather, ought to 
have ifhaired the fame fate; but the merit of 
having deferted his alfbciites at fuch a critical 
inomcnti attd tvith fuch decifive effeft, laved 
him frbm immediate punifhment. He was fent, 
howevfer, as a prifoner to Spain, and died in 
conflnMent^" 

In the minute detail which the contemporary 
hiftorians have given of the civil diflentions that 
riged in 'Peru, witli little intierruptioii, during 
len years-, many jrircumftances occur fo ftriking, 
and which, indicate fuch an uncommon ftate of 
manner*^ afs to merit partScirfar attention. 

H Zarate, lib. vii. c. '^ 7, 8., Goinara^ c. 185, 186; 
Vega, p. 1 1 . lib. V. c. $c^ &c. Fernandez, lib. ii. c. 86, &c. 

llerrera^'dec.'B. lib. ivl'c. 14, ice, 

Thovgh 
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Though the Spaniards ivho firft invaded bo or 
Peru were of the loweft order in fociety, and the '_ ^'\ _f 
greater part of thofe who afterwards joJaed them jj^'^J^. 
were perfons of defperate fortune, yet in. alt the i^'^^l^^^^ 
bodies of troops brought into the field by ifKi "^^^ «^ 
different leaders who contended for fuperiorityj 
not one man acled as a hired foldier, that 
follows his ftandard for pay. Every adventurer 
in Peru confidered hinlfelf as a conqueror,* 
entitled, by his fervicej, to an eftablifhment in . 
that country which had beea acquired by his 
valoun ' In the contefts between the tival' chiefs, 
each chofe his fide as he was directed by his own 
judgment or affections. He joined bis com- 
mander as a companion ' of his fortune, and 
difdained to degrade himfelf by receiving th6 
wages of a mercenary. It was to thtir fwoi-d, 
not to pre-^eminence in office, or nobility of birth, 
that moft of the leaders whom they followed 
were indebted for their elevation; and each of 
their adherents hoped, by the fame means, to 
open a way for himfelf to the pofleflion of 
power and wealth '. 

But though the troops in Peru ferved with- Armieiim- 
out any regular pay, they were raifed at immenfe ^*i!iiv/j"" 
expence. Among men accu domed to divide 

' Vega, Pi II. lib. iv. c. -38. 41* 

8 2 the 
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BOOK the fpoils of an opulent country, the defir« of 

v- v \^ obtaining wealth acquired incredible force^ * The 

'^♦'* ardour of purfuit augmented in prpportion to 

the hope of fuccefs. Where all were intent on 

the fame obje£l, and under the dominion of the 

fame paffion, there was but one mode of ^ning 

men, or of fecuring their attachment. Officers 

of name and influence, befides the promife 

of future eftablifliments, received in hand large 

gratuities from the chief with whom they engaged. 

Oon^alo Pizarro, in order to raife a thou£md 

men, advanced five hundred thoufand pefo^'. 

Gafca expended in levying the troops which he 

led againft Pizarro nine hundred thoufand pefos *• 

The diftribution of proper-ty, beftowed as the 

reward of fervices, was dill more exorbitant* 

and im- Cepeda, as the recompence of his perfidy and 

wards toln- addrcfs, in perfuading the court of royal audience 

dividual. ^^ gjyg ^j^g fanftion of its authority to the 

ufurped jurifdidion of Pizarro, received a grant 

of lands which yielded an annual income of a 

hundred and fifty thoufand pefos ". Hinojofa, 

who, by his early defeftion from Pizarro, and 

furrender of the fleet to Gafca, decided the fate 

of Peru, obtained a difl:rid of country aflfording 

• Fernandez, lib. il c* 54. 

* Zaratc> lib. yu, c. 10, Hcrrcra, dec, 8. lib. v, c. 7. 
" Coxnara, c. 164. 

twa 
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two hundred thoufand pfefos of yearly valued book 
While fuch rewards were deaft out to the priti- ^-- * ^ 
cipal officers, with more than royal munificence; «54'- 
proportional fhares were conferred upbn thofe 
of inferior rank. 

Such a rapid change of fortune prddaded its Their pro- 

1 rr rt • ' T t • t if* f"*'Oh and 

natural effetts. It gave birth to new wants, and luxury. 
new defires. Veterans, long accuftomed to 
hardftiip and toil, acquired of a fudden a tafte 
for profufe and inconfiderate diffipation, and in- 
dulged in all the excelTes of military licentfbuf- 
nels. 'The riot of low debauchery occupied 
fome J. a relifli for expenfive luxuries fpread 
among others*. The meaneft foldier,in feru 
would have thought hinifelf degraded by march, 
ixig^ on fgot ; and at a time when the prtces 
of horfes in that country were exorbitant,' each 
iniifled on being fumifhed with one before 
he would take the field. But though lefs 
patient,f;mder the fatigue and hardships of fervice, 
they were ready to face danger and death with 
as much intrepidity as ever; and animated by 
the hope of new rewards, they never failed, 
on the day of battle^ to difplay all their ancient 
yalouTt 

^ Vcgtf p. !!• lib. VI. c, 3. 

^ Herrcra, dec* 5. lib. ii. c $« dec. 8. lib. viii. c* I0« 

$ 3 Together 
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TdGETHER with their couragCy they retained 
all the ferocity by which they were originally 
Ttr(ltv,' 4iftinguilhed. Civil difcord never raged with a 
with which ipore fell fpirlt than among the Spaniards in 

theircon- m 11 t rr 1 • 1 

tefts were Peru. To all the paffions which ufually envenom 
"' contefts among countrymen, avarice was added, 
and rendered their enmity more rancorous. 
Eagernefs to feize the valuable forfeitures ex- 
peded upon the death of every opponent, fhut 
the door againft mercy. To be wealthy, was of 
itfelf fufficient to expofe a man to accufation, or 
to fubjeft him to punifliment. On the flighteft 
fufpicions, Pizarro condemned many of the 
moft opulent inhabitants in Peru to death. 
Carvajal, without fearching for any p;-etext to 
juftify his cruelty, cut off many more. The 
number of thofe who fuflfered by the hand of the 
executioner, was not much inferior to what fell 
in the field ^ ; and the greater part was con* 
demned without the formality of any legal trial. 



of iaith. 



sndwant Th]E Violence with which the contendinc: 
parties treated their opponents was not accQm- 
panied with its ufual attendants, attachment and^ 
fidelity to thofe with whom they afted. The 
ties of honour, which ought to b^ held ,iacre4 
gfpong foldiers, and the principle of integrity, 

y See NOTE XXVHI, ' 

. . inter-' 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HISTORY OF AMERICA*' 

interwoven as thoroughly in the Spanifh chara£ker 
^ in that of any nation, feem to have been 
equally forg9tten. Even regard for decency^ 
and the fenfi* of fliame, were totally loft. During 
their diiTentions, there was hardly a Spaniard ii^ 
Peru who did not abandon the party whicl) 
he had originally efpoufed, betray the affociates 
ynth whom he had united, and violate fhe 
engagements under which he had comp. Th§ 
viceroy Nugnez Vela was ruined by the treachery 
pf Cepeda and the ot^er judges of the royal 
audience, who were bound by the duties' of their 
fundion to h^ve fupported his authority. Thct 
chief advifers and companions of Gonzalo Pir 
zarro's revolt, were thefirft to forfake him, and 
fubmit to his enemies, ^iis fleet was given 
up to Gafca, by the man whom he had fmgled 
out among his officers to entruft with thaf 
important command. On the day that was 
to decide his fate, an army of veterans, in fight 
of the enemy, threw down their arms without 
ftriking a blow, and deferted a leader who had 
often condufted them to vidory. Inftances 
of fuch general and avowed contempt of the 
principles and obligations which attach man to 
man, and bind them together in focial union, 
rarely occur in hiftory. It is only where men 
are far removed from the feat of government^ 
where the reftraints of law and order are little 
$ 4 felt. 
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felt, where die profpedl of gain is unbounded^ 
and where immenfe wealth may corer the crimes 
by which it is acquired, that we can find 
any parallel to the levity, the rapadoufnefs^ the 
perfidy dnd corruption prevaleat amon^ the 
iSpanivds in PerUf 

Carcidc* On the death of Pizarrp, the malcontents ia 
p!<Sriwnt every corner of Peru laid down their arms,' and 
^en^f ^^ tranquillity feemed to be perfeftly re-eftablifhed. 
But two very interefling objects flill remained to 
occypy the prefident's attention. The one was 
to find immediately fuch employment for a 
|(nultitude of turbulent and daring adventurers 
with which the country was filied, as might 
prevent them from excidng new commotioi\$. 
The other, to beflow proper gratifications upon 
thofe to whofe loyalty and valour he had beeu 
indebted for his fyccefs. The formeir of thefc 
was in fome meafur^ accomplifhed, by appoint- 
ing Pedro de Valdivia to profecute the conquef^ 
of Chili ; and by empowering Diego Cepteno to 
ynderta^e the difcQvpry of the vafl regions border- 
ing on the river pe la f lata. The reputation of 
thofe leaders, together with the hopes pf acc^diiv 
f Dg wealth, and of ri^ng to confec^uence in^ fom^ 
vne:^plored country, alluring many of the moft 
Indigent and defperate foldiers to follow their 
(ta^d^ds, 4r9in«4 ^ na ipi^nfiderable por? 
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t!on of that mutmous fpirit which GafcaS b6o^^r 
dreaded. ^ > ^^ ^ 

' Ths latter was an affair of greater difficulty^ Hisdhri. 
and to be adjufted with a more attentive and c^mvy 
delicate hand. The repariimientos^ or allotments Suowm!! 
of lands and Indians which fell to be diftributed, 
in confequence of the death or forfeiture of the 
former pofleflbrs, exceeded two n^llions of pefos 
of yearly rent'. Gafca^ when now abfolute 
mailer of this immenfe property, retained the 
(ame difinterefted fentiments whkh he had 
originally prpfefled, and refiifed to referve the 
fmallefl: portion of it for himfelf, Bu'k the num- 
ber of claimants was great; and whilft the 
vanity or avarice of every individual fixed the 
value of his own fervices, and eftimated the re-- 
compence which he thought due to him, the 
pretenfions of each were fo extraviigant, that it 
was impoffible to fatisfy all. Gafca liftened 
to them one by one, with the moft patient 
attention; and that he might have leifure to 
weigh the comparative merit of their feveral 
claims with accuracy, he retired, with the arch- 
bifliop cf Lima and a fingle fecretary, to a 
village twelve leagues from Cuzco. There he 
fpeQt feveral days in allotting to each a diftri£l 



* Vega, p. II. Ilk. HI. e. 4, 
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9 o o K ff lands ftnd aumber of Indians, ia proportion ta' 
Vi— ^.^ his idea of their pad fervices and future ioij 
'^♦^ portance. But that he might get beyond the 
reach of the fierce ftorm of clamour and rage, 
which he forefaw would burft out on the public 
^tion of his decree, notwithftanding the impartial 
equity with which he had framed it, he fet out 
for ^ima, leaving the indrument of partition 
fesded up, with orders not to open it for fomc 
^ys after his departure. 

Aug. 14* . The indignation excited by publifliing the 
tent k <^I decree of partition was not lefs than Gafca^ had 
*^* .cxpeded. Vanity, avarice, emulation, envy, 
ihs^me, rage, and. all the other pafTions which 
mofl vehemently agitate the minds of men when 
both their honour and their intereft are deeply 
affefted, confpired in adding to it^ violence. 
It broke out with all the fury of military in- 
folence. Calumny, threats, and curfcs, were 
poured out openly upon the prefidcnt. He was 
accufed of ingratitude, of partiality, and of 
injuflice. Among foldiers prompt to aftion, 
fuch feditious difcourfe would have been foon 
followed by deeds no lefs violent, and they 
already began to turn their eyes towards fome 
difcontented leaders, expefting them to (land 
forth in redrefs of their wrongs. By fome 
vigorous interpofitipn|S. of gpveriun^nt, a timely 

check 
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eheck was given to this mutinous fpirit, and the book 
danger of another civil war was averted for the .^ ^ - , ^' .,._| 
pr€fent\ , ^ »54«- 

Gasca, howe\^er, perceiving that the flame j^^'J^Jf* 
wais fiippreffed rather than extinguilhed,, laboured Wifliesordtr 
with the utmoft affiduity to foothe the malcon« nknt, 
tents, by beftowing large gratuities oh fome, 
by promifing repartimientos, when they fell 
vacant, to others, and by careffing and flattering 
all. But that the public fecurity might reft 
on a foundation more ftable than their good 
aflfedlion, he endeavoured to ftrengthen th$ 
hands of his fucceflbrs in office, by re-eftabliili* 
ing the, regular adminiftration of juftice in every 
part of the empire. He introduced order and 
fimpHcity into the mode pf coHefting the royal 
revenue. He iflUed regulations concerning the 
treatment of the Indians, well calculated to . 
proteft tliem irom oppreflion, and to provide for 
tbfeir infttuftioa in the principles of religion, 
without depriving, the Spaniards of the benefit 
acci*uing from their labour. Having now ac- '55o* 
COTiplifli^ fsvery.obj^ of his miffion, Gafca, 
Jonging :to return again to a private ftation, 

r • Zar^te, Jib. m q. 9. Gomara, c, 187. Vega, p. j i, 
lib. vii. c. I, &c, Fernandez, p. i|. lib. i. c. 1, &c. Her« 
fcra, dec. 8. lib. iv. c. 17, &c. 

corn- 
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committed the government of Peru to the court 
of audience, and fet out for Spain. As, during 
the anarchy and turbulence of the four laJI* 
aod feu out years, there had been no remittance made of the 
royal revenue, he carried ivith him thirteen hun- 
dred thoufand pefos of public money, which 
the oeconomy and order of his adminiftratioii 
€9fiabled him to fave, after paying all the expences 
of the war. 

fesrecepJ He was received in his native country with 
lion there, uj^iyerfal admiration of his abilities, and of his 
Virtue. Both were, indeed, highly confpicuous. 
Without army, or fleet, or public funds ; with a 
trsun fo fimple, that only three thoufand ducats 
were expended in equipping him*", he fet out to 
oppofe a formidable rebellion. By his addrefs 
^ and talents he fupplied all thofe defefts, and 
. feemed to create inftruments for executing his 
defigns. He acquired fuch a naval force, as 
gave him the command of the fea. He raifed a 
body of men able to cope with the veteran 
bands which gave law to Peru. He vanquifhed 
their leader, on whofe arms victory had hitherto 
attended, and in place of anarchy and ufurpa* 
tion, he eftabliflied the government of laws, and 
the authority of the rightful fovereign. But die 

^ Fernandezi lib. il. c. i8. 
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praife beftowed on hi^ abilities was exceeded 
by that which his virtue merited. After refiding 
fti a country where wealth prefented allurep- *55o« 
ments which had feduced every perfon who had 
liitherto poffeffed power there, he returned from 
that trying ftation with integrity not only un- 
tainted but unfufpefted. After diftributing 
among his countrymen poiTeffions of greater 
extent and value than had ever been in the 
difpofal of a fubjeft in any age or nation, he 
Kmfelf remained in his original ftate of poverty j 
and at the very time when he brought fuch 
a large recruit to* the royal treafury, he was 
obliged to apply by petition for a fmall fum 
to difcharge fome petty debts which he had 
contrafted during the courfe of his fervice% 
Charles was not infenfible to fuch difmterefted 
merit. Gafca was received by him with the 
jnoft difUnguiihing marks of efteem, and being 
promoted to the bifhopric of Palencia, he paffed 
the renudnder of his days in the tranquillity 
of retirement, refpeded by his country, honoured 
by his fovereign, and beloved by all. 

NoTwixHSTANDiNO all Gafca's wife regula- 
tions, the tranquillity of Peru was not of long 
continuance. In a country, where the autho- 
rity of government had been almoft forgotten 

^ MS. penes mc. 

during 
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during the long prevalence of anarchy and 
mifrule, where there were difappointed leaders 
'55«' ripe for revolt,, and feditious foldiers ready to 
follow them, it was not difficult to raife com- 
buftion. Several fucceffive infurreftions defo- 
lated the country for fome years. But as thofe, 
though fierce, were only tranfient ftorms, excited 
rather by the ambition and turbulence of par** 
ticular men, than by general or public motives, 
the detail pf them is not the obje£t of this, 
hiftory. Thefe commotions in Perui like every 
thing of extreme violence either in the natural 
t or political body, were not of long duration^ 
.and by carrying off the corrupted humours 
which had given rife to the diforders, they 
x:ontributed in the end to ftrengthen the fociety 
which at firft they threatened to deftroy. During 
their fierce contefts, feVeral of the firft invaders 
of Peru, and many of thbfe licentious adven- 
turers whom the fame of their fuccefs had 
allured thilher, fell by each other's hands. 
Each of thje parties, as they alternately prevailed 
in the ftruggle, .gradually cleared the country 
of a number of turbulent fpirits, by executing, 
profcribing, or banifliing their opponents. Men 
lefs enterprifmg, lefe defperate, and more ac- 
cuftomed to move in the path of fober and 
peaceable induftry, fettled in Peru; and the 
royal authority was gradually eftabliftied as firmly 
there as in the other Spanifli colonies. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



TH£ 

HISTORY 



OF 



A M E R I C A, 



BOOK VII. 




A s theconqueft of the two great empires of 
*^ Mexico and Peru forms the moft fplendid 
and interef^ing period in the hiftory of America, 
a view of. their political inftitutions, and a. 
defcription of their national manners, will exhibit 
the human fpecies to the contemplation of in* 
telligent obfervers in a very Angular ftage of it^ 
progrefe*. 



. When compared with other parts of the New Mexico anJ 

World, Mexico and Peru may be confidered as ^uhlJ" 

jjolilhcd ftates. Inftead of fmall, independent, p/J^*'^ 
hoftile tribes, ftruggling for fubfiftence amidft 



America* 



» Sec NOTE XXIX. 

woods 
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BOOK woods and marlhes, ftrangers to induftry aftd 
arts, unacquainted with fubordination, and almoft 
without the appearance of regular government, 
we find countries of great extent fubjefted to 
the dominion of one fovereign, the inhabitantar 
coUefted together in cities, the wifdom and 
forefight of rulers employed in providing for the 
maintenance and fecurity of the people, the 
empire of laws in fome meafure eftablifhed, the 
authority of religion recognized, many of the 
arts eflential to life brought to fome degree 
of maturity, and the dawn of loch as are 
ornamental beginning to appear, 

Tbcirinfo- ^ BuT if the comparifon be pade with the 

tS^Mt^M people of the ancient continent, the inferiority 

d«^*c2S"ti. ^f America in improvement will be confpicupus,- 

'^'^' :tnd neither the Mexicans nor Peruvians will be 

entitled to rank with thofe nations which merit 

the name of civilized. The pcsdple of both the 

great empires in America, like the rude tribes 

around them, were totally unacquainted with the 

ufeful metals, and the progrefs which* they had 

made in extending their .dominion over the . 

animal creation was inconffderable. The Mexi* 

cans had gone no farther than to tame and rear 

turkeys, ducks, afpecies of fmall dogs and n^bit8\ 

^ H^rrcra, ice. ii, lib. tiL c. IS* 

By 
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By thn feeble eifay of ingenti&y, the xneaM ^ ^ ^ ^ 
of fubfiftence were rendered fomewhat morel * /_j 
plenti&l and fecure, than when men depend 
Iblely on huntings bat they had no idea of 
attempting to fubdue the more robuft animals^ 
or of deriving any aid from their miniftry in 
carrying on works of labour. The Peruvians 
feem to have negle£ted the inferbr animals^ 
and had not rendered any of them domeftic 
except the duck i but they were more fortunate 
in taming the Llama> an animal peculiar to their' 
oountry^ of a form which bears fome refemblance 
to a deer^ and fome to a camel, and is of a fize^ 
fomewhat larger than a iheep. Under the pro^ 
tefUon of man, this fpedes multiplied greatly* 
Its wool fumiflied the Peruvians with clothings 
its fiefli with &)od. It wasr even employed as 
a beaft of burden, and carried a moderate bad 
wkh much patience and dociittyS It was 
never ufed for draught ; and the breed being 
cotkfinfid.to the mountainous country^ its fervice^ 
if We may judge by incidents which occur in 
the early Spanifh writers, was not very exteniive 
among the Peruvians in their original ftate. 

In tracing tiie line by which nations proceed 
towards civitiTation, the difcovery of the ufefiil 

* Vegfty p. I. lib* rttt. c. i6* Zaraiet lib. 1 c. 14. 

VOL. II u T metals. 
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^90 K inetals, and the acqiiifition of diiiiiiitikm.^i^dt 

i^ - "y ' - ^ tjie ammal creation, have:been marked as fbe^ 

of. capital impoortanceim their progref$. ' Mi^nr 

icontinent, long after men had attaif^d both^ 

fociety continued in that ftate which is denomi* 

nated barbarous. Even with all that command . 

over nature which thefe confer, many ages 

elapfe, before iiiduftry becomes 16 regular as 

to render - fubfiftence fecure, . before the, atta 

wh^h fupply the, w^nts and furoiib the acecw^ 

mod^tions of life are brought to any confi^erabte 

degree of perfeftion, and before ,.any idea /is 

; concdved of various inftitutions requifite in « 

\ weltordered fociety* The Mexicans and Pmi^ 

\viims, rwithout knowledge of the ufeful metals^ oit 

^he aid of don&eftic animals, laboured under 4i& 

* advantages which muft have gi^atly retard6<fi 

their progrefs, and in their highcft' ftate of *im- 

provemeflt their power was fo limited, and thilf 

operations fo feeble, that they can hardly 4i6 

confidered as having advanced beyoftd thte tn^ 

femcy of civil life. . ' * - '^ 

yicwof the After, this general obfervation concerning tb* 

mititutions ° , ^ o 

and man- moft fingular and diftinguifliing circumftance i^ 

^lersofeach. , rL ri , , ... . • 

the ttate or both the great empires m AmenW, I 
flialL endeavour to give f»ch a view of- the fe€to^ 
ftituuon and interior police of each, as itmy 
enable us to afcertain theiT place in* thepoliti^ii 

fcale. 
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Cfiale, to aUot- them their proper ftatkm between book 
the rude ttibes in the New World, and the u,»^^.l.,^ 
poUfted flates of the amtietit, and to determine 
bow faa: they* had rifen above the former, as well 
513: how muidi they fell below the latten 

, Mexico was firft fubredied to the Spanifli W^rfca 

J ^ ^ * information 

crown* But our • acquaintance with its laws concerning 
and manners is not, from that circumilance^ Mexico. 
more compl^ie. What- 1 have temarked con- 
cerning the defedive and inaccurate informaition 
en which we mufl: rely with rcfpeO: to Hat 
Qondidon and^cuiloms of. the favage tribes in 
4iin^rica, may be applied lik^wife 10 our know-^ 
kdge of the Mexican empire. Cqrtes, «ndthe 
ri^gious adventurers who aceompianied.him, 
\^ nat leifure or capacity to cnrioh either civil 
o^' f natural hjftory with new ohfervations. They , 
^p4?rtpok th^r expedition inqueft of one objedi, 
^ggd /jCeep^d hardly to haye turned their eyes 
tftWar:^ aiiiy other* Or, if during fome fhort 
interval of tranquillity, when the occupations of 
war ceafed, and the ardour of plunder was; 
lqfpended» the inftitutions and manners of the 
pec^Ie whom they had invaded, drew their 
attention, the inquiries oC illiterate foldiers were 
conduced with fo little lagacity and. predfion, 
tj^t the accounts . given by them of thei policy and 
^/tdjEir a(tabliihed in tbe Mexican monarchy are 
^ T a fuper/ 
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B o p k fuperficial, confufed, and mexplicabfe. ft' 1» 
rather from incidents which th6y telate oecafiM^^^ 
a]ty, than from their o\fm dedu&ions aad 
remarks, that we late enabled to form fdttMJ 
idea of the genmi and manners of that peopte* 
The obfcurity in which the ignorance of its 
conquerors involved the annals of Mexico, ^s 
augmented by the fuperftition of thofe whOF 
fucceeded them. As the memory of paft event* 
was prefefved among the Mexicans by fi^m' 
pdnted on (kins^ on cotton doth, on a kind <X 
pafteboard, or dn the bark of trees, the early 
tmfEonarJes, tmable to comprehend their mean« 
ing, and ftruck with their uncouth forms, con- 
ceived them to be monument* of idolatry wkiih. 
Ought to be deftroyed, in order to facffitat'e the 
converllon p£ the Indians, In obedience to an 
edi£t iflued by Juan de Zummaraga,. a Francifcah. 
monk, the firft bifliop of Mexico, as maxiy^ 
records of the ancient Mexican ftory as coold be 
collefted were committed to the 8am^. to 
cojifequence of this fanatical zeal of the monk^ 
who firft vifited New Spain (which then* fucceflbrs 
loon began to lament), whatever knowledge of 
remote events fuch rude monuments contained 
was almoft entirely 16ft, and no information 
temahied concerning the ancient revolutions and 
poHcy of the empire^ but what was derived frpm 
traditiojti, or from fome fragm^ts <s( their 

hiftorical 
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I^O^oQcal .pjoiitjog^ that efcaped the barbarous Bpoic 
rjesfeffch«8 of Zummaraga''. From the expe- sJH^Lj^ 
rHBBpe pJF all natipn^ it is manifeft, that the 
i]^,nu)ry of p^ft tranfaftions can neither be long 
pr^ferved^ nor be tranfmitied with any fidelity, ' 
by tradition* The Mexican paintings, which are, 
fuppofed to have ferved as aniiak of their empire, 
^f^ few in number, and of ambiguous meaning* 
Thus, amidft the uncertainty of the former, and.^ 
tlic olpfcurity of the latter, we mufl: glean what 
imel|ig§nce can be collected from the fcantjr 
ipterials fcattered in the Spanifh writers •* , * 

*^^co^, lib. VI. c, 7. Tdtqucm. Proem, lib. ii. lib. ili. 

.^ * Jn the firft cditioDi I obferved that in corifequence of 
the deftru6lion of the ancient Mexican pamtings^ oeeiiioaed 
iJy' ihe zeal of Zummaraga,- i«rhat<^<?r knowkdge they 
xiS^h»:9tb cQftveyed was mitfly loft. Every camdid reader 
jttdAf-xtetr p^c^Lved that the expreffion was inaccuvat^ \ at 
ism few Jioea afterwards I mention fome ancient paintings to 
te ftill extant.^ M< Clavigero, not fatisfied with laying hold 
of this inaccuracy, which I corrcfted iii the- ruVTequen't 
^ditfoiiSy labours to render it more faring, by the manner ixk 
whic^ he qitotes the remaining part of th^ fentence. He 
Igf^i^^ with great afperity the account which I gave of 
tbe.fcan^y materials for writing the ancient hiftory of Mexico* 
Vol. 1. Account of Writers, p. xxvi. Vol. II. 380. My 
words/ hdwevef, arc almoft the fame Mrith thofe^of Torqise- 
iWdki ^o f«ema to have been b/Htfr acquaipted witjb the 
aof^t tapni^ftwtf 9f tb^ Mexjisjan^ t^an any SpaniOi 
? . T 3 author 
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BOOK According to the account of the ^Mexicans 
themfelves, their empire was not of long duration. 
Their country, as they relate, was originally 

monarchy. pofleiTed, rathcf than peopled, by fmall inde- 
pendent 



author whofc works I have feen. Lib. xiv, c. 6. M. Clavi- 

gero himfelf gives a defcription of the deftruftion of ancient 

paintings in almoft the fame terms I have ufed ; and meri- 

tionty as an additional reafon of there* being fo fmall ^ 

number of ancient paintings known to the Spaniards^ that 

the natives have become fo folicitous to preferve and conceal 

them, that it is " difficult, if not impoffible, to make them 

^«'part with one of them." Vol. I. 407. II. 194. No 

point can be more afcertained than that few of the Mexican 

Wftorical paintings have been prcfcrvcd. Though federal 

Spaniards have carried on inquiries into the antiquities of the 

Mexican empire, no engfravinjg;8 from Mexican paintings 

have been communicated to the public, except thofe by 

Purchas, Gemelli Carreri, and Lorenzana. It affords me 

fome fati8fa6^ion, that in the courfe of my refearches, I have 

difcovered two coUedions of Mexican paintings which were 

unknown to former inquirers. The cut which I pubKftiied 

is an exa(^ copy of the original, and gives no high idea of 

the progrcfs which the Mexicans had made in the art of 

painting. I cannot conje6lure what could induce M. Clavi- 

gero to exprefs fome diflatisfaftion with me for having 

publiihed it without the fame colours it has in the original 

painting, p. xxix. He might have recojlefted, that neither 

Purchas, nor Gemelli Carreri, nor Lorenzana, thought it 

neceflary to colour the prints which they have publiftied, 

and they have never been cenfured on that account. He 

|nay reft ^ifured, that though the colours' in the pajntings ia 

the 
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pendent tribes, whofe mode of life and manner ^ o o k 



m 



? 



refembled thofe of the rudefl favages which we 
have defcribed* But about a period correfpdnd- 
Hig to the beginning of the tenth century in the 
Chriftian fcta, feveral tribes moved in fucceffive 
migrations from unknown regions towards the 
north and north-weft, and feuled. in. different 
provinces of Anahuac^ the antient name of New 
Spain, Thefe, more civilized than the original 
inhabitants, began to form them to the arts of 
focial life. At length, towards the commence-^ 
irtent of thfe thirteenth century^ the Mexicans, a/ 
people more poliflied tharl any of the former, 
advanced from the border of the Californiaa 
gulf, and look poffefTion of the plains adjacent to 
the great lake near the centre of the country* 



the Impcnal Library are remarkably bnght, tbcy arc laid on 
without art* and without ** any of that regard to Hgbt 
" andihade, ortheiruL'sof pcrfpeftivej^'which M. Clavlgero 
Kijiiires, Vol. II-37S, If the public: cxprefs any dciire to 
have tbe feven painiirrgs itJll in my polTdHon engraved, I am 
ready to communicate them. The pnirt publiJlitd by GemelH 
Carrerit of the route of the ancient Mexicans vvhcu they 
travelled towards the lake oii whit:h tbey built the capital of 
tlieir empire, Churcbillt VoL IV- p. 481. is tbe moil ftniihed 
, nionumeut of art brought from the New World, and yet a 
very flight infpeftion of it will faitsfy every one, tliat the 
anoals of a nation conveyed la this manner muft be very 
meagre and imperfect. ^ 

T 4 After 
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BfQid'tt Aftiu rtfiding there about fifty ynnv' tbtf 
^^^l ^^^ ji founded a town,.fince difttnguiOiediby the nanwf 
Qf Me^djcoj which from humble beginning^ foosi 
giew to be the mcA confiderable city in the Nm«^ 
Wo^rld. The Mexicans^, long after they \rere 
eftabliibed in their lusw poflc^ns^ continued^ 
y Uke . other martial tribes in America^, tmac* 

<]uaintfid with regal ^dominion^ and were ^go^ 
Terned in peace> and conduced in war^ by fuc^ 
as. w^re entitled to pre-emiaenqe by their li^dom; 
or their valour. But among them, as in. ctthciD 
ftates whofe power and territories bi9CPi»e tntaH 
(ve, the fupi^me authority centered at laft ia 
afingleperfon > and when the Spaniards »ndett 
Cortes.invaded the country, Montezuma was thft 
ninth noupmarcK in order who had fwayed tjw 
Mexican^ fceptre^ not by hereditary right, but by 
cleftioUf ^ . ^ 

Vc^recent, SucH is the traditional tale of the Mexicans, 
cpncerning th? progrefs of their own empirq^. 
According to this, its duration was very ihoTt,> 
From the firft migration of their parent tribfe^ 
they can reckon little more than three hundred: 
years, From the eftablifliment of monarcbica} 
government, not above a hundred and thirty 
years, according to one account •, or 4 hundred 



• Acoft, Hift, lib. Yii. e. S, Sec 



and 
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$pAnifittf-feym:^ according to anotbetr coiti^ ^^^^ 
putatiott^ had elapftd. If, on on^ hand, w6: 
foppofe the Mexican ftate to have been of 
higher antiquity, and to have fubfifted duHiig 
6ich a kngth of time as the Spanifh accounts of 
its civili^^ion would naturally lead us to coHi^ 
chide, it is difficult to conceive how, among a 
people wiio po0efled the art of recording events 
by pidures, and who confidered it as an efiential 
part of their national education, to teach their 
d)ildren to repeat the hiftorical fongs which 
etiebrated the exploits of their anceftors *, the 
kno^edge of pail tranfadions fhould be fo 
Sender and limited. If, on the other hand, wer 
adopt their own fyftem with tefpeft ' to tho 
^ttquities of their nation, it is no lefe difficult td 
account either for that improved ftate of fociety, 
or for the extenfive dominion to which their 
empire had attained, when firft vifited by the 
Spaniard^. The infancy of nations is fb long, 
and, dven when every circiimftance Is favourable 
to their progrefs, they advance fo flowfy towards . 
any maturity of ftrength or policy, that the' 
re<?ent origin of the Mexicans feems to be a 
(Irong prefumption of fome exaggeration, in the 



' Piurcbas Pilgr. iii. p. 1068, &cv 
s Hcrrtra, dct. 3, lib. ii. c. iB* 
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BOOK fplendid fiefcriptions which have been giwn of 
1^ / _r their government and manners. 

Faas which But it is not by theory or conjeftures that 
progrcfsin hiftory decidcs with regard to the ftate or 
civj »2*tion. ^ijj^yj^^^gj.' Qf nations. It produces fads as the 

foundation of every judgment which it ventures 
to pronounce. In coUeOing thofe which muft 
regulate our opinion in the prefent inquiry, fome 
occur that fugged an idea of confiderabie pro-, 
grefs in civihzation in the Mexican empire, and 
others which feem to indicate that.it had ad- 
vanced but little beyond the favage tribes around 
it. Both (ball be exhibited to the view of 
the reader, that, from comparing thetn, he may 
determine on which, fide the evidence prepon-? 
derates. 



The right In the Mexican empire, the right of private 
fuify^cftl!^ property was perfeiSlly underftood, .ai)d efta- 
**^^**' bliftied in its full extent. Among feveral favage 
tribes, we have feen, that the idea of a title to 
the feparate and exclufive poffeflion of any 
objeQ: was hardly known ; and that among all, 
it was extremly limited and ill-defined. But m 
Mexico, where agriculture and induftry had 
made fome progrefs, the diftinSion between 
property in land and property in goods had 

taken 
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taken place/^ Both might be transferred froni boojc 
one pierfon to another by fale or barter; both 
might defcend by inheritance. Every^ perfon 
who could be denominated a freeman had pro- 
perty in land. This, however, they held by 
various tenures. Some poffeffed it in full right, 
and it defcended to their heirs. The title of 
others to their lands was derived from the 
office or dignity which they enjoyed ; and when 
deprived of the latter, they loft poffeffion of the 
former. Both thefe modes of occupying land 
were* deemed noble, and peculiar to citizen? 
of the higheft clafs. The tenure, by which the 
great body of the people held their property^ 
was very different. In every diftrid a certain 
quantity of land was meafured out in proportion 
to the number of families. This was cviltivated 
by the joint labour of the whole j its produce was 
depofited in a common ftorehoufe, and divided 
among tl^em according to their refpeftive exi- 
gencies. The members of th^ Calpullee^ or 
affocifitions, could not alienate their fhare of t}i^ 
common eftate ; it was an indivifible permanent 
property, deftined for the fupport of their 
families *". In confequence of this diftribution of 
the territory of the ftate, every man had an 

. ** Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 15. Torquem. Mon. Iiid. 
iik xiv. G. 7. Corita, MS. 
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jS4 history of AMERICA.^ 

Fooit- intereft in its weUare, and the htpplaeft bf 
«a;^L^ the individual was ccmneAtd with the pubMe' 
fccutity. ' ^ 

The nam* ANOTHER ftritinff cifcumftance, which cBAm« 

l)er and o ' 

greataefs of guiflics the Mcxican empire from thofe nations 
in America we have already defcribed, is the 
number and greatnefs of its cities. Whife 
fo£iety continues in a rude (late, the wants of 
men are fo few, and they ftand fo little in need 
of mutual ailiftance, that their inducements to 
crowd together are extremly feeble. Their 
induftry at the fame time is fo imperfeft, that 
it caniioft fecure fttbfittence for any confiderablc 
liutnber of families fettled in one fpot. Thejr 
Hve dilperfed, at this period, from choice as wdf 
fts from neceffity, or at the utmoft aflemble irt 
fmall hamlets on the banks of the river whicfif 
fupplics them with food, or on the border df 
fbme plain left open by nature, or cleared fjj 
then' own labour. The Spaniards, accuftomed 
to this mode of habitation among all the favagg 
tribes with which they were hitherto acquainted^ 
were aftonifhed, on entering New Spain, to 
find the natives refiding in towns of fuch extent 
as refembled thofe of Europe. In the firft 
fervour of their admiration, they compared Zem- 
poalla, though a town only of the fecond or 
third fize, to the cities of greateft note in their 
3 own 
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cwncouwry. rWhen, afterwards, they vlfhedia ^^J^<>:^ 
fucajffiou Tlafcala, Cholula, Tacuba,;TeKeucoi" 
and Mexico, itfelf, their amazement increafed £? 
much^ that It led them to convey ideas of their 
sx^ignitude and populoufnefs bordering on what 
is incredible. Even when there is Idfure for 
obfervation, and no intereft that leads to deceive, 
^njei^tural eftimates of the number of people in 
qti^ are extremely loofe^ and ufually much 
exaggerated* It is not furprifrng, then, that 
Cortes and his companions, little accuftomed to 
fuch computations, and powerfully tempted to 
ciagnlfy, in order to exalt the merit of their 
own difcoveries and conquefts^ Ihould have been 
betrayed into this common error, and have. 
I^f^ their defcriptions confiderably above truths 
Epr this reafon, fome confiderable abatement 
9ji;^t to be made from their calculations of the 
ip^nxber of inhabitants in the Mexican cities, 
ajQ4 we may fix the Itandard of their population 
lauch lower than they have donej but ftill they 
wiU appear to be cities of foch confi^uenpe^ ^ 
are 9ot,to be found but among people who have 
fl^de fbrne confiderable progrefs in the arts of 
' fecial life \ Fron^ their accounts, we can hardly 
ffappok Mexico, the cajntal of the empire, tq 

.[.... 'See NOTE XXX. . 

, , V . -^ . ■ ' • ' have 
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BOOK have contained fewer than fixty thoufanA in* 

habitants* 



Thefcpara- The fepatation of pTofeflioBs amdnfiT the 

tion of pro* , , , 

feffions. Mexicans is a fymptora of improvement no left 
remarkable. Arts, in the early ages of fociety^ 
are fo few and fo fimple, that each xnan m 
fufficiently mafter of them all, to gratify every 
demand of his own limited defires. » Th^ Ravage 
can foim his bow, point his arro\vs, rear bia 
hut, and hollow his canoe, without calling in the 
aid of any hand more Ikilful than his, owa* 
Time mud have augmented the wants. of n^ea^ 
and ripened their ingenuity, before the pro* 
cjuclions of, art became fo complicated in ^tlieir 
ftrudure, or fo curious in their fabric, limit \aL 
particular courfe of education was r^nifit^iito?' 
wards forming the artificer to expertnefeiaicoii*- 
trivance and workmanfhip. In proportion jq« 
refinement fpreads, the diftinftion of profcffions' 
increafea, and they branch out into m4)Te mt^i 
merous and minute fubdivifions. Amqng thCi 
Mexicans, this feparation of the arts neceffary-isi 
life had taken place to a confiderable extenv 
The functions of the mafon, the weaver, th^* 
gpldfmith, the painter, and of feveral othei: 
crafts, were carried on by different perfons. 
Each was regularly inftrufted in his callingr 

' To 
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tfo it alone his induftry was confined ; and, by book. 
afliduous application to one objeft, together with • / ^ 
the perfevering patience peculiar tor Americans, 
Aeir artizalis attained to a degree of neatnefs 
and perfedion in work, far beyond what could 
have been expeded from the rude tools which 
they employed. Their various produ£tions .were 
brought into comimerce ; and by the ex;change 
of thefm in the ftated markets held in the cities> 
not only were their mutual wants fupplied '', in 
filch orderly intercourfe as charafterizes an im-* 
proved ftate of fociety, but their induftry was 
daily reiidered perfevering and inventive. 

" The* diftinction of ranks eftabJifhed in the Thcdminc* 

iwjr • * - 1 i rt tionof 

Mexican- empire is the jiext circtinmance that ranks. 
merits? atlfention. In furv eying the favage tribes^ 
of America^ we obferred, that confcioufnefs of 
equality, ' and iinpatlence of fubordination, are 
fentiments. natural to man in the infancy of civil' 
We. During peace, the authority of a fuperior 
is hardly felt among them, and even in war it is 
but ^little acknowledged. Strangers to the idea, 
of property, the difference in condition refulting 
from the inequality of it is unknown. Birth of 
titles confer no pre-eminence; it is only by 

• ^ Cortes Relat. |p. RamuC iji. 239, &c. Gom. Cron.. 
c. 7^. Torquem. lib. xiii. c. 34. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vii. 
c. 15, &c. ' 

V .. perfonal 
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ptiMkd merir aiid accompfifliments that di^fldi 
tkm can be acquired* The fbrns of fodety w^sf 
Ivry diftreot among the Mexicans« The great 
body of the pei^Ie wu^ in a moft humiliating 
ftate* A confidcralde nnn^er, blown by ^ 
name of Majeques^ nearly refembHng in con- 
dition thoiie pealants -who, under various denomi- 
sations, were confidef ed, during the preralence 
of th^ feudal fyftrni, as inftrumehts of labouf 
attached to the fiuL The Mayeques could not 
change their place of reiidence without per<* 
miffion of the fuperior on whom they depended* 
They were conveyed^ together wkh the lands on 
which they were fettled, from one proprietor 
to antXher; and were bound to cultivate the 
ground^ and to perform feveral kinds of fervile 
work'. Others were reduced to the (oweft 
form of f«t)jedion, that of domefUe fervitude^ 
and felt the utmoft rigour of that wretched ftate« 
Their condition was held to be fa Ttle, and their 
lives deemed to be of fo Kttlc value, that a per- 
foh who killed one of thefe flares was not fub- 
je£ted to any punifliment*. Even thofc con- 
fidered as freemen were ti^ated by their haughty 
brds as beings of an inferior fpedes. The 
nobles, po&flbd of ample territories, were divided 

J Hcrrera, dec. 3, lib. ir, c. 17. % Corita, MS. 
» Herrcra, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 7, 

into 
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into various claffes^ to each of which peculiar ^ ^J^ ^ 
titles of horK)Lir belonged. Some ot thefe titles, 
like their lands, defcended from father to fon in 
perpetual fuccefiion. Others were annexed to 
particular offices, or conferred during life as 
marks of perfonal diftinftion''. The monarch, 
exalted above all, enjoyed extenfive power, and 
fupreme dignity. Thus the diftinftion of ranks 
was completely edablifhed, in a line of regular 
fubordinationj reaching from the higheft to the 
loweft member of the community. Each of 
thefe knew what he could claim, and what 
he owed- The people, who wercnot allowed to 
wear a drefs of the fame fafhion, or to dwell in 
^ houfes of a form iimilar to thofe of the nobles, 
accofted them with the utmoft fiibmtllive re^ 
verence. In the prcfence of their foYereign, 
they durll not lift their eyes from the groood, or 
look him in the face"- The nobles themfeives, 
when admitted to an audience of their fovereign, 
entered bare-footed, m mean garments, and, as 
hia Haves, paid liim homage approaching to 
adoration. Ihis refped due from inferiors to 
thofe above them in rank, was prefcribed with 
fuch ceremonious accuracy, that it incorporated 
with the language, and intluenced its genius and 

" Herrcra, dec, 3. lib. iv. c. 15. Corita, MS. 
• Hdrrera, d^c« 3« lib* ik c. 14^ 
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o^^i||i^ of .9^ i^ >^ k^er -l^ecf , when ftflviiE^ 

^ >K|A^* ; '^' ^- ^y "^ fydaksy .vdiklr-tii»$ 
^d, ^(|. fl«ftU^()n oi.vegakai gcMremnteati IttBe 
Q)m)}4ed,iptQ S^iw^ thU. «e find f\iah«i erdoBly: 
^irai]^fni^,<>f^ m«ni.i«to difienmti raad^-aoifc 
%p^j^[$^,^t(^mlPA pud to.tlieui ymmkiAsf»i^v 
. . ■ ' . . . . J ^i ■. 'f> 'i- 

d^xijiffk>Oi^,(^l,t^^ sad ite^o^iii^utb^ 

a<;cui9to a^d^ppmr^^^^fMHf^ tSiat it k di&wi^d&f 

Ifff^^i^o^ .^Someumw they repr^fem (ihe^rbDoMT 
Qgr^ of .MfsucQ a$ abfoiyt^, jdeci^iiif awdrdv 
k^ (to 'their .plea^e^ with relpe^. .to«May^* 
<3|»ei7ition of the ftate. ■ On other oo^G^m^y 
we dii^ovcr the traces of eilablUbed^itoJljMto^. 
, and Iaiy8^. Itamal m <»rd« to^drcumfctihecite' 

power of ^he oown, and wft meet with rights 
•and privaeges of the nobles which feem Vii be 



k Sec- NOTE. XXXL 
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e)ipoiidwal IxmieM ik^AA its encroachti^M« ^'^^ 
lUk^peaianoemfiniMinfiftency h^tfi^ i r: y f » J 

iimtcndb& to the ihQovatkms of Monv^ma 
a||toi th< Mezieaii jkiKcy. EBs aQmng tunl^Qb 
fiibverted the original fyftem of governments 
aind sotrodiiced- a pure defpotifm. Ke difte^ 
ganled the aocit m laws, vioUted the pmHegei 
hddt moft facrtdf and reduced his iobjeds of 
a^, ardo* to the levd ct flates \ The chiefs, 
<tr,ao^ie8 of the firft nmk, fubmitted t6 the 
yolM whb fuch reludance, that, from impatSencd 
to ihake it off, and hope of recovering their 
ligjhts,. numy of them courted the protf^d^ of 
Gortts^ and jjoiiiod a fareigtt power agitnft thefr 
ikiineflft: opprsfibc^ It ib not then undcir' the 
dotaumbn.c^ Momezutta, but oihder the governs 
sooat of >fai$ pitdeceSiri, that we can difcovd^' 
vshat wa&the original form and genius of TSiis& 
can policy* From the foundation of the mo- 
XiXBdifio theetedion of Montezuma^ it feems^ 
td iiave fobfifted with Utile variation. Ttiat' 
bpiiy of dtisEenfi, which may be diftinguifiteH ^' 
tbtiaame of nobility, formed the chief and mbft 
nipefiable- order in the ftate. They Wetc of 
various ranks, ai^ has been already ob&rved, and 

.,1 Herrera, <lec. 3. \S\^. ii*\Q. 14. Torqueob lib. ii. 
c. 69. 

' Herrera, dee. s. lib. .▼. c. io> If. ^orquem. lib. if. 

1,;- ' ' . u a their 
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i^i HflSTORV OF AMERICA. 

•f" o^O -k' their honours were acquired and tranfmitted' i!l^ 
- ' ' different manners. Their number Teems to ha^ 
been great. According to an author accuftomed' 
to cicamme with attention what he relates, fliere 
were in the Mexican empire thirty of this order, 
e'acli ot whom had in his territories about aii 
hundred tlioufand people, and fubordihate to 
thefe, there were about three thoufand nobles ©f 
a lower clafs *. The territories belonging to ^€ 
chiefe of Tefseuco and Tacuba were hardly" 
inferior in extent to thofe of the Mexi^ii 
ttlonarch^ Each of tHefc pofleffed complete' 
territorial jurilHiStion, and levied taxes from 
their own vafTals. But all followed the ftatidaf^'^ 
df Mexico in' wair, ferving with a number <^ 
men in prbportioh to' their domain, and moft of 
* them piid tribute to its monarch as th«r itipe^ 
nor* ford.* / ^K 

' In tracing thofe great lines of the Mex^carT 
conftitwtion, an image of feudal policy, in its^ 
Ijioft rigid form, rifes to view, and we difcerA its. 
three difiinguiftiing charafteriftics, a nobility 
pofleffing almoft independent authority, a people. 
<lepreffed into the lowed ftate of fubjeftion, and 
a king entrufted with the executive power of the 

■ Hcrrera^dcc. 2. lib. viii. c. ll» 
,. « Torqiicm. lib. Vu c. 57. Coiita, MS. 

ftatc. 
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ftate- Its Ipirit and principles fecm to have a ^^^OxiC 

operated in the New World in the fame manner ' 

as in the ancient. The jurifdiftion of the crown 
was extremely limited. All real and effe^ive 
authority M'as retained by the Mexican nobles in 
their own hands, and the ihadow of it only left 
tp the king- Jealous to excefs of their own 
rights, they guarded with the mofl vigilant 
anxiety againtl the encroachments of their fove- 
reigns. By a fundamental law of the empirey 
it was provided that the king fliould not deter- 
mine concernmg any point of generalimportance, 
without the approbation of a council compofed of 
ibe prime nobility". Unlefs he obtained thei^ 
confent, he could not engage the naiion in^war, 
i^oTr could he difpofe of the moll confiderable 
branch of the public revenue at pleafure j it was^ 
appropriated to certain purpofes from which 
it could not be diverted by the regal authority 
alone ", ^ In order to fecure fuH efTeft to thofe 
coiittttutioiial reftraints, the Mexican ndbfes''*di(f 
liot perftii; their cro\vn to defcend by inheritance^ 
but difpofei of it by election. The riglit of 
eleaibn feems to have been originally yefted 
i|;i the whole body of nobility, but was ' aftcr- 

^irdsf cdmniitted to fix eleftors, of whom^ tTie 

'j^'i ••: ;: •/(..; , . . . . ■ . •• -J . 

" Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii« c. 19. bl. 17. c. 16. Corka MS* 
^ Hcrrcra, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 17. 

u 3 Chiefs 
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"» .<fr^ K Chiefs of Tezeuco and Tacuba were afoi^ys tWd. 

T:;:^^ From rcfpeft for the family of thelt moftktclft, 
the choice fell generally upon fome pettoh fphaiSg 
from it. But as the adivlty and valoUr d( tlifelr 
prince were of greater moment to a people per- 
petually engaged in war, than a ftriA adherefice 
to the order of birth, collaterals of mature age 
or of diflinguiflied merit were often preferred to 
thofe who were nearer the 'throne in direft 
defcent*. To this maxim in their policy, the 
Mexicans appear to be indebted for fuch a 
. fuccelKon of able and warlike princes, as raifed 
thcii? empire in a fhort period to that extra- 
bfjdinaty height of power which it had attiiijed 
wtjcn Cartes landed in New Spain. 



s/jV.* 



Power and . ^HihE the jurifdiclion of the Mexican j^o- 

^eir ino.^° ijarchs qontinjipd' to \^e^ limited, it is fj^obableJ^at 

'^^^^' i^ ^^s. ^xercifed, \Yith little oftentation. But as 

their authority became, more e;xtenfiYe, tb.Q. iplpn- 

dour of their government augmented* It \^as in 

thi^ laft {lata that the Spaniards l;)eheld it) ajid 

^ruck with the appearance of Monteziinia's 

court, they defcribe its pomp at great length,, and 

, with much admiration. The number of his 

attendantSi^ the order, the filence, and the reve* 

' « Acofli^ lib. vi, c. 2J^* Herrcra, dec. 3. lib. itvC*^3« 

, Corita MS.'*" ' * 

rencc 
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Tcncc >lth which they ferved him^ the extent ^^66^^ 

of his royal manfion, the variety of its apart- eJ^l^ 

mems allotted to different officers, and the often- 

Jation with \vhich his grandeur was difplayedy 

whenever he permitted his fubjefts to betidli 

him, fcem to refemble the magnificence of the 

_ ancient: monarchies in Afia, rather than the 

Simplicity of the infant ftates in the New World. 

* r ■ **- - 

^ t But it was not in the mere parade of royalty ^^^f^^'^f 
t^»rt:^ the Mexican potentates exhibited their vcmment. 
i power J they manifefted it more beneficially in 
the order and regularity with which they coh- 
^ dufted the internal adminiftration and police of 
their dominions. Complete junTdiftion, civil as 
well as criminal, over its own immemate vaflals, 
was Vefted in the crown. Judges were appointed 
"^fi^r^^^ch' department, ancf if wte rfiay rfesy 6n the' ' .; 
^^^^atcbiirit which the Spanifli writers gflr^idrdie ; ' 
"^^ maxitns and laws upon which they founded tlieir. 
"(Ib^fckions %ith refpeft to th^ diftributibii^T pro- 
' jerty 'and the punifhment of crimed, jiiftice was 
^ adihiniftered in the Mexican empire with* a 
j^ "degree of order and equity refembling what 
jafees place in focieties highly civiKzed. 

'^'-'TttEiR attention in providing for the fupport Provifion 

I r r • rn for thc fup. 

of government was not leis fagacious. Tastes portent. 
^^hi liid^u^on land, upon the acqtiifitiofas of 

u 4 induftry. 
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t0^ HrstxfiiT t)r AixmiCfiy: 

UiiPgi— I egpdTed-to fak m the pftiljlk mttrk&!§#'* Tbe^ 
de^ ifm-i confi<lmb)e; but mH?^^i1^tt30»ycWi 
unequal. . Th^y were impofed attctn^ding^o efti^H 
l^ftfed rulea, and ^ch kne^ whttt^ihare of dw^ 
cbrnmon burden he had to bear. As theufet*^ 
triohey tbas unknown, all the taxes were paid4l»* 
kand, ind thus not only the natural prodiiftioill^ 
of all the dBBFerent provinces in the empire, but' 
every fpecies of manufafture, and every worlS ot 
ingenuity and art, were colleded in the pubfift*' 
fl:bre-houf(^. From thofe the emperor fuppfed^ 
his numerous train of attendants in peace,- andi 
bis armies diiring war, with food, wit¥ clotfeesj^ 
ahd ornaments. People of inferior cohditiorii^ 
neithfir poffeffing land nor engaged m-coitoiftefitej^ 
were bound to the performance of vs^ufr feriJ^ 
vices, " By theit" ftated labour the crbwri-tindiP 
Wfere cultivated, public works were carried o^^ 
and the various houfes belonging to the euij^ewn 
were bulk and kept in repair ^ ^ ..;<>:/ «; 

Their po- The improved ftate of government among the 
Mexicans is confpicuous, not only in points 
effentidl to the being of a well-ordered fociety, 
but in feveral regulations of inferior confequence ' 

Y Hcrrcra, dec. 2. lib. m c. ij. dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 16, 17. 
Sec NOTE XXXIt. ' ' ^^ '- ^ • 

; ' . s with 
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IvtoK .^alrqady mimtiiyBedy of pubUc cauiigia^ . ^*|^ , 
ifaksiamlMiit pv^p^r jutcnral^ to cow^^ioM^ 
gmbe firocd oae pgxt of Ait en^pire iqr tb^ othvm: 
yma 3 refinement in police not iiitro4iicipd iaft^i 
afty kingdom of Europe at that- period. T^ 
ftruQ;ure of the capital city iA.a lak^ wittt 
artifiobl dykes^ and caafiewaya of great lenj^ 
which ferved as avenues to it from dtfierenc- 
gaiters, ereded in the crater, with no kfs, 
io^uity than labour, feems to be an idea th^. 
cpuJU not have occurred to any but a ayiiU^^ 
pieople. The fame obfenration may be ?jpp}ic^4 
to the ftru6lure of the aquedufta^ or <;c)nduit^. 
by vhich they conveyed a ftr<|am of fr$Ih w^ttK^' 
firom a coniiderable diftance,, into the €it]^.ai99^ 
01^ of the caufewap *• The appointrnpot^ qjt ,a^ 
number of perfons to dean the Arf^ji^to light 

tbum )>y.fires kindled in. diffierftntpls^ccSf wd t^t 
pfMol)9afi waichmen during the night?, difcov^' 
a degree of attendon which even pcdiihe^ natipnt 
are late in acquiring. 

3 • ■ • ' . . : "... 

. Th£ progrels of the Mexicans in various arts,^ Tbeir«t«» 
is iConOdenBd as the mod decifive proof of their 
fuperior refinement. Cortes, and the early 

• See NOTE XXXIIL 

* Karma, dec. a. lib. loiu f . 4. Tornbig MS. 

SpaniiU 
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BOOK $piA^ siuthdrd, defl^be tbU tntb t^ufe^ ^ihA 
maintain^ that the mod ctj^braJted "Sufopeaa 
artifts could ndt £utfmfs or even equal tliem 
in iiigenuitf wd neatiids of workmaxilhi^. 
Tb^y tepfefent^d men, animals, and other ob-^ 
jefts, by fuch sL dlfpofition of various coloured 
feathers, as is ^id to have produced all thd 

' c^eiis of Ught aAd fhade, and to have imitstied 
ftafore with truth and delicacy* Their ottA^ 
tnents of gold atnd lilver have been defcribecTto 
be of a fabric no lefs curions. Bnt in forming^ 
at^y idea, from general defcriptions, concefi^ftg 
the ftate of arts among nations iitiperfe£ny 

' polilbed, we are extremely ready to <frr. "la 
examkiing the works' of people whofe adv;an(!es 
in iitipfovement are neafly the fame with otur 
<wh, we vkw them with a critical, alld dftta 
with a jealous eye. Whereas, when cotifck^^ 
of GUI' own fuperiority, we furvey the itid}ct 
nations comparatively rude, we are aftoniflied 'at 
works executed byihem under fuch manifeft cfif. 

. advantages, and, in the warmth of our admira- 
tion, are apt to reprefent them as produf^ons 

1 more finished than they really are. To xlie 
influence of this illufion, without fuppofing any 
.^ ' ihtentionr to deceive, we may impujte the exagge- 
ration of fome Spanifii authors, in their accounts 
of the Mexican arts. 



It 
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It is riot from thofe defcriptions. but frcm b o o it 

co^tiidering fiich fpecimens of their arts is a^e ' r"" 

iiiil preferved, that we mull decide concerdiiiig 

^eir degree of merit. As the (hip in whiqh 

/Cortes fent to Charles V. the moft curious pfo- 

dutflions of the Mexican artifans, which were 

collected by the Spaniards when they Srft pillaged 

the empire^ was taken by a French corfair ^, the 

remains of their ingenuity are lefs numerous than 

, thofe of the Peruvians. Whether any of their 

! works with feathers, in imitation of painting, be 

"flill extant in Spain, I have not learned ; but 

^ many of their ornaments in gold and filver, as 

well as various uienfils employed in common 

life, are depofited in the niag[iificent cabinet of 

. natural and artificial produftions, lately opened 

, by the king of Spain j and I am informed by 

|, perfons on whofe judgment and tafte I can rely, 

that thefc boafted eiforts of their art are uncouth 

^^reprefentations of common objects, or very coarfe 

images of the human and fome other forms, 

deftitute of grace and propriety S The ju/lnefs 

of thefe obfervations is confirmed by infpeftlng 

the wooden prints and copper-plates of their 

paintings, which have been publiflied by varloui? 

^authorsp In them every figure of men, of 

^ Rdae. dc Cort« RamiiC ill. 294. F. 
• See NOTE XXXIV. 

quadru* 
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*^^"*^" qwitta|pe4s, or birds; aJ Wel^iw evCTy'%pni^ 
■ liktaUo* irf ntahiriKrtaf iiatore, is extremely tadtf 
and awkward*. The bardeit Egyptian fty^e^ 

ftiff 

' * Af a fptc^mtn pi tfe ^'rit and ftyk in ivhfcli. M. Cla^^* 
f {jKp.^akcs^his ftiifturts upon my HJftory of Amcrk^' I 
fhafl publifh his remark j upon this paflage. « Thus 6r 
•^ ftdbertfon ; t6 whom" we anfwer, firft, That ^hcrc is li'o 
'* reafon to bch'eve that thofe rude works were reaUy 
^ Mexican ; fecondly, That neither do we know whether 
•*/^K)fc perfbns in whofc judgment he confides, may be pcr*^ 
*<'iQnsr& to merit our faith, becaufe we have obfervcd that^^ 
•< tiRo^ertfoQ' trufta frequently to the teftjtnony ^ Oag^i^ 
♦< Covftal) Ibagnezy and other fuch authors^ wtlo a|ie'<iA-i^ 
♦««tffcly ondefefving oi credit ; trinity, It is more probl&fe^L 
'«*t4*Bt:thBiarms)of Coppery believed by tfebfewtclllgAt'. 
^y]vAg^ lovbe certainly Oriental, are really MexfbafK'^< 
"VSd«n« 39i.!— When anawthor^ not fntiitly deftilute if' 
inl^rity prdUcmwiiete, and who has fo'me ft^citude ^bodt^ 
Ut owmicfaaradevt «£erts* that he received 'his ittfermat&ln^ 
CMidmiiiig wCkjii^xkx^ -^tSt fifom pedbns ^ on iirhofe' 
jiligmenc^aodtafte he -dm rdy;*' a very flcnder degree of* 
canddt^, onrihould think, might induie the reader tpbelifeve' 
that ^e-'does not endeavour to impofe upon the public by in * 
appe^ to te(6ffiony -altogether unworthy of credh. ' My 
iitfortnatioit eonccrtiing tfec Mexican works of jnt are dc-^ 
p^ed in the King of Spam's cabinet, was received frorti the 
laCe jLiord Granthami ambaifador extraordinary fram' the*' 
court of London to that of Madrid, and from Mr. Arctr- 
deacbti Waddilove, chaplain to the embaiTy ; and it was 
upon their authority that I pronounced the xoat of armour, 
mentioned in -the note, to be of Oriental -febric. '^ As they 
were both at Madrid lo their public chaiuAer when the firft 
. . - , ^tioo 
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ft^^Mui imgerfea a$ U.wa«, is more .€^cgpHjfc> b bb^- 
Tt^l^^' ^crawls pf children delineate objads-alroofr: , 
a^ accurately. 

f • 
But however low the Mexican paintings may 

be ranked,' when viewed merely as works 6f aft, 
a very different ftation belongs fo them, When^ 
jt^onfidered as the records of their country^ as. 



e4ition of iV HiSoiy of America was publiifhed, I tbmtgiit' 
itipftprap^r)at tljal; dme to mention thdr- names, I^'ditir' 
dccifiQii eoncen^ipg a matter of ufte> or their t)eftimDii^vc^« 
cermng^a po^int of fad» ftand in tteod of confirontiDiV I^ 
ivi^t produce the evidence of an intelligent. tiflfisllcr, who," 
iDrdfifi^ibjngthc royal <:abi'Qet of M^drld^ takes notice. that ^ 
it 'C^filaHia' *^ fpepin»cr^ of Meticadand Pcrdvian' irttbfib, ' 
v>fe%. *.<^t ill i;artl|en*ware^ wnvetcbed' jbbth itf .tafti^ afal/ 
e3ffl€i«tio^»," Dillon's Trawdsf tbix>Hgli Si^du^^^u^:^^^ 
G>ige cpia^fcd luis Surv^ rf iVw i^^ jwtk all theae^L^ 
a^^.fWjrimoriy of a new convert, I have paid littk pcgantto^ 
hi^t^'m<H^y ^v^tl^r^fpeA to points i»elatiflg tore%io(u » B4t . 
a8.hCirefid^d^infev<eral prgvinccs if^ S|wSp^n,'Mshi5h^«a»tdr . 
lecu feldpm vifit, and as he fcems tp have *obf<pmfljJ8h€ir* 
inanners and laws uith an inteUigent eye;, I have availed 
niyfelf of his information with refpcA to matters iwhem • 
re) jgiqua. opinion ^ould have little influence* Corfcal I' hate 
fe)4c^ quotfdf and never rcfted upon his eyidanoe ^ne*> 
T^^cJ^tion in .which, Ibagnez was. employed in^^ii^e^ca^^fift 
ivcU. as, the credit given to his veracity by printing i\ip H^g^ , 
Jefuitico apjong the large collcfUon of documents publiihc*4«* 
(as I believe by authority) at Madrid, A. J^.^i'jQjf juftifie*,, 
xn^ fpr appealing to \\k authority, .^ r , ' " 

.V, ,^. hiftorical 
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B o It hiftorical monurpents of its. policy and rtji^fi"- 
^■■^p^i^J anions ; and they become curious as weJl ^^ 
— '— interefting objeas of attentloa. The nobleft, ftn^ ■ 
moft beneficial invention of which human J||i-. 
genuity can boaft, is that of writing. But the 
fir ft efTays of this ait, which bath contributed 
more than all others to the improvement of tne 
fpecies, were very rude, and it advanced towar4i' 
perfefliion flowly, and by a gradual progrefSpn.' 
When the warrior, eager for fame, wiflied to\ 
tranfmit fome knowledge of his exploits to 
futceeding ages ; when the gratitude of a peiciple" 
t^theh^'fovereign prompted them to hand dpwri' 
afi account of his beneficent deeds to pofterity'j ' 
the firil method of accompliflung this, which* 
feems to have d<icurred to them, was to delinea^^^'^ 
in the bed manner they could, figutei reprefeflt:-* 
ing the a^ron of which they were folicifoiis ! 
to preferve the memory. Of this, \chich tas' 
very properly been cdXltA piffure-writing^^ wi' 
find traces- among fome of the moft favagi^' 
tribes of America. When a leadet return^' 
from the field, he ftrips a tree of its bark, and 
with red paint fcratches upon it fome uncouth' 
figures which reprcfeht the order of his marchi 
the nutnbef of his followers, the enemy whotn 
he attacked, the fcalps and captives which he 

• Divine Lcgat. of Mofcs, iii. 73. 

brought 
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Bfbfatfht home. To th©fe fimple annals he trufts b o^a k 
Mietibwri, and foathes himfelf wkh hpp^ thaj; i,^^'^ 
bry^thep-ineans he fliall receive praife from^h^, 
warriors of future times ^ , - t, 

>■ . •,■•.,._ f. .,, 

* Compared with thofe awkward efTays of their 
fayage countrymen,, the paintii^gs of the Mexi- 
ekhs may be confidered as wprks of compofitioa 
an^ defign/ They were not acquainted, it ii 
true, with any other method of recor4ing twtof-, 
aqiteiis, than that of deh^eating the.trtn^s;' 
whifcn t^ey wifhed to reprefent* But they^i^Qpild. 
cxjfiibit a , n\ore complex feries of €ve;Ws iftr, 
progreffive order, and defcribe, by a prope^vdifn 
pofitioii of figures, the occurrence of a. kill's*, 
rljgn from his acceffion to his de«^th^ Ihe -pro*^ 
grisfs. of an infantas education from.it^4>irth''ynrit • 
u attain to. the years of maturity ; ^th^ different ; 
rgcompence§ and marks of diftinclion conferred 
upon warriors, in proportion to the ^eplofos^ 
which they had performed. Some, Angular ipe*. 
cimens of this pi^ure- writing have been prefirved, 
which are juftly confidered as the moll curicms 
monuments of art brought ftom the New World. 
The moft valuable of thefe was publi(hed by 
Pyurchas in fixty-fix plates* It is divided into. 

' Sir W. Johnfon Pliilof. Tra»fa6L vol. IxiiL p. 1 43. Mem. 
deU Hontan. 11. 191. Laiitau M(£ui:s de S.aur. ii. 43. 

three 
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dmttpom. H^ fifft cMHsmt Ac fuftitr !ff 
the Mfasksn ampere undo^ itS: tcaEi/iQM»tclw» 
Jbc^fecwd k ;i mbtu^-roH; rqyrefaotlng «li»t 
€a«b oon<|iier€d town pai4 mto dtt rojraltfoAoir. 
^Tbe third is a code of tbdr iaftitutioiis^ domeftac; 
.political^ asd mtikary. Another ^peciiKa of 
.Mesican paiotiag:.h9a beeft publiihed in thiity- 
fliro {datet^ bj^.the pre&nt archbHhop of ToMt*. 
Tojbodi»eafiiiexeda fuitexplaiu^ian of urte 
the %im8 nveve intented to fq)refent^ which ifl» 
«Atai«ed by the Spaniards £rcnn Indians wA 
«cqiMNStcd with their owa arts. The ftjHbr of 
yiiiBitiii^ in aH tbefe is the bme. They reprdif|lt 
iMp^i' not wMl$. They exhibit images to tte 
: tfe^ not i4«a«^. to the underftanding. Tbcy majFt 
thereferC) be eonfideied as the earheft and xatfi 
impeifeO e&y oi men in dieir progrd& towftr4i; 
*feotering Ibe art of writing. The defis^ lb 
ihis mode of recording tranfadions muft halt 
<been early felt. To paint every occurrence wat, 
from its nature^ a very tedious operarion j and as 
afiairs became" more complicated, and events 
muhiplied in any fociety, its annals mull have 
fwell^d to an enormous bulk. Befides' this, no 
objects could be delineated but tbofe of ienfe j 
the conceptions of the mind had no corporeiJ 
•form, and as long as pifture-writing coxild ^ot-^ 
convey an idea of thefe, it muft have "been a 
very impcrfed art. The ncceffity of improvfeg 
t . , it 
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it VHft liav^ fotte«d aiid flidrpeaed iaTcntioii^ 
Wd'die hmnaii xnind holding the fime courfe 
>lAtht New World as in the Old, might have 
fdraKed'by the &me fucccffivefteps^fii^^ firom m 
. a&Ml fi^OM CO the ptaia bier(^47^c ; next^ to 
■ttk^ atfqgc^cid fyntbol ^ then to the arbitraty 
ijiBrader f until» at leogth, an alphabet of letters 
ma» ^AfeoTertd, capable of expr^ffii^ all the 
ohMow TCiiikbioations of found en^byed la 
*%Bech. la the paintings of the Mexicans we» 
iKCOzdiQgly, perceive^ that this progr«£i MfM 
ibegtoi among thenou •Upan.anattsiidfje iqp 
-%itAkMi of the fhie$j ivhich I haive aaesitioliffl^^ 
^PK may <^ferve foxne apptoaeb to the .plain 
^^&aip]c hiexoglypbicy vehere ibiae principal 
T|Mrt oc. dscumftance in the fubjeft ia made to 
j|«p4. for • the whole. In the aoAals of their 
jUfffiy publifhed by Purchas, the towns cson- 
4fm^ by esu;h are uniformly reprefemed in the 
Jjffnt manner by a lude delineation of a houfe^ 
^ut^.in order to point out the particular towns 
.Vfjhich fubmitt^ to their vidorious arms, peculiar 
(upablems, fometimes natural objeds, and fome- 
(imes artificial figures, are employed* In the 
tribute-roil publifhed by the afcbbifhop of To- 
ledo^ the houfe, which was properly the pidure 
of the townt is omitted, and the emblem alone is 
tmji^hftd to fcpMent it. The Mexicans jbem 
to ha?c nKuie fbme advances beycmd thi«, 
VOL. nu X * towards 
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^9Sy^ UJlwawls the nfe of the more feurative; sjnct 
Ki,^ ; '^^ fendftil hferoglyphic. In order to /Je^ribe si^ 
ihpnarch, who had enlarged, his dominioBS" by 
force of arms, they painted a target ornamented; 
ijnth darts^ and placed it between him and tbofe 
tqwns which he fubdued. But it is only in one 
mftance, the notation of numbers, that we difceTO 
a^y attempt to exhibit ideas which had no 
corporeal form. The Mexican painters had in- 
^nted artificial marks, or Jigns ofconventm^ for 
tte$ ]f)urpQfe. By means of thefe, they computed* 
t^e years <rf th?ir kings' reigns, as well as the 
Amount id tribute to be paid into the royal 
treafury; The figure of a circle rcprcfeoted, 
unit, and in fpiall numbers, the computation; 
was pttade.by repeating it. Larger nun^beT?^ 
W^re exprefled by a peculiar mark, and they ha4 
fucb ^denoted all i^egral numbers, fronv 
twenty to eight thoufand. The fliort duration 
<if their jempire prevented the Mexicans from, 
advancing farther in that long courfe which, cpn^ 
du£k3 jnen from the labour of delineating real 
objefts, to the fimplicity and eafe of alphabetic 
writing. Their records, notwithftanding fome 
dawn of fuch ideas as might have led to a more 
perfcfl: ftyle, can be confidered as little more than 
a fpecies of pifture-writing, fofiir improved as* to 
mark tlieir fuperiority over the favage tribes of 
America j but dill fo defeftive, as to prove thai 
• ^ they 
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fhey had notjiroceeacd far beyoM the firft If age B bj6,k 
fh that prbgtefs which riiufl: be cbmpl^d hefbte '"^' >■•- 
Aiy people can Ke ranked arfibli^ ]^liffi^ 
liatitiris^ ^^;- '> 



,*}f 



Their mode of computing time mdy Be tbfi- Their mode 
fidered as a more decifive evidence -of their pb-- ingiime. 
grefs m improvement. They divided their year*^ 
into eighteen months, each confiftihg of' tWehty 
days, amounting in all to three huridi^ed -4ft^ 
fiicty. But as they obferved that the' *^«*it#^ 
of the fiin was not completed in that flm&y tfife^ 
added five days to the year. 1%ere,' which '^^e 
propefly intercalary days, they termed '^j^jsffr- 
tumerary^i wajie ; and as they did hdt' belohg' 
to ikriy month, no work Was itentJ, and tk^ filcrtid' 
rite perfohfned- on them; they ^*e i^Qled 
^oHy to feftfvity and paftirafe^. Thi^ nfear 
ifipfoich to philofophical accjil'aii;^ \i aiettiarfc-' 
Mt proof that the Mexicans had beltewad fdmte 
atleiition' upon inquiries and fpeculallons, X0 
which men in a very rude ftate nevet t«n fhrfr 
thbughts*. ' ; 

«*Sec NOTE XXXV. ^ Acofta, lA. vh c. %. 

* Tte Mexican mddc of computing time, and cyeiy 
other particular relating to their chronology, have been 
confidcrably elucidated by M. Clavigero/, VoL I. jSflTj 
> ■ xa Vpl. II. 
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jicajc :' SucH.ar^ the moil ftrik^ng pai;ticular?,.i^ the 
manners and policy of the Me^pcans, vfbicb, ^Tf^ 
iiibit tbem to view ^% a people con^dera^I^ 

fraaifpro- refined. But from other circumftances^ (Miif is 

TiUzatiori. dpt to fufpea that their character, and many ot 
their inftitutums, *did not differ greatly from 
thofe of tlie odier inhabitants of America. 

^ ^^ * 
'Their wars I^KEithc rude tribes around them, the Mexi* 

I^Z'^qI ^^^ were ipceffiiptly engaged in war, and the 
^afHiV^s wjhich prompted them to hoftility feem 
to have Jjeen the fam^. They fought, in order 
to graJtify their yengeauce, by fhedding the blood 
iPjE^th^ir enetnies. In battle they were ch^eBy 
inJipiikt a» iaking prifoners, and it was by tTie 
^^yjBiber of thefa that they efUmated the glory of 
yiftory^^ • No captive was ever ranfomed Jibr 
fp;>re4-,; ^Ivfj^XQ facrificed witliout mercy, ^d 
tlieir flefli devoured with the fame barbarous joy 
a»r;?in6i^g the fierceJi fivages. On fome ofcca- 
^pps it rofe to even wilder excefles- Their 
principal warriors covered tliemfclves with the 
Ikinsof the unhappy vittims, and danced about 

. ) — I . I . m « . ,imq ■ 

Vol. II. 225, &c. The obfenrations and theories of* the 
Mexicans concerning thofe fubjeds difcovcr a greater pro- 
grefs in fpeculaUve fciencc than we fend among kny pcopip 
in the New World. ' . : . * 

^ * the 
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th* ftreets, boaftihg of their own valour, and book 
ejdildng 6ver their en :mies K Even in their 

* civil inftitutions we difcover traces of that ,1 
blrbarotrs difpofition which their iyftemiof ^air " 
mfpired. The four <:hicf counfelloars of the em- 
pire were diftinguifhed by titles, which coati 
have been aflitoed only by a people who de-' 
lighted in blood *". This ferocity of^charafljer 
prevailed among all the nations of New Spain. 
The Tlafcalans, the people of Mechoacaft, • and 
other dates at enmity with the Mexican, fdc* 

" lighted equally in war, and treated thdr prifoiiets 
, with the fame cruelty. In prbportion as^ftiian- 

kind combine in focial union, and live nnd^ the 
^influence of equal laws and regular t)olfc)r,^ their 

manners foften, fentimenw of hnmtoitiy dtife, 
_aiid the rights of the fpecres comef io tie tittder- 
. ftood. The fiercenefs of wdr abates, zM even 

while engaged in hoftility, men remembbr 'what 
. Vthey owe one to another. The lavage fi^t& to 

deClroy, the citizen to conquer. The former 

jneither pliies nor fpares, the latter has ^acquired 
/fenfibiiity which tempers his rage. To thi3 

fenfibilicy the Mexicans feerh to have been 

* perted ftrangers, and among them war was 
Carried on with fo much of its original barbarity, 

. ., * HciTcra, dec. 3, lib. 11. c. 15. Goro. Cron. c. 217. 
k See NOTE XXXVI. 
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B o p K thafi we cannot but fufpe^l their d^<Hr f^., 
cIviliaafioQ to have been very imperfe£^ 



Their fune- 
ral rites. 



Their fimeral rites were not lefs bloody than 
tbofe of the moft favage tribes. On the death of., 
any diftinguifbed perfonage, efpecially of the ^ 
Emperor, a certain number of his attendants 
were chofen to accompany him to the .other 
world ; and thofe unfortunate viAims were put 
to death without mercy, and buried in the fame 
tomb^ 



Their agri- TnotTGH their agfriculture was mote extevAnf^ 
pcrfeo. ' than that of Ae roving tribes who trufted chic6yr. 
td their bow for food, it feems not to have iiip^ 
plied' them with fuch fubiiftence as men requfier 
when engaged' in ^efibrts of aftive induftry. TUml 
Spaniards iippear not to have been ftruckrWiifij 
any fuperiority of the Mexican!^ over the btkor* 
people of America in bodily vigour*. . Bbdi^' 
accortling to their obretvation, were of<.£bq^ 
a feeble frame as to be unable to endure fatigue^ 
and the ftrength of one Spaniard exceeded: chat 
of^feveral Indians. This^ they imputed to thek: 
fcanty diet, on poor fare, fuiEcient to piDfefffti 
life, hiM not to give firmnefs to the Gcmftittttion^.. 
Such a remark could hardly have been made 

J JJcrrcra, 4cc. 3, lib. 11. c. 18. Gom. Croii. c. 202. 

with 
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•wWi ritpeSt to ahy people forniffied'plefctffiiBy^^ * f f^ ' 
with thenecdTarfe^of life. Th€^dififeURf#fei<*'-wZi^- 
Cortes found in procuring fubfiftence for bis 
fmall body of foldiers, who werd oft^ ibf(- ^ 

ftraitied to live on the fpontaneous prbdulRibfes ' 
of the earth, feems to Confirm ttiife ten^f*: of tte^ 
Spariifh writers, and gives no Kgfi Heafeflte^ 
ftate^ctf cultivation in the Mexican empire h 

-A PRACTICE that was umverfd^inNJBW.^oin \^p^^^ 
appears to favour this o^nnioQ. The Mexican this. 
women gave fuck to their children for feveral 
,^r8, afld during thstf tiiS^ thty ,di4:i|9tjggiti?}>it 
w^itheir iiuibaiuls \ TU^jl^^tcfl^^^^ '" j, ; . 

buidei^QaiQ iacreafe of :ipr&ge»y,;i tbg^fr^ffie-^ , 
oofiwy^' as I have ^wadyi ^f(»wd,n .?PPeffi.| 
.f»»ftges, wha> from the l«ir<JfliipSte|Ttte 

fmd k kipoffible to reared imm^^ft^i^yi^i 
q^ hardly be foppc^fed lo b>ve:<WWiftue4; apogft^ ^ 
a:|>eop£e who lived at eafe atod m <i^uQda{^«. , y ^^ 

..The vaft extent erf* the Mexicah ^capifet , whic^ Doubts con* 
h(8Ui* been confldered, and with juiUce^ ^ the extent of 
iftdftdeaifive proof of a confideraUc progrefei w ccmp.rc. 
regular covtmrnent and police, is one/ of thpfe 

"» Relat. ap. Ramuf. in. 306. A, Herrera, dec' 3. lib. iv. 
c. 17. dec. 2. lib. vi. c. 16. ^ 

• ^'Gom. droit, c. ^08.- Herrera, dec, 3. lib. {V.^c.-tK 

'/' X4 faas 
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«••«: ftia* totlte liiftorT of the NeJw "Wbiflft tirlrieii 

feems t(y4iaVe been admitted withmil?4ue4xa»|F' 

^tion or foffictent evidence: The' Sf^istik 

-hiftbrftas, in order to magnify the vdldtif^df 

tlieif courttrytnen^ are accuftomed to' rep*ifetot' 

'the don^ion of Monte^ma as ftTctchteg'ovtr 

all the provinces of New Spiin from theliilorAem - 

to the Southern Ocean, But a great partg^f the 

mountainous country was poffeflJerf by the Otmies^ 

a fierce uhcivifized people, who feem to 4ist^ 

been th^ reiidue of the original iniiabkiMs* 

Hkt provinces towards the north aad ^w^yof 

JiCcixico were occupied by the Cbkhmecasi' and 

^jQtth^ tijbes^ of hunt^s. None of thefe^ rcQC^- 

tjEu^ed t]le Mejdcfin monarch as their, fupeaor* 

£yen w the int^ior and more level couiiii^^ 

there were feveral- cities and provinces ^^^phifjh 

'had never fqbjmtted to the Mexkan yo^. 

Tbfcftia, tboitg^ only twenty-one l^ues frwn 

r>ik^ capital of the empire, was an ind^pcn^ilpt 

.-'Jind )H>ftile republic. Chokila, t^oygb * Ij^U 

fxearer, bad been fubjecled only a ihort t^e 

before the arrival of the Spaniards. Tepejifia, 

^ the diftance of thirty leagues from Mexico, 

feems to have been a feparate ftate, governed by 

Us own laws% Mechoacan, the frontiei^^ of 

which extended within forty leagues of Mexico, 

^ licrrcra, dec. 3. lib. ^. c. Tf* 21. B^ Jim, c, 130. 
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miB {fdwerfiil jEfp^dom, reiaskYkable^fortlt^ ifcgn; « j^ ^ c 
^c^le e^mkyMtor ihe Mexican nafne^^ Bf x i,~ ^ 
ilhffen hoftUa powers tl>e Mexifaa^ eQ]|>ire wa« 
^rireumlbribed oh every quarter, and the b{g)i 
id^as which we are apMo form of it from At 
idefcription of the SpaniQi hiftoriansj ibould be 
coafidenibly moderated. , ( :.. 

Ik confcquehce of this independence^ fereral J^jj; 

iftates ki New Spain upon tive Mexican: empire, among in 

Ih^fe t^ras not any confiderable irttercdtirfe-M- vince«. 

^fween its various provinces. Even i6 fhe &it%tigr 

^««untiy not far diftant from the capitaJ, there 

feem^ to havfe been no roads"^ to fafclhWcr' the 

tbirtrtfunJtation pf one diftrift witH^'ano^r^j 'IMd 

^hfett the Spaniards firft slfteni^ed tb f)cri»tiS€ 

'feifolts feveral provinces, the^hSd tS'bpeil th^r 

^i^ay through forefts and marftfes^*. ^^CSnrtesy In 

1lJ^^a*reaturous march frodi iM^JiSo %^lidh- 

^^iiris in 15345, met with obftfu£lk)*^i attd 

"^dut%d hardfhips, little infericff- td thofe >#fth 

'-'*which he muft have ftruggled in the moft un- 

'civilizcd regions of America, In fome places he 

could hardly force a paffage through impervious 

'^Voodsj and plains overflowed with water. In 

oTherfi he found fo little cultivation, that hJs 

f Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ij. c. !©• 
• « R. Diaz.c. 166. 176. > 

:;^. 3 troops 
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b'^ d It tmof^ were.frequ^itly in dan^er^bf (Mi^iitt|fllf * 
^^ ^I^Uj^ famine^ Staoh fefts oorrefpoiid ifl i«*h ^■ 
pompous defcription which the Span^ M/viem^'^ 
gi«e of M^dcafi poUce and induftry^ and c&Bvef 
aft idea of a country nearly fimiiior to tbat^^ 
poflefled by the Indian tribes in North Amerka* 
Here and there a ttading or a war patfa^ as tbey^ 
are called in North America, led from one 
&Uiement to another % but generally there ap- 
peared BO fign of any eftabliihed communicattoEl^ 
few inarks of induftry, and fewer monumdit^ • 
pfart. ■ '^ 

For^ A PROOF of this imperfe^ou in their commef- 

^^^ cial intercouffe no lel^ ftriking, is dieir want.6f ' 

money, or fbmfe^univerfal ftandard by whicb to" 
eftimatc the vake of ' commodities. The diCT 
CDvery of this is among the fteps of greatdft 
confequence in* the progrcfs of nations. Until It* 
has been made, all thdr tranfadiions muH: be fb" 
awkward, (o operofe, and fo limited, that wc 
may boldly pronounce 'that they have advanced' 
but a Kttie way in their career. The invention 
of fuch a commercial ftandard is of fuch high 
antiquity in our hemifphere, and rifes fo ht' 
beyond the serja of authentic biftory, as to appeai; ' 
aimoft coeval with the exiftence of fodety. The 

' Hcrrcra, dec. 3. Vb* vli. c. 8. 

precious 
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• 

p?ecu^.tp^fl$«fefifii^ tp Jiave lieen early joiriployocir bqqk 
fon^k p*>rppfe, and frona their permaBent value^/ ^-e«i 
tbwdivifibility, and many ojher qualities, tbcy 
ai;^; b^ter adapted to ferve as a common (landed, 
than any other fubftance of which nature has 
given u& the command. But in the New Worlds 
whjjre thefe metals abound raoft, this ufe of 
th^ra wa$ not known. The exigencies of rude 
tribes, qy of rnonarchies imperfeftly civifced^ 
did npt C5^U for it. All their commercial inter?, 
coarfe w^ carried on by barter, and their igmo 
ranee of any common ftandard by which ^t^ 
facilitate that exchange of commodities which 
coptf^butes fo much towards the comfort of life, ^ 
ijigy be juftly mentioned as an evidence pf the 
infaiu Itate of their policy. But even in tlie 
New World the inconvenience of waating fome 
general inftrament of commerce begap to be felt,' 
and fome eiforts were nnd^ towaid? fupplying 
that defe£i. The Mexuans, among whom the 
number and greatncfs of t^jeir cities gave rife to . 
a more extended commerce than in any other 
part of America, had beguii to employ a common 
ftandard of value, which rer^dered faialler tranf- 
aftions much more eafy- As chocolate was the 
favourite drink of perfons in every rank of life, 
the nurs or almonds of cacao, of which it ig 
compofed, were of fuch univerfal gonfumption, 

that. 
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» oo K that, in their dated markets, thcfe were wHlingl/ 
i.-*vjL,i received in return for commodities of £inall priqcw 
Thus they came to be ccmfidered as the Jnftru- 
xntnt of commerce, and the value of what one 
\viihed to difpofe of was eftimated by the number 
of nuts of the cacao, which he might expjeft 
in exchange for it. This feems to be tht utmoft 
kngth which the Americans had advanced to- 
wards the difcovery of any expedient for fupply- 
ing the ufe of money. And if the want of it ts 
.to be held, on one hand, as a proof of their 
barbarity, this expedient for fupplying that want, 
ihouM be admitted, oh the other, as an evidence 
.no kfs Satisfying, of fome progrefs which the 
Mexicans had made i^ refinement and civilizatiob, 
bicypiKl tihe favage tribes around them. 

boubtseon- , . In fuclji a TVidc ftate were many of the Mexican 

ccrningthe . , /</>•/-,,,. ' ^ 

Aate of their pravuic^ whcn nrlt viliied by their conquerofs. 
Ev^n their cities, extenfive and populous .as t$cy 
^ were^ feem more fit to te the habitation of men 
juft emerging from barbarity, than thc^ refidqnce 
p{ a poUfhed people. The defcription o^ Tlalcala 
nearly refembles that of an Indian vilfagei; A 
number of low ftraggling huts, fcattered about 
irregularly, according to the caprice of each pro- 
prietor, built with turf and ftone and thatched 
with reeds, without any light but "oiiat they 

received 
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irac^lVfed tJy a door, fo low that it could not dopic 
6e entered upright*. In Mexico, though, frotti ' ^^y^^^ 
*fh^^ peculiarfty of its fituation, the difpoifition of 
iftic hOufes wa$ more orderly, the ftrufture of the 
greater part was equally mean. Nbr does thft 
fabric of their temples, and other public edifices'. Temples^ 
appear to have been fuch as entitled them to the 
high praifes bellowed upon them by many Spaniih 
authors* As far as one can gather from their 
obfcu^re and inaccurate defcriptions, the greai . 
temple of Mexico, the moft famous in New 
'Spajn, which has been reprefented as a mignifi- 
c;ent, building, raifed to fuch a height^ that the 
afcent to it was by a flight of a hundred and 
'fourteen fteps, was a folid mafs of earth of a 
fquareform, faced partly with ftone, Irs bafe on 
^ach ^ide. extended ninety feet, and decreafing 
"gradually as it advanced in hfeight, it triitiihkted . ; ' 
' lit;' 2L quadrangle of about thirty feet, wftetii ^6Be ' 

^placed a flirine of the deity, apd tcvt) 'ialtats 
^'bii )Vhich the viftims were faciificed ^ All tH^ 
pthier. celebrated temples of New Spain exaftly 
^"refembled that of Mexico". Such ftrudiil'es 
convey no high idea^ of progrefs in art and 
ingenuity ; and one can hardly conceive that ^a 
ftqrm ftiore rude and fimple could have occurred 

pn, ;: ^ Herrcra, dec, 2. 1&. vi. c» iz* 
b^V<:r * Herrcra, dec. 2. lib. vii. c. 17. 

*' » Sec NOTE XXXVIL . ^ 

to 
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3oovt ft> a nation in its fir ft efforts towards ere^ng any 
v,..,^^^ ^reat work. 

•dh other Greater Ikill and ingenuity were dlfplayied', 
toiidings. if tve may believe the Spanifb hiftorian^ in the 
houfes of the emperor and in thofe of the 
prmcipal nobility. There, fome elegance of 
deiign was vifible, and a commodious arrange! 
ihent of the apartments was attended to. But if 
buildiiigs correfponding to fuch defcriptions had 
ever exifted in the Mexican cities, it is probable^ 
that fome remains of them would ftill be vifible^ 
Prom the manner in which Cortes condufted the 
(lege of Mexico, we can indeed eafily account 
for the total deftruftion of whatever had any 
appearance of fplendor in that capital. But 
as only two centuries and a half have elapled' 
fince the conqueft of New Spain, it feems' 
altogether incredible that in a period fp ihort, 
every veftige of thi^ boafted elegance and ^hau- 
■ deur (hould have difappeared; and that irf tfife* 
dther cities, particulin-ly in thofe which did ndC^ 
fuffer by the dcftruftive hand of the conquerors^ 
there are any ruin^, which can be confidered a^ 
monuments of their ancient ma":nificence. 



'O 



Even in a village of the rudeft Indians, there 
are buildings of greater extent and elevation than 
common dwelling-boufes. Such as are deftined 

for 
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for baling, ih^ coimcU of the trft>e, afad vi fh'Oor^v^ 
which all affemble on occafions of public feftivkyy y ^^ _f 
may be called (lately edifices, when compared 
vitii the re^. As among the Mexicans the 
diftiat^on of ris^ks .was eflaLliihed, and property: , ' 
was unequally divided, the number- of diftin- 
guifhed ftructures in their towns would of courfia 
be greater than in other parts of America- But 
thefe feem not to have been either fo folid or 
magnificent as lo merit the pompous epithets 
which feme Spanifli authors employ in defcribing 
them. It is probable thatj though more orna^ 
mented, and built on a larger fcale, they were 
erected with the fame flight materials which tjie 
Indians employed in their common biiiidings\ 
and Time, in a fpace much lefs tlian two hundred 
and fifty years, may have fwept away all remains 

nc-i: ov ^- '• - ■ 

^^|to^^f this enumeration of fafts, it feeaif ^ upon , 
th)?,v<f|^ole,:to be evident, that the ftate of ffeciety 
iitjj^exico was confiderably advanced beypnd 
thgt pf the favage tribes which we have ddineated. 
Bptrit is no lefs manifeft, that with refpe£t to. many 
particulars^ the Spanifli accounts of their progreft 
appear to be highly embelliflied. There is not 

a mpre frequent or a more fertile fourc^ .of 

jj:/ ■ ./ * ■•. •*■ . 

JJ^Scc NOTE XXXVILI. . * See NO^Tg XX^fX. 
* ^ deception 
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B o a % deception In defc^ibing the manwcs Md aits of 
lavage nations^^or of fuch as are lamMftftly 
civilized, than that of applying to them tbe 
names and phrafes appropriated to the inftkntiwr 
and refinements of poiiihed life. Vlhsm^lb^^ 
kader of a fmall tribe, or the h^ of ^ rude 
community, is dignified with the name of Jobg 
or emperor, the place of his refid^see cwfedive 
no other name but that of bis palaee ; and iifeit- 
ever his attendants may be, they muft be cflkd 
his court. Under fuch appellations they ncjUiire, 
in our eftimation, an importance and digAky 
which does not belong to them. The iUufiiot 
^reads, and giving a falfe colofur to evcfy ptrt 
of the narrative, the imagiaatioii 'is £b imich 
carried away with the reftanblapGe, that it iie« 
comes difScuIt to difcern objefb/as they really 
* are.* The Spaniards, when they firft tcmchoioB 
the Mexican coafl, were fo much ftruck with the 
appearance of attainments in policy and in the 
arts of life, far fuperior to thofe of the f udc 
tribes with which they were hitherto acquainted 
that they fancied they had at length difcovered a 
civilized people in the New World. This con>» 
parifon between the. people of Mexico and th^r 
uncultivated neighbours, they appear to have 
kept conftantly in view, and obfervii^ with 
admiration many things which marked the pre- 
eminence of the former, they employ in 4e^ 

fcribmg 
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feMyng thetr imperfect policy and infant atts, book 
fitch terms as arc applicable to the inflitutions of "^ 
men for beyond them in improvement. Both 
fhefe circumftances concur in detracling from 
fh€ credit due to the defcriptions of Mexican 
nutmiers by the early Spanifii writers* By draw- 
ifig a parallel between them and thofe of people 
fo much lefs civilized, they raifed their own 
ideas too high. By their mode of defcribing 
them, they conveyed ideas to others no lefs 
exalted above truth. Later writers have adopted 
dieftyle of the original hiftorians, and improved 
upon k. The colours with which De Solis 
dklifleates the charafter and defcribes the anions 
of Montezuma, the fplendor of his court, the 
kw8 and policy of his empire, are the fame that 
he inuft have employed in exhibicing to view the 
monarch and inftitutions of an highly poli/hed 
people. 

But though we may admit, that the warm 
hnagination of the Spanifh writers has added 
fome embelliihment to their defcriptions, this 
wiH not juftify the decifive and peremptory tone, 
with which feveral authors pronounce all their 
accounts of the Mexican power, policy, and laws, 
to be the fictions of men who wiflied to deceive, 
or who delighted in the marvellous. There are 
few hiftorical fafts that can be afcertained by 
; VOL. III. Y evidence 
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^viL^* evidence moi*e Unexceptionable, tJKan n3»y -ba 
pit)dtM:ai in fiipport of the material article®, in 
the defcriptba of the Mexican conftitutioa a&d 
tnann^^. Eye witneffes relate what they be* 
held. Men who had refided among the MeKi- 
ckU, both before arid after the conqueft, deforibe 
inftitudons and cuftoms which were familiar to 
ih^m. Perfons of profeffions fo different that 
t}b]e£ls muft have prefented themfelves to thA* 
>rfe^v under every various afpeft ; foldiers, priefts^ 
"ktkd lawyers, all concur in their teftimony. Had 
Cortex ventui;'ed to impofe upon his foviereign, 
by e^ibiting to him a pidure of imaginary 
l^Kin^^ there wanted not enemies and rivals 
^ho ' yi^ere' qualified to deteft his deceit, and 
l^tifo trould have rgoiced in expofing it» Bat 
{iccordiftg to the juft remark of an author, w^ofe 
li^^uhy has iltuftrated, and whoib docpiesmc 
4jafe adorned the hiftory of America ^, thi&foppcj- 
iition is in itfdf as improbable, as the attidmpt 
HfM^H teve l5een audacious. * Who among the 
^db^yer 8 of this great empire was fo enlighteu;ed 
by-fcience, of f6 attentive to the progrdfs ^d 
bperaddris of meh in focial life, as to frame 
* fiaitious lyftem of policy fo well cetobteed 
-«id fo confiftent, as that which they delineate, 
in their accounts of the Meidcan gove^nrtent ? 

' "r M. P AbW Raynal Hifl. pbTof. & polft; UxUSaJ't^^p, 
- -- ; Where 
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Where could they have borrowed the ideat of ro o it 
tnany inftitutions in legiilatioa and poUce, to ^^^ 
which, at that period, there was nothing pacalkl 
m the nations with which.they were acquaimed ? 
There was not, at the beginning of the fixteeath 
century, a regular eftablifhrnent of polls for con- 
veying iptelligence to the fovereign of any king** 
dom in Europe. The fame ohfervatioiji will 
apply to what the Spaniards relate^ with refpej^ 
to the ftruAure of the city of Mexico, the 
f egulations concerning its police, and vjartpus 
Jaws eftabliihed for the adminiftration of juiliccv 
or fecuring the happine& of the community'i* 
Whoever is accuftomcd to contenaplate the pro- 
^efs of nations, will oft», at very early flageg 
ol' It, dircover a premature and umcspe^led daira 
x)f ithofe ideas, which give rife to inftitutipps tl^ 
we the pride and ornament of its n^oft advanced 
l>eriod. Even in a ftate 5ts iinperfeftly poliflied 
las the Mesdcan empire, the happy gemu& of toaxe 
iagacious obferver, excited or aided by circum- 
Ibaces unknown to us, may have introduced 
inftitutic^s which are fetdom fpupd bust in 
ifocieties highly refined. Bi^t it i$ 2^moft im- 
pcxffible that the illiterate conquerors of the 
Ifew World flbould have formed in any one 
inftwce a conception of caftoms and ^W^» 
beyond the ftandard of improvement in their 
j0wa age and country* Qr if Cortes had been 

Y 2 capable 
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capable of this, what inducenient had thofe 
by whom he was fuperfeded to continue the 
deception? Why fliould Corila, or Motoh'nea, 
or Acofta, have amufed their fovereign or their 
fellow-dtizens with a tale purely fabulous? 



Religion of I>i one particular, however, the guides whom 

cans. we muft follow have reprefented the Mexicans to 

be nlore barbarous, perhaps, than they really 

werev Their religious tenets, and the rites of 

their worlhip, are defcribed by them as wild and 

. trixel in an extreme degree. Religion, which 
octripics ito confiderable place in the thoughts of 
a fauvage, wbofe conceptions of any fuperior 
power V ate obfcurej and his facred rites^ f^w 

^msi 1¥e11 as iimplei was formed, among tne 

. IMkxifcrafir, into a reguhr fyftem, with its cona- 
pl^ triain' of priefts, temples, vi6tim$, and 
feftivsrfs. This, of itfelf, is a clear proof that 

.the (late of the Mexicans was very different 
frbtlti that of the ruder American tribes^ 3wt 
fromftfae extravagance of their religious notions, 
©r the barbarity of their rites, no conclufion can 
be drawn with certainty concerning the degree 
lof i their civilization* For nations, long after 
their ideas begin to enlarge, and their manners 
to refine, adhere to fyftems of fuperftkion 
founded on tl)C crudte conceptions of early ages. 
!lf rora the genius of the Mexican teUJ^bn' we 

may. 
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may^ however, form a moft juft conclufion with b o o ic 
refpeft to its influence upon the charafter of the 
people^ The afpeft of fuperftition in Mexico '— 
was gipomy and atrocious. Its divinities were 
clothed with terror, and delighted in vengeance. 
They wer& exhibited to the people under de- 
teftable fOTms, which created horror. The. 
figures of ferpents, of tygers, and of o^her 
deftruftive animals, decorated their temples. 
Fear was the only principle that infpired thj^lr 
votaries. Fafts, mortitications, and 1 penances, 
all rigid, and many of them cxcrt^ciating to an 
extreme degree, were the meam employed to 
appeafe the wrath of their gods, and the Mexi- 
cans never approached their altars wilhout 
fprinkling them with blood drawn :fnom their 
own bodies. But, of all offerings," bnnun 
facrifices were deemed the mod acceptable. 

' This religious belief, mingling >>«th the impla- 
cable fpirit of vengeance, and adding new force 

'to it, every captive taken in war was brought ;to 
the temple, was devoted as a vidim to the ddty, 
and facrificed with rites no Jefs fblemn than 
cruel *. The heart and head were the portion 
donfecratcd to the gods ; the warrior, by whofe 

prowefs the prifoner had been feiged, carried off 

« Cdrt.Relat. ap. Ramuf. iii. 240, kc B. Diaz, c. 8t. 
A^qft^j lib. t. c. 13, &€• Herrer4> dec. 3. lib. ii. c, 15, 
^c, Qomxsi Cron. c. 80, &c. See NOTE XL. 
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B 6 o K th^ body to feaft upon It tdth hw Mead^i Uttdir 
the impreflioft of ideas fo dreafy and terrible^ siHd 
accuftbmed daily to fcenes of bloodflied rendered 
awful by religion, the heart of man tnnft harden 
and be fteeled to every fentiment of hiim&nity. 
The fpirit of the Mexicans was accoijdingly un^ 
fedmg, and the genius of their- religion fo- ht ■ 
counterbalanced the influence of policy and art^, 
that notwithftanding their progrefs in both, their 
manners, inftead of foftening, became more 
fierce. To what circumftances it was owing 
that fuperftitibn aflumed llich a dreadful form 
aihong the Mexicans, we have not fufficient 
knowledge of their hiftory to determine. But iti 
influence is vrfible, and produced an effeft that 
is fingiilar in the hiftory of the human fpede^* 
The manners of the people in the New Worid 
who had made the greateft progrefs in the at ts of* 
policy, were, in feveral refpefts, the moft fero- 
cious, and the barbarity of fome of their cuftotos 
exceeded even thofe of the favage ftate* 

Pretenfions The empire of ?eru boafts of an higher anti* 

an high In- quity than that of Mexico. According to the 

tiquity traditionary accounts coUefted by the Spaniards, 

it had fubfifted four hundred years, under twelvd 

fucceflive monarchs. But the knowledge of 

their ancient ftory, which the Peruvians could 

uncertain, communicate to their conquerors, muft have 

been 
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be<9 t^och io^r^eS; w^ ui^certaia\ Uk^ the book 
ot|)§f. Aoji^ricaQ oatipA^, they wer^ tpt^Uy unac- .^ 
quahited with \hp^t of writiag, and deftitut? of 
the anjy iwane by which tbp memory, of p^ 
traitfiuStiott^ can be preferv^d with any dj^rf;? Qf y 
accuracy. Even among people to whpm^ die. ufe 
of letters is known, the aera where the authw- -. 
ticity of hi£of y commences is much pofterior to 
the introdudion of writmg. That noble inyen* 
tion continued, everywhere, to he long iuh- 
f^a'vient to the common bufinefs and ^ants of 
life, before it was employed in recording jevents,. . 
with a view of conveying information from one 
age tO' another. But in no country did ever 
tradition alone carry down hillorical knowledge, 
in any full continued ftream, during a period of 
h^lf the length that the monarchy of Peru is faid 
fp ha^ye fubfijfted. 



The ^^i^os^ or knots, on cords of ; differj^at Defers in 
colours, wfatch are celebrated by authors fond of cord7by 
the marvellous, as if they had been regular ^'^"' 
annals of the empire, imperfeftly fupplied «he 
phce of writing. According to the oblcure 
defcription of them by Acofta ^ which Garcilafla 
de fa Vega has adopted with little variation and 
Hid imf^rovement, the quipos feem to have been a 

> *. Stfc. NOTE ^XLL. > Hitt, Hb. vi. c. 8. 

/I . Y 4 device 
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B }» o dcf* deVicte for t>enderihg calculation mdrfe cxpdBffoifSr^ 
uatid^accurdte; By tfie various coldtird diffi^^i?'- 
obj^asfwere denoted) and by each hm a diftMSI^ 
numberi Tbi!» an account ivad taken, ^aitiA:'^' 
kkid* of regUter kept^ oi the inbhbit^te in eaeh-^ 
province, or of the feveral produdiona coH^ded'^ 
there for public ufe. But as by thefe knots, 
I^ywever varied or combined, no naoral or ab* 
ftmd idea, no. operation or quality of tke mindr 
could be reprefiaitcd, they contributed littk to-. 
vdl^ds prefer ving Uie memory of ancient; ^^^entp • 
apdioftitations. By the Mexican patndog^ and 
fytoiboli^, rudb as they were, more knowledge t>f ^ 
rMiote' tjTftnfoftions feems to have been: coii^i 
vgyedj^ttoa the Peruvians could derive firop^thj^r* 
bfi^iti^d^uipQS.. Had the latter bedn.eKepi of- 
ulMe : wienfiv^ wfe^ and better adapted toJupply,; 
thi placid, of written records, they periflied li^ 
gesaerally^ . together with other monumenta. of! 
Eferuvian.ipgemiity, in the wreck occaiGoned bty 
the Spanifli conqueft, and the dvil wacs ibb»^' 
fequent to it, that no acceiBon of U^t ckl 
knowledge comes from them. All the zeal :o£^ 
Garcilaflb de la Vega, for the honour of that 
race of monarchs from whom he defcende^ gill 
the induliry (?f his refearches, and the fuperior 
advantages with which he carrbd them on^ 
opened no fource of information unknown to 
the Spaniih authors who wrote bdbre him. In 
■ i.' his 
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H^SffSfiCoV^Mn^^rmi he confines himtelf tQ^Bjo^ic t 
iJte^Wf. what. 'they had relaied, concer^i^ that .^ ^ m,^ 
afiteiJjJsqs md mUtitmom of Peru ' 5 and hi|« 
ittuftriBtioaSr iike their accounts, are derived «a- . 
tii^eiy &om the traditionary tales current among i 
hi6;Coimtrjmen« 
■>'.,' ' * ' ' 

'Very little credit then is due to the mintrte * 
detaih which have been given of the exploits, the 
battle, the conquefts, and private character of ^ 
the early Peruvian monarchs. We can reft' 
up6n nothing in their ftory, as authentic, but a 
few^^ifts, fo interwoven in the fyftem of theiif 
rel^ion and policy, as prefer ved the fnemory of^ 
them from' being loft ; and upoii the defcriptiQii' 
of' fuch ctiftoms and inftitutions ad. continued ' 
irtJf§We at the time of the conquert^ '^ftd feU* 
uride)^ the immediate obfervatiori of Thi Spaiiiajrd& 
By attending carefully to thefe, iind fendeivDur- 
ing to' fe|>arate them from what appears to 
be* ikbttlous, or of doubtful authorit^, I have; 
laboured to form an idea of the Peruvian gov^'n- : 
ment and mariners. ' 

■ TriE people of Peru, as I have already ob- origin of 
ferved% had not advanced beyond the rudeft p^uc^^^^^^^^ 
form of favage life, when Manco Capac, and • 

-/ *Lih. 1. c*io. ** Book vi, p.* 1 2^, 5cc.; 

f' his 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



jy> HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

hi^ cotlort Mama Ocollo, appeaj^ed to in(l;iu6): 
add ^vilme tbenu Who thefe ^sitTwf4iwjy a 
perfixiages were, whethor they imported * thdt . 
{jA^m of legiflation and knowkdge.of ajtts from . 
fome coantry more improved, or, if native^ 
of Peru, how they acquired ideas fo far fuperior 
to thofe of the people whom they addreffed, are 
circumftafDces with refped to' which the Peruvian^ 
tradition conveys no information. Manco Capac. 
and his confort, taking advantage of the propafi^ ■ 
fity in the Peruvians to fuperftition, and parti^' 
cularly of their veneration for the Sun, pretended ^ 
to be children of that glorious luminary,* and to^ 
deliver their inftru£Uons in his name, and bjr^^ 
authority from him. ' The muhitude liftened and 
believed. What reformation in policy and mari:-^ 
riers the Peruvians ifcribe to thofe founder^ d^ 
their empire, and how, from the pcecepts of th^ 
Inca and his confort, their anceftors graduaH^ 
acquired fome knowledge of thofe artsj afti' 
fome relifli for that induftry, which render fttb^^ 
fiftence fecure and life comfortable, halh beetl 
formerly related. Thofe bleffings were oiiginatti^ 
confined within narrow precinfts ; but in prb* 
cefs of time, the fucceflbrs of Manco Capaci 
extended their dominion over all the regicsfti 
that ftretch to the weft of the Andes from Chill 
to Quito, ieftablifhing in every province theit 
peculiar policy and religious inftitutioas.. 

The 
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• T«B moft fmgular and ftrikinjj circ^mftance b o t> x ' 
!rt tte' Peruvian gcvdmrtient, is the influence ot ^ ^"'m# 
rofigion upon its genius and laws. Religious fo."?^^*"* 
ideas make fuch a feeble impreffion on the mind '^ ^ 
of a iavage, that their eflfeft upon his fefttimeois 
and manners is hardly perceptible. Among the 
Mexicans, religion, reduced into a regular fyftem^ - 
and holding a confiderable place in their puUic 
ioAitutions, operated with confpicuOus efficacy ia^ 
forming the peculiar charader of that peopb» 
But in Peru, the whole fyftemof civil policy was 
f^iBfjided on religion. The Inca appeared not 
only as a legiflator, but as the mcflenger of 
I|^ven,. His precepts were received not merely 
a^jf^e inJMiiftions of a fuperior^ but as the man- 
dates pf the Deity. His race was to be heM, 
lacr^d.j and in order to preferve it diJtinft, 
\ifjjhout being polluted by any mixture of lefjs, 
i^l^le: blood, the fons of Manco Capac married 
tfci^ir own fifters, and no , perfqn was ever ad- 
mittied tp, the throne who could not claim it by. 
fi^ a, .pure defcent. To thofe Children ef Phc. 
Smj^: for that was the appellation beftowed upoi;i 
all the offspring of the firfl Inca, the people 
loafeed up with the reverence due to beings of a 
Superior order. They were deemed to be under 
the immediate proteftion of the deity from whom 
they iffued, and by him every order of the 
reigning Inca was fuppofed to be dilated. 

-^ ' From 
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HOOK. fjiOM thofe ideas twQ confefm^nce^ .r^yj^t?4* 
l^ w y ji j^' ^^^ authority of the Inca was unlipiited .^^ 
a^kaS' ^bfolute, JH the moft extenfivem^ani^gtof |he 
effcas of words. Whenever the decrees of a prince afiC 
confidered as the commands of the Divinity^ \t 
is not only an a£t of rebellion, but of impiety^ ^o 
The abfo- difpute or oppofe his will. Obedience becomes 
4 UtTinca. 2). duty of religipu } and as it would be propbane 
to control a monarch who is believed to be under 
the guidance of Pleaven, and prefumptuous to 
4dvife him, ' nothing remains but to fubmit with 
implicit refpefk. This miift neceffarily be the 
effefl: of every government eftabliffied on pre- 
tepfions of intercourfe with fuperior powers^. 
Such accordingly was the blind fubmiifion whicli 
the Peruvians yielded to their fovereigns. Tb^ 
perfpns of highefl: rank and greateft power in 
their dominions acknowledged them to l?e bi 
a^more exalted nature ; and in teftimony of this^ 
when admitted into their prefence, they enterea 
with a burd^ upon their fhoulders, a;S an emblepi 
of their fervitude, and willingnels to bear what- 
ever the Inca was pleafed to impbfe. Among 
their fubjeds, force was not requifite to fecond 
their commands. Every ofEcer cntrufted with 
the execution of them was revered, and, accord^ 
ing to the account of an intelligent obferver of 
Peruvian manners^, he might proceed alotie 

• ZamtCi lib. L c. 13* 

from 
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frbi^ one extremity of the empire to another ^ y^ *^ 

Avithbtit ' meeting oppofition; for, on producing % mm ^i mt ^ 

'a'frfnge from the royal Borla, an otnament of 

tiie heacJ peculiar to the reigning Inca, the ^ 

lives iand fortunes of the people were it his 

difpofah 

' Another confequence of eftabliftiing govern- An cdme$ 
ment in Peru on the foundation of religion was, c^apitaiiy. 
that all crimes were punifhed capitally. They 
v{'ere not confidered as tranfgreiGons of hurhan 
laws, btit as infults offered to the Deity. / 'Eicfi^ 
ivifhout any diftinftion between fuch as were 
l^ight ^nd fuch as were atrocious, called for 
veiigeance, and could be expiated oiily by the 
oiood of the offender. Confpiiantly to t lie feme 
Jdeas, piinifiiment followed the trefpafs with in- 
cvijtable certainty, becaufe an bffenoe againft 
peaven was deemed fuch an high enormity 
as 'could not be pardoned ^ Among a^people 
of corrupted morals, maxims of jurifprudence fo 
levere and unrelenting, by rendering men fero- 
l^lous and delperate, would be more apt io 
multiply crimes than to reftrain them. But the 
Peruvians, of fimple manners and unfufpicious 
faith j were held in fuch awe by this rigid dit 
cipline, tliat the number of offenders was c^* 

f Vega, hT>. ii. c. 6. 

i tremeiy 
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tratiel]r fm^^li. Veneration for monarchs, iei** 
lighletiea and dirked, ad they believed,' by Ae 
l^vimty 'whom they adoi-ed, prompt^ them tii 
tkch*iiiity ; the dread of pimiflitncnt, which they 
^n^e taught to confider as unavoidable vengeauji* 
inflifted by offended Heaven, withheld tfefe» 
firom evil. 

jtfiid genius TttE fyftem of fuperftition on which the Incai^ 
li&uui. ' .k^;9i^ted thdx pretentions to fuch high authoritjr^ 
was ; of a genius very different from that e&»- 
J^flbed among the Mexicans* Manco Capac 
4urped the vieneration of his foHower^ .en^dy 
toM^ir<l5 ^satuf ^ objeds. The Sun, as the gr8«t 
iafovce of light, of joy, and fertility in thb 
creation, ^tratdied their principal homage^ The 
Mc^onand Stars, as co-operating with hJ0i,^w3|^ 
^tkled to feiJoiidary honours. Wherever dte 
'Pffopenfity in the human mind to.acknowlfedg|s 
and to adore fome iuperior power, take$ thiB 
ilise^lion^ and is employed in contemplating the 
joa^r and beneficence that really exifl in itatuM, 
Ac fpirit of fuperftition is mild. Whet^tAdr 
rimaginary hmngs, created by £he fancy aad the 
iears of men^ are fuppofed to prefide in natui^, 
' jand fcecome the objeds of worfliip, fuperltttito 
^ways affumes a more fevere and atrocious form. 
Of the latter we have an example among the 
Mexicans, of the former among the people of 

Peru. 
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Peru, The Peruvians had not, indeed, madt ^%^^ 
fech progrefs in obfcrvation or inquiry, as to 
Jjave attained juft conceptions of the Deity ; n<»r 
yg^ (tkeare.in tb(»r lang^ugr any pro^ xmoe 4C 
appellation of the Supreme Power» which imv 
mafiH, thfbi they bad formed any idea of hi A at 
the Creator and Governor of the World *. But 
by direfting their veneration to that glorious 
iumhiary, which, by its univerfal and vivifying 
energy, is the bed emblem of divine beneficence, 
«he rites and obfervances which they deemed 
acceptable to him were innocent and hosnutis* 
Sliey oSoml to the Sun a part <tf tbofe pt» 
ifo^j^Qitt which hia genial wimtli had oaiai 
iimhironi the befom of the eao^ andreami a* 
maturity* They facrificcd, as an objationr ef 
^isalitude, fome of the animals which were in^ 
4ebted to his influence for noutifbment. TTbefr 
^ei^nted to him choice fpecimens of tbofe works 
<»f ringe&uity which his light had guided the hand 
t^ man in fonaing. But the. Incas never ftained 
i^s akars with human blood, nor could they 
jtelfiiirft tlM tiMR' be aefi c cflt fedicr the Sua 
mwM be 4d^kled with ftich horrid ndUms \ 
Thw the Pwuviani, unaoquaiiited widi thofe 
^f^^tmam riiea which earinyiifh fcafihiKcy, and 

, « Acofb, lib. V, c. 3, fc Sec NOTE XLIL^ 

fuppxefs 
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fupprefs the feelings of nature at the fight of 
human fufferings, were formed by the fpirit of 
the fuperftition which they had adopted, to a 
national charafter, more gentle than that of any 
, people in America. 

itsinfluence The influence of this fuperftition operated im 
lity, * the fame manner upon their civil inftitutions, 
and tended to correft in them whatever was 
adverfe to gentlenefs of character. The domi- 
nion of the Incas, though the moft abfolute of 
^ll defpotifms, was mitigated by its alliance with 
leligion. The mind was not humbled and 
depreffed by the idea of a forced fubjeftion 
to the will of a fuperior ; obedience, paid to o»C 
who was believed to be clothed with diving 
authority, was willingly yielded, and implied iio 
degradation. The fovereign, confcious that the 
fubmiffive reverence of his people flowed from 
their belief of his heavenly defcent, was con- 
tinually reminded of a diftinftion which prompted 
him to imitate that beneficent power which he 
was fuppbfed to reprefent. In confequaice of 
thofe impreffions, there hardly occurs in the 
traditional hiftory of Peru, any inftance of 
. rebellion againft the reigning prince, and ankmg 
twelve fucceflive monarchs, there was not one 
tyrant. 

Even 
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tevEK the wars m which the liicas engaged, book 
Were carried on with a fpirit very different front* «. -,^^ 
that 6f other American nations. They fought ^f^^''^"/*'^*'" 
not, like lavages, to deflroy and esttetminate ; or, fyften*- 
like the Mexicans, to glut blood-thirfty divinities 
with human facrifices. They conquered, in 
order to reclaim and civilize the vanquiflied, ahd 
to diffufe the knowledge of their own ififtitutionS 
arid arts* ' Prifoneirs feem riot to have been ex- 
poled to the infults and tortutes, which were 
then* lot in every other part of the New World. 
The Incas took the people whom they fubdued 
imder their protection, and admitted them to a 
participation of all the advantage^ enjoyed by 
their original fubjefts. This praftice, fo repug* 
nant to Am.-srican ferocity, and refembling thd 
humanity of the mofl: poMied nations, muft be 
afcribed, like other peculiarities which we have, 
obftrved in the Peruvian manners, to the genius 
of their reKgion. The IhcSs, c6nfidering the 
homage paid to any other objeft than to the 
heavenly powers which they adored as impious, 
iffete fdiid of gaining profelytes to their fevourite 
fyfterii. The idols of every conquered pYovince 
were carried in triumph to the great temple 
at Cuzco^, and placed there as trophies of the 
fuperior power of -the divinity who was the pro- 

* Hcrrera, dec. 5. lib. iv. c. 4. Vega, lib. v. c. 12. 

VOL. III. 2 tedor 
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h^v:e jthe'^^log^pf haying: addc;d to f^f; nqjatj^frn 
^ ..^^^^of jO^fj.v^piijies of ^k.fetl^cr the Sun^a -..cdii 

Peculiar ..yflEij ftaic of property in Peru wa« not- I^.>i 
pc^ty. firfgj^&r than that, of wligion, and contribute^u 
iilbe^Kifc^ tpvttrdlgivtng a mild turn !of ctoiiafkdiKn 
to:J^fi people. All the^andfc capabfo^of culriyte,^ 
tio^ifvei':^ divided: iota three, flMirc58>: ^Ctae-liwid:^ 
cc»(«r^|^ to the So% 3nd rhe.prodrtflHofiUt/x 
ivg|i " ajqp%d, itp jthe : i??e^ion of teiApl^- caiyfco 
furmfliiog{wfe?i^i^si,rfiqi^ifHt towards rcdeb^diagm 
^ th^gobMfiiimtrfccI^on* .. ThefepottAfefilwigRd 
tOr$h0:Ii«»^M4v^WJi«^fetcapart^s^ ^,^§m&mi& 
myerrfeyi i^ Qi^lwpftuiMy fqr (fee fiipp?«foT©fm 
gOY^r©mei«iic\The iWfd wdJarg^rfl^^^Wlio'l 
refe]?Yi^ nl^r : :th6^ 6ia«aQe»amce . .o£ i :th^/99(^kil 
araongxitfilom^ it. was paixjblied- odt..x^^;J&^^ 
individualsy however » nor c6mmua^s^iiu^<t'0w^ 
right of exclufive property in the portion fet 
apATJ ,% <hw «fe. They poJTe&d it pjMy fc^ 
year^.at; tl^ expiratipa of which a,ne\K ^yig^p^.i 
was ffli?id^ in proportion to the rank,, the fH4ni)jgjf^^ 
and (;x5gencies of each fapiily. All thpjG? I^s^^^ 
i^ere ^uU^xate4 .by the joJAt i^duftfry j^ t^^ 
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coimfiffii?jr. ' liie^'eoplei fummdned by a ptopet^ b o p ^k 
offid^;' fet>airea*iri a body to the fi^Ms, ^aiid pi>r.^' > ^"^^^^ 
foritned' thek coitimon talk, while foibgsr ahcf^' 
mirfSfcal'' idftrum^ts cheered them to thfeft 
labour ^ By this fingular diftribtition of *tch5-*'Efl^aiof 
tory, as well as by the mode of cultivating it, the ^'** 
idea 'of a ^Dmmon imereft^ ^nd of m«tual fi^ 
ferrtendyv was continuaHy inctileated. ^Elagh - 
initividiai f^t hig conneAbn w^th thofe atdundl i 
hka^ and knew that he de|knded !0«i ; their * 
frieifdly aid for what indreafe K0 wad t& ft2ip. 
A^ftlKte- thtts conftituted may be cohfiderfed 'dt*^ 
od^' great ifamily, in which the uni<lft^^'i the '' 
iny^beri>wasfo complete,; and tho tkclmi^t^^' 
gd0d\t^Stois ib perceptible^ j^ to breafe ftifdnger^ 
atctfe&itteiit, and to bind man to Moi fn^th^r 
iakrci»r^4f than fubfift^dtifider any fdttoi icyf- 
foekfy 6ftstbh%ed m Ameriei.^^Prom thi^^re^ 
fulMl'gQntie' manners, and mild yh^toed miknown ? 
in'dfis'fi^ageftate, and wkfa which tbe Kfoxi^na:/ 
W6r^>fictla acquainted* - /-'r .; 

'Bfc+,' tfebugh the inftitutions of tbe Incas^ere ' incqtaiity 
fo'ftaiWcti is to ftrcngthen the bonds of itfifiCHon''^ '-''*'*' 
amttii^^Hiyf'Yubjeas, there was great inequality 
in ttt^r emotion. The diftiiiftion of ranks Waa 
fatly eftibKihe*^ in Peru, A j^reat body of tlie 

* llerreraf d<i. y. Ubrtv^ c. 2. Vega, Bb. v* c. 5. 
'^ ' z 2 inhabitants. 
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. inhabitants, und^ the denomination of Tanaconas^ 
were held in a ftate of fervitude. Their garb 
and houfes were of a form different from thofe 
of fpeeincn* Like the Tamemes of Mexico, they 
^ttt employed in carrying burdens, and in per- 
forming evety other work of drudgery ". Next 
to them in rank, were fuch of the people as were 
free, but diftinguiflied by no oiScial or hereditary 
honours* Above; them were raifed, thofc whom 
,the Spaniards call Orejones^ from the ornaments 
worn JA their ears. They formed what niay be 
denominated the order of nobles, and in peace 
as well as war beld every ofGce of power or 
truft*. At the head of all were the cUldrtn 
of the Sun, whoi by their high defcent' aftd 
peculiar privfle^s, were as much exalted dbove 
the Orejones, as thefe were elevated above tlie 
people. • - •' . 

State of artf. SucH a form of fociety, from the union oHts 
members, as well as from the diftinftion in their 
ranks, was favourable to progrefs in the arts. 
But the Spaniards having been acquainted with 
the improved ftate of various arts in Mexico^ 
fcveral years before they difcovered Peru, were 
not fo much ftruck with what they obfervcd 

'» Hcrrcta, dec. 5. lib. ui. c. 4. Eb. x. c. 8. 
•" Hcrrcr'Hj dec. 5. lib. iv. c. X. 

in 
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h\ the latter country, and defcribe the appear- book 
ances of ingenuity there with lefs warmth of ^ ^,-^lf 
admiration. The Peruvians, neverthelefs, had 
advanced far beyond the Mexicans, borfi in the 
tieceflary arts of life, and in fuch as have fome 
title to the name of elegant. 

In Peru, agriculture, the art of primary ne- improved 
ceffity in foclal life, was more extenfive, and cuTturef^''* 
carried on with greater Jkill than in any part of 
America. The Spaniards, in their progrefs 
through the country, were fo fully fupplied with 
pro'vifions of every kind, that in the relation 

. of their adventures we meet with few of rhofe 
difinal fcenes of diftrefs occafioned by famine, in 

^ which the conquerors of Mexico were fo often 

^ pvolved. The quantity of foil uiider cultivatinn 
was not left to the difcretion of individuals, but 
regulated by public authoriiy in proportion to 
the exigencies of the community. Even the 
calamity of an unfruitful feafon was but little 
felt,' for the produft of this lands confecrated to 

.the Sun, as well as thofe fet apart for the Incas, 
being depofited in the Tajiibos^ or public ftore- 
hpufes, it remained there as a ftated provifion 
. . for times of fcarcity ^ As the extent of cultiva- 
tion was determined with fuch provident attention 

^ Zarate, lib. i. c. 14. Vega, lib. 1. c. 8. 

z 3 to 
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V 

B o.Q i^ to the demands of the ftafe, tb? invention and 
induflry of the Peruvians were called forth to 
extraordinary exertions, by certain defedh pe- 
cvjiar to their climate and foil. A)l the vaft 
rivers that flow from the Andes take their cdurfe 
eaftward to the Atlantic Ocean. Peru is watered 
only by fome ftreams which rufh down from the 
mountains like torrents. A great part of the 
low country is fan4y and barren, and never 
refreihed with rain* In order to render fuch an 
unpromifing region fertile, the ingenuity of the 
Peruvians had re^ourfe to various expedients, 
$y trieans of artificial (^anals conduced, with 
niuch* patience and confiderable art, irom th^^ 
torfciifs' that poured acrofs their country, they 
conveyed 'a >tgular fupply of moifture to theSr 
iieldsX -Tltey'ennch^ the foil by manurmgit 
with' thie diing of fei-fowls, of whiqh they 'fe^id 
i^n inexhauftfl^le ttore on all the iflands fcatfrired 
^Ibng their coafts \ In defcribing the cu'ftSfiife 
of any nation thoroughly civilized, fuch praflfc^^ 
would hardly drawatlGitpn, or be meptibhfedtU 
in any degree remarkable ; but in th^ Tiiftory 6f 
the imptovident race of men ip th? New World, 
they are entitle4 to notice as fiqgular prbofs 
pf in^uftry and of art* The ufe of the plbogh, 

. P Zarate> lib. i. c. 4/ Vega, h*b. v. c» i>.& 24. 

* Acoft?, lib. iv. c. ^7. Vega, lib. v. c. 3, gee NOTE 
XLIII. . , . 1 v: . 
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Their 
bui.dings. 



lUcfeed,^ ' 'Wks unknown t o th e Per uvJan s , ' They ^ ^^^^ k 
Jiurned up the earth with' a kind of mattOck' df 
Hard wood ^ Nor- was this labour' deemed fo 
degrading as to be devolved wholly upon the 
women. Both' fexes joined in performing this 
neceflary work. Even the children of the Sun" 
iet an example of indudry, by cultivating a field 
near Cuzco with their own hands, and "they 
dimified this funftion by denominatmjr it their 

triumph over the earth *• 

'■:\: "f ■ ,:• • . .\' . :■' :,:■" pn'::rnr-qrrj 

,: Jhe Xuperior ingenuity of jhe^ Pei:\jyxgn$ c^s 

.jjbviQus, likewife, in the couftrui^iji.pf t^^e^• 

.jioufes and public buildings... In tpie,e^(:ejQftye 

|^^n$ which (Iretch along the ^pacifif:^Qceg.n, 

<wb^e the fky is perpetually .ferefry, and ;tt^ 

^lyn;^te Joaild, their houfes werc-yery^iif operly. 9f 

;ji. fabfic extremely flight. JBut Jp, th^ l^SMf 

;^^iOft§, ?yhere rain falls, whcr« the viciffitudf^ of 

fe^foiisi& known, and tiieir -rigour fejl^ Jooufes 

weris, conftrufted with greater folidity.. jThey 

tWej^ generally of a fquare form, the wall§ -about 

gig1it?/eet high, built with bricks hardened in, the 

rfun, without any windows, and thp door low aiid 

ftrait. Simple as thefe ftruftures were,, and 

rude as the materials may feem to be of which 

they were formed, they \vffre fo durable', that 

' Zar^tc, lib. i. c 8. • Vega, lib. v. e. i. ■ 

^ ' Z4 many 
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fti^<Ji'^ many of them flill fublift in 4iffer«fit fam' 
qf:P<iro, long after every ipomiment that tHtgfaH 
Ij^ve tionvjeyod to «$ any idea of the domeftic* 
i^f^ of tbe.ptber American nations has vaniibedj 
ipDcnnlhe.£acc of the earth* But it was in the 
t^mpka Qonfecrated to the Sun, and in the: 
buiUiogs deilincd for the rcfidence of their 
wonarchs, that the Peruvians difplay^d the uti- 
itioft extent of their art and contrivance. The* 
defcriptkwig of them by fuch of the Spanifii^ 
iwrito-s as- had an opportunity of contemplatiiig 
them^ • wbik; in fome meafure, entire, might 
bftvfj appeared highly exaggerated, if the ruins 
vhich.ftill remain, did not vouch the truth of 
tbfiir rdaticps. . Thefe ruins of facred of royaJ' 
l^^ildini^s arc found in every province of the 
i^pire, and by their frequency demonftrafe that 
they are monuments of a powerful people, who. 
muft have fubfifted, during a period of fome 
extent, ia a. ftate of no inconfiderable improver 
meut;. They appear to have been edifices various 
in th^ir dimenfions. Some of a moderate fize^ 
m^ny. pf immenfe extent, all remarkable for 
fplidity, and refembling each other in the ftik of 
architeiSure. . The temple of Pachacamac, toge* 
tber ivith a palace of the Inca, and a fortrcfs^ 
were fo conneded together as to form one great 
ftrufture, above half a league in circuit. In this 
prodigious pile, the fame lingular tafte \n build* 

' ing 
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tfg;J^ ii^fA^oxAf m in othtr wotkrof ihip *^'o* 

BAiuciai»4 <A9 diey were omcqiiatiatod'i^ttlf* 

dtt «ife.o( the paUef, and othet 'mi^thaiiicftti 

poweiirs, and oouiil not elevate the largb ftotl<ii- 

and bricks \Hhich they empioyed in bnildbg^tat 

my confidorabk height, the walls of this edifice^* 

ia'vrhich they feem to have made their gr^ttfti 

eSEoTi towards magaifioence, did not riie abow 

twelve feet from the ground* Though they hadr 

not dtfcovetcd the ufe of mortar or of any other- 

cmeitit m building, the bricks or iiones^ *w^rir 

ji^d with fi> mudi nicety, that th^ fbamreaA' 

bsprdly be difcemed ^ The apartments, aifi far a$t 

the diftiibution of them can be traced in th^r 

xiuuns^ were ill-dirpofed, and afforded iiitle atfcom^' 

0i6dation. There was not a finite window 'ih- 

^y part of the building ; and as n6 Kgfit eoiilSP 

enter but by the door, all tfte ^partteents oP 

lUgdt dimenfion muft either havd been pef feftiy^ 

dafffc, or illuminated by folrie other means. Biit 

wMi 9tll thefe, and many othtir imperfe^io^s' 

that might be mentioned in their a!rt of building, 

the works^ of the Peruvians which ftill remain,' 

amft be confidered as ftnpendous effbrts of a 

people. unaeqoainted with the ufe of iron, and 

convey to us an high idea of the power pofTeffed 

by their ancient monarchs* 



« Sec NOTE XLIV. 



These^- 
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ro'd'Kt^ •» iTiiESB^ ho^tet^were not chtlndbteft 'dt \ifflSffi 
V y - nfeful tvorks of the Incas. ITie tiro gtfeit itti«3 
Th^piibiic §pQ^ Cnsco^ Quitoi extet^hJmg in aft uifintft? 
' W|>t6d fttet^halbovse fifteett hundred niil6^,^*ia6^ 
d^led to iWrhigha' praife. The one was? ^6W 
4e&ed thriEKij^ the mterior and mounttiiitd?uS 
€mnitji xhe other through the plates ' oh thfe 
fea^roadw From the langiiz^e of adm*ratk)ft'fii 
W*wtb fofte of the eirly ivriters txpreh thiS^ 
a^m(hm^t]%'wben^hey firfl: viewed thofe h>'adS]| 
»ftd4rom tfee moi^ pompotts defcrfptioiisfof laEtt* 
^Titers, who /labour to fupport fome^ fstvotiflWr 
theory concei^mg America, one might be led W 
^ebmpare this* work of the Ineas to the^feiikrtii 
toilittiry ways 'which remain as monuments^' tti^ 
ike-Rdmah pbwter: but in a country '^^*i 
ife^re wdfr no^fi^m^ animal e^ccept the liadiii^ 
which wi»'«e^er ufed for draught, arid but Mt^ 
w a b«aft of bui^fleny where the high roads ^JriSfe 
feldom trod by any but a human foot, no gttet* 
degree of hboi^r or art was tequiflte In ibrwhi^ 
4heiiu The Peruvian roads were only fifteei 
C«et in. breadth", and in many pbfcces fb flightiy 
fcaroed^ ^hat time has effaced eveiy veftige ofAe 
cou^fe iA which they ran. In the low country 
l^ul^.mpre feems to haive been dono, tfaioi iio 
plant trees or to fix pofts at certain intervals, in 

" Cieca, c. 60. ,,,-,. 

. < order 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HISTOAYa or* AMfiRHCtA- 347 

^f^4fi vmkrthe pfqpes rout(t.^«rav^Her». To ^^<ym 
9ip^ 9r ;pa)th Jtljiroygh the moQatainom eountMif ^. -\J- r 
vf^^,:^, more arduous taft* Emmeoccs- oreM 
If^elli^^ aflui holJo\iK& filled wj>, and^ for uib« 
pri^rv^tipn of the yoad k v^^sc fenced iwitii 
9,1>^ of turf,.. -A^ proper diftaa^eSj T^mbcrt, 
Qi?itqrehoufcs> were lerie^ted f<^ the Mco;iimQd2« 
^p^ oi the. Inca and ]n& attendants^ In tbdr pco^ 
g^g through his dominions. From the manner 
ipjfi^hich the road was originally .formed in tUi 
hif^^ ai>d ^^re imperviQu& r^fponyk ha$ prc#(4 
j^^^e.dw^able } and though, froa^ thriaatttntio^ 
pf the Spaniards to every objeft b^ttbat pf 
JH[^orkmg, their mines, nothing has.be^^dop* 
T^w^^rd^ He?pixig it in repair, iu courfe i^pay ftiU 
^.t^ac^dr. Sufrh was the o^bfat^ ioad:of 
4)^,I&cas) and even from tJua 'defcxipdkvot^ 
i^flft^d- of every eircmnftance of manifdS: (e»- 
^l^r^n, or of fufpidous afped, it. muft be 
iK>nridered as a ftriking proof of an extraordinary 
|>H)tgre& in improvement and policy. Tor tte 
lo^vage tribes of America, the idea of facilitating 
f:bmmunication with places at a diftance bisA 
jiever occurred. To the Mexicans It was hardly 
|ciiown« Even in the mod: civilized coUhfries <^ 
JBuropo, men bad advanced far in refinement^ 

^ Xerez, p. 189. 191. Zarate, lib. 1. c. 13, 14. Vega, 
Kb. IX. c. 13. Bougu^ Voyage, p. 105. Ulloa Entretcnc 
, micntos, p. 365. 

* before 
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IfQOK before it became a regular c^yejft of natioh^l 
V-V-— »* police to form fuch roads as Tender int^cour^e 
commodious. It was a capital objeft of Romart 
policy to dpea a communication with all thd 
proTznccs of their extenfive empire, by means of 
(hofe roads which arc juftly confidered as one of 
the noblefl monuments both of their wifdom aud 
their power. But during the long reign of 
barbwfmj the Roman roads were neglefted or 
d^ftroyed ; and at the time when the Spaniards 
entered Peru, no kingdom in Europe coi^ld 
bqaft of any work of public utility that could be 
comp2^red with the great roads formed by the 
Incas. 

and bridges. The formation of thofe roads introduced 
another improvement in Peru equally unknown 
over all the reft, of America. In its courfe from 
ibuth to north, the road of the Incas wa§ intgr- 
fected by all the torrents which roll from the 
Andes towards the Weftern Ocean. From the 
rapidity of their courfe, as well as from tfee 
frequency and violence of their inundation, thefe 
were hot fordable. Some ejcpedient, however, 
was to be found for paffing.them. The Peru*, 
vians, from their unacquainiance with the 'ufe of 
arches, and their inability to work in wood, 
could not conftruft bridges either of ftone or 
timber. But neceffity, the parent of invention, 

fuggefted 
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ftiggeftcd a dedce which fuppKcd that ilefea. ^'i^o k 
They formed cablesi of great ftrength, by twirt- 
iftg together fdme of the pliable withs or ofiers, 
with which their country abounds ; fix o^ thefe 
cables they ftretched acroft the flream parallel to 
one another, aiid made them faft on each fide* 
Thefe they bound firmly together by interweav- 
ing fmaller ropes fo clofe, as to form a eompaft 
pi^ce of net-work, which being covered with 
branches of trees and earth, they paflfed along it 
with tolerable fecurity*. Proper perfons were 
Appointed to attend at each bridge, to keep it m 
repair, and to affift paflengers^ In the level 
country, where the rivers became deep and 
broad and ftill, they are paffed in Balzas^ or 
floats ; in the conftruftion, as well as navigation 
of which, the ingenuity of the Peruvians appears 
to ' be far fuperior to that of any people in 
America. Thefe had advanced no farther in 
haval Ikill than the ufe of the paddle, or oar } 
the Peruvians ventured to raife a maft, and 
fpread a fail, by means of which their balzas hot 
only went nimbly before the wind, but could 
veer and tack with great celerity "". 

« S^e NOTE XLV. 
.' r Sancho ap. Ram. lii. 376. B. Zarate, lib. i. c. 144 
Veg», lib. iii. c. 7, 8. Hcrrtra, dec. 5. lib. iv. c. 3, 4, 

* Ulba Voy* i. 167, &c. 

' ' ' ' Nor 
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B o 1^% Noft were the ingemiity atid art bf the Pern*' 
'■ tfi.r^ >^i^^u,fir^ni^A folely to ohjcas cf cffehtial tttilityj ' 
SfiiJ^er They had made feme progreft in arts, wWcft* 
««• may be called elegant. They poffeffed 'the ' 

precious raetak in greater abundance than'aiiy 
people of America. They obtained gold in the 
fame manner with the Mexicans, by fearchingirt 
the channels of rivers, or wafliing tlie earth 
in whkh particles of ft were contained. But Irf 
otxler to procure filver, they exerted no incon. ' 
fiderable degree of fkill and invention. They ' 
had not, indeed, attained the art of finkii'iy^* 
a Ihaft into the bowels of the earth, and f>erie-^ ' 
triting to the riches concealed there ; but they ' 
hollowed deep caverns on the banks of tiverf " 
and the fides of mountains, and emptied faeh*'^ 
veins as did not dip fuddenly beyond their reach* 
la other plai;esi where the vein fay fteir^ the 
furfeure, ih&fd^g pits to fuch a depth, that iW^^ 
perfon who worked below could throw oiKUbel^' 
ore, or hand it up in bafkets *. They had dlf*^ 
centered the art of fnlelting and refihing tW^/^ 
either by the fimple application of fire^ or whe*^-^- 
the ore was more ftubborn, and impregnated "^ 
with foreign fubftances, by placing it in fmall' 
ovens or fumacesi on high groundsf, fb artiflti^ffly* ' 
conftrudted, that the draught of air performed^ 



* RamufiO) ill. 4x4. A* 



the 
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d|^.fi^£Uoiipf a4>eVows, au^ogiae wiibrwtiAili 
they w^e. totally ,unac(iuaiiu^d. By tbia fioifile' 
device, the purer ore* were fme^ed wkh J&rtiluy^ 
aud the quan^ty of filver in Peru was fo coft? 
fide^able, that many of the uteafik employed 4a 
the. funftions of commcui life were .made of it \ 
Several of thofe veflfels and trinkets are faid ' 
to have merited no fmall degree, of , eftim^tipn, 
oa account of the neatnefs of the workmanijhip^ 
as ^^lyell as the intrinfic value of the materials* 
Bu; as the conquerors of yA^merica were yeU 
acquainted with the latter, but had fcarcely^any ' 
cpn^xption of the former, mof): of the filver 
vefl'ds and trinkets were melted down, and rated - 
acppord^g to the weight and fiinei^efs of the metal * 
in^i^ei ^ivifio^ of the fpoiK. ' . / 

1X9 otbei works of mere curiofity or ornament, works of 
th^ir ii^genuity has been highFy cekbratedi Macry *^^s*"^- 
fp§^fiiiens of thofe have been dug out of the 
Cua€{iSf or mounds of earth, with which the 
Peruvians covered the bodies of tlie deajU 
Atfiong thefe are mirrors of various dimenfions,. 
of hard ihining (lones highly polifhed ; vetTels o( 
earthen ware of different forms ; hatchets, and 
otber inftruments, fome deftined for war, and 

^ Acofta, lib. iv. c. 4, 5. Vega, p. 1. lib. viii. c. 25. 
UUoa Entrcten. 2$^. 

Others 
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dtbcrt for labour. Some were of ffint, fdmc df 
copper, hardened to fuch a degree by an lift* 
known procefs, as to fupply the place of iron on 
feveral occ^fions. Had the ufe of tbofe tdolt 
formed of copper been general, the progrefc ot 
the Peruvians in the arts might have been fudi,» 
as to emulate that of more cultivated natlaiMS.* 
But cither the metal was fo rare, or the operatbrf 
by which it was hardened fo tedious, that thcii* 
inftrumenrs of copper were few^ and fo extremrfy 
fraall, that they feetn to have been employed only 
in flighter works. But even to fuch a circmn- 
fcribed ufe of this imperfeft metal, the Peruviatw 
were indebted for their fuperiority to the athet 
people of America in various arts ^ The fanjt 
obfervation, however, may be appKed to diem,. 
which I formerly made with refpeft to the aits 
of the Mexicans* From feveral fpecimens of 
Peruvian utenfils and ornaments, which aite 
depofited in the royal cabinet of Madrid^ and 
from fome preferwd in different coHe&ions ht 
other parts of Europe, I have reafon to beUeve 
that the workmanlhip is more to be admired 
on account of the rude tools with which it 
was executed, than on account of its intrinfid 
neatnefs and elegance ; and that the Peruvians-, 

• Ulloa Voy. torn. L 38 1 , &c. Id. Entretcn. p. 369, See. 

though 
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tboiigh ttm moft mqprored of all tbe Abieticalis,, B OvQ a 



wfere not adyaxiced beyond the infancy rf arts. 



yn. 



• But notwithftanding fo many |ra«ticifllar$^ Aniw^-» 

trkidi feem to indicate an bigii d^ee of im^ tion. 

pvoTcment ia Peru^ other drcumftances occur 

tkat fiiggfft tfaie idea of a fociety ftSl in tltefiift 

flages of k$ traaiitiaii from baibatiiin to civiliza-^ 

^atu in all die donmuons of the In<!a^' Cuzcp t^ocitus 

but Cuzco. 

was the only piace tint had the appearance, 
est isras entitled to the name of a dty. Every 
«^re dfe, the pec^le. lived nu^y In detached 
bi^katloiK, difperfed over the country, or, «t 1^ 
tttaioft, fettled together in fmaH villages^. Bnt 
until men are brought to.st&mbleinnuniEDoits 
bodies, and incorporated in fuch clofe union, as 
te enjay frequent intercourse, and to feel mutual 
(kpendfpce, they never imbibe patfedly the j 

fpiiit, or aflume the manners of p^ial Itfe* In 
a country of imm^fe extent, wi^h only one city, 
the i^ogrefs of man:ners, and the iitiproveoient 
dther of the neceflary or more refined arts, muft 
have been fa flow, and carried on under f^ch 
difadvamagi^, jthat it is more ^pri^ng the 
Peruviams flipuld have advanced fo fer in refiner 
ment, than that they did not proceed farther. 

•* Zanite» Ub.L c. 9. Herrera, dec, 5. l}^ vi; c. 4, . 
yoL, III. A A In 
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^^S^ rr iNcrofcque^ceofthis^ftateof itnperli^^^ 

^^L/ theffepamtion of profeffions inPefp.^yaswjtf/?^ 

to^tfon -cx^mplete a$ among the Mexicans., ,T1aer)Jl?^ 

feffi^ Ifloifely m^ affbdate, thie moie funple are:^^ 

^^^^nfrs9 and the fewer their wants. .The Cli^^ 

<>f.cpmQion and mod neceflary ufeia life dp iip^ 

in fuch a ftate, become fo complex or ^i^^jQ^^ty 

as to render it requtiite that inen;%>ujkljf|f^ 

tiained to them by any. parlicular courf&i^f ff^ 

5:ation.. jAii the arts, accordiog^y, wbicj^.]v^ 

af daily and iiadifpenfable jutility^, .wer€:ie^^^^ 

|>y^eye^ Peruvian indifcrlminat^y* iiN^Vg^rli^ 

th^. a^ttifa. employ^ in w^rks pf mejje cwi<)i$if 

ar.ot»ai»ppt,^afti^te!l «i feparat«^r^i>pf;91«% 

or were diftinguilhed from other c4ftiieii$ a*/hn^:> 

ttffitrwwii. > /Fkom ithtf fewMlrt of dties in Pera^ aadthetTflbn- 
teffiAur^si fe^tooeibUowedi There was Uttleteommeroiil 
HitefleDiJiifeaiiioiig the inhabitants of thabi^eat 
en^reiJ ..ITie aftivity of commerca^ fexo&rai 
^ffith jth^ foimdbricm of cities^ andi.&»mnd)e 
Montoot that the niiembers of any^ communis 
iettte -in Qoniiderable numbers ixi ohetplao^ 
tt^ op^atidha become vigorous. Therdtlzeq 
mvit ti^end for fiibfiftence on the Jaboto* Jitf 

* Acofta, lib. vi. c. 15. Vega, lib. v. c. j- Hcyrcra, 
dec. 5; lib. iv. c. 4. ' -^ ^.^'i^-''^*' 
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<lfofc i;i^ho cultivate the ground. • They, ill * '0 ^ %: 
retiiri), ' muft receive feme eqtiivalent. 11it» s-^prij- 
mtatu&Mntercburfe iis eftabliflied, atid the pro* 
dilrftions of art are regularly exchanged firr the 
ftvSa of agriculture. In the towns of the MetKiean 
timpire, ftaf^d markets were held, artd whtttiv^eir 
roufd fupply any v^zxit or deiire of man wi4 aA 
bbjcft of commerce. But in Peru, filom the 
fingular mode of dividing property, and; the 
ihannef in which the people were fettled;' there 
^* hardly any fpecies of commerce carried ,cfA 
lifetween diflPerent provinces', and the cothmunlf^ 
"^VA' Ms acquainted with that a8Jre intertb^ri^, 
liirhicb Is at once a bond of union, and M in« 
centive to improvement. 

. But the unwarlike frntit of tbe Peruviattt ivas t/nwaHiit* 
the jnoft remarkable, as well as moft fetal ddSsSt Ptravdant.-^ 
ia their charader K llie ^eatcr part of the 
ta»ie nations of America oppofed dieir invaders 
with undaunted ferocity, though with little con^ 
tiud or fuGcefs. The Mexicans nuuntained the 
ftruggle in defence of their liberties, with fuch 
perfevermg fortitude, that it was with difl^culty 
the ^Spaniards triumphed over them. Peru was^ 
fbbdued at once, and almoft without refiftance } 



' Vega, Kb. VI. €• 8- 




^'S Xerec, 190. Sancho ap. Ram. iii. 37a. 
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Mqd.ib^.mofl: fevourable opportunities of xegdin- 
ing. their freedoin, and of cruflung' th^ o|v 
•preiTorSy weve loft through tfae timidity of the 
l>eDpIe« Though the traditional hiftorj of the 
Fi^vuvians reprefents all the locas a$ w^Ukc 
prifKi^ ffi^quently at the head of armi^, which 
i^ey led to vidory aqd conqueft ; few fymptom$ 
^f fuch a martial fpirit appear in any of the(r 
pperatioos fubXequent to the invafion of th^ Spa^ 
jtU4^4^f '^^^ influence, perhaps, of thofe ii^ftitih 
lipRS which rendered th^ir manners gentle, gave 
^thejr minds this unmanly foftnefs j perhaps, the 
conftant ferehity and mildoefs of the climate may 
have enervated the vigour of their Frame j per- 
haps^ fome principle in their government, un- 
known to us, was the occafion of this political 
debiUty, Whatever may have be^n the cau^, 
the^faft IS certain, and there is not an inftancefn 
hiftory of any people fo little advanced in r^c- 
ment, fo totally deftitute of military enterprize. 
This charader hath defcended to thefr poftetity. 
The Indians of Peru are now more tame and 
deprefled than any people of America.' Their 
feeble fpirits, relaxed in lifelefs inaftion, f^em 
hardly capable of any bold or manly exertion. " 

• 

But, befides thofe capital defeds in the poli* 

tical ftate of Peru, fome detached circumRances 

and Fafls occur in the Spanifh writers, which dif. 

cover 
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cover a confiderable retniaindor of barbafity in book 
thcit taaniiets. A cruel euft6m, that pret^ttM i^-^Lf 
in fomc of the moft favage tribes, fubfifted atnOilg -- — - 
the Peruvians, On the death of the Incas, and 
of other eminent perfohs, a confiderable niimber 
of their attendants was put to death, anrf interred 
around their Guacas, that they might appear in 
the next world with their former dignity, and be 
ferved with the fame refpeft. On the death of 
Iluana-Capac, the moft powerful oT their riio- 
narchs, above a thoufand viftims were doometl 
to accompany him to the tomb *". In one' parti- 
cular, their manners appear to have been m'ore 
barbarous than thofe of moft rude tribes. Though 
acquainted with the ufe of fire in preparing maize, 
zxid other vegetables for food, they devoured both 
fiefh and fifh perfedly raw^ and aftonifhed the 
.Spaaiardi, with a praftice repugnant to the ide^s 
of ^1 civilized people *• 

But though Mexico and Peru are the poffef- othwdn. 

J^ns of Spain in the New Worlds which,. on spJsnin 
account both of their ancient and prefent (late, ^^'**^ 

;have attraded the greateft attention ;. her oth^V 
doipimons there are far from being inconfiderable, 
either in extent or value. The greater part of 

^ AtoftBi Kb* v« c. 7* 
, \ XfffiZp^. 190. Sanqho^ Rfim. iii. 372. C. Hcircra, 
,d;<V5.h>. i* c. 3. . 
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thcm^wdS reduced tp fulqeftion duruig ^hcr^irft^ 
p4ft of.tjbe fixtpenth century, by piivtte.adyen- j 
""'' ^^turers, who fitted out their fmall armamehu. 
either in Hifpaniola or in Old Spain j and were 
we to follow each leader in his progrefs, we 
ihould difcover the fame daring courage, the , 
fame perfevering ardour, the fame rapacious 
defire of wealth, ^nd the fame capacity of en- ' 
during and furmounting every thing in order to 
attain it, which diftinguiflied the operations of' 
the Spaniards in their greater American con^- 
quefts. But, inftead of entering into a detail,^ 
wliicli, from the fimilarity of the tranfadions. 
Would appear almoft a repetition of what has' 
A brief fur- been already related, I fhall fatisfy myfelf with 
vcyo III. ^^^^ a view of thofe provinces of the SpanHfi^ 
empire in America, which have not hitherto'^ 
been mentioned, as may convey to my teaddts' 
an adequate idea of its grcatnefs, fertility, aiid^ 
opulence. ^ i? 

sachatare . I BEGiK with the couutries contiguous to the' 

adjacent to . • r * ^ * *r% '»- 

the empire two ^ great monarchies, of whofe hiftory and 
inftitutions I have given fome account, and ftiall 
then briefly defcribe the other diftrids of Spanilh- 
America. The jurifdiftion of the viceroy of 
New Spain extends over feveral provinces, which 
were not fubjeft to the dominion of the MeXi- 

cinaioa and ^ans. ^ The countries of Cinaloa and Sonera, 

that 
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tlJit hrfetchalotig the eaft fidfe of th« Vermil&n b o a it 
fca,'oi:'gulf of California, as well ad theimmen/^^,^.^^!^ 
kingdoms of New Navarre and N^w IWexico, 
which bend towards the well and north, did not 
acknowledge the fovereignty of Montezuma, or 
his predtceffors. Thefe regions, not inferior in . 
magnitude to all the Mexican empire, are reduced, 
fpme to a greater, others to a lefs degree of fub*. 
je&ion to the Spaniih yoke. They £xtend. 
through the moft delightful part of the temperate* 
zone r ^beir foil is^ in genersd, rraiarkaUy fertU^, 
and^.ail.tl^eir produftions, whether aqimal or^ 
v^f tablp^ are moft perfeft in their kind,. Th^y ^ 
haxc all a commynication either wijh the Pacific 
Qceauj^. or with the Gulph of Mexico,. .aij.d are. • 
watered, by rivers which not only^opriph thjipni^^^ 
bjitouy be(;ome fubfervient to.commer^ , The 
Il^mber^ of Spaniards fettled in tbofe vaft 0Qun«- 
tries, is indeed extremely fmall. They.fl^y.be 
faid to have fubdued rather than to have occupied 
them.. But if the population in their apcient 
eAablifliments in America flxall continue to in- 
C3:€a(je, they may gradually fpread over thofe 
provinces» of which, however inviting, they have 
not hith/erto been able to take full poffefTion. 

JOm£ circumftance may contribute to the Rich minei. 
fpeedy population of fome diftriflis. Very rich 
miiif s both of gold and iilver have been dif- 
A A 4 covered 
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b^o^o'k etfti*Wd' ik irtfemy rf the *egioitt which I -Jfatv* 
,»aJ ^7^ iftetitibil^« ' Wherever thdb aii« op€ii6dr*awl 

fii ord^ to fupply them trich the ^€effiiri6& of 
life, cuMvatidn muft be mcr€a£ed, ^tifalw oi 
vturrous Idads mull afibmblie^ and mcHiilry a4 
^di as wealth will be gradually diffufed. Maiy 
examples of this have occurred in dxflfercnt parts* 
of America fihce they fell uBwfcr the ^donmiiOii 
of the Spaniards. Populous villages and large 
towns have fuddenly arifen amidfl: uniiitfaabrted 
Wilds and mountains ; and the working of mines; 
t'hougti far from being the moft proper pbji^fE 
towards which the attention of an, infant Tbciety 
ftiould be tutfted, may become the means botfi 
of ffromourig ufefiil aSivity, apd of aiigmeiitfrtg 
A recent ttie number of people. A recent and fingxihr 
Sic dif- ' inftance of this has happened, which, as it is ¥iit 
little known in Europe, and may be produfidvi 
of great efffeds, merits attemion. The Spanrafdi 
fettled ui* the provinces of Cinaloa and Soribra^ 
had been long difturbed by the depredations 6{ 
fome fiferce tribes of Indians. In the year 1^65, 
thfe mcurlions of thofe favages became fo fre- 
quent, and fo deftruftive, that the Spanilh inha- 
bitants, in defpair, applied to the Marquis de 
CrtJir, viceroy bf Mexico, for fuch a bod^ of 
troops as might enable them to drive thofe 
ibrmidtaMe invaders from their places <y[ retxtat 

in 
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hiiAc inauntaira^ But the iretRuy of Mead^, B;7ax)^^ 
W9^ fo xaaeh exhaufted^ by the Isirge fums '^wa# 



fmmic,: kfct>rdeF to lupport the late m^sut tigfttoiit 
Creat Bi^ttain, that the viceroy couhl affbisd theisf 
ilo aid. I The refped due to his virtues i^ccosii^ 
pjHihed whfikt hi& official power could not cSk&^ 
He prevailied wkh the merchams of New Spaio. 
to advance about two hiindied thoufand pefos 
ior defraying the expellee of the expedition. 
The war was conduced by an officer of abilities;. 
and after being protracted for three years, chiefly 
by the difficulty of purfuing the fugitives over 
mountains and through defiles which were almoft 
impalTable, it terminated, in the year 1771, in 
the final fubmiflion of the tribes^ which bad 
been fo long the objeft of terror to the two pro- 
vinces. In the courfe of this fervice, the Spa^ 
niards marched through countries into which 
they fcepx not to have penetrated before that 
timej and difcovered mines of fuch value, as was 
aftonifhmg even to men acquainted with the 
riches contained in the mountains of the New 
World, At Cineguiila, iii the province of 
Sonora, they entered a plain of fourteen leagues 
in extent, in which, at the depth of only fixtecfl 
inches, they found gold in grains of fuch a fize> 
that fome of them weighed nine marks, and in 
fuch quantities, that in a fhort time, with a few 
labourers^ they collected ^ thoufand i^k^ of 
i. gold 



Ti^rs^ps? 
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B»tocici: gdfd ih gtaihs, erdti U'Miout takitt^ titiie ti6'wafl?^ 

i^Jl^i,,.^ the earth that had been dug, w&ich appeared t6f^^ 

be fo Tioh> that perfons of (kill computed tteat ii^ 

imgfet yield wbat would be equal iii Value t6F 

Probable a fnilKotfvof pefos. Before the end oB the yeai'^^ 

thit * 1^71, above two choufand perfons were Icttted'' 

inCmeguilla, under the government of proper' 

xnagiftrates, and the mfpeftion of feveral eccle-" 

fiaftics. As feveral other mines, not inferior in 

richnefs to that of Cineguilla, have been diC*' 

covered, both in Sonora and Cina!oia% it fe^ 

prfebable that thefe neglefted and thmty. inhabited/* 

pifovlnces, may foon become as populous trtitf ' 

valuable as atty part of the Spanifh etniplre iri^^ 

America^ • . 1 ^vl 



;Tor> 



its AaiCy 



caKfomit, 'fvcE peuinfula of California, on the other fide^ 
of the Vermmon fea, fcems to have been lefs^ 
known to the ancient Mexicans, than the pft>- 
vinces which I havd mentioned. It ,wa$ difr.'^ 
covered l)y Cortes in the year 1536^ During ' 
a lon^ period it continued to be fo little fre- 
quented, that even its form was unknown, ancL^ 
in moft charts it was reprefented as an ifland,\ 
not as a peninfula ". Though the climate of this^ ^ 
country, if we may judge from its fituation, mi^ft\ 

k Sec NOTE XLVI. « Book f. toL lii. p. 100. 

« See NOTE XLVII. 

^ be 
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b«riTi?nr dsftraWe j, t|^p Spawards. Mve JWdle b ^ ok.- 
%allprpgrjefs m p^pling it. / Towai^ theclofei -rV/n i .. 
of: t))e laft ceiHury, the Jef«it$^ who hadgrea* 
n\erit in exploring t hfe ^ neglefted provittc^, anid 
in, civilizing its rude inhabitants, imperce|«ibly 
ao<^ired a dominion over it as coippktsi^tas tha( 
wjiich they poJOTefled in their miflSogs in Paraguay^ 
an4 they laboured to introdu^ i^to it;,$i^?;ft|a|ft 
poj^cy, and to govern the natives by the fan>^ 
maxims. In order to prey.ent the court of Sp^ 
from conceiving any jealoufy of their defignsand > 

operfiuon?, they feem ftudioufly to hay? dcj^re* - 
tinted the country, by.reprefentiog th^ clim^fte^a? 
fa4ifegreeable and unwholefome, a»d thefaU^.^s.^ 
fo barren, that nothing but a zealous defir-e.^f 
converting the natives, could have induced them 
to fettle . there ". Several public-fpHted^ cid^e^s 
endeavoured to undeceive their fovereigns, anc^ 
to give them a better view of Cali;forma; but in 
vain. At lengthy on the expulfion of the Jejfuit^ and pm^ 
frotn the Spanifli dpminions, the court of MadiricJ^. l^mpro^ing. 
as prone at that junfture to fufpeft the purity pf . 
the Order's intentions, as formerly to confide in. 
tSiem with implicit truft, appointed Don jofeph 
Galvez, whofe abilities have fmce raifed him to 
the high rank of minifter for the Indies, to vifit 
' that peninfula. His account of the country was 

" Venegas, Hifl. of California, i. 26. 

favourable j 
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I Q Of fa vourabje; he fbpnd the pearl fifliery on hi 
-, _ -^l^ coafts to l)e valuable, and he diicovered mines of 
gold of i very promifing appearance**/ From 
its yicinicjr to CinaJoa and fionora, it is probable, 
that if the pppulatioh of thefe provinces fhall in« 
creafe in the mamier which I have fupppfed, 
California may, by degrees, receive from th^m 
fuch a fecruit of inhabitants, as to be no longer 
reckoned among the defolate and ufelefs diflrids 
of the Spanifh empire. . 

Yucatan On the caft of Mexico, Yucatan and Hon- 

duras. ' duras aire comprehended in the government of 
JSfew Spain, though anciently they can hardly be 
faid to have formed a part of the Mexican enjpird 
Thefe large provinces, ft retching from the Bay 
of Cam peachy beyond Cape Gracias a Dips, do 
not, like the other territories of Spain in the 
JJew World, derive their value either fiom the 
fertility of their foil, or the richnefs of tHeir 
mines ; but they produce in greater abundance, 
than any part of America, the logwood-tree, 
which, in dyeing fome colours, is fo far preferable 
to any other material, that the confumption of it 
in Europe is confiderable, and it has become 
an article in commerce of great value. During 
a long period, no European nation intruded 

• Lorcnzano, 349, 350. 

upon 
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iapon the Spaniards in thofe provinces, or at- 
tempted to obtain any {hare in this branch of 
trade. But after the conqueft of Jamaica by the 
Englifli, it foon appeared what a formidable rival 
isras now feated in the neighbourhood of the 
Spanifh territories. One of the fir ft objefts 
'vhich tempted the Englifli fettled in that ifland, 
Was the great profit arifmg from the logwood 
trade, and the facility of wrefting fome portion 
of it from the Spaniards, Some adventurers Their dc- 
from Jamaica made the firft attempt at Cape 
Catoche, the fouth^eaft promontory of Yucatan, 
and by cutting logwood there, carried on "a 
gainful traffic. When moft of the trees near the 
coaft in that place were felled , they removed to 
the ifland of Trift, in the Bay of Campeachy ; 
and in later times, their principal ftarion has 
been in the Bay of Honduras, The Spaniards, 
alarmed at this encroachment, endeavoured by 
negociation, remonftrances, and open force, to 
prevent the Englifli from obtaining any footing 
on that part of the American continent. But 
after ft niggling again ft it for more than a 
century, the difafters of laft war extorted from 
the Court of Madrid a reludant content to 
tolerate this fettlcment of foreigners in the heart 
of its territories ^. The pain which thiis hiimbling 

P Treaty of Pans, Art. xvlii. 

conceffion 
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6an<^flIon occaiioned, feems tohaVe proi^tcd 
tteHSpanmrds tQ devife a;metIi6d'of rendering^ 
^ df little <:orife^uehce, more dFeftiiarthan all t!te 
tflfof ts^f negociation or violence. The logwoda 
fawlttced oa the 'wieft coaft of Yuciitanj whetk 
fheiftiU is dri^, is in quality far fuperior to th^ 
l^^hich grows 'on the marfhy grounds whert'tJifc 
aD4 revival. EugHih are fettledi By encouraging the dotdrig 
of this^ and permitting the importation of it into 
Spjun without paying any dv-ty "*, fuch vigour h^ 
bcei^' given to this branch of commerce^ an4 
the logvrfood AVhich the Englifh bring tb niarkft^ 
hasiittnk fo qiuch in value^ that their trade t6 
f b^ ^ay pf„ Honduras has gradually decfined^ 
|}rice .iti obt^kiiiied a legal fandion; and, it is 
prph^le; \rU foon be finally abandoned. 'Id 
^hat ei^ent, Yucatan and Honduras will becotrfi 
|H>ffeffioB$ o£ coofiderable importance to Spaiii;^ 

coftaRica StiLi* ferthcr eaft than Honduras lie the tw6 

s^^a. provinces of Coda Rica and Veragua, wlwm 

ISsewife belong to the vice-royalty of New Spam'; 

^ but both have been fo much neglefted by the 

3pBiiiairds, and, are apparently of fuch fmalt 

; value, that they merit no particular attention. 

^ . ' ■ - 

1 Real Cedula, Cainpomanes, iii. 145. 
' See NOTE XLVIII. 

The 
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. ^ ,T«[£ ,moft important pxwiibOB. depeodtngiton voon. 
jhe vjcf -royalty of Pervi, is Chili. The ]|icdi$ 4—^ 
Jhad eftabliDied their doxninipa ia foraeof it« ^***^ 
porth^rn diftri£ld ; bul»ib the greatcor rpart af(i:hf 
jppUAtry,, its gallant and h^b*fpirited inhahitanti 
^iotaiaed (heir independepcei Tfai Spanitois^ 
jf)ijjx^d by the fame of its. opolennB, exAf 
^ttetapted the^ conqueft of it utder* Diego iUmaL 
f^Qi and. after his death*. Pedro de Valdivbt 
)*ieftmxied the defign. Both m^t with fierce oppp* 
fidifin. The former relinquiihed the enterprnBi 
|9^;{ije, mourner which I have mentioned \ Th^ 
^tt^^^^ftisr having ^ven mony dii^lay$^.boch<of 
C9]M?ge aivl si^^tary {kill, ivati cut-off* rc^ethet 
^th a> confiderable body of troops under his 
^omm^UMlp .Frandfco de Viilhgra, Vaidivia't 
J^i^^nfmty by his fpkio^d xiombd*^ checked^ f hi 
ns^jyi^ in t^ek career, at;id laved the rtsmaindel^ 
of the Spaniards from deftrudion. By degrees^ 
^Ij[,jthe:Chag)paJgn country ak>ng thflf coaA was 
ffij^jfe/^ed to th^ Spanifh ddminiom The moan;- 
ts^iciaus (country is (lill poilefled. by the PaelGfaes; 
Apsiucps, and otjber tribes, of its ordinal inhai 
l^ants, formidable neighbours to the Spaniatds ; 
with whom, during the couxfe of two cenmriefl( 
they have been obliged to maintain almoft per& 

* Book vh vol. iii. p. 170, 5cc« 

petual 
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df iftfecur^ peaoe. . . . . .*• ^ 

^f<n»c« : That part of ChUi thfio, whklt msy propw^ 
be deemed a Spani^ proyinte, js a lansm 
diftrid, extended aloog the coaft from tile 4f&st 
^^acaxnas to the iflaad of Chik)e) ^bove niM 
lamdxed miles. Its climate i$ t^ moft de&S^ 
m the New Worlds and is hardly equalled t^ 
that of any region on the face of the e^rtl*.. 
Thoogh bcK'derbg on the Torrid Zone, it J!ie«^ : 
feels the ^ctremity of heat> being ftreened 411 . 
the eaft by the Andes, and cefre&ed ^p<m tl|^ . 
vkCt by cpoling fea-breezes. The tcnpoHMti 
of the air is fo mild and equable, ibat dM^. 
Spaniards give it the preference to thitt ^. 4i|ii}> 
£rathem provinces in their native couniry» .Jh$ 3 
fettility of the Ii3il correfpcvids with liie fecntgHtfyiu 
j[>£the dimate^and is wonderfully ac€omaiodatt4'f 
to Euxopean produdions. The mQft vahttU^«f -- 
theCe, corn, wine, and oil, abound in ChUif ^h^.^,- 
ihey had been native to the coimtry. All ihf j^ 
&uit$ imported, from Europe atn^n^o fuU Mfr^ 
foiky. th€fe« The .aniau!^ oi our hemtJjplHi^ 
^. only multiply, but itsiprpve mthk nklighllid ^• 
jn^gkou The horned cattle^ are 4^ larger jS«# 
than thofe of Spain. Its breed of borfes Aur-. , 
palTes, both in beauty and in fpirit, the bimGm: ^ 

And»lufi99 
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Ju M t tXh Xi race» from which' they fprung. ttor^ 
has nature exhaufted her bounty on the furnace 
cf the earth ; fhe has ftored its bowe]s with 
Hfitm. . Valuable nxings of gold, of filver, of 
olppper^ and of lead, have been difcovered in 
vsrious parts of it« 



A cou>rr ry diftiHguiflied by fo many blefliRgs, caufe orkt 
wemay be apt to conclude, would early become, gfeaedhy 
a fevburite ftiitioft of the Spaniards, and tnuft^.^P*' 
have bdfea tulfivated with peculiar predileftion 
tuW care. Inftcad oi this, a great part of it 
remains unoccupied. In all this extent of 
country, there are not above eighty thoufand 
wfc^ ii^bkants, and about three times that 
fiMiber of negroes and people of a mixed race. 
The Inoftfer tile fdl in Artierica Ees uncultivated, 
antf^ftwiedf its mod promifing mines remain 
nowhmgiie. Strange as this negle6: of the 
Sftaniltfda to avail themfelves of advantages, 
wMch ft^med to court their acceptance, may 
^)pettr, the caufes of it can be traced* The 
only intercourfe of Spain with its colonies in the 
South Sea, was carried on during two centuries 
by the annual fleet to Porto-bello. All the pro- 
dim of thek colonies was ihipped in the port& 
1^ Callio, or Arica in Peru, for Panama, and 
mnkd from thence acrdTs the ifthmus, AU the 

vof,p in. s B com* 
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^o o ic commodities which they received from '^A« 
mother-country, were conveyed from Panama to 



the ikme harbours. Thus both the exports and 
imports of Chili paffed through the hands bf 
merchants fettled in Peru. Thefe had of courfife 
a profit on each ; and in both tranfd£Hom 
the Chilele felt their own fubordination j and 
having no direfb intercourfe with die/parcdt 
ftate, they depended upon another province 
for the difpofal of their produdtions, as jvell 
as for the fupply of their wants. Under furfi 
" difcouragements, population could not increafi?^ 
and induftry was deftitute of one chief incitqN 

Profpea of nient. But now that Spain, from ni^otives whi^. 

iwcnt. " I (hall mention hereafter, has adopted a nj?w 
fyftera, and carries on her comn^^ce with^.t|^ 
colonies in the South Sea, by Ihips which^9 
round Cape Horn, a dired intercourfe is ope^^ 
between Chili and the mother.cQuntry4 TJfp 
gold, the filver, and the other commodities iff 
the province will be exchanged in its QWff. 
harbours for the manufaftures of Europe. QhJIi 
may fpeedily rife into that importance ampng 
the Spanifli fettlements to which it is entitled by 
its natural advantages. It may become. the 
granary of Peru, and the other provinces aloB(g 
the Pacific Ocean. . It may fupply them with 
win«, with cattle, with hotfes, with hemp, and 
- . ^ * many 
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ttany jDtter article for vrhichthcy ncnr dqjond 9^ o a k 
upon ■ £im>pe» Thowgh the new £j&em' hm 
been eftablilbed only a few years^ ^fe qSqQm 
of k t>egin already to be obfenred \ If it fhall 
km adhered to with any fieadiadfs for half k 
century, one may venture to forefiel, that popu* 
lation^ induftry, and opulence will advance in 
Aie province with tapid progrefs. 

* To the eaft of the Andes, the provinces ot Pwirtc«or 

>^ ; , ^ r Tucuman 

Tu(iuman and Rio de la Plata border on Chili, ^^^ R»o ^e 

***!'•' » 1 1 • 1 r ^* Plata. 

ana like it were dependent on the vice-royalty of 
Peru. Thefe regions of immenfe extent ftretch 
In length from north to fouth above thhteen 
Tiiindred miles, and in breadth more- than a 
thoufand. This country, which is larjger than Northern 
ribft European kingdoms, naturaHy forms itfelf ^^ di^iion. 
^ih two great divifions, one on the north, and 
^d other on the fouth of Rio de la Plata, 
^he forrner comprehends Paraguay, the, famous 
feiffions of the Jefuits, and feveral other diftrifts. 
^t as difputes have long fubfifted between the 
fcfturt* of Spain and Portugal, concerning its 
boundaries, which, it is probable, will be foon 
•fihally afcettained, either amicably, . ot by the 
decifion of the fword, I chufe to referve my 



h< * Campom^nes, ii« 157. 
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,B e> o K account of this northern divifioh, until 1 jCntl^f 
upon the hiftory of Portuguefe America^ wjjth 
which it is intimately connefted ^ and, in relad^g 
it, I fhall be able, from authentic materia^ 
fupplied both by Spain and Portugal, to give 
a full and accurate defcription of the operations 
and views of the Jefuits, , in rearing that fingu^ar 
fabric of policy in America, which has drawn h 
much attention, and has been fo imperfectly 
underftood. The latter divifion of the proviiice 
contains the governments of Tucuman and 
Buenos-Ayres, and to thefe I (hall at present 
confine my obfervations. 

viewoftbc The Spaniards entered this part of America 
by the river De la Plata ; and f hough a fuc<;emou 
of cruel difarters befel them in. their ear'ly at- 
tempts to eftabliih- their dominion in i^,;tl:~" 



>ere encouraged to perfift in the defign, at nrft 
by the hopes of difcovering mines in the interior 
country, and afterwards by the necefliky of 
occupying it, in^rder to prevent any o^ier 
nation from fettling there, and penetratiijg ' by 
this route into their rich poffeffions in Pffu* 
.But except at Buenos- Ayrc?, they have made no 
fettlenient of any confequence in all the va0: 
fpace which I have mentioned. There, ate, 
indeed, fcattered over it, a few places oa ^hich 
. ... they 
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^have beftowed the name of towns, and book 



ito which they have endeavoured to add fome 
^'dignfty, by erefting them imo bilhoprics ; but -- 
ihey are no 'bitter* than paltry villagesj^ each 
with two or three hundred Inhabitants. One 
dfcumftance, however, which was not originally 
forefeen, has contributed to render this diftriO:, 
though thinly peopled, of confiderablc import- 
ancel The province of Tucuman, together with 
jdie country to the fouth of the Plataj inftcad 
of being covered with wood like other parts 
of America, forms one extenfive open plain^ 
almofl without a tree. The foil is a deep fertile 
mould, watered by many ftreams defcending 
from the Andes, and clothed in perpetual ver- 
liure. In this rich pafturage, the horfes and ' 
cattle' imported by the Spaniards from Europe 
naVe multiplied to a degree which almofl exceeds 
: feelief. This has enabled the inhabitants not 
only io open a lucrative trade with Peru, by 
fupplying It with cattle, horfes, and mules, but 
, tp carry on a commerce no lefs beneficial, by 
the Exportation of hides to Europe. From 
both, the colony has derived great ajfl vantages. 
But its commodious fituation for carrying on 
contraband trade, has been the chief fource of its 
profperity. While the court of Madrid adhered 
■ to its ?incient fyftem, with refpeft to its commu- 
, : . * 8 B 3 nicatioa 
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B o o 1$ i^datioH with America^ the fiver De b PIdi:a lay 
k^^p^m^ ib mudi out of the couffeof Sptnifli navigatBcm^ 
that interloper*, almoft withdut any riik df 
tfeing either obferved or obftru^ed^ could poilF 
in Europeaa inanufa£hireg m fuch quaotiti^^ 
thftt they not only fapplied the wants of tb« 
polony, but were conveyed into all the eaftern 
diftri^ of Peru. Wheti the P^rtuguefip. in 
Brafil elctdnded their fettlements to the bank^ of! 
Rio d0 la Plata, a new channel was opened, t^ 
which prohibited commodities flowed into the 
Spaniih territories, with ftill more facility^ and 
in gnea^r abuodoncor .This illegal tra^, how- 
ever detrimental to. the parent {late, contributed 
to thR.iflcreafe of the fettlement, which rl^ 
ihe.unmedis^tfi benefit of it, and Buenos-A^jj^ 
bisca^^ giadv^ly.a pop^ulous and opulent tow^ 
What.mfty.bq. the #eft of the alteradon lat^j 
made. in the government of this colony-^ tb^ 
nature of which fball be defcribed in tl^e fu^jj 
fecjuent-Book, cannot Hitherto be kpowiif ,,^..| 

Other tcrri- A^x^ the Other, territories of Spain ia thp 
spn.'' New World, the iflands e^ecepted, of whofa 
difcQvery and redudion Jl have formerly giyea 
an account, are comprehended under two gre^ 
divifions} the former denominacd the king, 
(dom pf Tierra f irme, tlie provinces of wbicK 

ftretch 
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flpmtdb )ikmg- the Adantic^ fnaa th% «aftlN»l ^ ^^o k. 
of New Spain to thi^ . ipopfh <^. J^he 



OruKJOTj l;he latter, *th|j New JCi»^to|n of 
Granada^ £tuated in the inteuot qountcy* ^ WUb^ 
a ihort view of thefe I IhalL dbie this {m^ of my. 
work.^ " ■ ■ . ,■ ^. -• .• -^ ■ • ' ,;'-> 

To the eaft of Veragua, the laft 'pf<^irhioe 
fubjcd to the viceroy of Mexico, lies this ifthiHitis 
of Darien* Though it was in this part of parieft, 
the continent that the Spaniards :fir(l begatiit 
iio plant colonies, th^y have made no ^onfidef^ 
able progrefs in peopling it. As the -cotatfry 
is e:ictremdy mountainous, deluged \^th nm 
dtiring a good part of the year,* teu;iarkflbly" 
unhealthfbl, and contains xk> xnloes tit ffti£ 
vUhie, the Spani^ds would ptcbAly htgvesSbm^ 
doned it altqg^er, if they had not hem ^hired 
to cooMinue by the excellcn(?e of tne Tiarikmr 
of'-Po^o-bello on the one fai, and that cf 
Panama on the other. Thefe have been called 
the keys to the c<MBGaumcation between the 
iorth an(i foqth feal, between Spain arid her 
isidft vaiuabk colonies. In conTequenc^ of this 
advwtiige, Panama Jmls beccmie a confiderable 
and thriving town. The. peculiar ndxioufiieft 
of its climate has prerehted Porto^bcHo from 
intreafing; ih, the >£une jroportiSn; ii^s thd 
' * B B 4 intet^ 
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Oecan is mow carried pn by another chaimdl^f rft 
is prdbaUe tbat ixfth Porto-hello and Fanma 
wU declinfey whea no longer notrnflied ^and 
emidied by that commerce to wWth they weite 
Indebted fbr their profperity, and even tfaeir 
caiftence* 



Cartbagena / The ptovifaces of Carthagciia and Saudi 
MafthT* Martha fttetch to the eaftward of tht^fftHtmii ^ 
i)ari6n. The country ftill continncs inoufttate 
bus, but its vallies begin to expand, ire ^^iw^ 
Watered, ahd extremely fertile. Pedl-d de Hei 
rcdwifiiil^eaed this part of America to the cr6*fi 
df'Spiin, 'about the year 1532^. It is thfaljf 
l^kd, and of courfe iU cultivated* K p8i 
dttc^, hbxireveF, a variety of valu^^I^ dhigiii 
ted' fome precious ftones, particulirly emeraldk 
But its chief importance is derived fr6ia the fotfl 
bour of Carthagena, the fafeftand beft fe!rt|g^ 
of any in the American dominions of }9|tt&4 
In a fituadon fo favourable, commerce foon 
fa^ganio ioQxifb; As early as the year 1544, tt 
&em§ to have been a town of fome note* But 
when Carthagena was chofen as the port is 
which the galeons Ihould firft b^^ to,ttad6 
on their arrival from Europe, and to which they 
Wpre directed ta retorn^ in oBdtr to prepare for 

their 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



jhluAitaMd ^wft$ So rtmh fiuroure^ b^ ifaU Lmm^^ 
anang^finent^ that it ibdn became aot of the 
indl impokyoB, opulent, and beautiful dues iit 
ABicrica. There is, however, reafoa to appn^ 
bend, thajt it has reached its bigbeft poim 4^ 
exaltation, and that it will be fo far affiled by 
the change in the Spanifh fyftem c^ trade with 
^^^^iciy which has ivitbdrawn fr<^ it the 
^fifa^ie vifits of the galeons, . as to fe^l^^-If^ 
a temporary decline. But the wealth now <^lr 
Ip^cd t|ier^ will fo<m find -or aeate emp^qynv^x^ 
forr itfel^ and may be turned, with^ackaatagf 
Uvt9 ibmjia new channel. Its^ bfirbour i^ib Mcf 
i^^;Cb conveniently fituated. for receiving jQpqir 
jia^ities fh>m Europe^ its n^chants JiayeJ^kCjeii 
for- kRig^ itfoiftomed to convey . tfei^e, into .0 
|tjlie#4j«^i^ parovinces, that itjs prqjbgbte tb«jr 
wiU jpi retaia^ this branch of trade, and.Caiv 
{^^9^{pi^ continue to be a cit;y of gr^t Im^ 
jKinfftGe. 
. 1 •* " .... 

The province con%iious to Santa Martha vchezncii; 
DH the eait, was firft viiited bj Alonfo deOjeda, 
in the year 1499 **) and die Spaniards, on their 
jand^g tfaoie, havmg oblerved fame hcrts ia 

* Bool(iityoLL|k 909. .. 

an , 
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» o o K aa Ind&tti tillagt bulk upon pHa, m order l* 
raife them above the ftagnated water Wfaidr 
covered the plain,' were fed to beftow upolk 
k *he name of Venczuch, or Little Venice^^ 
by their ufual propenfity to find a refcmblan(ie * 
between ^hat they difcovered in America, and 
iht objects which were familiar to them id 
Ewope. TTiey made fome attempts to TtV^ 
there, btit with Httfe fuccefs. The finjd re- 
dudion of the province was accompliflied by 
means very diflferent from thofe to which Spain 
was indebted for its other acquifitioM in il»' 
New World. ITie ambkionof Charles V. pflttll^ 
engaged him in tjperations of fuch variety ah* • 
cxtentv that his revenues were not fufficlent' W- 
drfiray the txpeiitt of carrying them into exec**! 
ti6n. Among othef expedients for fupplyinj^ 
the deficiency of his funds, he had borr6wfed 
hrge fums from the Veifers of Augfburgfti' 
the moft' opulent mercTiants at that tiirie' ii 
Europe. By way of retribution for thefe, or 
in hopes, perhaps, of obtaining a new loan, he 
bcrtowed upon them the province of Venezuela, 
to be held as an hereditary fief from the crowA^ 
of Caftile, on concfition that within a IknlteA 
time they ftouH render themfelves mafters oP 
the country, and eftablifli a colony there. Under 
the direftion of fedi perfons, k might have 

been 
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b€[e;^'^abU{hqd on maKims veiy difiereatfroiki 
tbpfe o£. the Spaniards, and better €alcula(e4- 
to encourage fuch ufeftil induftry> as mercajMil^i 
proprietors might have known to be the wpfk, 
certain fource of profperity and opulence. Bufe 
nnfortunately they, committed the execution of 
their plan to feme of thofe foldiers of fortune 
Vfitb which Germany abounded in the fiicteenth 
c^fitiay. Thefe adventurers,' impatient to aitoafif 
rich^> that they might fpeedily abandon a ftation 
which they ioon difcovered to be very untom- 
fe^table, inftead of planting a colony in otdnr 
to^ cultivate and improve the country, i:2^nd^Tpi 
from^ diftria to diftrift in fearch of raiaes^ 
pljW3t4earing the native? with unfe^lijH^ lr|f^^f:ity^^ 
ojr Qppxefling them by the iippofitip^ of in* 
tql^rable tafes. In the courfe pf a few year5, 
ih/^ avarice and exactions, in companion witi^i 
which thofe of the Spaniards were moderate^- 
defolated the province fo completely, that in 
cquld hardly aiford them fubfiftence, and the 
Vdfers relinquiftied a property from which thi?; 
inconfiderate conduflt of their ag.ent8 left thenj, 
fto hope of ever deriving any advantage *'. When 
the wretched remainder of the Germans deferted 

^ Civedo y Bagnos Hift. dc Venezuela, p, ii, &c. 

Venezuela, 
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jKL Venezuela, the Spaniards again took^flj^i^* 
of it ; but notwithftanding many natural adv^i^- 
tag^5, Jt is one of their mod languifliing^^^j^ 
iaflprQdu£tive fettleniients. 

caraccas f HE provinces of Caraccas and Cumana are 

and Cuma* . ^ ^ ^ ^ - - ' 

«»• the laft of the Spanifli territories on this coaft ; 

t>,ut in relating the origin and operations of the 
inercantile company, in which an exclufiv? right 
^ of ,trad9 with, them has been vefted^J fliaU 

jiereafter have qccafion to confider their ./la;te 
and produftlons. 



'iw 



New King. ^'"^T^iE New Kingdom of Granada is enrfrefy; 

cr^dM. ati Iftlahd cburitry of great extent. ' This JmpbVt* 
'iint^'additlbn was liiade to the domihioris ^8f 
Spaiii ibout'the yeat 1536, by iSebafti^tf-de 
• l^aldi^af ai'id! Oonzalo Ximenes 'de Qdefiflk, 
f Vo of ^he braved' and mod accomplifiifed 
officers eriiployed in the conqueft* of Atnttiik. 
The forrtier, who commanded at that tihie 4a 
^iioy attacked it from the foiith;' the latter 
tnade his invafion' from Santa Martha on the 
north. As the original inhabitants of this regi^a 
were farther advanced in improvement:, thta 
any people in America but the Mexicans and 
Peruvians ', they defended themfelves Vith 

► .>:.: 
* ' Jteok IV* vol. li. p. t6i, &Cv' ' V. 

great 
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ties itad'ferfevefance of Ben&lcazar anrf C^efadk ^-cs^a:^ 
'fiii'indunted" ^\\ oppbfition, thbugh not with- 
out encountfering many dangers, ahcfrediiceil 
the country into the form of a Spanifli .pro- . , . . 
vmce. / J -../ -. " -^ "■ 

The New Kingdom of Granada js fo far 

jckvated above the level of the fea/ that though 

it approaches almoft to the equator, the climate 

is remarkably temperate. The fertility of its 

vallies is not inferior to that of the richeft 

4i(lri£ls in America, and its ^highej;^ grounds ^ , 

jueld gold and;, precious ftones gf yark)U5 fcii^ • ; 

Jt is not by digging into th^. bow^l? pf,,^^e 

.^l^arth Uiat this gold is found ; ifcis.mi|?gled.yji^ 

j^fi^ foil near the furface„ aBd,frp^r:^tie4.,^<?|n 

v^t^yr reputed walhing with wat^r. , ,Thi$ op^a- 

^pn is. c^ricd on wholly l?y ^egro^ ^lave^vf :for 

^;th9i^h the c^iil fubterraneai^ ^r hafbee«;fiff- 

^jcpveredj byexperi^ce, to be fo fetal to^tjiepa, 

,^at^ they caimot be employed with advantage/ in 

;jth^ deep filver mines, they are mor^ capab|lj5)pf 

<l^rfop^ping the other fpeeies of labour ;^5^i 

i;jilld^8» .As the natives i^ the New. Kingdom 

jqf Graiwia are exempt from that fervice, which 

has wafted their race fo rapidly JQ other parts 

of America, the country is ftill remarkably 

' ^ -^ 3 populous. 
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^'viK * F^^'^'** Some diOn&s yield gold wirfr < 
profufion no lefs wonderful fhiin chat in '^ 
irale of Cineguilla^ which I havd formerly meii« 
tionedy and it is often found tn large pepHar^ 
or grainS) whidi manifeft the abundance in 
which it is produced. On a rifing grottid 
near Pamplona, fingle labourers have coUeded 
in a day what was equal in value to a thcmiand 
|)efos '• A late governor of Santa F6 brought 
with him to Spain a lump of pure gold, efti- 
mated to be worth feven hundred and forty 
pounds fterling. This, which is, perhaps, the 
largeft'and fineft fpecimen ever found in the 
New World, is now depofited in the royal 
cabinet of Madrid. But without founding any 
calculation on what is rare and extraordinary, 
(he value of the gold ufually colleded in this 
country, particularly in the provinces of Popayan 
and Choco, is of confiderable amount. Its 
towns are populous and flourifhing. The num- 
ber of inhabitants in almofl: every part of the 
country daily increafes. Cultivation and in- 
duftry of various kinds begin to' be encou- 
raged, and to profpen A confiderable trade is 
carried on with Carthagena, the produce of the 

y Picdrahita Hift. del N. Rcyno, p. 481. MS. 

mines. 
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mioes, and other commodities) bemg oonreyed » (r a a 
dowjk the great river of St Magdalen to that 
cky. On another quarters the New Kingdom of 
Granada has a communication with the Atlantic 
by the river Orinoco ; but the country which 
ftretches along ita banks towards the eaft, k 
little known, and imperfedly occupied by the 
Spaniards. 
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AND 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 



NOTE I. p. 4. 

De iSotis contends, that as Narvaez had no inter- 
preters, he could hoM no intercourfe with the people 
of the provinces, nor converfe with them in any way 
but by figns, and that it was equally impoffible for 
him to carry on any communication with Montezuma. 
Lib. iv. c. 7. But it is upon the authority of Cortes 
himfelf, that I relate all the particulars of Narvaez** 
correfpondence both with Montezuma and with his 
fubjefts in the maritime provinces, Relat. Ramuf. 
iii. 244, A. C. Cortes affirms, that there was a mode 
of intercourfe between Narvaez and the Mexicans^ 
but does not explain how it was carried on. Bernal 
Diaz fupplies this defe£b, and informs us, that the three 
deferters who joined Narvaez afted as interpreters, 
having acquired a competent knowledge of the lan- 
guage, c. no. With his ufual minutenefs, he men- 
tions their names and charafters, and relates, in 
chapter 122, how they were puniflied for their perfidy. 
The Spaniards had now refided above a year among 
the Mexicans ; and it is not furprifing, that feveral 
VOL. III. c c amon^ 
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among them (hould have made fome proficiency in 
fpeaking their language. ITiis fecms to have been the 
cafe. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. x» c. i. Both B. Diaz» 
who was prcfent, and Herrera^ the moft accurate and 
beft informed of all the Spaniih writers, agree with 
Cortes in his account of the fecrct correfpondence 
carried on with Montezuma. Dec. ii. lib. x. c. 1 8^ 19. 
De Solis (eems to confider it as a difcredit to Cortes, 
his herop that Montezuma (hould have been ready to 
engage in a correfpondence with Narvacz. He fup- 
pofes that monarch to have contra£led fuch a wonderful 
zfcStion -for the Spaniards, that he was not folicitous 
to be delivered from them. After the indignity with 
.whidi br had been treated, fuch an affefkion is incre- 
dible ( and even De Solis is obliged to acknowledge^ 
that it mail be looked upon as one of dbub jTur^d^. 
whi^h God had wrought to facilitate tlxe conquefl^ 
lib. iv* c J. The truth is^ Montezuma^ ho;^eYcr 
.much overawed by his dread of the Spaniards, ,19^, ^ 
extremely in^ps^ent to recover hia liberty. . r. . . 

NOTE IL p. 23. 

Thesb words I have borrowed from die anonymous 
Account of the European Settlements in Ameriaii. 
piAtifiied by Dodfley, in two volumes 8vo» | a work^ 
{o much merit, 'that I ihould think there is hardly any ■ 
writer in the age who ought to be afliamed c^ acldiov*^ 
ledging hiiafelf Co be the author of it» 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



NotES AND ILLUSTRATIONS* ^ 38?^ 



NOTE IIL p. 30. 

The contemporary hiftorians differ confiderably 
vith refpe£t to the lofs of the Spaniards on this occa- 
fion. Cortes, in his fccond difpatch to the emperor, ' 
makes the number only 150. Relat, ap. Ramuf. iiL 
p. 249^ A, But it was manifeftly his intereft, at that 
junfture, to conceal from the court of Spain the full 
extent of the lofs* which he had fuftained. De Solis, 
always ftudious to diminifli every misfortune that befel * 
iis countrymen, rates their lofs at about two Tiundred 
men. Lib. W. c. 19. B. Diaz affirms, that they loft 
876 meri, and that only 440 efcaped firom Mexico,' 
c. 128. p. 108, B. Palafox, bifhop of Los Angeles, 
who feems to have inquired into the early trzhTtLfkion^ 
of his countrymen in New Spain, with great attention, 
confirms the account of B.Diaz, with refpedl to the 
cxteiit of their lofs. Virtudes del Indio, p. 22* 
Gomara ftates their lofs at 450 men. Cron. c. 109. 
Some months afterw^ards, when Cortes had received 
feveral reinforcements, he muttered his troops, and 
found them to be only 590. Relat. ap. Ramuf. lii* 
p. 255, E. : Now, as Narvaez brought 880 men, intb 
New Spain, and about 4Q0 of Cortcs's foldiera were 
then altvc, it is evident that his lofs, in.tbe retreat from 
Mexico, mutt have been much more confiderable ih»n 
whtt he mentions. B« Diaz, folidtous to magnify 
the dangers and fufferings to which he aad his feUow- 
conquerors were exppfed, may have exaggerated their 
lofs ) but, in my opinion, it cannot well be eftimated 
it lefs than 600 men. 

^^ oca 
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NOTE IV. p. 56. 

Some remains of this great work are ftill vifible, ahd 
the fpot where the brigantines were built and launched, 
is ftill pointed out to ftrangers. Torquemada viewed 
them. Monarq. Indiana, vol. i. p-^531. 



NOTE V. p. 65. 

The ftation of Alvarado on the caufeway of Tacuha 
was the neareft to the city. Cortes obferyest that 
there they could diftinftly obferve what pafled when 
their countrymen were facrificed. Relat. ap. Raniuf. 
iii. p, 273, E. B. Diaz, who belonged to Alvarad^'s 
divifion, relates what he beheld with his own ey^- 
C. 152. p. 148, b. 149, a. Like a man whofe cop- 
rage was fo clear as to be above fufpicion, he defcribcs 
with his ufual fimplicity the impreffion which this 
(pe^iacle made upon him. '* Before, fays he^ I faw 
Uie breafts of my companions opened, their hearts, 
yet fluttering, offered to an accurfed idol, and .their 
^ flefh devoured by their exulting enemies ^ I %yas 
accuftomed to enter a battle not only without fear, 
but with high fpirit. But from that time I never 
advanced to fight the Mexicans without a fecret 
horror and anxiety 5 my heart trembled at the thoughts 
of the death which I had feen them fuffer." He takes 
care to add, that as foon as the combat began, his 
terror went off; and, indeed, his adventurous bravery 
on every occafion is full evidence of thi?. p. Diaz> 
c, 156. p. 157, a. 
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NOTE VL p. 73. 

One circumftancc in this fiegc merits particular 
notice. The account which the Spanifli writers give 
of the numerous armies employed in the attack or 
defence of Mexico feems to be incredible. According 
to Cortes himfelf, he had at one time 150,000 auxi- • 
, liary Indians in hisfervice. Relat. Ramuf. iii. 275, E. 
Gomara aflerts, that they were above 200,000. Cron, 
c. 136. Herrera, an author of higher authority, fays, 
they were about 200,000. Dec. iii. lib. i. c. 19. None* 
of the contemporary writers afcertain explicitly the 
number of perfons in Mexico during the liege. ' But 
Cortes on feveral occafions mentions the number of 
Mexicans "who were flain, or wKo perifhed for want of 
food; and, if we may rely on thofe circumftances, 
it is probable that above two hundred thoufand muft 
have been (hut up in the town. But the quaiitify of 
ptoVifioris neceffary for the fubfiftencc of fuch vail 
"'multitudes aflembled in one place, during three 
months, is fo great, and it requires fo much forefight 
' and arrangement to colle£t thefe, and lay them up 
in magazines, fo as to be certain of a regular fupply, 
that one can hardly believe that this could be accom^ 

• plilhed in a country where agriculture was fo imper- 
feft as in the Mexican empire, where there wete no 
tame animals, and by a people naturally fo impro- 

* vident, and fo incapable of executing a complicated 
plan, as the moft improved Americans. The Spa- 
itiards, with all their care and attention, fared very 
f oorly, and were often reduced to extreme diftrefs for 
want of provifions. B.Diaz, p. ii^2. Cortes Relat, 

CC3 271, 
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271^ D. Cortes on one occafion mcntidns fllghtly the 
fubfiftencc of his army ; and after acknowledging 
that they were often in great want, adds, that thdy 
received fupplies from the people of the country, of 
fifh, and of fome fruit, which he calls the cherries of 
the country. Ibid. B. Diaz fays, that they had c^ke^ 
of maize, and ferafas de la tierra 5 and when the 
feafon of thefc was over, another fruit, which he calls 
Tunas; but their moft comfortable fubfiftencc was a 
root which the Indians ufe as food, to which he gives 
the nametf ^ilites, p. 142, The Indian auxiliaries 
J)ad one means of fubfiftencc more than the Spaniards! 
They fed upon the bodies jof the Mexicans whom they 
killed in battle. Cort. Relat. 176, C. B. Diaz con- 
firms his relation, and adds, that when the Indians 
returned from Mexico to their own country, they 
carried witi them large quantities of the flefli oF the 
Mexicans faUed or dried, as a moft acceptable prefent 
to their friends^ that they i;night have the pleafure of 
feeding upon the bodies of their enemies in their 
feftivals, p. 157. Vft Solis, who fecms to confide^ it 
as an imputation of difcredit \o his^ countrymen, that 
they (hould a^ in concert with auxiliaries who fed 
upcm human fle(h| is folicitous to prove that .die 
Spaniards endeavoured to prevent their aflbciates from 
eating the bodies of the Mexicans, lib. v. c- 24. But 
he has no authority for this from the original hiftorian^. 
'Neither Cortes himfclf, nor B. Diaz, feem to haveJwd 
any fuch fcruple ; and, on many occafions, meAtjan 
the Indian repafts, which were become famiU^r to 
them, without any mark of abhorrence. Even, with 
fhis additional ftockof food for the Indian^ i^. wa$ 
^ardly polEblc to procure fubfiftencc for armies 

amounting 
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aniDim^ng.to fuch numbers as we find in the Spanifh 
wnter«^ Perhaps the beft folution of the difficulty is, 
to adopt the opinion of B. Diaz del Caftillo, the moil 
artlefs of all the Htftoriadores primitivos. '* When 
Gomara (fays he) on fome occafions relates^ that there 
were fo many thoufand Indians our auxiliaries, and on 
odiers, that there were fo many thoufand houfes in this 
or that town» no regard is to be paid to his enumera- 
tion, as he has no authority for it, the numbers not 
being in reality the fifth of what he relates* If we 
add together the different numbers which he mentions, 
that country would contain more millions than tlier^ 
are inCaftile." ,C. 1 29. But though fome confiderablc 
deduftion (hould certainly be made from the Spanifh 
accounts, of the Mexican forces, they muft haye beei> 
yeiy numerous j for nothing but an immenfe fupe^. 
riprity in number could have enabled them to with- 
Aand a body of nine hundred Spaniards, conducted by 
a, leader of fuch abilities as Cortes. 



NOTE Vn. ii-92. 



' :lNT€lating the opprcflive aod cruel proceedings of 
die leoaquerors of New Spain, I have dot follawed 
B« de ifts. Caia§ as my guide. Hi$ accpunt 9/ th^, 
Relat.,de la Deflruyc* p. 18, &<:. is mji^ntfeftly-fj^jh 
gerated. It is from the teilimony of Cones hknfetf, 
and oi' Gomara, who wrote under \m cyei ibait I 
hmt fiak^n my account of die puniflnnent of the 
Panucans, and they relate it widi^ut an)i di&ppro- 
batiom B. Diaz, contrary to his ufual cuflom, 
' mentions it only in general terms, c. x6x. Herrera, 
fbltcitoos to extenuate this barbarous a£lfx>n jof his 
. * ' . c c ^ . country- 
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vbuuU ' jm tn^ though be mentioiis 63 oaeiqiKBt and. 
400 mm cf note, as bcuig condemned tathe flanny* 
aflcftSy diat thiTtjr only were bttrnt, and the reft par-* 
dotted* Dea iiL lib* ▼. c. 7. ^at tins is contrary to 
tbe teftimbny <^ die original hiftoiians, particulaiiy o£ 
Goraara, wlioni it appears he had confulied, as he 
adopts^ fetfcral of his ezpieffions in this paflage. The 
punifliment of Guatimozin is related by the moft 
andbentic of the Spaniih writers* Tor«|ttemada has 
extra£ked from a hiftory of Tezeuco, compoficd in ^ 
Mexican tongue, an account of this tranfa£Umi, more 
fatourable to Guatimozin than diat of die SpaniA' 
authors/ Mon* Indiana, i« 575* According to the- 
Mexican account Cortes had fcarcely a ihadow of/ 
evidence to juftify fuch a wanton a£k of cmelty, 
B« Diaa afirms, that Guatimozin and his fellow*, 
fofierers aflcrted dieir innocence with their laii hreadii. 
7!ai that many of the Spaniih foldiers condemned thb* 
a£lion of Cortes as equally unneceflary and unjuft, 
p. 200, b. 201, a. 



NOTE vm. p. 95. 

'The motive for undertaking this expedition was^ to 
paniA Chrifkoval de OHd, one of his officen^ wiw 
had fm>ked againft him, and aimed at eflaidtfliing 
an independetit jorifdidimu Cortes repacdtd this is. 
fufre^onas of fuch dangerous example, and drsaded 
fo much the abflities and popularity of its author^ that 
in penon he led the body of troops deftined to fiipprela 
it. He marched, according to Gomara, three thou(aad 
miles, durough a country abounding with thick foreftoi • 
rugged mountains^ deep rivers^ thinly inhabited, and. 

cultivated 
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ctthnrated onfy Vi a fenr pfaces* IjVhat hr £f6«Md^ 
fipem fumoey from the ho&Udtf of the nativiesy froiai. 
die xditnatcs, and from hardfliips of emsry fpedcs, jiaa* 
notfamg in hiftory paraHel to it, but ^vliat ^eciu^itti 
^ adventvir^ of the other difooveiers and conqtten)|i». 
of t}^ Hew World. Cortes was employed in iSais 
dreadful fer^ice above two years ; and thoi^ itr was' 
nift diftii^iihed by any fptmdid event, he exhibited^ 
during the courie of it, greater perfitmai courage, move 
fovtitude of mind, more perfeverance and paneiu% 
than in any other period or fcene in his life. Herrtai^ 
dec. iii» lib* vi. vii. viii. ix. Gomasa Oroa^ c. i^#*^ 
177. B, Diaz, 174 — 190. Cortes, MS. penes txe. 
Were one to write a life of Cortes, the account of' 
this expedition fhould occupy a fplendid place in k. 
In a general hiftory of America, as the expedition was 
prodtt^ive of no great event, the mention of it is 
fufficieiit, 

NOTE IX. p. 97. 

According to Herrera, the trea&ne which Cortes 
brought widi him, confided of fifteen hundred marks 
of wrought plate, two hundred thoufand pefos of fine 
gold^ and ten thoufand of inferior fiandard, many 
riqh jewels, o^e in particular worth forty tfaoufend 
pefos, and fevcral trinkets and ornaments of valuer 
Dec iv. lib. iii. c« 8. lib. iv. c i. He afterwanh 
engaged to give a portion with his daughter of a hun- 
diped thoufand pefos. Gomara Cron. c. 237. The 
fottune which he left his fons was very confiderable. 
But, as we have before related, the fum. divided 
among the conqueror?, on the firfl reduftion of Mexico, 

was 
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sras very finaU. There appears then to be (omcrcaloa 
iqt fufpeding that the accuCitions of. CoxtettB eneoxief 
yftf^, not altogether deftkute of foundntiosl* They 
j^^fSfgci him mth having applied to hifi own u(e a 
difproportionate fhare of the Mexican fpoik $ with 
living concealed the royal treafures of MontozHnift 
^ad Gusttimozin ; with defrauding the king of hU 
fifth i and robbing his followers of what was dtie to 
them* Herrera^ dec. iii. lib. viii. c« 15, decs iv* 
iib. iii» c. 9» Some of tlie conquerors themfelvea 
entertained cEufpicfons of the fame kind^ with vefpeft 
to this part of his conduS:. B. Diaz, c. 1 5 f^ 



NOTE X- p. 104. 

- In tracing the progrefs of the Spanifli armsm Mew 
Spainj we hare followed Cortes hinifdf ' as our moft 
CCTtaih guide. His difpatches to the emperor contafrt 
ia minute account of his operations. But the unletv 
icrcd conqueror of Peru wa$ incapayte of relating hft 
own exploits. Our information with refpcfk to thcni, 
-and' other frahfiitaions in Peruj is derived, ho^iret^y 
-from contemporary and refpeftable authors. 

The moft early account of Pizarro^s tranfafllons 
in Peru was publifticd by Francifco de Xerez, his 
fccrctary. It is a fimplc unadorned narrative, carried 
down -no farther than the death of Atahualpa, 5h 
^533 9 for *e author returned to Spain in 1534> and^ 
foon after he landed, printed at Seville his fliort 
•Hiftory^ of the Conqueft of Peru, addrefled to* the 
emperor. . . ... 
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Hois FEbRO S ANCHOR auoflker who forvcd under 
Pkarro, drew up an account of his expedition, vMdt 
was^ranflated into Italian by Ramufio, and ihfertad 
in his valuable cotle£):ion, but has never been publifhed' 
in its original language. Sancho returned to Spain 
at the feme time with Xerez. Great credit is Aic * 
to what both thefe authors relate concerning the 
progrefs and operations of Pizarro; but the reiklemre 
of the Spaniards in Peru had been fo fhort, at the time 
when they left it, and their intercourfe with the natives 
fo flender, that their knowledge of the Peruvian 
manners and cuftomg is very imperfed* 

The next contemporary hiftorian is Pedro Cieza dc 
I^eon, who publifhed his Cronicadel Peru, at Seville, 
in 1553. If he had finiflied all that he propofes 
in the general divifion of his work, it would haine 
\^cn the; inoft complete hiftory which had been ppb- 
lifhed of , any region in the New World. He wa$ 
well qualified to execute.it, haviug fcrved during 
fevcnteen years in America, and having vilited in 
perfon moft of the provinces concerning which Jiip 
had occafion to write. But only the firft part of hi$. 
Chronicle has been printed. It contains a defcription 
of Peru, and feveral of the adjacent provinces, with 
an account of the inftitutions and cuftoms of the 
natives, and is written with fo little art, and fuch an 
apparent regard for truth, that one muft regret the 
lofs of the other parts of his work. 

"This lofs is amply fupplied by Don Auguftine 
Zarat^, who publiflied, }n 1555, his Hiftoria d^l 
Pefcubrimiento y Conc^uefta de la Provinci;^ dpi Penv 
$ ZaratjK 
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Zayatc was a man of rank and education, and employ^ 
m Peru as coinptroIler*geneTaI of the public rcrenue. 
His hiftory, whether we attend to its matter or 
qantpofition, is a book of confiderabk merit; as he 
had. ati opportunity to be well informed, and feems to 
have been inquifitive with rcfped^ to the manners and 
«ra9fa£lions of the Peruvians, great credit is due to 
his teftimony. 

DbN DiBGo Fernandez publifhed his Hiftoria del 
Peru in 1571. His fole objed: is to relate the diflfen- 
tions and civil wars of the Spaniards in that empire. 
As he ferved in a public ftation in Peru, and was well 
acquainted both with the country, and with the prin- 
cipal aftors in thofe lingular fcenes which he dcfcribes^ 
ts he pp£efled found underftanding and great impar- 
tiabty, his work may be ranked' among thofe of the 
hfftorians jaoft diftinguiihed for their induftry in 
fcfearchi or dieir capacity in judging with refpcA to 
ihe CTcnts. which they relate. 

■" -Tkb laft author who can be reckoned amonpr the 
contempotary hiftorians of the conqued of Peru, is 
Oarcilaffo de la Ycg^ Inca. For though the .fidl 
part of his work, intitled Commentarios Reales del 
Origat de las lucas Reies del Peruy was not publiQied 
fboner than the year 1609, feventy-fix years after 
the death of Atahualpa the laft emperor, yet as he 
was born in Peru, and was the fon of an ofEcer 
of diftindion among the Spaniih conquerors, by 
a Co^^ or lady . of the royal race, on account of 
«4iich he always took the name of Inca 5 as he was 
mafter of the language fpokcn by the Jncas, and 

acquainted 
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acqiiainted with the traditions of his oountr3rmen, his 
authority is rated very high, and often placed above 
Aat of ali the Other hiflorians. His work, however, 
is little mor« than a commentary upon the Spanifk 
writers of the Peruvian ftory, and compofed of quo- 
tations taken from the authors whom I have mentioned. 
This is the idea which he himfelf gives of it, Lib. i. 
c. 10. Nor is it in the account of fafts only that he 
foBows them fervilely. Even in explaining the infti- 
tutions and rights of his anceftors, his information 
feems not to be more perfeft than theirs. His expla- 
nation of the Quipos is almoft the fame with that of 
Acolta. He produces no fpecimen of Peruvian poetry, 
but that wretched one which he borrows from Bias 
Valcra, an early miffionary, whofc memoirs fere 
never been publifhed.- Lib. ii. c. rj. As for compo- 
iltion, arrangement, or a capacity of diftinguifhihg 
between what is fabulous, what is probable, and whit 
is true, one fearches for them m vain in the comment- 
aries of the Inca. His work, however, not^Aftand* 
ing its great defefts, is not altogether deftitute of ufe. 
Some traditions which he recdved &om his oountry^ 
men are preferved In it. His knowledge of the Peru- 
vian language has enabled him to carre€t fom6 enors 
of the Spanifh writers, and he has inferted in it foane 
curious fafts, taken from authors whofc woAs -w^e 
sever publiihed, and are now loft. 

NOTE XI. p. no. 

One may form an idea both of the hardfliips which 
they endured, and of the unhealthful climate in the 
regions which they vifited, from the extraordinary 

mortality 
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mortality that prevailed among them* Pizarro carried 
oat 1 12 men, Almagro 70* In lefe than nind months 
130 of thcfe died. . Few fell by the fword ; mail of 
them were cut off by dife^fes. Xerezj, jk i8o» 



NOTE Xn. p. 114. 

THisifland, fays Herrera» is rendered fo uacoinfort* 
able by the unwhotefomenefs of its climate^ ita impe** 
netraUe wDods» ita ragged mountains^ and the motd*- 
tudi: of infers and reptiles, that it is feldom any 
ibfter epithet than that of infernal is employed in. 
defcribing it. The fun is almoft never feen there^ and 
throughout tlie year it hardly ever ceafes to rain. 
Dec. 3* lib. X. c. 3. Dampier touched at this ifland 
in the year 1685 \ and his account of the climate b not 
more favourable. Vol. i. p. I73«. He, during hi& 
cruifc on the coaft, viCted mod of the places where 
Pizano landed, and his defcription of them throws 
light on the narrations of the early Spanifti hillorians. 

NOTE XIH. p. 135. 

By this time horfes had multiplied greatly in jt^e 
Spanifii fcttlements on the continent. When Cortes 
began his expedition in the year 15 18, though his 
ardiament was more coniiderable than that .of Pizarroj 
and compofed of perfons fuperior in rank to thofe who 
invaded Peru, he could procure no more than ilxteeu 
horfes. 
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NOTE XIV. p. 136. 

In the year 1740, D. Ant. tJUoa, and D. George 
Juan, travelled from Guayquil to Motupe, by the 
fame route which Pizarro took. From the defcrip- 
tion of their journey, one may form an idea of the 
difficuhy of his m^rch. The fandy plains between 
St. 'Michael de Pieura and Motupe extend 90 milc$» 
without water, without a tree, a plant, or any green 
thing, on a dreary flretch of burning fand. Voyage, 
toin. i. p. 3P9, Sec* 



NOTE XV. p. 143. 

This extravagant and unfeafonable difcoiirfe of 
Valvcrde has been cenfured by all hiftorians, and with 
jullice. But though he feems to have been ah illiterate 
and bigoted monk, nowife refembling the good Ol- 
medo, who accompanied Cortes ; the abfurdlty of his 
addrefs to Atahualpa muft not be charged wholly upon 
him. His harangue is evidently a tranflation or para- 
phrafe of that form, concerted by a junto of Spaniih 
divines and lawyers in the year 1509, for explaining 
the right of their king to the fovereignty of the New 
World, and for direfting the officers employed in 
America how they Ihould take poflcflion of any new 
country. See Vol. i. Note xxiii. Tlie fentiments 
contained in Valvcrde's harangue muft not then be 
imputed to the bigoted imbecility of a particular 
man, but to that of . the age. But Gomara and 
Benzoni relate one circumftance concerning Valverde, 
which, if authentic, renders him an objeft, not of 

contempt 
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cootoiipt only*} but of horror. They tflbtt^.'rff^ 
durii^g the whole afHon^ Valv€rde oceotiaUcsil to OKite 
the foldiers to flaughter, calling td them m Mke fl# 
enemf 9 not Mdth tbe edge, bat ^th the potet9 of 
th^r fword$» Gom* Cron. c. 113, Ben2. HBllor.' 
Nov. OrbiS) lib. iii. c. 3. Such behaviour vras very 
different from that of the Roman Catholic clergy in 
odier parts of America^^ where they uniformly exerted 
thisi? infiuetKC to prote£): the Indians, and to moderate 
tjie l^iociity of their countrymen. 

NOTE XVl. p. 144. 

<Two different fyftems have been formed concerning 
tbtt canduc^ of Atahualpa. The Spanifh writers, in 
Q|d8i>to juftify the violence of their countrymen, 
oomeftd, ^i^- all the Inca's ^rofeffion^ of friendfiup'' 
\ta«e feigned*; and tiiat his intention in agreeing tO 
ans^ifiteQifkfvF^'wit^ Piiarra at Caxamalca, was lo cut 
off him and his followers at one blow ; that for this 
purpofe he advanced with fuch a numerous body of 
a^adaats, who had < arms concealed under mir 
g^rpient& to execute thie^ fch^me. This is tl^ aceocnlt^ 
given by Xerez apd Zjirate, and adopted by HerMMi. 
But if it bad been th^ plan of the Inca to deftfoy 4e- 
Spaniards, one <;an hardly imagine that he would- havr 
jiermitted iliem to march unmolefted through the ' 
defer t of jNiotupe, or have neglefted to defend the 
p;i{rja in xhc mountains, where they might Imve been 
att;i.ckcd \vidi fo much advantage. If rfie Peruvitiis 
marched to Caxamalca with an intentiijtn to fall upon 
the Spaiij:^rtls, it is inconceivable, that of fo great * • 
botty gi mj^n, , prepared for adioa, not one AouM 
V - V attempt 
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mpnpt to ttake refiftaticef^ but all tamely tutkr fhein^ 
ietreg to be butchered' by an enemy in^hom they M^efe 
itimed to arttack; Atahuatpa's mode of advancing to* 
the interview has ihc zfftdt of a peaceable proceffionj 
not of a military enterprifc. He himfetf and his' 
followers were, in their habits of ceremony, preceded, 
'j» on days of folemnity, by unarmed harbingers. 
Though rude nations are frequently cunning and falfe, 
yet, if a fcheme of deception and treachery muft be 
imputed either to a monarch, that had no great reafon' 
to be alarmed at a vifit from ftrangers who folicited 
admiffion into his prcfence as friends, or to an advent 
turer fo daring, and fo little fcrupulous as Pizarro, one 
cannot hefitate in determining where to fix the pre- 
fumption of guilt. Even amidft the endeavours of the 
SpaViifli writers to palliate the proceedings of Pizarro^ 
one plainly perceives that it was his intention, aswdt 
a$ his intereft, to feize the Inca, and that he bad 
takeii meafures for that purpofe previous to any ft:rfpi^ 
cioh of that monarch's defigns. 

Garcilasso de la Vega, extremely foKcitous to 
vindicate his countrymen, the Peruvians, fronv tfie 
crime of having concerted the deftruftion of Pizarro 
and his followers, and no lefs afraid to charge the 
Spaniards with improper condu£i towards the Inca, 
has framed another fyftem. He relates, that a man of 
majeftic form, with a long beard, and garments reach- 
ihg to the ground, having appeared in a vifion to 
Viracocha, the eighth Inca, and declared that he was 
a child of the Sun, that monarch built a temple in 
honour of this perfon, and ereSed an image of him, 
refembling as zkarly as poflible the Angular form in 
' VOL. III. D D which 
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^icb he bad exhibited hinijklf .to ,his y^p-Ty;-. . I^ t|^f 
i£mph diyine hpapurs, were, paid tp him, by the x\zv(^ 
qC ViracDcha. P. i- J*, iv. c- zi., lib. v, c. ^2. W^^^ 
the Spmiard^ firft appeared in Peru, the lenj;^ of 
^hieir beards, aad the drefe they wore, ftru^k.evefY 
pfcrfon fo-^uch with their likeiiefs to the im^vof 
Viracocha, that they fuppofed tliem to be childr^^j^Qf 
the Sun, who had defcended from heaven to eart^ 
All concluded, that the fatal period of the Peruvian 
empire was now. approaching, and that the throne 
would be occupied by new poffelTors. Atahualpa 
himfelf, confidering the Spaniards as meflengers from 
heaven, y^n fo far from entertaining any thoughts, of 
refifting ^hem, that he determined to yield, implicit 
obedience to their commands. From thofe fentlments 
flowefl his profeffions of love and refpefl:. To thpfe 
were owing the cordial reception of Soto and Terdl- 
nand Pizarro in his qamp, and the fubmlffive r^v^- 
rence wi^h which he himfelf advanced to vlfit 't3i[^ 
Spanifh^ general in his quarters 5 but from the grajk 
igi\oran<f? of PhiliplBo, the interpreter, the declaration 
of the Spaniards, and his anfwer to it, were fp^ill 
expiikined,' that by their mutual inability to com|)re- 
hend each other's intentions, the fatal rencounter at 
fcaxamalca, with all its dreadful confequences,, was 
occafioned. 

' It is remarkable, that no traces of this fuperftitious 
veneration of the Peruvians for the Spaniards, are to 
fee found citlier in Xerez, or Sancho, or Zarate, pre- 
vious to the interview at Caxamalca •, and yet the two 
former ferved under Pizarro at that time, ai^i the 
Utter vifited Peru foon after the cpnqueft.. Mjjithef 
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n6^es a^ kitufettiAtt6Ns; ^ 

thfci Ihba himfelf, or Tiis hiefffengcrs, hid iaddfifled tiie 
Spaniards In the words which Garciliflb put^* in tteeir 
Snouflis, they muft have been ftruck with ftfch ftib- 
mifllvc declarations ; and they would certainly have 
avaited themfelves of them to accomplHh their own 
defigris with greater facility. Garcilaffo himfdf, 
though his narrative of the intercOurfe between the 
Inca and Spaniards, preceding the rencounter at Caxa- 
liialca, is founded on the fuppofition of his believing 
them to be Viracochas, or divine beings, p. ii. lib. i. 
c. 17, &c. yet, with his ufual inattention and inaccu- 
racy, he admits, in another place, that the Peruvians 
did not recolleft the refemblance between them and 
the god Viracocha, until the fatal difafters fubfequent 
to the defeat at Caxamalca, and then only began to 
call them Viracochas. P. i. lib. v. c. 2t. Tms is 
confirmed by Herrera, dec. 5. lib. ii. c. 12. In niany 
different parts of America, if we may believe the 
iSpanifh writers, their countrymen were conlidered as 
divine beings who had defcended from heaven. But 
in this ihftance, as in many which occur in the inter- 
courfe tetween nations vi^hofe progrefs in refinement 
Is very unequal, the ideas of thofe who ufed the 
expreffion were di&rent from the ideas of thofe who 
heard it. For fuch is the idiom of the Indian lan- 
guages, or fuch is the fimplicity of thofe who fpeak 
them, that when they fee any thing with which they 
werdf formerly unacquainted, and of which they do 
not*^rtbw the origin, they fay, that it came down 
fto^ heaven, Nugnez. Ram. iii. 327, C. 

" ThIs account which I have given of the fentimenti 
imd profcecdings of the Peruvians, appears to be more 
'*^' D D 2 natural 
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natural and confiftent than either of the two prccc* 
ding, and is better fupported by the fafls . related by 
the contemporary hii^orians.; . 

• Acci^RBiKO toXetea;^ p^aoOi two tboi&Cuid fiipru* 
vian^.were kiikd^ SanclM) makes- the nmaben^fiCtip 
flain 'fix. or feven thoufand* Ram* iii. ^74, D. Sy 
Garcibtiie^s account, five thotxfand were mafiacced* 
P. ii; tib»u c. 25< The number which I have me^ 
tioned, being the medium between the extrcmesy may 
prdbably be nease& the truth* 

NOTE XVII. p. 146. 

Nothing? can be a more ilriking proof of this, than 
that ^hree Spaniards trarelled from Caxamalca to 
Cuzco. The diRance between them id fix hundred 
. Blilw.. In every pl^e throughout this great extent of 
49l>u|itr]i^ tjb^y werejtreated with all the honours wh^ 
tbc/Pcni.vi?a?j,.paid to their fovercigns, and even to 
.their divinlticsi Under pretext of amafllng what ^a» 
w^Ung for the ranfc^n of the Inca^ they demanded 
the plates of gold with which the walls of the Temple 
of' the Sun m Cuzco were, adorned ; and though the 
pci^ft^ were unwilling to ali^ate thofe facred. pov^ 
i^f|t% ^9iM the people refufed to Tiolate the ihf}SiCrpi 
tbeii? Qcfdy. the three Spaniards^ with their own hands, 
rQbbe4 the/TesapIf of part of this valuable trea&pe; 
and fuch was the reverence of the natives for t^sir 
perfonj9» that, though they beheld this aft .of iacri)i|ge 
with aftoniihment^ they did not attempt to preventor 
. difturb the commiifion of it. Zaraie, lib« iL <:. 6. 
iian<;ho ap. Ramof/iii. 37^4 !>• «. 
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NOTE XVm. p. i6x. 

AtcoRDiNG to Herrera, the fpoil of Cuzcoy after 
letting apart the Hn^sji/H^ was divided among 480 
' {^erfons. Each received 4000 pefos. This amounts tx) 
ty^aoyooo pefos. Dec. v. lib. vi. c. 3. But as the 
general, and other oiEcers, were entitled to a (hare far 
greater than that of the private men, the fum toul muft 
have rifen much beyond what I have mentioned. Go- 
mara, c. 123. and Zarate, lib. ii. c. 8. fatisfy themfelves 
with aflerting in general^ that the plunder of Ciizco 
was of greater value than the ranfom of Atahualpa. 



NOTE XIX. p. 164. 

' 'No expedition in the New Worfd was conducted 

• with more pcrfcvering courage than that of Alvarado^ 

* arid in none were greater hardfliips endured. Many 
•'•df the perfons engaged in it were, like their ' leader, 

veterans who had fervcd under Cortes, inured to all 

the rigour of American war. Such of my Tcaders as 

have not an opportunity of perufihg the ftrikinj 

dcfcription of their fufierings by Zarate or Herreta, 

Way ibrm fome idea of the natute of their match 

from ihe fea-coaft to Quito, by confulting the account 

whrdi D. Ant. Ulioa gives of his own joamey in 

' ^73*> nearly in the fame route. Voy. torn. K p. t?^ 

&c.*or-fliat of M. Bouguir, 5*rho proceeded fr^m 

'Puerto Viejd, to Quito, by the famfe toad which Alta- 

Tado took He cbmpares his Wn jourAey witlv that 

of the Spaniih Icaderi and? by the i»itf|>a«ifoii gtows a 

p X) 2 moft 
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mod ftriking idea of the boldnefs and patience of 
Alvarado, In forcing his way through io many obftacles. 
. Voyage du Perou, p. 28, &c. 

NOTE XX. p. 165, 

According to Herrera, there v/as entered on account 
of the king in gold 155,300 pefos, and 5400 marts 
(each 8 ounces) of filver, befides fcveral veffcis and 
omamentSy fome of gold, and others of filver ; on 
account of prirate perfons, in gold 499,000 pefo^ 
and 54,000 marks of filver. Dec. 5. lib. yi. c. 13. 

NOTE XXI. p. 175. 

The ^Peruvians not only imitated the military arts of 
the Spaniards, but had recourfe to devices of mcif' 
cmn. As the cavahywere the chief objeA of tfirir 
terror, they ^deavoured to render them incapable of 
a^ng, by means of a long thong with a ftonc feftctK** 
to each end. This, "^ivhtn thrown by a (kilful 'handi^ 
twifted about the horfe and its rider, and entangled^ 
thcnt fo as to obftruft thdr motions. HerrcrA^ «ie«y 
tkms this as an invention of their own. Dec. 5^ 
lib; vlil. c. 4. Bwt as I have obferved, vt^. ii. p. J'f6i* 
OUs weapon is common among feveral barbaro\is tribe* 
towards Ae eitremity of South America; and it 'i^ 
more 'prebaUe, that ^ Peruvians had obferrcd the 
dexterity with which they ufed it in hunting, and 
joii thisoccafion adopted it themlehres. The Spanian^ 
'Wicrc cbnfiderably annoyed by it, Herrera, ibid. Art- 
lather inftance of the ingenuity of the- Peruvians 
4dcrYes mcotioiit By twming a river out of its 

channel^ 
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channel, they overflowed a valley, in whicli a body of 
the enemy w^s pofted^ fo fuddenly^ that it was with 
the utmoil difhculty flie Spaniards made their efcape. ; 
Herrera, dec. 5. lib. viii. c. 5. 

NOTE XXII. p. 198. 

H WRERa's account of Orellana's voyage is the mol^, 

n^nute^ an,d apparently the moft accurate. It was 

probably taken from the journal of OreUana .himfclf^, 

But the dates are not diftinflJy marked^ His n^vig^^ 

tion down the Coca, or Napo, begun early iuFebruarjj 

1 541 5 and he arrived at the mouth of the river on. 

the 26th of Auguft, having fpent near feven months 

in the voyage. M. de la Condamiue, in the year 

1743, failed from Cuenca to Par^, a fettkipent of, 

the Portuguefe at the mouth of the pyer, a na.yigatipn^ 

raudi longqr than that of Orellan^ in left than foiwp^ 

n^ntKst Vpyage, p. 179. But,^j:he twp, ^dxentwrex^ 

verc very differently provided for the vpyagf;. Thi^ 

ha^^rdous undertaking, to whxc|i ambition promp^c;^ 

QireUaxia, and to which the love of fcietoce le4 M. de^A 

C4»Ldamioe,was'unde|takenin the year 1769^ by Madas^ 

Godin des Odonais, firom conjugal ^fFc£kiQxu The 

^rrjitive of the hardihips which fhe fuffc^ed, pf, tbq 

4angeT9 to which flie Mras expofed, and of thedifaf^c^ 

vhkh Ufel her, is one of the moft fingular ^^^ 

^€£Hag ftorics in any language, exhibfting in. her 

^o^u^l ' ^ ftriking fi&vite of the fortitude . ^hich 

diBii^giuihes the one fex» mingled with the (en£bility 

an4 teadcrnefs peculiar to the other. .Lnttre, d^ 

^, Codm 4 M. de la Condamine. ;. . 

. ' * ' ' . -Mr 

DP 4 
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jiOTE xxra. - p. zt^^: 

)E{EKit^iu giy<s a ftriking piSture of didr mdigenbe. 
Tjwelyc gendemcn who had been officers of diftm£Uoii 
under Aimagroi lodged in the fame houfe,: and having- 
but one cloak ainong thepo^ it wa$:vrom alternately 
by him who had pccafioh to appear in public, while 
d|^ tf ft;, from the want of a decent drcfe, we*« 
obliged to keep within doors. Their former friends 
and companions were fo much afraid of giving offence 
to Pizarro, that they durft not entertain or even 
converfe with them. One may conceive what was 
th<).(;Qnd^ioni,a^wh^t the .indignation of men onee 
acq)iftqnjfj|..4Ea^wn.*nd. opulence, when lUsj idit f 
themfclves poor fnd^ defpifcd, without a roof sunder ^ 
which to fhelter their heads, while they beheld others, 
whofe merit and fcrvices were not equal to theirs, 
Kving in fplendoif>inr. fumptuous edifices. Dec. (J, 
Kb- viii. c. 6. " 

HKitltEKA, whpfe accuracy enutfes bm .^ .^fM..: 
credit, aOcrta, that Gonzalo Pizarro fotk9^djm^% « 
in the neighbourhood of Chuqucfaca de la Fl^t;^ V^judl * 
yielded him an annual revenue greater tl^n ^at ^ttb^ .. 
archbifliop of ToWo| t^ btft cndoAi(edfteijAl^¥tfio{ier / 
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-Ali; fchc Sparafh/irrkcTa; dcfcribc hif^xhafthi'and^ 
the diftrefles of bodi parties, very mimitely. Ztanate 
offences, that hardly aay parallel tait occurs in hiftdtyt^ 
either widi refpeft to the length of the retreat, or tHe ^ 
ardour of the ptirfiiit. Piaearr^ according to hii^ 
cfkHipsit^tiOii, foUoMred the viceroy upwards of threi 
thpoAiand miles. lab. v. c. i^« ad* 

NOTE XXVI. p-153. 

iltr amounted, according to Fernandez^, the beft-> 
ix^fo^m^ hiftonan of tha( period, to ote itoatk^ four 
huadicd. thouiand pefos. Ub» ii^ c 79. 

^^ • ); , V- , • ' : ' • ' ■ " • ' ' 

■-^';V^ NOT? xxy^,^ jKi^ss. '.. : 

Carvajal, from the beginning, had been an advo- 
cate for an accommodation with Gafca. Finding 
Pizarro incapable^odF hioldin|f iKafc boM courfe which he 
originally fuggefted, he recommended to him a timely 
fubMlfiOtf tdli^ fdvereign a^ the fafeft m^fure. Wlieq 
th«*^fidcirt'^bdferswereilrift communicated toCarvajal, 
•• Bf our Siady (faid he, in that fttain of buffoonery 
wfaieh%2l8 femtBai* to him) the prieft iflUes ^adou^ 
buBsi 'He* giVts^'thcm both good and cheap; let us 
not only accept them, but wear them as reliques about 
pur necks.'' Fernandez, lib. ii. c. 63. 
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NOTE XXVIIL p-2<Ja- 

, During the rebellion of Gonzalo Pizanro, fcvcn 
kundred xoen were killed in battle, and three hun* 
djcd and eighty were hanged or beheaded, Herrcra^ 
doc. 8, Jib. ir, c. 4. Above three hundred of thcfe 
wero cut pff by Carvajal. Fernandez, lib. iu c. 91., 
Itoate makes the number of thofe put to a violent.. 
il$ath .five hundred,. Lib. vii. c. i. 



NOTE XXIX. p. 271. 

>}h my inquiries concerning tlie manners and policjr 
of the. Mexicans, I han^ recehred much infarmali^m. 
ixom. a. large mimufcript of Don Alonfo dc Conta> 
orieof die judges in the Court of AudioQce of Mdsica^ 
In the year 1 553, Philip II. in order to dlibover dici 
mode of levying tribute from his Indian fitb)ieds»' 
that would be moll beneficial to the crown, and 
lealt oppreflive to tliem, addrelTed a mandate to all 
the Courts of Audience in America, enjoining them 
to anfwer certain queries which he projjofcd to tlicm, 
concerning the ancient form of govefnmcnt eftabliihed 
among the various nations of Indians, and the mode 
in which they had been aceuftomed to pay taxes 
to their kings or chiefs. In obedience to tliis man^ate>. 
Corlta, who had refidcd nineteen years in Anieri<;ai, 
fourteen of which he paffcd in New Spain, composed 
the work of which I have a copy. He acquaints 
his fovcrcign, tliat he had made it an objecJ^i durina 
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his refidence in America, and in all its provinces ~ 

which he had vifited, to inquire diligently into the 
manners and cuftoms of the natives ^ that he hzd 
converfed for this purpofe with many aged and 
intelligent Indians, and confulted fevcral of the 
Spanifli iecclefiaftics, who underftood the Indian Iftn-i. 
guages moft perfeftly, particularly fome of thob 
who landed in New Spain foon after the conqucft* 
Corita appears to be a man of fome learning, and "^o 
have carried on his inquiries with the diligence and* 
accuracy to which he pretends. Greater credit is dnp 
to his teftimony from one circumftance. His work 
was not compofed with a view to publication, or in; 
fupport of any particular theory, but contains Cmpte 
though full anfwers to queries propofed to him ofE- 
oially,, Though Herrera does not mention him 
^imong the authors whom he had followed as guides 
in'hi&>^hiftory, I fliould fuppofe, from federal fa£bi 
pf whidk'ht takes notice, as well as froni fereral 
expreilioos which he ufes, , that ti^s memorial qf' 
Qddt^ wa^ nqt imkppwn to him* 

NOTE XXX. p. aSc. 

Yhe early Spanifh writers were fo hafty and inac-i- 
curate in eftimating the numbers of people in the 
provinces and towns pf America, that it is impoflibld 
pD afcertatn that of Mexico itfelf with any degree of 
precifion. Cortes defcribes the extent and populouC- 
n^fs of Mexico in general terms, which imply that 
it 'was not inferior to the greateft cities in Europel 
Gomara is more explicit, and aflBrms, that there were 
<^Q,ooq houfcs or families in Mexico. Cron. c. 78, 

Herrera 
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Ifictten adopts liis opimony Dec.iL lib-vii. c. 13* $ ah<f 

dit genersility of Mnriters follow them implicitly without 

2nq|uity or fcruple. Aceordihg to this account, the 

iriutUtants of Mexico muft have been about 300JO00. 

Torqttcmada, with his ufaal propenfity to the marvel- 

lovli ailert8> that there were a hundred and twenty 

' tboofand hooCu or fannlies in Mexico, and confe- 

qucntly aboot fix hundred thoufand inhabitants. 

l/ihi til* c. 23. But in a very judicion^^ account pf 

the Mexican empire, by one of Cortcs^s officers, the 

yopulatidn -b fixed at 60,000 people. Ramufio, iit 

]|09v'A. Even by dita account, which probably is 

kaMk neater the truth than any of the foregoing 

fA^iOO'^a* a fte^ city. 

[[ ■ ..NOTE XPSIL p. 29a. 

* Ir w id P/l'orribio de Bcnavcntc, tha; I *p,}Pr 
Bebtcd^rof this -curious obfervation. Palafox, Biihop 
hi Ct^dad' dc ta Piiebla Los Angeles, confirms and 
ffttrftmes ' it tiiore fully. The Mexican (Ms h^) \s 
the only hngtiagc tn which a termination indicatuig 
ttf^Rf'JUavns rev&entthUs y de cwrtefta^ may T>c afm^ed 
to. ever^ word; By adding the final fyllable' W or 
JrifW-to.any word, it becomes a proper ca^preDioh o'f 
veneration in the mouth of an inferior. If, in fpcaU- 
iil^ \t> an iqual, the word Father is to be ufed, it Is 
2n»/4 ^ <A inferior fays Tatadn. One prieft fpeaking 
to *nothcT> caHs him Teopixque ; a perfoij of inferior 
.faflk calls him Teopixcatzin. The name of Ae empe- 
^fcut who reigned when Cortes Invaded Mexicoi wis 
'Jlffofff^umat but his vafials, fifoin reverence, pro- 
nounced it Montczumaxin. Torribio, MS, Pal^^f. Vitr 

tudes 
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tuddsde} Indip, ffp^S* The Mexicans bad notably 
rcver^ential^nounsj but rcycrential verb* Tl^c mapnci: 
in, which theie ^e formed from the verbs in copimoxi 
ufc, is explained by D. Jof. Aug. Aldama y Guevara 
in his Mexican Grammar, N^ i88. 



NOTE XXXIL-' p. 296. 

From comparing feveral paflTages in Cprita and 
Herrera, we may colled, with fomc degree o£ accu^* 
racy^ the various modes in which the Me:|jcm# 
contributed towards the fupport of goveroment/ Some 
perfons of the fir ft order feem to have hteatxemp^ 
horn the payment of any tributCj. and as their pdlf 
duty to the public, were bound to perfoiial fervice in 
war, and to follow the banner of their ibvereign with 
tlieir vaiTals. 2. The immediate vaflTaTs of the crown 
were hound not only to peribnal mir^ary iervkc» 
but j)aid a cextain proportion of the produce .of thc^ir 
knd^ in kind. 3. Thofe who held offices of honour 
or jtruft, paid a certam 0iare of what they received i^ 
'confe^eoce of holding thefe* .4. ,£ach Cxfiv/itfi or 
'aflbciation^ cultivated feme pnrt of the common fkU 
allotted to it, for the behoof of the crowot aad depor 
fited the produce in the loyjal grasatieai. 5. Some 
part of whatever was brought to the public markets^ 
wbcther fruits of the earth, or the various productions 
of their artifts and manufafkurers, was dem^mded £Qr 
the public ufe,. and the merchants who paid this were 
exempted f>om every other tax* 6. The MmyejufSp 
or sd/cripfi g/cia^ were bound to cultivate certain 
diftrids in eyery puxvince, which may be coiUklered 
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z^ crown lands y and brought the iricteafe into |>ubiic 
ftorehoufes. Thus the fovereign received fome part 
of whatever was ufeful or valuable in the country, 
whether it was the natural produftion of the foil, 
or acquired by the induftry of the people. What 
each contributed towards the fupport of government, 
fccms to have been inconfiderable. Corita, in 
anfwer to one of the queries put to the Audience 
of Mexico by Philip II. endeavours to eftimate 
in money the value of what each citizen might be 
fuppofed to pay, and does not reckon it at more than 
tfiree or four realsy about eighteen pence or two 
fiiillings a head. ' 

NOTE XXXni. p. 297. 

Cortes, who feems to have been as much aftortiflidi 
with iJiis, as with any inftance of Mexican ingenuity^ 
' gives a particular defcription of It. Along on^ of 

the caufeways, fays he, by which they enter the cltj^, 
are conduced two conduits, compofed of tlay tem- 
pered with mortar, about two paces infbrettdth,''aAd 
Viifed aboiit fik ffeet. In one of them is comty^\ 
ftream of excellent water, as large as <iie bo4y of. 'a 
man, into the centre of the city, and it foppllcs ^ 
tfie inhabitants plentifully. The other is* empty^ that^ 
when It is neceffary to d^an, or repair the fomwir, 
Hii ftream of water may be tuprned into it. As this 
conduit paffes along two of the bridges, where thct^ 
. are breaches in the caufeway, through which ihe fah> 
water of the lake flows, it is conveyed over them In 
pipes as large as the body of an ox, then carried ' from 

the 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



NQTE^, AND. ILLUSTRATION^. 415 

the conduit to the r^piote quarters of the city m 
canoed, and fold to the inhabitants. Relat. ap. Ramuf, 



NOTE XXXiy. p. 299- . 

In the armoury of the royal palace of Madrid arc 
fhewn fuits of armour, which are called Monte- 
zuma's. They arc compofed of thin lacquered copper- 
pj^e§*. In the opinion of very intelligent judge*, 
they are evidently eaftern. The forms 'of the /ilver 
ornaments upon them, reprefenting dragons, &C. 
may be confidered as a confirmation of this." They 
are infinitely fupcrior, in point of workmanlhip, to 
any effort of American att. The Spaniards pro- 
hably^ received them from the Philippine iflapds. 
The only unqueftjonable fpecimen of Mexican art, 
ifhat I know of in Great Britain, is a cup of very 
i^p^gold* which is faid to have belonged to Montc- 
^^^a, Jt ; woighs .5 oz. 12 dwt. ^Thre^ drawings 
j9^Jt^iyi[^e., exhibited to the Society of Antiquaries^ 
Jvt^riOi l^6s* A man's head ft reprefented ou 
ihte cup*- On one fide the full face, or\ the other 
iHjbc ;pi:<>fitei on the third tli^ b$ck parts of the head- 
'4,'fe rehpvo is faid to have been produced by punching 
the- iniide of the cup, fo as to make the rqprefenf^- 
3ti9a/jof a face on the outfide. The features ar^ 
gfofs, but . reprefented with fome degree of art, and 
ceglainly too rude for Spanlfli workmanfhip'. This 
c^l^.'S^a^ puvchafed by Edward earl of Orford, while 
ljjj^jyy^^i)i.the hj^rbour of Cadiz with the fleet under 
f ^ his 
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his command, and is now in the poiTeflion of |iid 
grandfon. Lord Archer. I am indebted for this 
information to my refpeftable and ingenious friend 
Mr. Barrington. In the fixth volume of the Archaeo- 
logia, p. 107, is publifhed an account of fonie mafks 
of Terra Cotta> brought from a buryifig-ground on 
the American continent, about feventy miles from the 
Bnt&h fettlaiiient on the Mofquito fcote. They are 
{aid to be.Ukene&s of duefs, or other ennnent perfons. 
From the dcferiptions and engravings of them, we 
buve an addkional pri^ of the imperfect ftate of arts 
VQ^oog the Americans* 

NOTE XXXV. p. 307. 

*The karned reader will perceive how much I 
hatfse been- indebted, ih this part of my work, to 
1^ gotdaiice of the Bifhop of Gloucefter, who has 
traced the fucfceffive fteps by which the human mind 
advanced in this, Knc of its progrefs, with much 
crttdkion, and greater ingenuity. He is the firft> 
a» far as I know, who formed a rational and con«« 
fiftent theory €©necrhing the various modes of writing 
praftifed by nations, according to the various degrees 
of their improvement. Div. Legation of Mofes, iii. 
60, &c. ' Some importartt obfervitions have been 
added by M. k Prefident de Broffes, the learned and 
ijitclligent autlior of the Traite de la Formatiort 
Mechaniquc des Langues, torn. 1. 295, &c. 

As the Mexican paintings are the moft curiou9 
monuments extant of the earliefl: mode of writing, 

it 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 4if 

k will not be impro{>er to give fome account of the 
Jiieans by which they were prefervcd. from the gtttMi 
wreck of every work of art in America, and eomttiu^ 
dicated to the Public. For the moft early and c<Mh« 
plete coQefiion of thefe published by Purchas, we ard 
indebted to the attention of that curious incpdrer, 
tis^luyt. Don Antonio Mendoza> viceroy of New 
Spain, having deemed thofe pai&titiga a proper p^efent 
for Charles V. the fliip in wbiqh Utey were ktit 
to S^am was taken by a French crmkXf and^^hey 
eame into the poffeffion of Thevct, the king's geo- 
grapher, who having travdled himfelf into the New 
World, and defcribed one of its provinces, was t 
curious obferver of whatever tended to illuibrate 
die manners of the Americans* On his deadit 
Aey wire purchafed by Hakluyt, at that time 
chaplain of tfie Engliih amba£[ad<^r to iiifi Flench' 
coutt; and, being left by him to Putchas, weit 
publi&ed at the defire of the learned antiquary Sir 
Henry Spelman, Purcluis, iii. 1065. They ^tere 
tranlhted from En^ifh into French by Meldiizi^deck 
Thevenot, and publiihed in his coUe^ion of voyages, 
A.D. 1%. 

Tub fecond fpccimen of Mexican pidure-writing 
was publiflled by Dr. Fraivcis G^melli Carrieri, in two 
copper'^plates. The firft: is a map, or reprefentadon 
of the progrefs of the anci^it Mexicans on their 
firft arrival in the country, and of the various ftations 
in which they fettled, beiore they foimdcd the capital 
of their empire in the lake of Mexico. Tlie fecond 
is a Chronological Wheel, or Circle, reprefenting' 

VOL. m. E £ ib^ 
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:>: 



thd^ jnann<5r in which they. ^^JRH!fj4^fif,4j;^^3jjpf^ 

their cycle, of^ fifty-two years. He ^'0^.11^4^,^^ 

Pp» , Carlp^ de 3iguenza . y ^ Congorx^, ;:if,iV^i^?fci 

colleftpip^^.^f .?i\wnt Mexic^u .do9ume^^,r . J^i^t^^^^^ 

it fefms noMf to be a received opiniQa. (iovift^^ ^,^ 

far ^?^ I. Jkuow, on no good evidencp) tJia^tCariferi 3^3^^^^ 

nev^x put 0^ Italyj^ and th^t his £^mqu& Qi^fi^/^jj> 

Mttfi^.U an acqount-of a fjfl:xtioiip vojcag^uIJi^^qa 

not. mention^sd ^ tljefe paintings in the t??rt^.. . ^Tl^^y\i\ 

haycii ^w^.Y?^i in^nifeftly tl\e appear^npc;. ^C l>W\ftv. 

Me^afU pro^lfjSlions., and are allowed tp he £q^^ni 

Bptyfiuf, \}tl)u^jwa^.well qualified to det^rnn«np'\i^^f^|^/. 

theyj -yqiy genuine ^r fuppo/ititious. M- ^k^^Ox:i 

%ffilfeba^i^. ^\^m'. t^ ^? . g^auine jKiimifig^ jolT^^r. 
andcu^t I^Ic:i.icj.ii5- To nic they fl-liviy^ appe,jin;d tp^ , 
beig,.,tho)i.^h, from my de-ftrc to reft no parr.ef fl^y: , 
narratiyc upon qudlionable aotlionty, I did notj^ktiv. 
to Jthem- TU<; ilyk of painting in the formq- is , 
coi::^i[idfr^bly mo^e perfect dun any otiier fpcciiji^n * 
t]f Mcxicaii dclH^ni but aji the origjaa^ is- jtaid,^^^,;, 
have been much defaced by time, I fufpeft that it fgj^^ 
been improved by fomc toucl;es from tlic bfLnd^oC^I^ 
fiuriipean ar^ift, Carreri, Churghili, iv. p^ 487^ 7^3f^lStnt 
dironological M^heel is a jult delineation of the Mexican 
mode of computing time, as defcribed by Acofl^^. 
J;b.TU J?, i^ Jt feenas ,U>. icfcmble one which .that, 
learned -Jemit h^d feen ; and if it be sdmiEted as . 4 
genuine qioijument, it proves that the Mexicans had^^ . 

' ^'"*^^5^t ?r ^r^i,^^Fy , charaftera, which reprefented^ j i^ 
fpveral tijuigj befidcs numbets. Each month is there, g 

rt^proented by a fynibol cxprcfiive of fpi^<^^ y c»rk , or , " . 

rite peculiar to It. 
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NOTk'S AJID tLLuStRATiONS; 4t9 

*f kfi %itA fytciT&eriJot Mexican jJaintlng was difcb- 
tetetf by anotfeir ftaliati. Ift 1736, Lorenzo Botti-, 
Tint "Bi^fiaducifet' otit fbr NcW Spsiiii, attd wa^ led by ' 
fe^ral' ihcideiitB to ftudy the lahguage of the Mejcidans, 
and to collefi the remains of thcif hiftorical monil- 
m6hts. He perfifted nine yeats in his rcfearcheSj' 
witJl tjie enfhufiafm of a projeAor, and tfie iJatienec 
of aftami«ji*ary. In 1746, he publiflied at Madrid, 
Idea de una Nueva Hijhria General de la AtHerica Septen^ 
trwialt ebnt^htng an account of the refult of his 
inqiririeb 5 and he added to it a catalogue of his 
AfiiericajtHSftbrical Mufeuni, arranged under thirty- 
fix dlflfeipent liead^. His idea of ia New HiKofy 
apjjddrs to. itie the w^k of a wMmfical ctcduloiid 
msfti. ''B«t^ihir. catalogue of Mexican maps^ paintings, 
tril(ltte-^rbll^^ calendars^ &c, is much hrger than 
ond-^'kxliddf' have expcfted. Unfortunately a fhip, " 
in "-trHafH* He hnd fcnt a confidcrable part of ttcirt 
to -'EfltfelJei ^^^"as taken ty an Englifh privateer 
durlhff-^^Ae^ar between Great Britain and Spain, '^ 
whftn ^foirthicTiccd ;n the year 17391 and it is pifo-i'*\ 
baWeJ^aij'^h^ perilled by falling into the hands of"'! 
ignorant dafrfors, Boturinl himfelf incurred the diC- . " 
pleSfiiWfw the Spanifh court, and died in an hofpital' " 
atMiiwA. '"^Thc hiftory, of which the ./i/t^jj &c* was ^ :' 
Qn!l^4'^i4ff^i^f was never publtflied. The remainder - 
of fiis^ftfetfeiim fecms to have been difperfed- Some 
particrf it'catibe into the pofTcfEon of the ptefent arch*^ ^\ 
biflibJr-^oiF^"*T6lcdo> when he v^a5 primate of New .-. 
Spai&V^i^he publifhed from it that curious tribute^ 
roll ^hlicfll I Have mentioned. ' 
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420. N0TE3 AND BLJLt)arFRATll»W. 

* The only other colfcatori of TSfdiican |Kii^tft%8, 
aa faJf as I can team* id in the bivpMial Libvafy 3^ 
Vibina. By order of Omt Impenol Miijefti&iy i^e 
obtained fbcH a fpectmcfi 6f titefe as Ixidmi, in.ci|iit 
paindflgs, msde witk fei mteh fidc&yf tkat iam iiafomicd 
the copies^ oould hafdly be iifttnguifhed froM die' 
originals. According to a note in dii9 Cnfae 'l^'-* 
/ caftusf it Appears to have been a preiieiit from JBmma- 
nuel King of Portugal to Pope C]MiefitV]I.^#lk» 
died A. D« 1573. After paifing throagh tiie hands 
a£ feVtralJ iWArious ptoprietois, it Jelf into^ th^le of 
tlir (bbdiiiii ef Saie^Eifenadi, who pTffenCedit WfSkt 
cm^^Ubi inopoM. Thcfe paintings are nMdfcfUy 
Mexic&v^: biit tiiey^are in a ftyle very dlfoentifiMln 
any of the former. An engraving has becniiiadtof 
one'^r theM, in ofder ta- gratify iiich of nirf Veadftls^ 
a^ tifoy deetn* this im ^e£t worthy «f di£r lAfeaMJdkt 
Welti it an objeA^ of fufficient idipiwiafie^, %iti3^ 
pexhaps* be pi^iBblej by itcourfe- to liie fftMC'of 
Purcba9>>aAd d^ ardibiftop of Toiedo^ a»ft1cef);lto 
foria piaio<%ie conjeftucea- cpncefniiig th(e> naenfaig 
of iH^ ^iAtir^ Ma^y of the figucea^ai^ 4vtdattly 
fimiiar** (Al» A. aft-d taigets and darts, ahoMft m-^ 
famu'fotm with thofe pubiiflied by Fnrcku^i pi so7o» 
j-Qj(y^ &c. & B. are figures of tem|des,. iid^Iy 
iPifeaibling thofe m Pttfcfaas». p« 1109 ^^^ 11139 ^^• 
inlxnenssHfei, Plate IL C is a bale of maniks^ior 
cotton clotbsf the figure of which ocou» in ahaoft 
every plate of Purchas and Lorenaana* £. £».£. 
feems ta be Mexican captains an their • war- dads^ the 
fantaftic ornaments of which xdemUe the fi^nes in 
FurchaSi p. mo, iiti* 2x13^ I (hoiUd fnppofe 
.1 :: this 
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NOTE& ANt) ILLUSTRATIONS. 4*« 

&U pi^ure to <>e a bibute-roU, as their mode of 
-nQtfng' numbers occurs frequently. D. D. D. &c» 
Accdrding to Boturini, the mode of computation 
•6y the number of kndts, was -known to tlic Mexicans 
as well as to the Peruvians, p. 85. aiul the nunner 
ih which the number of units is reprcfented in the 
MtJcican paintings in my pofleffion feems to coirfirtn 
this opinion. They plainly refemble a ftring of knots 
pa a cord or (lender rope. 

&HCE I piiblilhed the former edition, Mr. Waddi- 

Jovc) who is ftiU pleafed to continue his fritndly 

V attention to procure me information, has dlfcovercLU 

j^ thp Library of the Efcurial, a vdumc ip. io\^t 

h^onfifting of forty flieets of a kind of pafleboavtl, 

. t^h the fige of a common iheet of writing paper, 

f/^^ great variety of uncouth and whimfical figures 

lof Mexican painting, in very frefli colours, ^nd with 

• aa e;Bplanation in Spanifli to inoft of them.. The 
^lfiJrft1 .twenty-t\vo fheets are the figns of the months, 

-■days, &c. About die middle of each Iheet ar« two 
y.' or more large figures for the ](»onth,, furroiM^ded by 
>.tiie: fi^!n«: of the days. The laft eighteen fheets are 
. not fo filkd with figures. They feem. to be^figtis of 
, . Deities, and images of various objects. According 

to^tUs Calendar in the Efcurial, the Mexican . year 
i contained 286 days, divided into 22 months, of 13 

days. Each, day is reprefented by a di&rent Ggn, 
. i taken from fome natural obie£k, a ferpent,' a xlog^ a 

* Jizard,. a reed, a houfe, &€. Tlie figns o^ days in 
•i the Calendar of the Efcurial arc prccifcly the fame 

r iqrith thbfe mentioned by Boturini, Idea, &c. p. 4 J. 
•. .13 E E 3 ' But, 
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4?> NOTES AND ILLCSirflitKMNS. 

^Btxt, if wc may ghre ^refflf td'^thiit.^U^Yi 'the 

Mexican year contained 360 ddy3j\di^c4-^^ii«»^ *^ 

'tiibndis tjf 20 days. The ordet of days tn' eveiy 

7nbi)th *was computed, ?^cording to Mm,* fitft ' by 

'what he calls ztridecetin^fy progrelSon <A dayd'frbm 

* one to thirteen, rr^ the fan\e manner ^s in the Calendar 

of the Efcurial:, and then h^ z feptenarj pfogteftdn 

qf days from one to feven, making ii\ all twenty. In 

this Calendar, not only the figns which diftmguifh 

each day, but the qualities fuppofed to be peculiar tp 

each month, are ^narked. There are certain weak- 

peflfes .which feem to accompany the himian mind 

^through every ftage of its progrefs in obfervartihn aid 

Kierice*. Slender as was the knowledge of the Mexicans 

in Aftronomy, it' appears to have been jilready con- 

ne£^ed ^ith judicial Aftrology. The fortune and 

fiharafter of perfons born in e^ch month are fuppofed 

^o be decided by fome fuperior influence predominant 

at the time of nativity. Hence it is foretold in dhe 

-'Cafcndar, ihaf all who ^re born in one morittf Wm be 

^iri9i,''m Wothcr warlike, in a third luxurious, 'fti, 

-^TClie''^ft^aT*d, or whatever fubftance it ma^i^to 

•whiSi the Calttidar in the Efcurial is painteA,- fjbedi^j 

'^ By Mr;^ WdddilbVe's - defcription of it, to ^femtte * 

^nearly that irt" tfie Imperial Library at Vienna. * In 

*fiyc*rSl^rafttfculars^ Ac figures bear fome likenefi to 

tJfefc^'frt' the -plite" whi^ have publiflied. Tkc 

' figures tnatkcfd-'D. which induced me to conjeftwrc 

thai Hfis "paiMng inight be a tribute-roll fimilar to 

thefe j)uBH(hW If PurchaS and the ArchbiOiop- ef 

Toledo, Mr. Waddilove fuppofes to be figns of days : 

and I have fuch confidence in the accuracy of his 

4 4 obferv^ 
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N0W1C8 fAVfD iIfcL«»PRATHW$. «3 

,Akffi9l6Mfi9 i^n • t<>.;C()ncl^ bii opinioa. to be well 
ifouiKMr. U:iippOE»«» from the cbora^ers in ifrfaieh 
jih^ I cwpld^^^oi^ ^ the. figures aro, .wiittes,, that 
/^Sr^iCiinottB SK^numeat of Mexican, an .hay. been 
obDiiiied* foon after the cpnque{i of the empire, t It 
itiiingillar that it (hould never have been mentioned 
. b)! any Spaniib author. 



NOTE XXXVI. p. jpp, 

Th^ Rri was calle'd the Prince of the deathful 
• I^nce i the fecond the Divider of Men ; the third 
, the Shedder of Blood ; the fourth th^ X^rd of the 
Car^Thoufe. Acofta> Lib. vi. c 25. 



KOTE xxxvn. p. 317. ' V 

., Tf^^- tei?D^le of Choliilai which i^ras deqpaedjnore 
^^y.^thaA. any 10 New Spain, was likewife the moft 
i!<¥^dcTable. But ^t was noduog^ore than a mount 
,pf .^lid. earth. According to Tqr^uemada, it was 
«44l«ye a quarter of a league in circuit at the bafej and 
^jofe ^^pft the height of forty fathom. - Mon. Ind. 
)LibL,iiL c*> 19. Everi M. Clavigero acknowledges 
^|)mt all the Mexican temples. -were folid ftrudures, 
^(lyr earthen oapuntSj and of ccmfequence cannot 
Jp€;qmkGAettd as any evideaee of their having made 
t,9n^ amfidqrable pr^grefs in tfic art of building. 

ptovig* D. 207. . , 

> :> ^ y 4 From 
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4«4 , NOTE* J^m II.6Ufl9HIATJBWB.-r 

S^w: jf^bm for iufpe6ing> that aU their tMoplcko 
vcTC conftruf^ed in the fame mantar* &e Vol^Jiiir'': 

. , ■ . . . . ..--•■- .'-^ 

NOTE XXXVIIL p. 319- '' *' .7' 

Not pnly in Tlafcala, t^nd Tcpcaca, but even ip ; 
Mexico itfelf, the houfes of the people were mere 
huts built ^ith turf, or mud, or th^ ^and^ od 
ftees. They were extrepiely Ipw, an^ .flight, ?m4 ^ 
wi^QUt, any . furniture but a, few c^r^en iri^dst^ 
Like the rpdeft Indians, feyeral families reWfd updj^jj 
the? fame rpof, yrithout having any feparatc; aparUj 
ment$». Herrera, Pec^a* lib»viL €.13. lib. x. €43.2^1 
Dec. 3. lib. iy. c. 17. Tovquem. lib. iiL cu a^,.^ ; 1,5 



i«)TE;xxxix. p. 319. ''';^^:^ 



to 

T£ 



I AM informed by 9 pcrfon who refided long^'in 
New Spain, and vifitcd ahnoft every province otji^^ 
that there is not, in all the extent of that vaft empire ' 
any mpnpment, or veftige ^ any bidding mpre'^ 
ancient than the conqueft, nor of any faric^ or . 
highway, except fome remains of the caufewajr from 
Guadaloupe to that gate of Mexico by whidi^ 
Cortes wtcrpd^ the cijy. MS* p^na me* The authoj. . 
of another account in manufcript* obferves, " That -^ 
at this day there does not remain even the fmalleft^* 

yefti^ 
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Ytftigr of ^le^ifteiiee'of any an^i^t Itidiaft btfiMtlg 
pi^Iioxr private: 4iilh«t4n Mexico ^inattf p^bVmce^ 
q£ if cw S|»ain. . I have tt:5^vefle4, faj^ hie, througS 
aU th^cbuQtries advent to them, viz* New Galiciai " 
Jfew Bifcay, New Mexico, Spnora, Cipaloa^ the; 
New Kingdom of Leon, and New Santandero, with- 
out haying obfervcd any mpnujpacftt wpjth nptice, 
except fome ruins .near an ancient village in the valley 
4c Cafas Grandesy in lat. N. 30*. 4<J'. lougit- 558°. 24'** 
from \hc ifland of Teneriffe, or 4^0 leagues N, N. W. 
frbrti Mexico-" He defcribes thefe ruins minutely, 
■ aild they appear to be the remains of a paltry building 
^t turf and ftone, plaftered over M^ith white earth 
or ifme, A miffionaiy informed' that gentleman^ 
that he had difcovered the ruins of aootlicr cdiiice 
finiHar to the former, about an hundrtd leagues 
towards N. W. • On the banks ^f tlie river St. Peilrow' 
lli&.petms me. ^ 

ThSse teftin^ppies deri¥e,^^F$|at*:^cfr^^ from: one 
f ircumftance, that they were npt given in fupport 
♦f i^y^^imr^lar fyftcm; oy> tjbep^y, hW a^ fiipp^ 
^{w^rs to quj?rie^ vrhich. J Is^^ prpppfed. lt^».. 
probable, . Jipwcv^r, that. whe|> , thejfe , geiitlea>en ^ilert>: 
^at no ^ ruins pr )ponu.men|^Si of any aqcient ^\'ork 
whatever are now to be difcpy;er.ed in the Mcxicap 
Empire, they meai^t that thei^e were no fv^ch ruin$ , 
or monuments as conveyed any idea of grandeur 
or magnificence, in the works of its ancient inha- 
bitants. For it appears from the teftlmony of 
feyeral Spanifli authors, that in Otumba, Tlafcala, 
^holula, i&c. fome veftiges of ancient buildings are 

' > ■'• ftiil 
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'4#6 NOTES AND ' ULaffTRATISaNS. 

ftill vifible. VHla Segnor Thcatro Amcr. p. 143. 

308. 353. D. Fran. Ant. Lorcnraiia, fonncriy arch- 

biihop of Mexico, and now of Toledo, in his intro- 
^4u^ion t9 that editioa of the Cartas de Relsicion of 

CJortea, which he poblifhcd at Mexico, ntentions 

6>me ruins; which, are ftill vifible in feveral of the 

toyrns tbrougb which Cortes pa0^d in hi& way to 
^Hkfi ctipifal, p^ 4, &c« But neither of thefe dothors 
igiye ^y defcription of them, and they fpem tx> be 
'f<f^ jrevy Inconfiderable, as to fhew only that ibme 
ibuiUmgs had once been there. The large mount -of 
<itatthrat.Cholula, whidi the Spaniards dignified wiih 
.the: haaao of temple, ftiH remains, but without 9xif 

ftc^ by which to afcend, or any facing of ftone. 
.Itc-^f^pears, SKXw Hke a natural mounts covtrod w^tii 
-^fs; ^ndihrubsy aad poffibly it was never anythit^ 
:l»ope. ; iWquem* lib. iii. c. 19. I' have wcciycdija 

minntil dsicription/ ^. the remains of a tfiA>pIe^ i^t 
-Cutiroavafia^ on; the road. from Mexico to AcapulM- 
ihAi cdrnpoftdtof large ftones, fitted to-each ol^cr^^ 
iwfri^f -as'.thofe in the building* «f the P,ei5ifiail9; 

wliidi«r& hereafter mentionled. At tht fofUvlfilii^ 
rkfbisms a^fijuaxe of twenty«*five yards $ biit as it tiftsc^ 
theigUy it diminiihes in extent, notgradil^iyi hiA by 
^bffing «xmtxa£lcd.fiiddenfy at regular diftalices, fp |h;»c 
nt muft^. have; refextibled the figure B in the platc; It 

tcs9iIhatcd,Jt is latd^ inafpire. . 
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3«93r3C»>ANI> ILLUffl^RATIOiaS. ^^7 



'^;'[ ''' ' '';:note ki. p. 325- 



''' Tkfe exaggeratidn of the Spanifh Tiifloriahs, wiA 

Tcfjpeflt'to the number of human viftims facprificed hi 

Me^^ico, appears to be very great. Accordiilg to 

GortT^ra, there was no year in which twthty t^otl* 

ftrid hutttaa viAihis were not ofiered to the Mexi^^ 

Ditihities^ and in fome years they amoutited to fifty 

tfaoufand. Cron. c. 229. The ftuiis of thofe unhappy 

petfiMis wcpc ranged in order in a building eidAdd 

-for fltat purpofe, and two of Cortei's oAc6rs. who 

yfaad* coimted them> informed Qomara tint'^ir 

nuniber ysrvis zn hundred and thirty*^ thou&nL 

3bid. c. S2. Herrera's account is (Ull tnore^incte^l^ 

rdiatt the number of vi^Mms was fo gr^at,' Aat'tii^^ 

th()Ufand' have been facrificcd in one dty^ nayi ^O/n 

'fome bccs^onsj no lefs than twenty th(M|u&nd» DecLit!. 

lib; iir €* 16. Torquemada goet' beyond both^ itt 

exltravagancey for he affintSi that ^^twenty: thoii&nll 

^chikltenF^ exchifive of other vidims; were llaughtered 

iinnually^ Mon. Ind. Kb. vii.c. at. :The >moft xe- 

fytStsklt authority in favour of fuck high, nomfaers 

is dot of Zumurraga^ the firit bifhop of MdcicOj 

^ito, in a letter to the chapter general of has order, 

A* D. 1631^ aflerts that the Mexicans faorificed 

annually twenty thtufaxui Ti&ims* Qavila* Teatro 

Ecclef. 126. In oppofition to all thefe accounts, 

B. de las Cafas obferves, that if there had been fuch 

an annual wafte of the human fpecics, the country 

could never have arrived at that degree of- populouf- 

|iefs for ^hi^h it was remarkable when the Spaniards 

firft 
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firfl landed diere. ThU reafoning *]£ jufti. If ^ 
jiumber of vidluns in all the provinqea of New Spain 
h^d i>ecn fo great, not only muft pppulation have 
l^^n pf evented from increaiiog^ but the human 'race 
rou& have been exterminated in a (hort time« For 
l>efi4es the wafte of the fpecies by fuch nymeroos 
lactificcs, it is. pbfervablc, that wherever the fate of 
captives taken in war is either certain death or |>crpc- 
iuid 9avery> as men can gain nothing by ful^fnitting 
fpeedily to an enemy> they always refift to the uttep:- 
;iioft^ and war becomes bloody and deftro^yrto^ 
laft degree. Las Caf^ pofitively. a^ertSf lliat ihe 
]!^etican8 never facrifieed more than fifty or a hun- 
dred perfons in a yean See his difpute with Sepvl- 
veda^ fubjoined to his Breviifima Relation, p. S05. 
Cortes does not fpecify what number of viflims^was 
&:rifieed annually, but B. Diaz del Caftello related^ 
thsit M tnqmry having been made, with refpe£l to 
•'this, bjf the Francifcan monks, who were fent Into 
N^w ^pain lixunediately after the eonqueft, It' Was 
* found -that about two thoufand five hundred' ^i^^ 
^ftcrificcd every- year in Mexico. C. 207. 



I 



. . NOTE XLI. p. 327. . .. 

,,\ > . . . ) 

' ' it Is hardly rieccffary to obferve, that the Peruyi^ 

^Chronology is. not bnly dbfcure, but repu^anf to 

conclufions deduced from the moft accurate - and 

extenfive obfervadons^ concerning the time that clapfes 

"during each reign, in any given fucceflionof princes. 

* The medium has been found not to exceed tw^vifj 

yearsr According to Acofta ^nd Oarcilaflb de^la 

Vega, 
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l^eg'af, Hiiiaiia Capac, tirho died about the year r 54^1 
•Was the tWclftH Inca; According to this ruTc of 
corftputlng, the duration of the Peruvian monarchy 
ought not to have been reckoned above two hundred 
'arid foity years ; but they affirm that it had fubfift'ed 
'four hundred years. Acofta, lib, vi- c- rg* Vega, 
lib. 1. c. 9. By this account each reign is extended 
at a medium to thirty-three yearsj in ft e ad of twent)', 
the number afecrtained by Sir Ifaac Newton's obfcrv- 
ations ; but fo imperfeft were the Peruvian traditions^ 
that though' the total is boldly marked, the number 
of years in cacH reign is imknown. 



NOTE XLU- p. 33S. 

. Many of the early Spanifh writers afle;rt,.th^t the 
l^eruvians offered human facrificea. Xg:ez,.,p. ijq. 
Zarate, lib. 1. <;. 11. Acofta, lib. v. c* ip-^ fivt 
Garcilaflb de la Vega contends, that though this bw> 

.|9aY:ou5 pra£tice prevailed among their ^nclvUizad 
anceit;or$, it was totally aboliihed by the Inca^, and 
that ilo human vi£^im waa ever offered in any temple 
of the Sun. This affertion, and the plaufible reafons 
with which he confirms it, are fuflScient to refute the 
Spanifli writers, whofe accounts feem to be founded 
entirely upon report, not upon what they themfelve* 
had otferved. Vega, lib. ii. c* 4. In one ,of their 
feftivals, the Peruvians offered cakes of bread nioiftened 
with blood drawn from the arms, the eye-brows, and' 
riofes of their children. Id. lib. vii. c.6. This rite p:iay 
have been derived from their ancient praftice, in their 

' linciviiized ftate, of facrificmg human vidlims. 
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I 

The Spahhrds have adopted both thofe cuftom$ of 
the aitcicnt Pctuvtatis. They have prcfervcd fomc of 
th«f aquedufts Or' danals, made in the days of the*' 
Incas, amd have made new ones, by which they 'water ' 
every ficH that they cultivate. Ulloa Vopgc, foiil. 1. \ 
422.477* They IHcewifc continue to u(e gttatw^^r 
the dWng' of fea-foWls, as manure. UDoa gitcs a *^ 
deferiptton of the ahnoft incredible tjuantity •rf'it'ft?*'^ 
theteallifiiindsneaf^tliecoaft. lUd* 481. "* '^'; 



NOTE. XLIV. p. 345. 



.-/. o- 



' Tii£ temple o£ Caysndbo^ the pabce of the'Uca it ^^' 
CallQ lA the pisin of -l^acsatunga, and that oC At«n<f<''^ 
Ca&oafj 'are deiicT^bed by UUoft, torn. i. ^86^* frc. * 
who inipeCted them ynlii great care. 'M. dc Ciaida«*vr 
min? publiflicd a cittiott$ memoir /cancamog -die ^'^ 
rul9S of* Atun-Caonar, Mem. de rAcademie df >'•" 
Berlin^ A« D. 1746^ P- 435* Acoftl defcribes 4at * 
ruins of Oszoo, which he had examined* lakL^'"'^'^ 
e. 14. G«rciluiroy in his ufnad ftyle, gives pampoof'-^ 
and confufed defcriptions of feveral temples^ 'asd'^ * 
ether public edifices. lab. iiL c. x. c. 21. lib. vi. 
c. 4. Don ■■ ■ /ianp^Uf in a large treatife cm-^ 
cenung Pcru^ which has not hidietio beco-piibliMheJ^ 
€ominunic4tes fome infomuidoa with rcfji^ to- 
feveral monumeuts of ihe anosnt Peruviansy.whsch:.'^: 
- - 6 lOfc 
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have not been mentioned by. other authors. MS. 
penes tnej Articulo xx. UUoa defcribes fonie of the 
ancient Peruvian fortifications,, wliicf hi were likewife 
works of great extent and folidity. Tom. i. 391. 
Three ciKcumftan^ces ft ruck all thofc,obfcyve,Bs: the 
vaft fize pf the ftones which the Peruviansr ci;rxployed . 
in fi>me of their building^, ^^cofta jmcafuf|(?d ,45ne, 
whick was thirty feet long, eighteen br9a4>j.aad fix v 
ifi thi^kaefs; a^ yet, he adds, that in/th? ;fQrtrffs ,♦ 
at,puzcp^ thiere .were ftones confidcraWy ^larger. It 
is jdijfllqHit jto .conceive how the Femviansvcp^ld, . 
mQ^^^fh^e, .and r;aife them to the height t^mk^Ai 
twelve feet. T^ ^ond circui^ftj»e© is^ -tffti Jtoper-* 
fe&ion of the Peruvian art, when applied to working 
in tfanber. By the patience and perfeverance natural 
to Americans, ftones may be' fotmdd> Iktb any fliape, 
merely by rubbing one againft another, or by Jthe uft 
of ^haiiobf ts ot oth^ inftrumem& Aade ^ ctfi : *owe-s 
but;igmh ftich ifude tools, little ^rdgrrf^ienn be ttisrA^^ 
in ttai-ppiitry. The PeruVi^ '<?6feld kof mo^tiie -^ 
two.Obcachs ifeog^heri or give ^kttf d^tfee of jdhiofv-^ 
or ffijbijity.tarany work coittpdfed^ of tihiber* vAs' -^ 
rfieyt coirfd -no^ form a centre, tbey- Wetfe totaHy* ^ 
unac^ainfcd' with ^<t ufe of ariEhes. in building;? ^^ 
nor lean ithe Spanish ^utliots confceite bow^ they %er^ • 
ablo^jfhune aToof for thofe' ampler ftrufitflres ^'hi<Jh? "* 

dieyraifed. - * 

-► .■ ■ ■ • . '^ 1 •*■ 

ThT' thwd circumftance is a ftrJktng proofs Mrhich* " 
all tj» ittoht^cnts of the Peruvians ftirnifh, of their ^^ 
warn o/^fingenuity and • invention, accompanied with "' 
patietnceAf no left aftoniftiing. None df the tloncs 
' -^-^ ' employed 
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employed in thofe works were formed into any 
particular pr uniform fliape, which could render them 
At for being compa£led togedier in building. The 
Indians tock them as they fell from the momitains, 
or were raifcd out of the quarries. Some were 
fquare^ fome triangular^ feme convex, fome concare/ 
Their art and indnftry were employed in jc»ning them 
together, by forming fuch hollows in the one, as 
perfe^y carrefponded to the projefHons or rifings in 
the other. This tedious operation, which might 
have been fo e^ly abridged, by adapting the furface 
pi the ft ones to each other, either by rubbing, or by 
their hatdiets c^ copper, would bd deemed incrediUe, 
if it were riot put beyond doubt by infpeAing Ac 
remains of thofc biukUngs. It gives them a very 
fingular appearl^ce to an European eye. There i^ na 
regular layer or ftratum of building, and no one ftone 
refembles another in itimenfions or f(Nrm« At tho 
•fame time, by the pcrfevermg but ill diredled induftr]f 
of the Indiansf, they are all joined with that minute 
nicety which I ha;ve mentioned. Ulloa made this 
obfervation concerning the form of the ftones in the 
fortrefs of Atun-Cannar. Voy. i. p. 387. Pineto 
gives a fimilar defcription of the fortrefs of CuzcOy- 
the moft perfect of all the Peruvian works. Zapata- 
MS. penes me. According to M. de Condamine, there 
were regular ftrata of building in fome parts of Atun- 
Cannar, which he remarks as Angular, and as a proof 
of fome progrefs in improvement. 
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NOTE XLV. p. 349. 

The appearance of thofe bridges, which bend with 
their own weight, wave with the wind, and are con- 
fiderably agitated by the motion of every perfon who 
paffes along them, is very frightful at firft. But 
the Spaniards have found them to be the eafieft mode 
of pafling the torrents in Peru, over which it would 
be difficult to throw more folid ftruftures either of 
ftone or timber. Thfcy form thofe hanging bridges fo 
ftrong and broad, that loaded mules pafs along them. 
AH the trade of Cuzco is carried on by means of fuch 
a- bridge over the river Apurimac. UUoaj tom. 1. 
358. A more Cmple contrivance was employed iii 
paffing fmaller ftreams : A bafket, m which the tra- 
veller was placed, being fufpended from a ftrong rope 
ftretched acrofs the ftream, it was pufhed or drawn 
from one fide to the other. Ibid. 



NOTE XLVL p. 362. 

My information with refpe£l to thofe events is 
taken from Noticia hreve de la expedicion militar de 
Sinora y Cinaloa, fu exito feHzj y vantojofo eftado, 
en que por cohfecucntia de elld, fe han puefto ambas 
provincias, publifhed at Mexico, June 17th, 1771, 
in order to fatisfy the ctiriofity of the merchants, 
who had furniflied the viceroy wiA money for defr^* 
big the expence of the armament. The copies of 

VOL. HI, F F this 
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this Noticia are very rare in Madrid ; but I have 
obtained one, which has enabled me to commu* 
nicate thefe curious fafts to the public. Accord- 
ing to this account, there was found in the mine 
Y'ccorato in Cinaloa a grain of gold of twenty-two 
carats, which weighed 0xteen marks four ounces 
four pchavas ; this was fent to Sp»n as a preient fit 
for the .king, and is now dcpofitcd in the royal cabinet 
tt Madrid, 



NOTE XLVIL p. 362. 

The uncertainty of geographers with rcfpeft to 
this point is remarkable, for Cortes feems to have* 
furveyed its coafts with great accuracy. The arch-, 
bifhop of Toledo has publifhed, from the original, 
in/ the poifeffion of the marquis dd Valjfe, the 
defcendant of Cortes, a map drawn in" 1541, by 
the pilot Domingo Caflillo, in which California 
is laid down as a peninfula, ftretching out nearly 
in the fame direftion which is now given to it in the 
bcft maps ; and the point where Rio Colorado enters 
the gulf is marked with precifion. Hift. de Neuva 
Efpagna, 327. 



NOTE XLVIIL p. 366. 

I AM indebted for this izGt to M. L'Abbe Raynal, 
torn. iii. 103. and upon confulting an intelligent per- 
fon, long fettled on th^ Mofquito ihore, and who 

has 
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